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NATHAN  C.  SCHAEFFER, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 
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Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 


DEPARTMENT  OF   PUBLIC   INSTRUCTION 


To  the  Senate  and  the  House  of  Representatives, 

Gentlemen:  In  submitting  the  eighty-second  Annual  Report,  I 
desire  to  draw  attention  to  the  colossal  proportions  which  our  system 
of  public  schools  has  attained.  The  total  annual  expenditure  is 
|58,114,225.C1  which  is  nearly  equal  to  the  expenditures  of  the  fed- 
eral government  before  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War.  Two  hundred 
and  eighty  persons  are  now  engaged  in  the  work  of  administration 
and  supervision,  not  counting  secretaries  of  school  boards,  steno- 
graphers and  other  clerical  assistants.  An  army  of  41,283  teachers 
is  engaged  in  the  work  of  instruction.  The  average  daily  attendance 
is  1,166.513,  whilst  the  enrollment  has  reached  the  colossal  figure 
1,461,937.  If  you  add  to  these  the  one  hundred  fifty  thousand  pupils 
in  private  and  parochial  schools  you  get'  a  school  population  larger 
than  the  entire  population  of  any  one  of  twenty-two  of  our  states. 

SCHOOL  BUILDINGS  AND  GKOUNDS. 

The  externals  of  the  system  which  arrest  the  eye  are  buildings, 
equipment  and  playgrounds.  During  the  past  year  three  hundred  and 
twenty-three  constructions  and  reconstructions  of  buildings  were 
reported  to  the  State  Board  of  Education.  Of  these,  at  least,  two 
hundred  and  thirteen  should  be  credited  to  the  rural  schools.  The 
reports  show  that  in  some  sections  of  the  state,  where  the  popula- 
tion is  stationary  or  decreasing,  the  building  and  improvement  of 
school  houses  is  likewise  at  a  standstill.  It  is  one  of  the  functions 
of  the  county  superintendent  to  create  sentiment  for  better  buildings, 
better  equipment  and  more  adequate  playgrounds.  In  other  states 
a  stimulus  to  progress  in  these  directions  has  been  given  by  a 
bonus  of  money  to  schools  which  reach  a  prescribed  standard  and  by 
an  appeal  to  community  pride  which  is  always  strong,  where  the 
struggle  for  bread  does  not  exhaust  the  energies  of  the  people. 
In  the  communities  where  new  buildings  and  better  equipment  are 
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most  sadly  needed,  the  superintendents  find  it  very  difficult  to  secure 
the  needed  improvements.  In  the  wealthier  centres  of  population 
the  progress  in  the  erection  of  new  buildings,  especially  for  high 
school  purposes,  is  evidence  of  local  pride  and  of  the  willingness 
of  the  progressive  citizen  to  make  sacrifices  for  the  benefit  of  the 
rising  generation. 

The  State  Board  of  Education  has  prepared  and  published  sug- 
gestive plans  for  buildings  with  one,  two,  three  and  four  school 
rooms.  County  superintendents  are  using  these  plans  effectively 
to  stimulate  an  interest  in  the  improvement  of  the  buildings  and 
grounds  in  rural  districts. 

THE  TEACHERS. 

The  progress  in  external  equipment  is  not  always  accompanied 
by  corresponding  improvement  in  the  teacher.  Hence  the  purchase 
of  the  State  Normal  Schools  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  them  under 
the  more  immediate  control  of  the  State  Board  of  Education,  the 
growth  of  the  Summer  Schools  at  the  State  College,  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania,  the  University  of  Pittsburgh  and  other  centres 
of  professional  training,  the  undoubted  advance  in  the  quality  of 
instruction  at  our  teachers'  institutes  and  the  organization  of  read- 
ing circles  and  of  classes  for  the  study  of  education  under  the  direc- 
tion of  university  professors,  are  hopeful  evidences  of  progress  on  the 
part  of  our  teachers,  both  in  the  quality  of  their  scholarship  and 
in  the  excellence  of  their  teaching.  Here  we  are  at  the  beginning 
of»movements  that  promise  much  for  the  future  of  the  public  schools. 
New  problems  must  be  solved  and  new  agencies  have  been  called 
into  play  that  promise  well  for  all  grades  of  schools  from  the  kinder- 
garten to  the  university. 

SPECIAL  CERTIFICATES. 

The  Code  made  provision  for  the  issue  of  special  certificates 
without  examination.  Those  least  fitted  for  teaching  special  brandies 
were  always  armed  with  the  largest  number  of  glowing  testimonials 
and  some  special  certificates  were  issued  during  the  year  1911-12  to 
persons  who  did  not  deserve  them.  The  protests  showed  that  this 
method  of  issuing  certificates  is  a  mistake  in  school  administration. 
Persons  who  do  not  have  scholarship  sufficient  to  pass  an  ordinary 
teacher's  examination  always  take  to  special  subjects,  for  which  they 
have,  or  suppose  themselves  to  have,  special  aptitude.  Such  teachers 
take  a  very  narrow  view  of  education.  Often  they  can  not  adjust 
their  work  so  as  to  make  it  harmonize  with  the  remainder  of  the 
curriculum.     In  these  days  when  public  high  schools  are  accessible 
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to  most  young  people,  a  general  training  should  precede  preparation 
for  special  work.  The  Department  has,  therefore,  ceased  to  issue 
special  certificates  without  examination  and  insists  that  candidates 
must  prove  their  fitness  before  receiving  certificates. 

NORMAL  SCHOOLS. 

The  normal  schools  have  placed  Spanish  among  the  electives  in 
the  language  courses.  Provision  has  been  made  for  the  study  of 
methods  in  public  school  music. 

The  Convention  of  Principals  decided  to  discontinue  the  bestowal 
of  the  degrees  of  Bachelor  of  Pedagogy  and  Master  of  Pedagogy. 

The  appropriation  per  student  in  the  normal  schools  is  less  in 
Pennsylvania  than  in  other  states  like  Massachusetts,  New  York, 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Nebraska,  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota.  Unfortunately 
stress  must  be  placed  upon  large  attendance  rather  than  upon  the 
effort  to  turn  out  the  highest  and  best  product  in  the  preparation 
of  teachers. 

AGRICULTURAL  EDUCATION. 

A  noteworthy  fact  in  the  development  of  agricultural  education 
is  the  change  of  sentiment  among  parents,  teachers  and  directors  in 
rural  districts.  Requests  were  sometimes  made  by  the  officers  of 
directors'  conventions  that  the  lecturers  refrain  from  a  discussion 
of  agriculture  as  a  branch  of  study  in  the  rural  school  curriculum. 
When  the  Vocational  Act  of  1913  was  passed,  missionary  work  was 
needed  to  get  people  interested  in  this  type  of  education.  Only  five 
agricultural  high  schools  were  established  the  first  year,  in  spite 
of  the  liberal  aid  of  the  state.  The  next  year  agricultural  depart- 
ments were  established  in  six  additional  high  schools,  and  one 
vocational  school  for  teaching  agricultural  subjects  was  established. 
All  these  schools  and  departments  are  still  in  operation  and  are 
meeting  with  increased  favor. 

Before  an  agricultural  school  or  department  is  established  a 
careful  survey  is  made  of  the  school  district  and  the  surrounding 
territory  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  needs  of  the  community. 
Meetings  are  held  with  the  school  board  before  the  application  is 
approved.  The  officials  of  the  Bureau  assist  in  making  the  necessary 
plans,  and  the  work  is  inspected  and  supervised  from  time  to  time. 

The  school  year  of  1915-16  will  find  agricultural  education  on  a 
vocational  basis  in  twenty-one  counties  of  the  state.  In  seven  of 
these  counties  vocational  schools  have  been  established,  in  which 
courses  of  four  years  are  provided  in  both  agriculture  and  home- 
making.    The  following  lists  are  interesting: 

Vocational  Departments  of  Agriculture  in  High  Schools. 
Waterford,    Erie    County — Waterford    Borough    and    Waterford 
Township. 
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Troy,  Bradford  County. 
Montrose,  Susquehanna  County. 
Honesdale,  Wayne  County. 
Mt.  Pleasant  Twp.,  Westmoreland  County. 
Cambridge  Springs,   Crawford   County. 

Mansfield,  Tioga  County — Mansfield  Borough  and  Richmond  Town- 
ship. 

Mercer,  Mercer  County. 

Lampeter,  Lancaster  County. 

Salix,  Cambria  County. 

Kittannlng,  Armstrong  County. 

Waynesburg,  Greene  County. 

West  Middlesex,  Mercer  County. 

McClellandtown,  Fayette  County — German  Township. 

Stoneboro,  Mercer  County. 

Coudersport,  Potter  County. 

Palmyra,  Lebanon  County. 

Rural  Vocational  Schools. 

Elders  Ridge,  Indiana  County:  Joint  school  supported  by  Kiski- 
minitas  Township,  Armstrong  County;  Young  Township,  West  Leb 
anon  Independent  and  Clarksburg  Independent,  Districts  of  Indiana 
County. 

West  Sunbury,  Butler  County. 

Mt.  Pleasant  Twp.,  Hickory,  Washington  County. 

Fredonia,  Mercer  County. 

Benton,  Columbia  County. 

Ontelaunee,  Leesport,  Berks  County — Complete  consolidation. 

Washington  Twp.,  Falls  Creek,  R.  F.  D.,  Jefferson  County. 

The  work  in  agricultural  education  is  not  always  easy  of  adjust- 
ment to  the  capacity  of  the  pupils  in  the  grades.  College  graduates 
can  not  always  come  down  to  the  level  of  the  pupils  in  their  thinking. 
Texts  of  college  grade  should  not  be  put  into  the  hands  of  pupils  in 
the  grades. 

INDUSTRIAL  EDUCATION. 

At  the  close  of  the  school  year  ending  July  6,  1914,  there  had  been 
established  for  industrial  education  two  day-schools  or  departments, 
ten  evening  schools,  and  one  continuation  school;  and  for  the  house- 
hold arts  three  all-day  schools  or  departments  and  eight  evening 
schools.  These  were  situated  in  eleven  different  counties.  During 
the  past  year  the  number  for  industrial  education  was  increased  to 
four  day-schools,  twenty-one  evening  schools  and  three  continuation 
schools,  and  for  the  household  arts  to  four  all-day  schools,  fourteen 
evening  schools  and  three  continuation  schools  or  classes.  They 
were  located  in  twenty  different  counties  and  had  a  total  enrollment 
of  ten  thousand  persons. 
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The  mining  schools  were  more  successful  last  year  thau  the  pre- 
ceding year.  During  the  period  i'roin  1907  to  1912  there  was  one 
accident  by  explosion  of  gases  for  every  seven  hundred  and  ninety 
thousand  tons  of  coal  mined,  whilst  during  1913  there  was  but  one 
accident  by  explosion  of  gases  for  every  two  million,  five  hundred 
thousand  tons  of  coal  mined.  The  Mine  Inspector,  Mr.  Walsh,  at- 
tributes this  decrease  in  the  number  of  fatal  accidents,  in  large 
measure,  to  the  evening  mining  schools.  The  advisory  committees 
appointed  by  the  various  school  boards  to  assist  the  vocational  schools 
have  been  of  great  assistance. 

The  vocational  department  established  in  the  West  Chester  High 
School  admitted  pupils  from  the  sixth,  seventh  and  eighth  grades. 
The  instruction  was  adapted  to  their  needs  and  the  number  of  em- 
ployment certificates  was  greatly  diminshed.  Superintendent  Jones 
reports  that  only  twenty-nine  such  certificates  were  issued,  whilst 
over  one  hundred  would  have  applied  for  permission  to  work,  if 
there  had  been  no  vocational  classes. 

A  continuation  school  was  conducted  at  Ellsworth  for  foreign 
mothers.  Instruction  in  English  was  given,  also  instruction  in 
cooking,  sewing  and  the  care  of  infants,  during  part  of  a  day  in 
each  week. 

Over  three  thousand  people  were  enrolled  in  the  evening  school  at 
Altoona.  Over  five  hundred  girls  were  enrolled  in  the  dressmaking 
and  millinery  courses,  necessitating  the  employment  of  twelve  teach- 
ers for  this  work.  More  applied  for  the  cooking  classes  than  could 
be  accommodated.  The  shops  and  drawing  rooms  were  crowded  with 
men  desirous  of  instruction  in  English  and  in  things  that  would 
enable  them  to  get  on  in  their  trades. 

In  Erie  the  old  Erie  Academy  was  used  as  a  centre  for  instruc- 
tion in  sewing,  drawing  and  the  arts.  In  Williamsport  the  new  high 
school  furnished  room  for  sewing,  cooking  and  shop  work.  In  Hazle- 
ton  the  old  high  school  has  been  changed  into  a  vcational  school. 
The  city  of  York  installed  auxiliary  wood  working  and  metal  work- 
ing shops,  in  which  the  boy  may  learn  to  operate  a  machine  before  he 
is  transferred  to  a  similar  machine  in  the  commercial  shop.  The 
following  list  of  places  in  which  very  successful  work  in  the  even- 
ing schools  was  done,  is  interesting:  Philadelphia,  Reading,  Wil- 
liamstown,  Williams  Township,  Lyke'ns,  Wiconisco,  Nanticoke,  New- 
port Township,  Plymouth,  Sranton,  Taylor,  Shamokin,  Locust  Gap, 
Strong,  Mt.  Carmel,  Williamsport,  Altoona,  Johnstown,  Pittsburgh, 
Ellsworth,  Erie.  Evening  schools  for  instruction  in  the  household 
arts  were  located  in  Philadelphia,  Reading,  Shamokin,  Nanticoke, 
Scranton,  Altoona,  Williamsport,  Titusville,  Erie,  Pittsburgh,  Ells- 
worth, Johnstown,  Hazleton,  Easton.  Continuation  classes  for  adults 
were  conducted  in  Ellsworth,  Reading  and  Easton. 
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The  securing  of  teachers  for  vocational  schools  is  a  serious  problem. 
Neither  the  teacher  who  has  had  theortical  training  only,  nor  the 
teacher  who  has  had  practical  training  only,  has  been  very  success- 
ful. Teachers  who  have  had  both  professional  and  practical  training- 
have  been  most  satisfactory.  It  is  planned  to  open  training  schools 
for  teachers,  either  on  Saturdays  or  in  the  evening,  in  order  to  supply 
the  lack  of  teachers  qualified  to  give  vocational  instruction. 

The  Bureau  of  Vocational  Education  has  been  requested  to  make 
surveys  of  industrial  and  school  conditions,  with  a  view  of  making 
recommendations  for  the  establishment  of  industrial  schools,  suited 
to  the  needs  of  the  community.  The  Bureau  is  now  co-operaing  with 
the  trustees  of  the  Johnson  Memorial  Fund  in  the  making  of  a  survey 
of  the  city  of  Scranton  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  an  endowed 
industrial  school. 

The  lessons  prepared  by  J.  J.  Walsh  on  mine  gases  and  ventilation, 
and  distributed  by  the  Bureau,  will  appear  in  book  form  so  that 
they  can  be  purchased.  The  Bureau  is  now  gathering  material  for 
a  series  of  lessons  in  electricity,  arithmetic,  mining  and  drawing, 
as  needed  in  a  mining  school.  These  lessons  will  be  issued  in  mimeo- 
graph form,  with  the  hope  that  in  no  long  time  they  can  be  sufficient- 
ly perfected  to  appear  in  permanent  form. 

CONTINUATION  SCHOOLS. 

After  January  1,  1916,  the  schools  in  our  industrial  centres  will 
face  a  new  problem.  The  magnitude  of  the  problem  was  diminished 
somewhat  by  the  interpretation  of  the  Attorney  General  who  holds 
that  the  law  is  not  retroactive,  and  hence  does  not  annul  the  em- 
ployment certificates  now  in  the  hands  of  minors  between  fourteen 
and  sixteen  years  of  age.  The  law  limits  the  duration  of  employment 
for  minors  under  sixteen  years  of  age  to  fifty-one  hours  per  week. 
Eight  hours  must  be  spent  in  continuation  schools,  where  such 
schools  are  provided,  thus  diminishing  the  hours  of  labor  to  forty- 
three  per  week,  whilst  the  labor  of  adults  may  reach  fifty-four  hours. 
The  necessary  adjustment  of  the  two  types  of  employment  is  not 
easy  in  someof  our  industrial  establishments.  Several  results  may 
be  expected. 

First:  Some  of  the  minors  will  be  dismissed  from  work  and  forced 
back  to  school,  thereby  increasing  the  number  of  pupils,  for  whom 
provision  must  be  made  in  the  public  schools. 

Second:  Some  will  be  continued  at  work  under  new  conditions, 
and  for  these  a  suitable  type  of  instruction  in  continuation  schools 
must  be  provided. 

Third:  Some  who  drop  out  of  work  will  seek  to  escape  the  truant 
officer  because  school  is  not  congenial  to  their  tastes.  These  last 
form  a  difficult  problem.     The  youth  between  fourteen  and  sixteen, 
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who  is  permitted  to  loaf  streets,  alleys  and  other  public  places,  seldom 
acquires  steady  habits  of  work.  It  will  require  teachers  of  the  high- 
est tact  and  skill  to  make  schooling  attractive  to  such  minors.  Work 
with  tools  will  interest  some,  but  most  of  them  will  be  in  danger  of 
drifting  into  the  ranks  of  unskilled  labor,  if  not  of  the  dependent 
classes. 

The  new  law  prescribes  a  higher  grade  of  attainments  for  obtaining 
the  employment  certificate.  Many  of  those  who  now  hold  employment 
certificates  could  not  have  qualified  under  the  new  standard  of  em- 
ployment, and  if  these  had  been  forced  back  to  school,  it  would  have 
disarranged  the  classification  and  made  these  older  pupils  feel  out 
of  place  alongside  of  their  younger  school-mates.  Retroactive  legis- 
lation always  causes  embarrassment  and  should  be  avoided  in  the 
interest  of  taxpayers,  teachers  and  pupils. 

MILITARY  TRAINING. 

Whenever  anything  goes  wrong  in  the  state,  the  church,  the  home 
or  the  community,  people  look  to  the  school  for  a  remedy.  Although 
the  national  government  expends  sixty-seven  per  cent,  of  its  revenues 
upon  the  army  and  the  navy,  there  is  a  growing  feeling  that  all  is 
not  well  with  our  means  of  national  defense,  and  there  are  those 
who  believe  the  defect  should  be  remedied  by  the  introduction  of 
military  drill  into  the  public  schools.  Because  life  in  the  army  has 
so  few  attractions  for  the  common  soldier  that  the  enlistments  fall 
short  of  the  full  quota  by  many  thousands,  it  is  believed  that  the 
average  pupil  would  acquire  a  taste  for  soldiering  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  military  instruction  into  our  high  schools  and  colleges.  Be- 
cause the  girl  in  the  modern  home  no  longer  acquires  the  ability  to 
make  a  good  home,  domestic  science  and  the  household  arts  must  be 
taught  in  our  public  schools.  Because  the  hiring  of  apprentices  has 
vanished  from  some  trades  and  been  limited  to  a  selected  few  in 
others,  the  demand  is  made  that  the  handicrafts  shall  be  taught  in 
highly  organized  and  well  equipped  vocational  schools.  Because 
boys  leave  the  farm  in  increasing  numbers  to  seek  their  fortune  in 
the  city,  agriculture  must  be  taught  to  revive  the  interest  in  the 
farm  and  its  operations.  Whenever  a  new  idea  enters  the  skull  of 
a  reformer,  the  aid  of  the  schools  is  straigthway  invoked,  and  the 
little  woman  is  expected  to  accomplish  reforms,  at  which  the  editor 
and  the  philanthropist  have  admitted  failure.  In  so  far  as  the  school 
age  is  the  proper  period  for  teaching  the  trade  or  the  vocation,  it 
is  justifiable  1o  spend  the  taxpayers'  money  for  vocational  education, 
but  there  are  limitations  in  the  age  and  sex  of  the  pupils,  in  the 
amount  which  the  taxpayer  can  furnish  for  such  purposes  and  in 
in  the  demand  which  the  public  makes  for  preparation  for  the  trades 
and  vocations. 
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Whether  the  occupation  of  the  soldier  should  be  made  an  integral 
part  of  vocational  education,  is  seriously  questioned  by  experts  in 
public  education.  Speaking  of  military  drill  as  an  exercise  from 
a  physiological  point  of  view,  Dr.  Dudley  A.  Sargent,  Director  of 
the  Hemenway  Gymnasium  of  Harvard  University,  says:  "My  prin- 
cipal objection  to  military  drill,  as  a  physical  exercise,  is  that  it 
does  not,  to  any  extent,  meet  the  physiological  demands  of  the  body. 
In  other  words,  it  is  not  of  sufficient  interest,  as  a  means  of  physical 
development,  to  arouse  any  moral  earnestness  and  enthusiasm  on 
the  part  of  boys.  The  exercise  of  the  manual  is  not  performed  with 
sufficient  force  and  rapidity  to  engage  the  energetic  contraction  of 
the  muscles  employed.  It  is  essentially  a  one-sided  exercise,  bring- 
ing into  excessive  action  the  elevators  of  the  right  scapula,  the  deltoid, 
biceps,  flexors  of  the  forearm,  wrist  and  fingers  of  the  right*  side, 
while  other  muscles,  excepting  the  legs  on  parade  days,  do  not  get 
sufficient  employment  to  keep  them  in  good  condition.  It  does  not 
increase  the  respiration  and  quicken  the  circulation  to  a  sufficient 
extent  to  secure  the  constitutional  benefits  that  should  accrue  from 
exercise."  Hans  Balin,  from  whom  this  quotation  is  taken,  goes 
on  to  say:  "This  judgment  of  the  value  of  tactic  exercises  is  not 
new  by  any  means.  The  armies  of  Europe  have  long  ago  introduced 
gymnastics  for  the  physical  development  of  the  young  soldier.  It 
was  plainly  demonstrated  that  military  tactics  did  not  straighten  the 
young  recruit,  or  make  him  fit  to  endure  the  hardships  of  a  soldier's 
life.  Hence  officers  were  trained  in  the  art  of  gymnastics,  and  the 
good  results  attained  during  the  service  were  credited  to  the  general 
work  in  gymnastics.  When  in  1S70-71  France  experienced  the  superi- 
ority of  the  German  army  and  soldier,  she  not  only  introduced  gym- 
nastics as  an  innovation  to  secure  better  results,  but  also  blessed 
her  boys  in  the  public  schools  with  military  drill.  Recently  this  plan 
was  abandoned  and  the  costly  outfit  of  uniforms  and  other  military 
equipment  sold  at  auction.  Instead  the  authorities  have  paid  greater 
attention  to  gymnastics.  German  educaors  have  at  all  times  protested 
against  any  militarism  in  the  schools.  Dr.  Augerstein,  himself  a 
military  surgeon  of  high  rank,  condemned  military  drill  in  schools 
'as  a  physiological  crime.'  No  less  an  authority  than  Feldmarschall 
Molkte  to  whom  our  advocates  of  military  drill  will  concede  military 
foresight  and  ardent  patriotism,  disfavored  it  in  the  schools,  but 
recognized  in  gymnastics  a  superior  means  to  attain  the  end." 

Switzerland's  citizen  soldiery  is  sometimes  quoted  as  an  example 
for  us  to  imitate,  but  those  who  quote  her  example  as  an  argument 
for  military  drill  either  forget,  or  do  not  know,  that  the  Swiss  youth 
begins  drill  with  muskets  only  after  he  has  reached  the  twentieth  year, 
that  is,  at  a* time  when  the  American  youth  has  finished  his  high 
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school  education.  To  introduce  militarism  into  our  public  schools 
is  a  case  of  out-Heroding  Herod  by  going  beyond  the  practice  of  Euro- 
pean countries. 

WORK  IN  THE  GRADES. 

The  common  schools  were  established  to  banish  illiteracy  and 
to  make  ignorance  impossible.  By  far,  the  greatest  work  is  done 
in  the  grades  where  pupils  are  taught  to  read  and  write  and  reckon. 
This  training  is  presupposed  in  all  vocations  and  is,  therefore,  de- 
serving of  being  called  vocational.  A  knowledge  of  the  three  R's  is 
essential  for  adjustment  to  our  modern  civilization.  One  can  hardly 
find  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  above  the  age  of  ten  who  is  unable 
to  read  and  write.  If  it  were  not  for  the  influx  of  foreigners,  Penn- 
sylvania would  rank  among  the  states  west  of  the  Mississippi  River 
in  low  percentage  of  illiteracy. 

A  child's  most  valuable  possessions  are  health,  brains,  time  and 
opportunity.  Fewer  children  are  born,  but  they  live  longer.  The 
health  of  the  human  race  is  improving.  From  the  fourteenth  century 
down  to  1880  the  average  length  of  human  life  increased  ten  years. 
Since  1880  the  increase  has  been  twelve  years.  This  indicates  our 
progress  in  the  observance  of  the  laws  of  health  and  sanitation. 
These  laws  should  receive  due  attention  in  all  types  of  schools. 

THE  STATE  SCHOOL  FUND. 

The  accumulation  of  the  State  School  Fund  is  now  in  excess  of 
one  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  dollars.  From  the  income 
two  districts  have  been  aided,  Polk  in  Venango  County  by  a  donation 
of  five  hundred  dollars,  and  Price  Township  in  Monroe  County  by 
payment  of  the  salary  of  one  teacher.  The  gradual  increase  of  the 
State  School  Fund  will  enable  the  State  Board  of  Education  to 
equalize  educational  opportunities  in  other  sections  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

AID  TO  RURAL  SCHOOLS. 

"To  him  that  hath  shall  be  given  and  from  him  that  hath  not  shall 
be  taken  away  even  that  which  he  hath."  This  scriptural  passage  has 
been  facetiously  applied  to  the  distribution  of  the  school  appropriation 
Under  Governor  Stuart  the  biennial  appropriation  was  raised  from 
eleven  to  fifteen  million  dollars.  If  the  money  had  been  distributed 
on  the  present  basis,  the  allotment  per  teacher  would  have  been 
189.43,  and  the  allotment  per  pupil  would  have  been  $2.31.  Since 
that  time  the  former  amount  has  sunk  to  $69.40,  and  the  latter  to 
$1.77. 

The  following  comparison  shows  how  the  growth  in  the  number 
of  teachers  and  pupils  has  outrun  any  increase  of  the  state  appro- 
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priation.  Had  the  school  appropriation  of  $7,500,000  annually  since 
1907  been  apportioned  on  the  basis  of  children  and  teachers,  the 
rates  would  have  been  as  follows: 


1908, 

Children, 

12.31, 

Teachers, 

$89.43 

1909, 

Children, 

2.29, 

Teachers, 

88.49 

1910, 

Children, 

2.17, 

Teachers, 

82.40 

1911, 

Children, 

2.07, 

Teachers, 

79.90 

1912, 

Children, 

1.98, 

Teachers, 

77.50 

1913, 

Children, 

1.90, 

Teachers, 

75.46 

1914, 

Children, 

1.85, 

Teachers, 

72.40 

1915, 

Children, 

1.77, 

Teachers, 

69.40 

In  fact  every  new  idea  is  apt  to  be  fostered  by  taking  money  out 
of  the  general  school  appropriation.  From  a  financial  point  of  view, 
the  rural  schools  are  worse  off  and  in  greater  need  of  help  than  they 
were  five  years  ago.  Can  this  downward  tendency  in  the  amount 
which  reaches  the  rural  schools  be  checked?  There  seems  to  be  no 
affirmative  answer  to  this  question,  unless  increased  sources  of 
revenue  can  be  provided  for  the  state  treasury. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

NATHAN  C.  SCHAEFFER, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 
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STATISTICAL  STATEMENT 


RELATING   TO   THE   PUBLIC   SCHOOLS   OF   PENNSYLVANIA    FOR   THE 
SCHOOL  YEAR  ENDING  JULY  5,  1915,  INCLUDING  PHILADELPHIA. 


Number  of  school  districts  in  the  State,   2,57G 

Number  of  school  houses,    15,381 

Number  of  schools,    39,306 

Number  of  first  grade  high   schools 251 

Number  of  second  grade  high  schools 284 

Number  of  third  grade  high  schools,   375 

Number  of  county  superintendents,    60 

Number  of  assistant  county  superintendents,    .  .  75 

Number  of  district   superintendents,    119 

Number  of  male   teachers,    8,917 

Number  of  female  teachers,    32,366 

Whole  number  of  teachers,   41,283 

Average  salary  of  male  teachers  per  month,  ....  $68.43 

Average  salary  of  female  teachers  per  month,  . . .  $50.14 

Average  length  of  school  term  in  months, 8.61 

Whole  number  of  pupils,   1,461,937 

Average  number  of  pupils  in  daily  attendance,  . .  1.166,513 

Cost  of  school  houses,  buildings,  renting,  etc.,  .  .  $12,949,792.61 

Teachers'  wages,   $25,687,143.63 

Cost  of  text  books,  $1,170,635.44 

Cost  of  school  supplies  other  than  text  books,  in- 
cluding maps,  globes,  etc.,   $1 ,076,569.65 

Salaries  of  secretaries  of  school  boards, $249,707.54 

Foes  of  treasurers  of  school  boards, $257,337.82 

Total  cost  of  collection  of  taxes $715,452.57 

Cost  of  enforcement  of  compulsory   attendance 

law,    $198,991.71 

All  other  expenses,   $15,808,594.64 

Total  expenditures,    $58,114,225.61 

Regular  appropriation  to  common  schools  for  the 

school  year  ending  July  5,  1915, $7,096,077.19 

Appropriation    for   free    tuition    of    students    in 
State  Normal   Schools  for  school  year  ending 

July  5,  1915,   $300,000.00 
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Appropriation   to  Philadelphia  Normal   Schools,  $36,000.00 

Appropriation    to    pay    tuition    of    non-resident 

pupils,    150,000.00 

Appropriation   for   township   and   borough   high 

schools,    $225,000.00 

Appropriation  for  county  superintendents'  sal- 
aries,      $120,000.00 

Items  compared  with  those  of  the  preceding  year  ending  July  6,  1914, 

Philadelphia  included. 

Increase  in  number  of  schools,  1,519 

Increase  in  number  of  male  teachers,   5G7 

Increase  in  number  of  female  teachers,  1,120 

Increase  in  salary  of  male  teachers,  per  month,  $.37 

Increase  in  salary  of  female  teachers,  per  month,  $.70 

Increase  in  length  of  school  term,    .01 

Increase  in  number  of  pupils,   60,612 

Increase  in  teachers'  wages, $1,852,735.94 

Increase  in  cost    of    building,    purchasing    and 

renting,    $3,103,801.0!) 

Condition   of  system,   not  including  Philadelphia,  with   compari- 
sons: 

Number  of  districts,  2,575,  increase, 8 

Number  of  schools,  34,514,  increase, 1,637 

Number  of  pupils,  1,250,392,  increase,   53,948 

Average  daily  attendance,  990,551,  increase, 34,805 

Per  cent,  of  attendance,  .89,  increase, .02 

Average  length  of  school  term  in  months,    8.41,    in- 
crease,      -01 

Number  of  male  teachers,  8,266,  increase,  457 

Number  of  female  teachers,  27,662,  increase 785 

Whole  number  of  teachers,  35,928,  increase, 1,242 

Average  salary  of  male  teachers  per  month,  $66.94, 

increase,    $ .  23 

Average  salary  of  female  teachers  per  month,  $49.47, 

increase,    $ .  61 

Purchasing  building,  repairing  houses,  renting,  etc., 

$10,558,537.49,  increase,    $2.897,614. 85 

Teachers'  wages,  $20,071,937.45,  increase, $1,219,636.54 

Cost  of  text  books,  $979,061.46,  increase,   $1,879.85 

Salaries  of  secretaries,  $244,707.54,  decrease, $4,580.62 

Cost  of  enforcement  of  compulsory  attendance,  $149,- 

309.42,  decrease, $896. 12 
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Fees  of  treasurers,  f 252,295.27,  decrease,  f 2,678 .  09 

All  others  expenses,  f  13,897,149.60,  increase, $1,222,065.74 

Total  expenditures,  $46,S44,448.94,  increase,   $4,155,821 .  51 

Average  number  of  mills  levied,  9.09,  increase, .3 

Philadelphia. 

Number  of  schools,    4,792 

Number  of  male  teachers, 651 

Number  of  female  teachers,  .         4,704 

Average  salary  of  male  teachers  per  month, $166.40 

Average  salary  of  female  teachers  per  month, 94.00 

Number  of  pupils  in  school  at  end  of  year, 202,545 

Average  attendance,    176,062 

Cost  of  school  houses,  purchasing,  renting,  etc.,  ....  $2,391,255.12 

Teachers'  wages,   $ 5,615,206. 18 

Cost  of  school  text  books, $191,573 .  98 

Cost  of  school  supplies  other  than  text  books $141,455.88 

Salary  of  secretary,    $5,000.00 

Cost  of  enforcement  of  compulsory  attendance  law,.  .  $49,682.29 

All  other  expenses,    $2,875,603.22 

Total  expenditures,    $11,269,776. 67 

Pittsburgh. 

Number  of  schools,    2,387 

Number  of  male  teachers,   458 

Number  of  female  teachers, 2,242 

Average  salary  of  male  teachers  per  month, $182.15 

Average  salary  of  female  teachers  per  month, $94.10 

Number  of  pupils  in  school  at  end  of  year, 101,626 

Average   attendance,    94,326 

Cost  of  school  houses,  purchasing,  renting,  etc.,   ....  $1,247,562.54 

Teachers,  wages,   $2,558,694. 19 

Cost  of  school  text  books, $48,107.05 

Cost  of  school  supplies  other  than  text  books $114,305.55 

Salary  of  secretary,   $5,000.00 

Fees  of  treasurer,  $4,000.00 

Al  other  expenses,    $1,460,518.49 

Total  expenditures,    $5,428,187.82 
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FINANCIAL  STATEMENT— WALTER  A.  MILLER,  CLERK  OF  BOARD  OF 
TRUSTEES,  JUNE  1,  1914,  TO  MAY  31,   1915,  INCLUSIVE. 


Receipts. 

Amount  received  from  the  State.  f 33,900 .  70 

Amount  received  from  sale  of  machine  shop  scrap,  rags, 

and  from  cancellation  of  old  insurance  policies,  50.16 

133,950.  SO 
Expenditures. 

Barber,    |19.05 

Furniture      and      furnishings,      brooms      and 

brushes,  fixtures,  etc., 237 .  72 

Conveyance,    61 .  86 

Clothing,  dry  goods,  etc.,   2,635.83 

Provisions,  groceries,  fruit  and  vegetables,  ...  5,910.48 

Fuel,    1,348.24 

Petty  cash  account,   654.49 

Ice,   35.64 

Insurance,     893 .  53 

Water  rent,    178. 50 

Telephone  rent,   24. 00 

Hardware  and  sundries,  117.14 

Interest  on  money  borrowed. 38 .  13 

Lighting  and  poAver, 767. 08 

Paint,  painting,  etc.,   264 .  67 

Plumbing,   etc.,    346. 92 

Printing  and  stationery  and  office  supplies,.  .  .  .  288.93 

Repairs,     3,727. 88 

Educational    supplies,   1,264. 61 

Farm  and  lawn  supplies, 445.00 

Medical  supplies, 24.00 

Salaries  and  wages,   14,667. 16 

133,950 .  8i\ 

Inventory  of  stored  goods,  May  31,  1914 $894.29 

Inventory  of  stored  goods,  May  31,  1915, 692.33 

Difference  in  inventory, $201 .  96 

Expenditures, $33,950.86 


Gross  cost  of  maintenance, $34,152.82 
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From  which  must  be  deducted  in  order  to  se- 
cure the  net  cost  of  maintenance,  the  follow- 
ing extraordinary  payments: 

Insurance  (less  amounts  received  for  cancelled 
policies),    1851.45 

Amiesite  repair  work  on  roads,   2,992 .  00 

3,843.45 

Net  cost  of  maintenance, f 30,309. 37 

Average  number  of  scholars  enrolled  during  year,   „  73 

Average  cost  of  maintaining  each  scholar  for  the  year,..  .f 415. 20 

Average  cost  of  maintaining  each  scholar  per  week,    ...  7.98.1 

Average  cost  per  week  1910-1911, $10.22 

Average  cost  per  week  1911-1912, 9. 15 

Average  cost  per  week  1912-1913, 8.94 

Average  cost  per  week  1913-1914,   8. 17£ 

Average  cost  per  week  1914-1915,  7.98| 
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REPORTS    OF   COUNTY   SUPERIiNTENDENTS 


ADAMS  COUNTY— H.  Milton  Roth. 


In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  law,  I  have  the  honor 
herewith  to  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  County  Superintendent 
of  Adams  county  for  the  year  ending  July  6,  1915. 

The  year  has  been  one  of  steady  progress  and  uniformly  successful 
work.  To  the  hearty  co-operation  of  teachers,  directors,  parents  and 
pupils,  to  the  courtesy  and  support  of  the  county  papers,  and  the 
able  and  ever  ready  assistance  rendered  by  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction  at  Harrisburg  have  been  due,  in  no  small  degree,  the 
efficiency  and  usefulness  of  our  schools  during  the  year. 

Well  equipped  and  conscientious  teachers,  with  a  few  exceptions, 
were  in  charge  of  the  schools.  Many  of  them  were  anxious  to  better 
prepare  themselves  for  the  work  of  the  school  room  and  were, 
therefore,  taking  advantage  of  the  training  at  our  State  Normal 
Schools  and  the  summer  schools  at  State  College,  Susquehanna  Uni- 
versity, University  of  Pennsylvania,  Chautauqua  Lake,  New  York, 
and  other  schools  of  like  character. 

One  hundred  three  of  the  teachers  were  enrolled  as  members  of 
the  State  Educational  Association. 

Of  the  two  hundred  twenty  teachers  employed  twenty  were  with- 
out previous  experience;  seventy-eight  held  provisional  certificates; 
forty-three  held  professional  certificates,  twenty-seven  held  county 
permanent  certificates;  sixty-seven  were  normal  school  graduates 
and  four  were  graduates  of  colleges. 

The  fourteenth  annual  summer  meeting  of  the  teachers  of  the 
county  convened  at  Gettysburg,  August  26,  1914.  In  addition  to  the 
work  of  outlining  and  planning  for  the  next  year,  Miss  Mary  Harris 
of  the  Cumberland  Valley  State  Normal  School,  gave  instruction  on 
"Methods  in  Number,"  and  Superintendent  O.  C.  Gortner,  of  Han- 
over, discussed  "The  Teacher's  Problems."  The  meeting  was  full 
of  interest  and  profit,  especially  to  the  "Beginner  Teachers."  One 
hundred  fifty-six  of  the  corps  of  teachers  were  present. 

Our  county  teachers'  institute  was  held  during  the  week  of  Novem- 
ber 16th,  1914,  and  was  pronounced  by  all  to  be  successful.  All 
the  teachers  were  in  attendance.     Dr.  J.   C.  Willis,  of  Lexington, 
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Ky.,  and  Prof.  Harlan  E.  Hall,  of  Cumberland,  Ohio,  were  the 
regular  day  instructors.  Dr.  Ezra  Lehman,  of  the  Shippensburg 
State  Normal  School,  Dr.  P.  M.  Harbold,  of  the  Millersville  State 
Normal  School,  and  Dr.  H.  R.  Shipherd,  of  Pennsylvania  College, 
delivered  valuable  addresses.  Mr.  Irvin  L.  Taylor,  of  Gettysburg, 
had  charge  of  the  singing.  The  evening  attractions  consisted  of  Miss 
Margaret  Stahl,  Clara  Wallace  Concert  Company,  the  Collegians 
and  Ralph  Bingham.  The  entertainments  proved  to  be  one  of  the 
strongest  courses  ever  brought  before  an  institute  in  the  county. 

The  school  directors'  meeting  continues  to  be  one  of  the  great  edu- 
cational events  of  the  year.  The  convention  was  held  on  the  11th 
and  12th  of  February.  The  lecturers  were  High  School  Inspector 
James  G.  Pentz,  Harrisburg;  Prof.  R.  N.  McNeal,  Harrisburg;  Prof. 
L.  H.  Dennis,  Harrisburg;  Dr.  P.  P.  Claxton,  United  States  Commis- 
sioner of  Education,  Washington,  D.  C. 

The  questions  for  discussion  were  ''Equipment,"  "Co-operation," 
"School  Directors  and  Public  Sentiment,"  "Does  it  Pay?"  "The 
Farmer  of  To-morrow,"  "The  School  and  the  Farm,"  "The  Educa- 
tion Needed  for  the  Farmer  and  the  Farmer's  Wife,"  and  "Sugges- 
tions for  the  Improvement  of  the  Rural  Schools."  All  of  the  speak- 
ers as  well  as  their  discussions  were  well  received  by  the  directors. 
An  inspiring  address  was  delivered  on  "The  Little  Red  School 
House"  by  the  president  of  the  convention,  Rev.  William  K.  Fleck. 
An  interesting  feature  of  the  program  was  a  complete  report  of  the 
State  Convention  which  was  made  by  one  of  the  delegates,  John  H. 
Menges,  of  Conewago  township.  Officers  for  next  year  are:  Presi- 
dent, Rev.  William  K.  Fleck,  of  Fairfield;  vice-presidents,  Robert 
K.  Major,  of  Straban  township,  and  Emerson  L.  Eckert,  of  Oxford 
township;  secretary,  Samuel  R.  Bair,  of  Conewago  township;  treas- 
urer, Irvin  L.  Taylor,  of  Gettysburg.  Henry  Hantz,  of  Reading; 
Rev.  William  K.  Fleck,  Fairfield;  John  W.  Smith,  Tyrone;  Orpheus 
U.  G.  Diller,  York  Springs,  and  Howard  S.  Reigle,  McSherrystoWn, 
were  elected  as  delegates  to  the  State  convention  in  1916. 

We  have  eight  high  schools  doing  splendid  work.  The  number 
of  young  people  graduated  from  these  schools  this  year  was  forty- 
three.  The  remarkable  feature  about  this  number  is  that  twenty- 
three  of  these  are  boys.  A  large  per  cent,  of  them  will  attend  higher 
institutions  of  learning. 

The  term  of  the  high  school  at  Fair-field  has  been  lengthened  to 
eight  months.  The  new  high  school  at  Biglerville  which  was  estab- 
lished during  the  year,  closed  a  very  successful  term's  work.  The 
term  for  all  the  schools  in  this  borough  has  been  made  eight  months. 
The  directors  of  Arendtsville  borough  have  elected  an  assistant  high 
school  teacher  and  have  adopted  a  three-year  course  of  study,  and 
next  year  will  qualify  as  a  high  school  of  the  second  class.     With 
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two  assistants  in  the  high  school  and  a  four-year  course  of  study  the 
high  school  at  Littlestown  will  qualify  for  a  first  class  school.  Get- 
tysburg introduced  domestic  science  and  art  into  the  high  school  and 
under  efficient  instruction  is  reaching  very  satisfactory  results.  A 
teacher  in  sewing  is  also  employed. 

Forty-three  boys  and  girls  of  the  rural  schools  qualified  for  the 
common  school  diploma  and  the  majority  of  them  will  attend  high 
school  next  year. 

Gettysburg  built  a  new  story  to  the  assembly  room  of  the  higli 
school  building  which  will  be  occupied  by  the  high  school.  The  first 
floor  was  changed  into  class  rooms,  kitchen,  dining  room,  and  sew- 
ing room.  These  rooms  were  equipped  with  all  the  necessary  ma- 
terial and  furniture  for  department  of  domestic  science  and  art. 
Additional  heating,  ventilating  and  lighting  were  also  installed  in 
the  building. 

Arendtsville  borough  erected  a  fine,  up-to-date,  two-story  brick 
building  on  a  fine  site  overlooking  the  village.  The  building  contains 
four  school  rooms,  recitation  room,  cloak  rooms  and  two  halls.  It 
is  furnished  with  patent  desks,  heated  and  ventilated  by  the  im- 
proved furnaces,  and  lighted  by  electricity.  Approximate  cost 
$5,000.  The  building  was  dedicated  with  appropriate  ceremones  last 
February. 

Liberty,  Cumberland  and  Butler  townships  each  build  new  brick 
houses  to  conform  with  the  plans  and  specifications  of  the  State 
Board  of  Education.  Berwick  built  a  one-room  addition  to  the 
Green  Spring  school  house,  remodeled  the  old  building  and  organized 
another  school. 

Union  township  directors  are  planning  to  build  a  new  house  at 
Chestnut  Hill  in  place  of  the  one  that  was  destroyed  by  fire  last 
spring. 

A  number  of  districts  repaired,  refurnished  and  otherwise  im- 
proved their  buildings  and  grounds. 

Another  agriculture  contest  was  conducted  by  the  Boys'  and 
Girls'  Leagues  during  the  week  of  the  county  institute.  The  ex- 
hibits consisted  of  corn,  potatoes,  patchwork,  rugs,  drawing,  dressed 
dolls,  bread,  cake,  candy,  etc.  The  exhibits  were  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  board  of  advisers  with  the  county  superintendent  as 
chairman.  Money  prizes  were  awarded  for  the  best  exhibits  in  each 
class.  The  activities  of  these  leagues  are  highly  beneficial  to  the 
communities  in  which  they  exist. 

The  campaign  in  spelling  which  was  put  on  foot  last  year  was  con- 
tinued and  the  second  contest  was  held  in  the  court  house,  April 
3rd.  These  contests  arc  about  the  fines!  thing  that  could  have  been 
introduced  into  the  schools  to  spur  education  in  the  county.  Tt  is 
a  revival  of  one  of  the  most  important  studies.     Tt  gives  the  pupil 


22  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

a  good  review  in  spelling.  The  successful  contestants  in  district  and 
county  matches  received  a  diploma  for  spelling.  The  best  live  spell- 
ers each  received  a  copy  of  Webster's  Dictionary. 

Eight  hundred  sixty  pupils  in  the  county  were  perfect  in  attend- 
ance during  the  year  and  were  awarded  the  Certificate  of  Award. 

Township  and  borough  educational  meetings,  local  institutes,  liter- 
ary societies,  spelling  schools,  district  and  county  rallies,  home  and 
school  associations,  farmer  clubs,  agricultural  meetings,  fruit  grower 
associations,  parent-teacher  meetings,  mothers'  meetings,  all  these 
agencies  contribute  to  the  interest  of  community  life  and  social 
center  work. 


ALLEGHENY  COUNTY— Samuel   Hamilton. 


In  order  to  get  the  annual  report  from  Allegheny  county  within 
due  bounds  it  will  be  necessary  to  present  it  in  outline  form  under 
the  heads  suggested  by  the  State  Department. 

1.  Professional  Advancement.  In  this  department  the  following 
agencies,  organized  to  promote  professional  growth  and  professional 
efficiency,  may  be  reported  as  actually  operating  during  the  past 
year: 

a.  A  Principals'  Round  Table,  enrolling  about  100  members,  holds 
monthly  meetings  during  the  school  year  to  study  and  discuss  pro- 
fessional questions. 

b.  Local  institutes  were  thoroughly  organized  last  year  in  seven- 
teen townships. 

c.  A  local  teachers'  reading  circle  was  conducted  in  almost  every 
district.    One  or  two  books  are  critically  studied  each  year. 

d.  An  organization  of  township  principals  met  during  the  year 
once  each  month  in  the  superintendent's  office  to  discuss  the  prob- 
lems confronting  them. 

e.  Last  year  three  surveys  were  made  of  school  work, — one  in 
spelling,  one  in  arithmetic,  and  one  in  writing.  These  survey  tests 
were  made  under  the  direction  of  the  Principals'  Pound  Table.  They 
were  conducted  in  a  very  scientific  manner,  and  thus  induced  a  study 
of  school  problems  from  the  scientific  point  of  view. 

2.  Social  Activities. — a.  Social  center  work  was  very  effectively 
carried  on  in  Sewicklev,  Edgewood,  Edgeworth,  Pobinson,  Oakmont, 
Verona,  West  View,  Penn,  Versailles  Borough,  Dormont,  and  per- 
haps in  other  places.     The  outline  prescribed  by  the  State  classifies 
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parent  teachers'  associations  as  a  different  activity  from  social  cen- 
ter work,  and  yet  the  latter  is  practically  a  part  of  the  former.  As- 
sociations of  parents,  teachers,  and  citizens  in  various  forms  were 
organized  and  met  regularly  in  some  fourteen  districts.  In  addition 
to  that,  almost  every  school  had  visiting  days  and  inspection  of  work 
which,  in  a  sense,  may  be  regarded  as  a  phase  of  social  life,  but 
scarcely  social  center  work. 

b.  We  have  no  vocational  schools  except  the  manual  training, 
domestic  art  and  commercial  departments  of  the  high  schools. 

c.  Evening  schools  were  conducted  in  Turtle  Creek,  McKees 
Rocks,  Sewickley,  l'enn  township,  and  Duquesne. 

d.  Continuation  schools  were  operated  in  Wilmerding,  Edge- 
worth,  Dormont,  Crafton,  and  Sewickley. 

e.  In  the  county  there  are  fifteen  school,  or  high  school  orches- 
tras and  numerous  quartets,  glee  clubs,  and  chorus  clubs. 

f.  Probably  three-fourths  of  all  our  schools  observed  Arbor  Day, 
and  Peace  Day.  The  birthdays  of  great  men  and  great  women  were 
generally  celebrated  in  an  appropriate  way. 

g.  In  many  of  our  towns  Bird  Day  wTas  observed  and  Audubon 
Societies  and  Birds  Clubs,  too  numerous  to  mention,  were  organized. 

h.  An  inter-high  school  debating  contest  was  conducted  in  which 
thirteen  high  school  teams  took  part.  A  scholarship  offered  by  the 
University  of  Pittsburgh  was  awarded  to  the  pupil  with  the  best 
record. 

i.  Contests  in  reading,  spelling  and  number  were  held  in  many 
districts. 

j.  Summer  playground  work  is  thoroughly  organized  in  North 
Braddock,  Turtle  Creek,  East  Pittsburgh,  Pitcairn,  Wilmerding, 
Dravosburg,  Duquesne,  Sewickley,  Munhall,  Knoxville,  and  Port 
Vue.  The  corporations  in  many  of  these  towns  share  in  part  the  ex- 
pense for  equipment  and  maintenance. 

k.  Baking  contests  were  held  in  Wilmerding,  Versailles  borough. 
ISouth  Fayette  township,  Turtle  Creek,  and  East  Pittsburgh. 

1.  Corn  clubs  were  conducted  in  Robinson,  Patton,  Pine,  and 
Harrison  townships.  Poultry  clubs  were  organized  in  Shaler  and 
Jefferson  townships;  an  onion  club,  in  Penn ;  school  gardens,  in 
Shaler,  Mt.  Lebanon,  Versailles  borough,  Jefferson,  Dormont,  and 
Knoxville. 

m.  Elson  art  exhibits  were  given  in  Versailles  borough  and  in 
Dormont. 

n.  Essay  contests  were  held  in  Crafton  and  in  Etna  under  the 
direction  of  the  women's  clubs  and  other  organizations. 

o.  In  many  of  the  districts  there  were  teams  in  baseball,  basket- 
ball and  volley  ball. 

p.  Numerous  field  day  programs  were  carried  out,  and  athletic 
meets  and  carnivals  of.  sports,  held.     Tn  Dormont  a  pengeant  was 
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given  in  which  hundreds  took  part  in  tbe  presence-  of  thousands  of 
spectators.  In  many  of  our  towns  a  clean-up  day  is  observed  an- 
nually. 

3.  Administrative  Progress. — We  have  consolidation  of  schools, 
without  transportation,  in  thirty-five  populous  townships.  There  is 
no  transportation  of  pupils  by  wagon.  In  Chartiers,  and  Neville 
townships  children  are  transported  on  car  lines  at  public  expense. 
There  are  twenty-seven  districts  in  which  a  partial  or  a  complete  sys- 
tem of  consolidation  by  transportation  could  be  used.  Early  in  the 
year  the  superintendent  prepared  a  leaflet  on  the  subject  and  sent 
it  to  directors,  but  the  seed  thus  planted  has  not  yet  borne  any 
fruit. 

a.  In  many  of  our  towns  the  children  in  the  seventh  and  eighth 
grades  are  brought  togetber  in  one  class  in  one  building,  but  not  at 
public  expense. 

b.  In  the  towns  our  good  teachers  are  generally  retained,  but 
in  the  townships  many  move  every  year.  This  is  not  due  to  any 
unwillingness  on  the  part  of  the  board  to  retain  them,  but  ratber 
to  the  quest  for  better  salaries  and  to  tbe  open  door  awaiting  good 
teachers  in  cities  and  towns. 

c.  Tbe  county  was  singularly  free  from  contagious  and  infectious 
diseases. 

d.  There  has  been  an  upward  tendency  in  salaries  during  the 
past  year.  Last  year  in  thirty  districts  the  principal's  salary  was 
increased  in  amounts  ranging  from  $100  to  $450  per  year.  In  six 
townships  the  teachers'  salaries  bad  a  substantial  increase,  and 
this  year,  at  the  present  writing,  no  less  than  ten  districts  report 
increases  in  the  compensation  of  teachers. 

4.  Material  Improvements. — In  the  erection  of  new  buildings 
there  has  been  great  activity  in  the  county  during  the  yast  year.  The 
State  Board  of  Education  approved  plans  for  sixteen  new  buildings 
and  for  additions  to  fourteen  existing  buildings.  In  addition  to 
this  many  schools  in  rural  communities  were  erected  on  plans  sent 
out  by  the  State  Board  of  Education  in  response  to  request. 

5.  Future  Needs. — Our  needs  for  the  future  may  be  summarized 
as  follows: 

a.  Consolidation  of  schools  with  transportation. 

b.  Standardization  of  rural  school  property. 

c.  More  vitalization  of  rural  life  through  school  work,  club  work, 
and  community  interests. 

d.  A  continuation  and  extension  of  the  vitalizing  agencies  that 
are  enumerated  iu  this  report  and  that  have  been  found  helpful  in  the 
past.  A  Farm  Bureau  has  been  organized  in  this  county  and  it  is 
possible  that  all  agricultural  club  work  can  be  better  directed  by 
that  organization  than  from  the  superintendent's  office. 
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ARMSTRONG   COUNTY— O.   M.   Heilman. 


In  submit  ting  our  first  annual  report  of  the  schools  of  Armstrong 
county,  we  feel  it  is  just  to  say  that  we  have  had  a  successful  school 
year.  Directors,  teachers  and  patrons  have  shown  an  interest  that 
is  gratifying  and  in  general  we  are  pleased  with  the  results. 

The  attendance  during  the  past  year  lias  been  very  good.  No 
serious  epidemics  have  interfered  with  the  school  work  and,  as  an 
incentive  to  regular  attendance,  we  have  issued  certificates  of  at- 
tendance to  those  who  were  neither  absent  nor  tardy  during  the 
year. 

Our  County  Institute  was  held  the  week  beginning  Monday,  De 
cember  14th.  The  attendance  was  very  good  considering  that  we 
had  a  number  of  cases  of  typhoid  fever  in  Kittanning  at  that  time, 
and  exaggerated  reports  about  the  number  of  cases  had  a  tendency 
to  keep  a  number  of  teachers  away.  We  had  with  us  as  instructors 
during  the  entire  week,  Dr.  John  Davison,  Superintendent  of  Schools, 
Lima,  Ohio;  Superintendent  L.  E.  McGinnes,  of  the  Steelton  Schools, 
and  Prof.  Smith  Rurnham,  West  Chester  State  Normal.  Miss  Cooper 
of  Johnstown  was  with  us  for  several  days  and  inspired  the  teachers 
with  her  talks  on  primary  reading.  Prof.  T.  M.  Smith,  of  Pittsburgh, 
had  charge  of  the  music.  The  teachers  were  highly  pleased  with 
the  talent  and  a  number  of  teachers  pronounced  it  the  best  institute 
they  had  ever  attended.  A  great  many  local  institutes  were  held 
throughout  the  county,  all  of  which  were  well  attended  and  much 
interest  was  shown.  The  teachers  entered  into  the  spirit  of  the 
work  and  in  at  least  two  districts  monthly  meetings  were  held. 

During  the  year  new  buildings  were  erected  in  Madison  and  Ma- 
honing townships,  with  additional  rooms  in  several  districts.  A 
school  was  opened  in  January  at  Cadogan,  the  new  mining  town  in 
North  Buffalo  township,  and  in  view  of  the  anticipated  growth  of 
this  new  town,  plans  are  being  drawn  for  a  modern  four-roomed 
building  to  be  finished  as  soon  as  possible.  Quite  a  few  buildings 
were  painted  and  a  good  many  globes,  maps,  etc.,  were  provided.  In 
a  good  many  cases  these  improvements  were  made  with  money  raised 
by  holding  socials  at  the  school  houses.  The  proceeds  from  these 
meetings  were  used  to  decorate  the  buildings  or  better  equip  the 
schools. 

In  many  districts  the  school  grounds  are  entirely  too  small  and 
are  poorly  kept.  In  some  places  the  children  have  no  playground 
whatever,  and  in  a  few  districts  the  stoves  and  closets  have  not 
been  given  proper  attention. 
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More  than  the  usual  number  of  teachers  have  attended  school 
during  the  spring  and  summer,  which  shows  that  they  are  anxious 
to  better  equip  themselves  for  the  work.  Teachers  were  very  scarce 
during  the  past  year,  it  being  necessary  to  hold  a  great  many  private 
examinations  in  order  to  get  enough  teachers  to  fill  the  schools.  The 
cause  of  this  scarcity  of  teachers,  it  seems,  must  be  due  to  the  short- 
ness of  term  and  the  low  wages,  most  rural  districts  just  paying 
the  minimum.  The  young  men  are  quitting  the  profession  after  teach- 
ing one  or  two  terms  for  the  reason  that  they  can  secure  higher 
wages  at  most  any  other  kind  of  work.  However,  we  are  very  glad 
to  report  that  a  number  of  districts  have  increased  the  wages  with  a 
view  to  holding  their  good  teachers  and  at  least  one  township  is 
paying  as  much  as  $60.00  per  month. 

Our  high  schools  have  been  doing  good  work,  in  most  cases  turn- 
ing out  large  classes,  well  prepared  to  enter  higher  institutions  of 
learning.  Apollo  high  school  has  added  another  year  to  her  course 
of  study  and  we  now  have  five  first  class  high  schools  in  Armstrong 
county.  Within  the  past  year  a  new  high  school  was  established  at 
Elderton  which  started  off  with  eighteen  or  twenty  students  under 
rather  unfavorable  circumstances.  We  are  pleased  to  state  that 
regardless  of  some  difficulties  that  arose,  the  work  accomplished 
the  first  year  has  been  entirely  satisfactory.  We  think  this  little 
school  has  a  great  future  and  we  anticipate  an  enrollment  of  at 
least  thirty-five  for  the  Elderton  high  the  coming  school  term.  The 
enrollment  in  the  various  high  schools  throughout  the  county  should 
be  greatly  increased  as  184  have  successfully  passed  the  eighth  grade 
examinations  and  have  received  certificates  to  enter  high  school. 

Much  has  been  done  to  encourage  the  different  districts  to  adopt 
some  system  for  the  teaching  of  primary  reading  and  we  are  pleased 
to  state  that  quite  a  number  of  districts  have  already  done  so. 

A  School  of  Methods  will  be  held  in  August  at  which  time  instruc- 
tion in  a  number  of  the  most  popular  primary  reading  methods  will 
be  given.  We  also  expect  to  have  instruction  in  all  lines  of  prac- 
tical work.  All  teachers  holding  provisional  certificates  will  be  re- 
quired to  attend.  Many  holding  higher  grade  certificates  have  signi- 
fied their  willingness  to  be  present  and  help  along  in  this  work.  We 
are  preparing  a  program  that  will  deal  with  the  practical  every 
day  problems  which  confront  the  teachers  and  we  believe  such  a 
program  can  not  help  being  of  great  value  to  all  teachers,  especially 
the  inexperienced  ones. 

We  are  to  have  a  city  superintendency  in  our  county.  Kittanning, 
at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors,  voted  to  become  in- 
dependent. We  believe  this  was  proper  for  her  to  do  and  trust  that 
our  relations  may  be  most  agreeable  and  that  we  may  co-operate  in 
many  ways  and  work  for  the  best  interests  of  all  the  schools. 
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The  Directors'  Convention  was  in  session  November  2Sth  and  29th. 
The  attendance  was  good  and  much  interest  was  shown  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  various  subjects.  Instead  of  having  an  educator  from 
outside  the  county  to  instruct  the  directors,  the  whole  time  in  the 
convention  was  given  to  the  directors  in  discussing  what  should  be 
done  to  better  school  conditions.  At  night  the  convention  had  the 
great  pleasure  of  listening  to  a  lecture  delivered  by  Vice-President 
Thomas  R.  Marshall. 

In  conclusion,  we  desire  to  thank  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction, the  directors,  the  teachers,  the  press,  and  all  those  who 
in  any  way  have  rendered  us  assistance  during  the  year. 


BEAVER  COUNTY— David  C.  Locke. 


In  submitting  my  seventh  annual  report  to  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction,  I  shall  follow  out,  as  nearly  as  possible,  the  out- 
line of  topics  as  suggested  in  your  letter  of  May  18,  1915. 

I.  Advancement  and  Professional  Growth  of  Teachers  and  Plans 
for  Improving  Teaching. 

During  the  summer  of  1914  more  teachers  from  this  county  attended 
training  schools  than  any  previous  year.  Since  assuming  the  work 
of  the  superintendency  of  this  county,  we  have  striven  to  increase 
the  number  of  trained  teachers  each  year  over  that  of  the  preceding, 
until  at  the  present  time  we  have  few,  if  any,  candidates  for  pro- 
visional certificates,  who  do  not  prepare  themselves  by  attending 
some  training  school  before  examination. 

The  year  just  past  has  proved  remarkable  in  the  number  of  ex- 
perienced teachers,  many  of  whom  hold  permanent  certificates,  who 
attend  some  school  during  the  summer  to  take  special  work.  This 
was  true  not  only  in  the  county  under  my  supervision,  but  it  was 
equally  true  of  the  teachers  in  the  four  district  superintendencies 
of  this  county.  Many  of  our  young  men  and  young  women  spent 
the  summer  in  work  looking  forward  to  a  college  degree;  others 
specialized  in  those  particular  lines  of  work  in  which  they  are  em- 
ployed; and  still  others,  who  form  the  largest  class  of  our  teachers, 
prepared  themselves  for  either  professional  or  permanent  certificates. 
During  the  summer  sixty  of  the  teachers  of  this  county  were  regis- 
tered at  Grove  City  College.  Perhaps  twenty  or  more,  if  we  include 
the  literary  students,  were  enrolled  at  State  College,  while  others 
attended  various  institutions  outside  of  the  State. 
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Within  the  county  we  maintained  two  training  schools,  one  at 
Geneva  College  and  the  other  at  Hookstown.  At  the  former  we  reg- 
istered one  hundred  twenty-four  students  and  the  latter  about  forty. 
At  the  Geneva  School  the  time  was  devoted  almost  exclusively  to  pro- 
fessional training,  while  at  Hookstown,  which  meets  the  needs  of  a 
rural  section  largely  isolated  from  the  rest  of  the  county  by  the 
Ohio  River,  a  school  was  organized  strictly  for  the  training  of  teach- 
ers for  better  provisional  certificates.  No  advanced  work  was  given 
here. 

In  January  of  the  present  year,  at  the  invitation  of  President  W. 
H.  George  of  Geneva  College,  a  meeting  of  the  five  superintendents 
within  the  county,  with  President  George  and  Dr.  H.  H.  Wylie,  prin- 
cipal of  the  summer  school,  was  held.  At  this  time  plans  for  train 
ing  teachers  were  adopted.  It  was  also  determined  to  make  the 
summer  school  permanent.  The  following  plans  were  laid:  (a)  The 
school  was  put  under  the  control  of  the  Geneva  College  authori- 
ties; (b)  An  advisory  board  consisting  of  the  president  of  the  col- 
lege, the  principal  of  the  summer  school,  the  county  superintendent, 
and  the  four  district  superintendents,  was  created.  The  duties  as- 
signed to  this  board  are  the  selection  and  the  recommendation  of 
teachers  to  the  college  authorities,  the  planning  and  the  outlining 
of  subject  master  taught  and  such  supervision  and  special  instruction 
in  methods  as  their  other  duties  would  permit;  (c)  A  uniform  stand- 
ard of  requirement  for  provisional  and  for  professional  certificates 
within  the  county  was  established.  The  summer  school  is  being  con- 
ducted this  session  upon  these  lines. 

2.     Special  Activities. 

There  is  no  social  center  work  deserving  of  the  name  established 
in  this  county  at  the  present  time.  This  is  due,  I  believe,  to  the 
following  conditions: — the  area  of  this  county,  which  is  432  square 
miles,  is  divided  into  twenty-seven  (27)  townships,  twenty-seven  (27) 
boroughs,  and  one  (1)  third  class  city.  In  addition  to  the  local 
school  boards,  we  have  eighteen  grange  societies  in  the  townships, 
and  also  one  Pomona  Grange;  while  in  the  boroughs,  the  boards  of 
education  and  the  councils  are  supplemented  by  boards  of  trade, 
community  clubs,  aids  for  the  hospitals,  Children's  Home.  Home  for 
the  Aged,  Home  for  Epileptics,  etc.  With  all  of  these  organiza- 
tions, in  addition  to  posibly  fifty  strictly  country  churches,  the  so- 
cial activities  of  the  county  are  well  served. 

Some  effort  has  been  made  in  some  of  our  schools  to  establish  vo- 
cational training.  In  the  Beaver  borough  schools,  instruction  in 
manual  training  is  offered  for  about  three  hours  each  week  to  ap- 
proximately three  hundred  boys,  and  the  same  is  given  to  instruc- 
tors in  domestic  science  (cooking  and  sewing),  to  about  the  same 
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number  of  girls.  Other  towns  are  preparing  to  take  up  this  work, 
and  probably  the  next  year  will  see  several  vocational  schools  es- 
tablished. 

No  evening  schools  nor  continuation  schools  are  as  yet  in  opera- 
tion, but  the  sentiment  is  growing,  and  will  take  form  in  the  very 
near  future,  I  believe. 

The  nearest  approach  to  parent-teacher  associations  is  found  in  the 
local  institutes  established  in  many  rural  districts.  These  institutes 
are  held  monthly,  and  progress  from  school  to  school  until  a  meet- 
ing has  been  held  in  every  school  house  in  the  township.  At  these 
meetings — usually  held  on  Saturdays, — the  patrons  of  the  particular 
district  where  the  meeting  is  held,  assemble  with  all  the  teachers  of 
the  townships,  and  a  general  program  on  home  and  school  work 
which  has  been  previously  arranged,  is  carried  out.  These  meetings 
have  been  most  helpful  in  creating  better  interest  in  the  schools  and 
also  in  bringing  them  nearer  to  the  homes. 

Among  the  high  schools  of  the  county  there  are  now  two  athletic 
associations:  Beaver  Falls,  New  Brighton,  and  Rochester  form  the 
Beaver  Valley  Association;  Woodlawn,  Aliquippa,  Monaca  and  Free- 
dom, form  the  Ohio  Valley  Association.  Beaver  and  Rochester  for 
some  time  past  have  held  annual  dual  "meets."  All  these  associa- 
tions are  under  the  control  of  the  heads  of  the  various  schools  rep- 
resented. 

Our  fifty-sixth  annual  institute  for  teachers  was  easily  the  best 
and  most  helpful  of  any  previous  meeting  of  its  kind.  All  the  teach- 
ers of  the  county  were  graded  into  five  departments.  All  high  school 
principals  and  teachers  formed  the  high  school  department.  All 
teachers  of  one-room  schools  formed  the  ungraded  department.  All 
teachers  of  the  grades  were  divided  into  three  divisions: — teach- 
ers of  first  and  second  grades  formed  the  primary  department,  teach- 
ers of  the  eighth  and  the  seventh  grades  formed  the  grammar  de- 
partment, and  all  teachers  of  the  intermediate  grades  formed  the 
intermediate  department.  Each 'department  held  its  own  separate 
meeting  every  forenoon  during  the  week  of  institute.  The  sessions 
in  all  departments  were  conducted  essentially  the  same.  Each  in- 
structor discussed  some  phase  of  work,  or  problem  of  his  department 
during  the  first  half  of  the  morning  session,  and  after  a  short  recess, 
conducted  a  round  table  discussion  either  on  the  subject  that  lie  had 
spoken  on,  or  on  some  new  subject.  The  afternoon  session  were  gen- 
eral with  all  teachers  meeting  together. 

3.     Administrative  Progress. 

There  has  been  no  consolidation  of  schools  in  this  county.  Efforts 
have  been  made  from  time  to  time  in  several  localities,  but  the  meas- 
ure has  been  lost  in  almost  every  instance  by  the  prohibitive  cost  of 
conveying  the  pupils.    This  is  due  to  the  irregular  formation  of  this 
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county  which  is  cut  iuto  three  isolated  parts  by  the  deep  river  valleys 
of  the  Beaver  and  the  Ohio  Rivers.  The  roads  either  wind  around 
the  hills  at  great  length,  or  abruptly  across  them,  and  in  either  case, 
the  difficulty  of  travel  is  out  of  proportion  to  the  number  of  children 
served. 

In  the  matter  of  retaining  good  teachers,  the  boards  of  education 
of  this  county  are  to  be  highly  commended.  In  our  towns,  teachers 
are  well  paid.  The  larger  boroughs  have  established  salary  sched- 
ules, and  many  teachers  receiving  from  $75  to  $100  per  month.  In 
many  of  the  townships  the  salaries  range  from  $55  to  $65  per  month. 
This  county  will  probably  rank  seventh  in  the  State  next  year  in 
salaries  paid  to  teachers.  Less  than  one-fourth  of  all  the  teachers 
of  the  county  hold  provisional  certificates,  while  considerably  over 
one  hundred  teachers  have  received  State  normal  school  training. 

The  health  of  the  pupils  of  this  county  for  the  past  year  was  good. 
Few  epidemics  of  diseases  incidental  to  child  life  were  reported,  and 
practically  the  whole  county  has  medical  inspection.  The  attend- 
ance for  the  past  year  has  visibly  increased,  but  we  still  have  a  few 
rural  districts  that  are  more  lenient  than  they  should  be. 

4.     Material  Improvements. 

In  Woodlawn  the  basement  of  the  new  high  school  building  has 
been  completed,  a  substantial  gymnasium  equipped  and  plans  laid 
for  teaching  domestic  arts  and  manual  training.  In  Midlaud  a 
splendid  eight-roomed  building  costing  about  $40,000  has  been  com- 
pleted, and  the  grounds  about  it  nicely  graded  and  beautified.  The 
Board  of  Education  of  Midland  also  bought  a  whole  city  square  con- 
taining from  three  to  four  acres,  adjoining  their  other  building,  and 
are  noAv  grading  and  laying  out  a  playground  at  a  cost  of  ap- 
proximately $10,000.  Early  in  the  year  a  bond  issue  for  $30,000 
carried  by  a  large  majority  in  the  borough  of  Bridgewater,  and  now 
a  ten-room  building  is  under  process  of  erection.  A  fine  two-roomed 
building  has  been  planned  for  the  borough  of  Homewood,  which 
will  be  completed  and  dedicated  in  time  for  the  opening  of  school. 
In  many  of  the  townships,  school  houses  have  been  altered  and  im- 
proved. Double  seats  that  ten  years  ago  Avere  universally  used,  have 
been  replaced  by  the  better  modern  single  seats  until  a  large  ma- 
jority are  comfortably  seated.  AVells  are  being  drilled,  houses 
painted,  and  in  a  few  instances,  more  window  space  is  being  pro- 
vided. In  many  of  our  rural  schools,  the  grounds  have  received  but 
little  attention,  and  as  yet  no  school  gardens  have  been  made,  al- 
though steps  have  been  taken  in  one  instance  to  establish  a  school 
garden  during  the  coming  year.  The  high  schools  are  well  equipped 
in  general  and  there  are  two  townships  that  hnve  very  good  school 
libraries. 

5.     Needs  and  Plans  for  Improvements. 
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The  schools  of  this  county  need  closer  supervision  than  I  have 
been  able  to  give  them  previous  to  this  time.  They  need  more  and 
better  books  and  other  equipment.  They  need  a  definite  course  of 
study  suited  to  their  individual  needs.  They  need  more  rural  high 
schools.  They  are  in  need  of  health  and  truant  officers  who  will 
do  their  duty.  They  need  school  boards  who  will  conduct  their  work 
in  a  business  like  manner  and  do  it  on  time.  They  need  legislation 
that  will  compel  strict  observance  of  the  school  laws  of  this  Common- 
wealth. 

We  are  planning  the  following  improvements: — (a)  A  course  of 
study  for  rural  schools  based  upon  the  State  course;  (b)  Monthly  re- 
ports of  progress  and  other  conditions  of  the  schools;  (c)  Uniform 
standard  tests  for  all  schools  not  under  a  principal;  (d)  Uniform 
examinations  at  close  of  school  term;  (e)  Improvement  of  school 
grounds;  (f)  School  gardens  and  Boys'  Corn  Clubs;  (g)  Monthly 
district  meetings  of  teachers;  (h)  Uniformity  of  school  term. 


BEDFORD  COUNTY— Lloyd  H.  Hinkle. 


The  first  year  of  the  present  incumbent  has  been  a  pleasant  one 
and  we  believe  a  profitable  one  for  the  schools  of  Bedford  county. 
We  have  under  our  control  340  schools  scattered  over  1,003  square 
miles  of  territory.  To  visit  such  a  large  number  of  schools  covering 
so  large  a  territory  requires  very  careful  planning.  However,  we 
were  able  to  visit  every  school  and  about  one-third  of  the  schools 
received  a  second  call.  In  general,  the  schools  moved  along  with 
very  little  friction  and  the  results  have  been  all  that  could  be  hoped 
for.  The  teachers,  generally,  were  alive  and  active.  Most  of  them 
have  the  real  school  spirit  and  have  done  efficient  work. 

We  are  glad  to  report  to  you  that  the  course  of  study  yjrepared 
by  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  lias  been  endorsed  by  both 
the  Teachers'  Institute  and  the  Directors'  Association  of  the  county. 
It  is  likely  to  be  adopted  by  the  different  school  boards.  Our  teach- 
ers are  making  a  careful  study  of  it  in  our  local  normal  schools  and 
next  year  they  will  enter  the  schools  better  equipped  to  systematize 
their  work. 

For  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  teachers  into  active  service  in 
the  community  and  in  order  to  interest  and  secure  the  co-operation 
of  the  patrons,  we  held  forty  educational  meetings.  These  meetings 
were  the  source  of  much  good.     The  interest  manifested  by  the  par- 
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euts  and  friends  of  education  was  most  gratifying  and  augurs  well 
for  the  future  succes  of  our  schools. 

In  a  few  of  our  larger  towns,  Parent-Teacher  Associations  were 
organized.  These  clubs  or  organizations  contributed  in  no  small  de- 
gree toward  making  the  schools  better  and  the  school  sentiment  more 
progressive.  The  large  attendance  and  the  interest  manifested  by 
parents  and  teachers  in  these  meetings  were  beyond  our  expecta- 
tions. 

The  County  Institute  was  held  during  the  week  beginning  De- 
cember 14th.  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess,  Dr.  E.  E.  Sparks, 
Dr.  Frank  E.  Baker,  Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  Dr.  Glenn  Frank,  and 
State  Forest  Inspector,  George  H.  Wirt,  were  the  instructors.  Prof. 
J.  Dale  Diehl  had  charge  of  the  music.  The  evening  lectures  and 
entertainments  were  of  the  highest  type  and  Avere  highly  appreciated 
by  the  teachers  and  the  general  public. 

The  Directors'  Convention  was  held  on  December  16th  and  17th. 
The  meeting  was  a  complete  success.  The  following  is  part  of  the 
program  rendered:  Rural  Schools,  Dr.  Frank  E.  Baker;  Pennsyl- 
vania the  Keystone,  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer;  Forestry  in  the  Public 
Schools,  Prof.  George  H.  Wirt;  Course  of  Study  for  the  Rural 
Schools,  Dr.  J.  George  Becht;  The  Farm  and  the  School,  Dr.  E.  E. 
Sparks. 

Friday,  February  12th,  was  set  apart  as  Lincoln  Day  and  Patrons' 
Day.  This  was  a  new  departure  in  the  school  activities  of  the 
county.  The  number  of -visits  to  the  schools  was  up  in  the  thou- 
sands. In  the  majority  of  the  schools  programs  were  rendered 
consisting  of  songs,  national  hymns,  orations,  recitations  and  es- 
says. 

Our  high  schools  have  made  substantial  progress  during  the  year. 
One  new  high  school  was  established  at  Hopewell.  The  enrollment 
exceeded  that  of  any  pervious  year.  Our  people  are  awakening  to 
the  fact  that  a  high  school  education  is  an  investment  that  pays 
large  dividends.  When  boys  and  girls  walk  four  or  five  miles  each 
morning  and  evening  to  attend  high  school,  it  is  evident  that  they 
have  acquired  the  true  high  school  spirit. 

The  greatest  need  of  our  schools  is  well  equipped,  experienced  and 
efficient  teachers.  Each  year  we  have  a  large  number  of  beginners. 
Many  of  our  teachers  spend  two  or  three  years  with  us  and  then 
secure  more  lucrative  positions  elsewhere.  Hence  our  schools  be- 
come a  sort  of  training  school  preparing  men  and  women  for  better 
positions  in  city  or  town.  Many  districts  are  making  an  effort  to 
retain  the  good  teachers  by  increasing  their  salaries.  This  seems  to 
be  the  logical  method  leading  to  a  solution  of  the  problem.  Not 
many  teachers  are  going  to  spend  much  time  or  money  in  intellectual 
and  professional  preparation  and  then  teach  for  ?40.00  or  $50.00  per 
month,  seven  or  eight  months  in  the  year. 
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Then  again  we  need  teachers  who  are  not  only  trained  intellect- 
ually and  professionally  but  who  have  a  proper  comprehension  of 
the  particular  needs  of  the  community.  They  should  be  masters 
and  not  apprentices  in  their  professiou.  The  schools  and  the  com- 
munity constitute  their  laboratory  and  here  they  must  work  out 
their  problems.  The  boys  and  girls  are  the  raw  material.  The 
product  should  be  well  rounded  out  lives  fitted  to  do  efficient  work. 
When  we  can  secure  and  retain  teachers  who  are  artists  in  the  pro- 
fession, many  of  our  school  problems  will  be  solved. 


BERKS  COUNTY— Eli  M.  Rapp. 


New   School  Buildings. 

Mohnton  borough  erected  a  $25,000  high  school  building  on  a 
three-acre  plot.  The  building  is  of  Hummelstown  brick  with  native 
sandstone  for  the  foundation.  It  is  modern  in  all  respects  relative 
to  lighting,  heating,  ventilation,  safety,  healthfulness,  comfort  and 
convenience. 

Ontelaunee  township  erected  an  eight-room  structure  at  a  cost  of 
$20,000  on  a  two-acre  plot  to  take  the  place  of  a  four-room  building 
and  five  one-room  buildings.  It  is  of  shale  brick  with  light  brick  for 
ornamentation  and  presents  an  exceptionally  fine  appearance.  The 
basement  has  been  fitted  up  for  shop  work,  an  agricultural  laboratory 
and  a  domestic  science  department. 

A  handsome  four-room  red  brick  building  with  brovvnstone  trim- 
mings costing  $18,000  was  erected  by  Spring  township  at  West 
Lawn.  Provision  was  made  for  the  addition  of  four  more  rooms  in 
case  of  necessity.     Part  of  the  basement  is  used  for  a  gjannasium. 

Improvement  of  School  Grounds. 

Wyomissing  borough  by  an  overwhelming  majority  voted  for  a 
$12,000  loan  for  the  purpose  of  buying  a  two-acre  plot  for  a  com- 
munity playground  and  with  a  view  of  erecting  a  school  building 
some  time  in  the  future.  This  is  a  commendable  spirit  on  the  part 
of  a  community  with  less  than  1,500  people. 

West  Reading  borough  bought  a  new  school  site  of  over  an  acre 
at  a  cost  of  $7,000  and  is  now  erecting  a  $50,000  building. 
3—7—1915 
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Fleetwood,  Kutztowu,  Shillingtou,  Birdsboro  and  Mohnton — all 
boroughs — have  enlarged  their  grounds  at  considerable  cost  within 
the  last  year  with  a  view  of  making  them  community  recreation  cen- 
tres and  parks. 

Scores  of  single-teacher  school  plots  have  been  enlarged  and  beau- 
tified and  it  is  not  unusual  to  see  trees,  shrubbery  and  flower-beds 
around  school  buildings  in  the  open  country. 

School  Libraries. 

There  are  now  nearly  60,000  interesting,  wholesome  volumes  found 
in  the  school  libraries  of  the  county — a  dozen  or  more  books  in  each 
school.  In  nearly  every  instance  the  school  library  is  the  com- 
munity library — the  teachers  and  older  pupils  acting  as  librarians. 
Over  a  score  of  districts  appropriate  annually  $10.00  to  each  school 
for  the  "upkeep"  of  the  library.  A  true  library  is  never  complete. 
The  books  are  selected  from  a  list  prepared  by  various  State  educa- 
tional departments  with  a  generous  exclusion  and  suitable  for  young 
people's  libraries.  The  smaller  children  are  not  forgotten.  The 
next  step  forward  should  be  the  enactment  of  a  law  requiring  all 
candidates  for  teachers'  certificates  of  all  grades  to  be  examined 
in  library  methods  and  knowledge  of  children's  leading.  There  should 
be  a  library  course  in  every  teachers'  training  agency  in  the  State 
from  the  normal  schools  and  colleges  of  education  at  our  universi- 
ties down  to  the  summer  schools.  It  is  amazing  that  in  this  day, 
with  books  for  reference  and  books  for  supplementary  and  general 
reading  so  excellent,  a  teacher  should  be  permitted  or  compelled  to 
teach  without  their  use.  It  is  pathetic  to  see  so  many  children 
utterly  untrained  in  the  use  of  reference  books  and  supplementary 
reading. 

Annual  Field  Day. 

The  fifth  annual  field  day  aud  play  picnic  at  Kutztowu  was  at- 
tended by  at  least  8,000  people.  The  field  and  track  events,  literary 
activities  and  spring  festival  and  pageant  were  fully  up  to  the  high 
standards  of  former  years.  Play  materials  and  equipment  are  now 
as  willingly  provided  by  school  authorities  as  free  textbooks.  The 
time  for  physical  training  is  the  first  part  of  life  and  not  during 
the  period  of  the  high  school  or  college.  The  individual  usually  has 
his  full  physical  strength  at  25,  but  the  period  of  intellectual  train- 
ing is  co-extensive  with  life  itself.  Physical  education  therefore 
must  be  secured  largely  during  the  elementary  school  period. 

Tuberculosis  and  Health  Day. 

Friday,  November  20th,  1914,  was  set  part  as  Tuberculosis  and 
Health  Day  in  the  public  schools.     An  eight-page  circular  prepared 
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By  a  committee  was  forwarded  early  in  the  school  term  to  every 
teacher  containing  suitable  material  for  programs,  quotations, 
graded  lessons  in  health,  rules  for  the  prevention  of  consumption  and 
an  appeal  for  funds  for  the  Berks  County  Tuberculosis  Sanitarium. 
Only  the  last  hour  of  the  day  was  devoted  to  the  formal  exercises. 
The  chief  reason  for  the  inauguration  of  ''health  day"  is  the  creation 
of  a  more  intelligent  and  powerful  public  opinion  necessary  for  the 
better  understanding  and  enforcement  of  health  laws  and  sanitation 
enacted  by  State  and  nation. 

Community  Centers. 
The  ten  teachers  of  Amity  township,  four  of  whom  are  college 
graduates  and  the  rest  normal  school  graduates,  and  all  teaching 
single  teacher  schools  in  farm  communities  have  organized  a  new 
kind  of  rural  community  center  that  is  most  effective  and  has  at- 
tracted considerable  attention.  The  adopted  slogan  is:  "Getting  to- 
gether is  the  big  thing — community  betterment  just  naturally  fol- 
lows.'' Both  weekly  and  monthly  meetings  are  held  in  the  different 
school  districts.  The  monthly  dues  are  five  cents  and  the  average 
attendance  over  200.  The  meetings  consist  of  lectures  more  par- 
ticularly by  experts  along  agricultural  lines,  debates,  music  by  local 
talent,  games  largely  indoors  and  folk  dances.  The  farmers  were 
served  along  lines  of  thought  and  endeavor  which  appealed  to  them. 
Agriculture  and  country  life  were  glorified  and  idealized  at  every 
meeting.  There  is  more  hope  in  these  gatherings  than  the  old-time 
social  gathering  like  the  spelling-bee  and  literaries.  From  these 
gatherings  directly  and  indirectly  resulted:  An  evening  extension 
school  for  everybody  not  in  school  two  nights  a  week,  services  of 
teachers  free;  a  new  vision  of  the  scope  and  possibilities  of  rural  edu- 
cation on  the  part  of  the  teachers;  the  creation  of  a  strong  senti- 
ment in  favor  of  vocational  education  and  a  complete  consolidation 
of  schools  in  the  township;  the  purchase  of  a  $50  lantern  for  social 
center  work  as  well  as  use  in  the  local  schools;  the  purchase  of  three 
victrolas  for  three  of  the  local  school  districts  primarily  to  teach 
singing  and  folk-dancing.  The  Spring  township  farm  circle  is  an- 
other recent  organization  that  is  productive  of  much  good  along  the 
line  of  the  Amity  social  center  movement.  It  includes  more  of  the 
grange  activities.  An  attendance  of  HOO  is  not  unusual  at  one  of  its 
regular  meetings.  In  summer  it  finances  and  directs  the  play  activi- 
ties of  all  the  young  people  in  the  entire  neighborhood.  He  who 
would  promote  progress  in  a  rural  community  must  work  with  and 
through  the  people. 

Consolidation. 

Ontelaunee  township  on  completion  of  its  now  $20,000  eight-room 
building  late  last  fall  consolidated  all  of  its  schools.  This  is  the 
first  township   in   the  county   to   have    complete    consolidation    of 
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schools.  A  second  grade  high  school  was  maintained.  This  coining 
school  year  the  board  decided  to  establish  a  vocational  school  of 
the  first  class  with  five  teachers  in  the  high  school — the  six-three- 
three-plan  of  organization  being  adopted.  The  two  vocational  teach- 
ers are  graduates  of  State  College — one  in  agriculture  and  one  in 
domestic  science.  No  other  township  in  the  county  ever  took  greater 
strides  forward  educationally  than  Ontelaunce.  This  type  of  con- 
solidated vocational  school  in  the  country  will  not  only  solve  the 
country  school  problem  but  the  country  community  problem  as  well. 
Slowly  but  surely  the  mythical  "Little  red  school  house"  is  being 
born  again  and  its  place  being  taken  by  the  four-room,  eight-room 
and  twelve-room  red  school  house.  Many  of  the  "little  red  school 
houses"  having  outlived  their  usefulness  are  mere  archaic  apologies 
for  schools  and  are  really  a  menace  instead  of  the  "hope  of  the 
country."  Our  education  in  the  rural  districts  is  still  largely  an 
ox-cart,  handloom,  sickle  education  in  an  age  of  automobiles,  shuttle- 
cocks and  self-binders.  The  ox-cart-sickle  system  of  education  does 
not  make  as  efficient  men  and  women  as  the  automobile  self-binder 
education.  The  new  spirit  that  is  put  into  the  schools  and  into  the 
community  by  the  consolidated  vocational  school  is  really  the  dif- 
ference between  life  and  death. 

Six-Three-Three  Plan  of  School  Organization. 

Mohnton  borough  was  the  first  district  in  the  county  to  organize 
and  establish  a  six-year  high  school — the  high  school  period  being 
divided  into  two  sections  of  three  years  each.  The  plan  is  popular 
and  entirely  satisfactory  to  all  concerned.  It  will  no  doubt  be  the 
coming  plan  of  school  organization  for  all  towns  below  5,000  in 
population.     It  is  largely  a  question  of  administration. 

Efficiency  Score  Cards  For  Teachers. 

During  the  past  several  years  teachers  were  supplied  witli  blank 
score-cards,  schedules,  "success  grades"  class-room  instruction  cards 
as  prepared  by  eminent  educators  and  the  Bureau  of  Municipal  Re- 
search of  New  York.  These  cards  and  schedules  are  a  help  to  teach- 
ers to  discover  their  own  strength  and  weakness  and  help  super- 
visors to  help  teachers  where  need  is  greatest  and  at  the  same  time 
serve  as  one  of  the  greatest  possible  stimulants  to  proper  effort.  They 
also  serve  as  the  basis  for  the  right  placement  of  teachers.  Our 
profession  must  advance  along  the  same  road  as  that  already  tra- 
versed by  the  best  of  the  industrial  world  before  we  shall  be  able  to 
place  workers  with  the  same  efficiency,  justice  and  certainty. 

New  Secretary. 
The  services  of  William  A.  Strieker  who  was  appointed  secretary 
and  stenographer  to  the  county  superintendent  last  year  were  in- 
dispensable.   He  has  demonstrated  his  fitness  and  efficiency. 
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BLAIR    COUNTY— T.    S.    Davis. 


Another  annual  report  is  due  and  looking  back  over  the  year 
1914-15.  I  think  we  can  report  substantial  but  not  startling  progress 
in  the  schools  of  Blair  county. 

Buildings. 

In  the  matter  of  new  buildings  and  equipments,  we  have  shown  a 
slow  but  steady  gain.  Each  of  the  five  new  buildings  erected  in  the 
county  are  suited  to  the  needs  of  the  locality  in  which  it  is  located, 
and  has  been  equipped  with  modern  educational  appliances. 

Teachers. 

This  important  body  of  people  who  shape  and  mould  the  life  of 
their  respective  communities  show  the  most  marked  improvement 
of  any  part  of  our  school  machinery.  We  have  a  larger  percentage 
than  ever  before  who  have  attended  summer  schools  and  have  re- 
ceived the  higher  grades  of  certificates. 

I  am  often  surprised  that  teachers  who  receive  $350  for  a  year's 
work  are  willing  to  devote  so  much  of  their  time  and  meager  salary 
to  fit  themselves  for  better  teaching. 

It  speaks  louder  than  words  of  their  unselfishness  and  sacrifice 
to  duty  and  the  welfare  of  humanity.  May  their  reward  be  sure  and 
certain  sometime,  is  my  sincere  wish. 

School  Directors. 

The  kind  of  men  school  districts  elect  as  directors  of  their  schools 
indicates  exactly  the  school  spirit  or  school  sentiment  of  that  com- 
munity. 

If  the  directors  are  broad  and  progressive,  unselfish,  so  is  that 
school  community.  A  majority  of  our  school  districts  have  elected 
men  of  that  type.  We  still  have  some  school  districts  that  expect 
something  for  nothing,  who  are  not  willing,  probably  in  some  cases 
not  able,  to  increase  taxation,  in  order  to  have  better  buildings  and 
employ  better  teachers. 

Standardization  of  Schools. 

Much  has  been  said  pro  and  con  on  standardization.  The  pro 
standardization  people  appear  to  have  the  better  argument  and 
where  schools  have  been  standardized  they  rarely  drop  back  to  the 
old  condition. 
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We  have  standardized  a  number  of  our  one-room  country  schools 
and  expect  to  make  a  vigorous  campaign  this  coming  year  to  stand- 
ardize more.  We  accomplish  this  largely  by  what  is  styled  com- 
munity day  meetings,  the  school  community  meeting  at  the  school 
house  on  a  set  morning  and  during  the  forenoon,  grading  a  part  of 
the  ground,  building  cement  walk,  planting  trees,  shrubs,  etc.,  or  per- 
forming any  kind  of  work  for  the  betterment  of  the  school  plant, 
this  to  be  followed  with  a  picnic  dinner  at  noon  prepared  by  the 
good  women  of  the  community.  The  afternoon  is  devoted  to  games, 
music,  literary  exercise,  talks  by  patrons,  pupils,  directors,  preach, 
ers,  county  superintendent,  etc. 

We  have  been  able  to  arouse  considerable  enthusiasm  in  some  com- 
munities, especially  where  a  live  teacher  presides  over  the  school 
and  is  a  part  of  the  community. 

The  most  important  duty  of  a  county  superintendent  is  trying 
to  arouse  public  sentiment  in  favor  of  better  schools.  Heretofore 
so  much  of  our  time  has  been  taken  up  with  reports  of  various  sorts, 
perfunctory  visitations,  etc.,  that  we  have  not  been  able  to  do  much 
of  this  constructive  work.  Since  our  request  for  assistants  has  been 
granted  we  hope  to  be  able  in  the  future  to  report  more  progress 
along  constuctive  lines. 

County  and  District  Institutes. 

So  long  as  people  need  inspiration  in  school  work,  the  county  and 
district  institutes  will  fill  a  want  that  nothing  else  can  supply.  We 
continue  to  try  to  make  these  annual  meetings  live  and  helpful  to 
both  the  teachers  and  the  public  who  attend  them. 

School  Libraries. 

In  the  boroughs  or  in  the  schools  where  a  principal  or  teacher  has 
been  in  charge  of  the  books  for  a  number  of  years  in  succession,  we 
have  quite  creditable  libraries  of  standard  works,  with  additions  be- 
ing added  each  year.  No  perfect  system  has  yet  been  devised  by 
which  books  can  be  kept  and  pupils  stimulated  to  read  them  and 
love  them,  where  the  teacher  is  changed  year  after  year.  In  sue 
a  school  the  books  are  lost  or  retained  in  homes  of  the  people  in 
the  community,  or  even  worse  abused  and  neglected.  The  standard- 
ization of  schools  will  correct  this  to  a  great  extent. 

The  Use  of  the  School  Plant  as  a  Public  Center. 

We  are  trjdng  to  get  the  people  of  this  county  to  use  the  school 
plant  as  a  public  center  more  than  formerly.  The  school  house 
should  be  used  for  night  and  day  meetings  of  the  various  activities 
that  affect  the  lives  of  the  people  in  the  community,  such  as  spelling 
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schools,  singing  schools,  debating  clubs,  boys'  and  girls'  farm  clubs, 
men  and  women's  farm  and  home  clubs,  literary  societies,  athletic 
clubs,  prayer  meetings,  Sunday  schools,  anything  and  everything 
that  contributes  to  the  physical,  mental  and  moral  welfare  of  a  com- 
munity. 

Perfect  Attendance. 

In  the  short  space  that  must  be  devoted  to  the  written  report  of 
the  various  counties  and  cities  throughout  the  State,  it  is  hard  to 
report  the  various  activities  in  a  school  district  in  a  few  words  and 
all  that  can  be  done  is  to  call  attention  to  the  most  important. 

During  the  past  year  teachers  and  county  superintendent  made  a 
perfect  attendance  campaign,  the  result  of  which  was  the  granting 
of  fourteen  hundred  and  eleven  (1,411)  perfect  attendance  certifi- 
cates and  increasing  the  percentage  of  attendance  in  county  three 
points  higher  than  it  ever  was  before.  We  feel  so  encouraged  over 
the  result  that  it  is  the  purpose  to  continue  the  campaign  for  the 
next  two  years.  In  all  the  work  for  the  future  good  of  the  schools, 
we  expect  the  assistant  county  superintendent  to  play  an  important 
part.  He  certainly  did  not  come  before  he  was  needed.  He  will  not 
only  prove  to  be  a  life  saver  to  the  shipwrecked,  overworked  county 
superintendent  but  these  reinforcements  ought  to  be  the  means  of 
more  and  better  constructive  work  in  the  various  counties  of  the 
Commonwealth. 


BRADFORD    COUNTY— Herbert   S.   Putnam. 


Perhaps  the  most  noteworthy  events  of  the  year  in  Bradford 
county  were  the  steps  taken  to  secure  the  erection  of  new  high 
school  buildings  in  Towanda  and  Canton,  the  enlargement  of  the 
high  school  buildings  in  Athens  and  Troy,  and  the  enlargement 
of  ward  buildings  in  Athens  and  Sayre.  In  all  these  districts,  ex- 
cept Sayre,  the  expense  was  so  great  that  the  consent  of  the  people 
to  increase  the  indebtedness  had  to  be  obtained  at  elections  held 
for  that  purpose.  The  sentiment  in  favor  of  improved  conditions 
was  so  strong  that  the  people  expressed  their  approval  of  increasing 
the  indebtedness  to  the  amounts  asked  for  in  almost  unanimous 
terms.  These  buildings  are  all  in  process  of  construction  and  next 
year  we  will  be  able  to  report  high  school  accommodations  second 
to  none  in  the  rural  counties  of  the  State. 
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The  agricultural  school  at  Troy  was  in  successful  operation  during 
the  year  and  splendid  vocational  work  in  manual  training  and  do- 
mestic science  was  done  at  Athens. 

The  Towanda  School  Board  expects  to  establish  a  vocational 
school  when  the  new  building  is  completed.  Application  has  been 
made  for  courses  in  agriculture  and  home  economics. 

A  portion  of  the  new  building  at  Athens  is  being  specially 
equipped  for  vocational  work.  Our  township  high  schools  have  in- 
creased their  attendance,  lengthened  their  courses  and  improved 
their  faculities  and  equipment. 

The  Bradford  County  Teachers'  Institute  held  its  annual  session 
the  week  of  October  12th.  All  the  teachers  except  seven  were  in 
attendance.  The  day  instructors  were  Dr.  0.  T.  Corson,  Columbus, 
Ohio;  Deputy  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  R.  B.  Teitrick, 
of  Harrisburg,  Pa.;  Dr.  William  R.  Stiaughn,  Principal  Mansfield 
State  Normal  School;  Prof.  George  C.  Williams,  School  of  Expres- 
sion, Ithaca,  N.  Y. ;  Dr.  Charles  Calvert  Ellis,  Dean  of  Juniata 
School  of  Education,  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  and  Prof.  J.  W.  Yoder,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,  musical  conductor.  The  evening  attractions  were  as 
follows:  Lecture,  "The  Rights  and  Wrongs  of  Women,"  Rabbi 
Stephen  S.  Wise;  lecture,  "The  Martyrdom  of  Fools,"  Thomas  Brooks 
Fletcher;  concert,  "The  Harmony  Concert  Company;"  lecture,  "Will 
Your  Dreams  Come  True  or  The  Haunted  House,"  Edward  Amherst 
Ott;  musical  entertainment,  Walter  Eccles  and  the  College  Girls. 

The  annual  meeting  of  directors  and  teachers  was  held  at  To- 
wanda early  in  March.  Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  secretary  of  the  State 
Board  of  Education,  Harold  W.  Foght,  specialist  in  Rural  School 
Practice  from  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Education,  Washington, 
D.  C,  and  High  School  Inspector  W.  M.  Denison  were  the  instruc- 
tors from  abroad.  Dr.  Foght  pronounced  our  school  exhibit,  which 
was  more  extensive  than  ever  before,  the  finest  and  largest  he  had 
ever  seen  outside  of  a  State  exhibit.  The  contest  in  public  speaking 
was  an  event  of  considerable  interest.  Prizes  were  awarded  as 
follows: 

Boys'  first  prize,  $10.    John  Vallilee,  Ulster,  Pa. 
Boys'  second  prize,  $5.     Samuel  Cass,  Orwell,  Pa. 
Girls'  first  prize,  $10.     Theresa  Lusch,  Towanda,  Pa. 
Girls'  second  prize,  $5.     Leah  Clayton,  Troy,  Pa. 

Late  in  the  year  the  Bradford  County  Farm  Bureau  was  organized 
and  an  office  established  for  the  agent,  Mr.  D.  K.  Sloan,  in  one  of 
the  offiice  rooms  of  the  county  superintendent.  A  competent 
stenographer  was  employed  as  clerk  for  the  Farm  Bureau  and  the 
superintendent. 
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Iii  co-operation  with  the  Bradford  County  Farm  Bureau,  agri- 
cultural contests  for  boys  and  baking-  and  sewing  contests  for  girls, 
have  been  arranged  for  pupils  in  the  public  schools,  between  the 
ages  of  ten  and  twenty  years.  The  plan  provides  for  an  exhibit 
this  fall  at  the  court  house  in  Towanda,  appropriate  exercises  and 
the  awarding  of  prizes  to  the  winners  in  each  contest.  Four  prizes 
will  be  awarded  to  each  contest  as  follows: 

First  prize  $10. 
Second  prize  $5. 
Third  prize  $3. 
Fourth  prize  |2. 

It  is  hoped  in  this  way  to  assist  and  encourage  the  work  in  teach- 
ing agriculture  and  home  economics  in  the  public  schools.  Acknowl- 
edgement of  valuable  assistance  in  arranging  for  these  contests  is 
made  to  L.  H.  Dennis,  expert  assistant  of  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction. 

Eighth  grade  examination  questions  were  prepared  and  sent  at 
the  close  of  the  term  to  all  schools  having  eighth  grade  pupils.  Of 
the  771  pupils  examined,  50  passed  the  required  standard  and  re- 
ceived completion  certificates  and  qualified  for  admission  to  high 
schools.  Nine  hundred  and  fifteen  pupils  were  neither  tardy  nor 
absent  during  the  year  in  the  schools  they  attended,  and  received 
certificates  of  award. 

The  last  official  business  of  the  year  was  the  nomination  of  two 
assistant  county  superintendents  and  the  confirmation  of  the  nomi- 
nations by  the  officers  of  the  County  Directors'  Association.  Frank 
W.  Gorham  of  Wysox  and  Paul  E.  Dimock  of  East  Smithfield  were 
duly  named  and  appointed.  With  the  help  of  these  assistant  super- 
intendents, an  effort  will  be  made  to  give  close  supervision  to  all 
the  schools  in  the  county  not  already  under  supervising  principals. 

We  earnestly  desire  and  fondly  hope  with  the  co-operation  of  all 
the  educational  forces  to  be  able  to  show  a  decided  progress  in  the 
public  schools  of  Bradford  county  the  coining  year. 


BUCKS  COUNTY— J.  H.  Hoffman. 


Success  and  failure  have  been  handed  to  us  during  the  last  year  in 
our  attempts  to  improve  school  conditions  in  this  county.  I  feel  that 
we  have  been  successful  in  many  of  our  efforts,  but  in  others  we 
have  sadly  failed.     By  the  consolidation  of  schools  and  transporta- 
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lion  of  pupils  other  counties  are  claiming  to  have  made  rapid  strides, 
while  our  Boards  are  very  slow  to  take  forward  steps  in  these  rural 
improvements.  We  are  naturally  suffering  by  means  of  this  com- 
parison and  Bucks  County  seems  bound  to  remain  in  the  "No  con- 
solidation" column. 

Agriculturally,  we  are  bound  to  grow  during  the  next  few  years, 
as  a  Farm  Bureau  has  just  been  organized.  The  county  agent  will 
find  us  very  willing  co-operative  workers  in  behalf  of  improving  rural 
conditions.  I  am  sure  we  will  all  realize  more  than  ever  that  farm- 
ing is  more  than  merely  working  on  a  farm. 

Thanks  to  the  good  friends  of  education  who  have  persistently  ad- 
vocated closer  supervision,  and  to  the  members  of  the  recent  Legis- 
lature for  making  the  necessary  appropriations,  we  now  have  two 
most  able  men  serving  as  Assistant  County  Superintendents.  I  know 
Superintendents  S.  Mervin  Smyser,  Morrisville,  and  Albert  C.  Butter, 
Perkasie,  will  prove  most  loyal  co-workers,  and  the  schools  are  bound 
to  gain  in  consequence  of  the  earnest  labors  these  supervisors  will 
give  to  the  county. 

The  corn  contest  prizes  offered  during  the  year  were  awarded  to 
Gertrude  Luz,  of  the  Trevose  School  and  to  Harvey  R.  Bauman  of  the 
Quakertown  Schools.  Corn  shows,  reading  and  spelling  contests, 
local  institutes  and  teachers'  meetings  have  been  numerous  through- 
out  the   county. 

Langhorne,  Morrisville,  Newton,  Sellersville,  Perkasie  and  Quaker- 
town  are  newly  formed  first  grade  high  schools.  Commercial  courses 
are  being  offered  in  several  of  the  schools. 

More  teachers  from  this  county  have  attended  Summer  Schools 
this  year  than  ever  before.  No  provisional  certificates  have  been 
granted  to  any  one  without  professional  training.  Every  teacher  in 
the  county  was  registered  as  a  member  of  the  State  Education  Asso- 
ciation, and  a  number  of  them  attended  the  meetings  at  Harrisburg. 

In  our  report  for  next  year  we  are  hoping  to  report  the  greatest 
progress  we  have  ever  made  in  any  previous  year. 


BUTLER  COUNTY— Frank  A.  McClung. 


The  past  school  year  has  been  a  pleasant  and  profitable  one  in 
our  county.  All  the  teachers  worked  loyally  and  the  schools  were 
completed  with  little  or  no  friction  in  any  section. 

There  seems  to  be  a  distinct  feeling  growing  among  the  teachers 
of  our  county  that  they  wish  to  be  as  well  prepared  as  possible  before 
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beginning  the  work  of  teaching.  During  the  past  year  we  have  been 
insisting  that  all  those  who  are  starting  in  as  beginners  should  have 
at  least  a  course  in  a  three  year  high  school  or  its  equivalent.  The 
Directors'  Association  went  on  record  as  favoring  this  requirement. 
At  the  close  of  the  term  the  superintendent  sent  a  letter  to  all  the 
teachers  of  the  county  asking  that  they  in  all  possible  cases  get  a 
term  of  school  during  the  summer.  The  teachers  have  responded 
nobly  to  this  suggestion  and  we  have  many  of  our  teachers  in  Grove 
City  College,  State  College  and  other  institutions  where  they  are 
getting  work  that  will  make  of  them  better  teachers. 

The  Agricultural  School,  started  at  West  Sunbury  last  fall  is 
worthy  of  special  mention  under  the  head  of  Special  Activities.  With 
the  hearty  and  helpful  co-operation  of  Prof.  L.  H.  Dennis  of  the 
Department  the  matter  of  an  Agricultural  School  at  West  Sunbury, 
under  the  direction  of  the  joint  boards  of  West  Sunbury  and  Clay 
Township,  was  taken  up.  West  Sunbuiw  is  a  little  town  located  in 
an  ideal  farming  community  and  surrounded  by  Clay  Township.  The 
idea  of  a  school  where  the  boys  of  the  community  could  learn  the 
theory  of  farming  together  with  the  practical  side  of  it  appealed  to 
the  people  of  that  community  and  they  supported  the  school  loyally. 
Prof.  W.  L.  Treager,  a  graduate  of  State  College,  was  elected  head  of 
the  Agricultural  Department  and  began  work  in  September  with  fif- 
teen boys.  The  school  did  excellent  work  during  the  year  and  this 
summer  the  teacher  oversees  the  boys  in  the  project  work  they  have 
undertaken  upon  their  home  farms.  In  fact  the  work  so  appeals  to 
the  people  of  the  community  as  being  what  many  of  the  boys  of  the 
community  need  most  that  the  board  has  decided  to  extend  the  work 
to  the  girls  and  has  added  a  Homemaking  Department  for  the  com- 
ing year  and  the  school  has  become  a  vocational  school  with  the  pros- 
pects of  a  large  attendance  at  the  opening  this  fall.  We  think  there 
is  no  phase  of  educational  work  that  has  been  undertaken  in  recent 
years  that  will  be  of  so  far  reaching  value  to  the  country  people  as 
the  work  the  department  has  done  in  the  vocational  work. 

On  the  last  day  of  October  our  county  observed  "Community  Day" 
in  the  schools.  The  superintendent  sent  a  letter  to  all  of  the  teachers 
of  the  county  asking  that  they  make  this  a  special  day  for  the  com- 
munity in  the  schools.  Many  of  the  teachers  had  the  children  bring 
fruits  of  the  field,  orchard  and  garden  and  had  these  arranged  in  the 
school  room.  The  school  rooms  were  nicely  decorated  with  autumn 
leaves  and  vines.  The  forenoon  was  set  apart  for  cleaning  up  the 
school  grounds  and  making  things  about  the  school  house  look  more 
attractive.  At  noon  the  people  of  the  community  sat  down  together 
to  a  picnic  dinner.  In  the  afternoon  songs,  and  exercises  were  pre- 
sented by  the  school.  Nothing  has  so  brought  the  people  of  our  com- 
munities together  and  fostered  school  spirit  as  the  observance  of  this 
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day.  The  teachers  of  the  county  observed  the  day  with  very  few 
exceptions.  iSome  schools  reported  one  hundred  or  more  visitors. 
We  hope  to  continue  the  day  this  year. 

In  co-operation  with  Mr.  H.  S.  Adams  of  the  Farm  Bureau  we 
continued  the  work  of  the  corn  clubs  and  had  the  most  successful 
year  on  record  in  our  county.  One  hundred  and  fifty  boys  took  up 
the  work  and  raised  either  an  acre  or  a  quarter  acre  of  corn  under 
the  direction  of  the  head  of  the  Farm  Bureau  who  visited  them  once 
a  month  and  gave  the  instructions  in  the  growing-  of  corn.  In  the 
fall  meetings  were  held  in  all  sections  of  the  county  and  talks  given 
on  corn.  The  schools  joined  in  these  meetings  with  songs  and  recita- 
tions appropriate  for  the  occasion.  The  records  were  inspected,  the 
corn  judged  and  the  prizes  awarded  at  these  meetings.  In  De- 
cember a  meeting  for  the  whole  county  was  held  in  Butler  and  talks 
given  by  members  of  the  faculty  of  State  College.  At  this  meeting 
the  county  prizes  were  awarded,  as  a  result  of  these  prizes  ten  boys 
were  taken  to  State  College  for  a  visit  during  Farmers'  Week. 

During  the  last  week  in  March  a  day  was  set  apart  in  the  schools 
known  as  "Seed  Corn  Testing  Day."  On  this  day  the  pupils  of  the 
school  opened  the  testers  they  had  previously  made  and  selected  the 
ears  of  corn  that  would  germinate  best.  It  was  urged  that  all  the 
seed  corn  of  the  patrons  of  the  school  be  tested.  This  was  done  in 
nearly  every  school  of  the  county. 

This  year  we  are  organizing  a  bread  baking  contest  among  the 
girls.  We  now  have  nearly  three  hundred  girls  who  have  signified 
their  willingness  to  enter  this  contest. 

A  letter  was  sent  to  each  teacher  each  month  last  year  giving  sug- 
gestions, examination  questions  and  helps.  These  letters  seemed  to 
be  appreciated  by  the  teachers  and  were  we  believe  very  helpful. 

The  superintendent  gave  his  whole  time  to  the  work  of  the  schools. 
Every  school  was  visited  once  and  eighty  were  visited  a  second  time. 
Local  institutes  were  held,  meetings  for  teachers,  especially  the  be- 
ginners were  held  from  time  to  time,  the  County  Institute  was  help- 
ful and  the  Directors'  Meeting  a  great  success. 

An  organization  of  the  high  school  teachers  of  the  county  was 
made  and  four  meetings  were  held.  At  these  meetings  a  man  of  ex- 
perience gave  an  address  and  problems  of  high  school  interest  were 
discussed.  This  organization  was  put  upon  a  firm  basis  and  will  be 
permanent. 

We  plan  during  the  coming  year  to  take  up  the  libraries  of  the 
rural  schools  and  try  to  create  a  sentiment  among  the  people  of  the 
community  to  read  more.  We  shall  try  to  have  a  library  in  every 
school  and  in  it  books  that  will  be  beneficial  not  only  to  the  younger 
people  but  which  will  be  a  help  to  the  older  people  of  the  community. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  department  for  all  the  courtesy  and  help 
given  during  the  past  year. 
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CAMBRIA  COUNTY— M.  S.  Bentz. 


Cambria  county  is  still  following  the  beaten  paths  as  outlined  in 
former  reports.  We  have  continued  to  emphasize  the  same  funda- 
mentals. The  pleasing  phase  of  the  work,  however,  is  the  realization 
of  some  of  our  aims. 

Where  we  can  retain  our  seasoned  teachers  from  year  to  year,  we 
have  made  a.  marked  degree  of  progress  in  reading,  writing,  funda- 
mental numbers  and  spelling.  Where  we  have  been  required  to  break 
in  new  teachers  every  year  our  work  does  not  seem  fruitful. 

The  young  people  who  have  attended  our  "Week  of  Teacher  Train- 
ing" for  several  years  have  ripened  into  energetic,  capable  and  enthu- 
siastic teachers.  This  year  we  were  able  to  get  several  of  our  fos- 
silized teachers  to  attend  the  "Week  of  Teacher  Training"  and  the 
change  effected  in  their  work  is  nothing  short  of  a  miracle. 

We  have  made  the  attendance  at  the  "Week  of  Teacher  Training" 
a  requisite  qualification  to  sit  for  a  professional  certificate.  We  will 
not  permit  any  to  sit  for  a  professional  certificate  who  has  not  an 
average  of  eighty  per  cent,  on  his  or  her  certificate  and  an  equal  mark 
in  school  practice.  We  have  added  the  requirement  of  a  definite 
course  in  the  free  arm  movement  in  writing. 

We  have  prepared  a  spelling  book  for  each  of  the  grades  except 
the  fifth  and  sixth.     Books  for  these  grades  are  being  compiled. 

We  have  started  our  assistant  superintendents.  It  is  not  our  aim 
to  have  the  assistant  superintendents  relieve  the  superintendent  so 
much  as  to  more  thoroughly  supervise.  Miss  Jones  our  lady  assis- 
tant will  work  entirely  with  the  primary  grades  of  our  graded 
schools.  Where  I  find  a  weak  teacher  in  these  grades  I  send  Miss 
Jones.  She  spends  several  days  with  that  teacher  and  then  returns 
in  a  few  weeks  again  to  assist  and  advise.  Mr.  Mulhollen  will  work 
in  like  manner  with  the  weak  and  inexperienced  teachers  in  the  rural 
schools. 

We  have  been  meeting  the  teachers  on  Saturdays  and  evenings  to 
discuss  the  year's  work.  We  have  been  much  gratified  to  see  and  feel 
the  interest  shown  among  our  teachers.  Many  of  the  teachers  are 
asking  for  the  assistant  superintendents'  aid. 

We  have  still  the  same  interest  in  our  Principals'  Association.  We 
will  again  hold  a  field  meet  this  fall  for  our  high  schools.  Our  base- 
ball league  proved  a  success. 

There  has  been  a  very  marked  activity  of  our  directors  in  building 
new  school  houses,     In  fact  I  feel  our  directors  are  entirely  awake, 
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They  are  building  good  buildings,  they  are  paying  better  salaries, 
demanding  a  higher  standard  of  proficiency,  and  increasing  the  leigtb 
of  school  year. 

I  feel  that  I  can  report  progress  but  we  are  not  near  the  mark  for 
which  we  strive. 


CAMERON  COUNTY— C.  E.  Plasterer. 


In  making  a  survey  of  the  work  of  the  past  year  in  the  schools  of 
Cameron  County,  I  find  a  number  of  items  which  I  take  pleasure  in 
reporting.  Of  our  sixty-one  teachers,  only  seven  were  beginners.  We 
are  having  a  gradual  increase  in  the  number  of  professionally 
trained  teachers.  The  certificates  held  were  as  follows:  College  2, 
normal  diplomas  25,  permanent  6,  professional  15,  and  provisional 
13.  About  one-fourth  of  our  teachers  have  been  attending  school 
this  summer. 

In  addition  to  the  County  Institute,  three  Local  Institutes  were 
held.  A  profitable  feature  of  the  Driftwood  Institute  was  an  address 
by  Principal  Lose  of  the  Lock  Haven  Normal  School.  At  the  Em- 
porium meeting  the  most  helpful  features  were  the  demonstrations 
of  class  work  given  by  several  of  the  local  teachers.  The  Institutes 
were  well  attended  and  the  teachers  took  an  active  part  in  the  pro- 
grams. 

A  Parent-Teacher  Association  was  organized  in  Driftwood  during 
the  latter  part  of  the  term.  A  literary  society  was  also  organized 
in  Driftwood  and  held  bi-weekly  meetings  in  the  school  house. 

A  great  interest  has  been  aroused  in  the  Shippen  Township  high 
school  and  in  the  three  grade  rooms  in  the  same  building  through 
organized  and  supervised  play  ground  activities.  On  May  3d  a  May 
Day— Play  Day  Celebration  was  held  which  attracted  hundreds  of 
visitors  including  patrons  from  all  parts  of  the  district.  The  in- 
creased enrollment  attests  the  interest  of  the  citizens  in  the  township 
high  school.  For  the  next  year  the  principal  of  the  high  school  has 
also  been  made  principal  of  the  township  and  we  hope  to  see  the 
next  Play  Day  be  a  meet  for  all  the  pupils  of  the  township.  At 
Driftwood  the  school  grounds  have  been  put  in  shape  for  outdoor 
athletics.  The  Emporium  Schools  had  a  picnic  at  Keystone  Park 
near  the  close  of  the  term.    Attendance  was  limited  to  teachers  and 

pupils. 

The  attendance  of  pupils  has  been  better  this  year  than  last.  We 
have  been  unusually  free  of  epidemics  and  diseases  requiring  a  quar- 
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antiue.  Certificates  of  award  were  given  to  160  pupils  who  were 
nc'ther  absent  nor  tardy  during  the  term  and  to  97  others  who  but 
for  a  day  or  two  of  absence  due  to  sickness  or  death  would  have 
maintained  a  perfect  record  of  attendance. 

Sentiment  in  favor  of  consolidation  of  schools  is  growing  in  this 
county.  The  strength  of  this  sentiment  is  however  no  particular 
cause  for  alarm  at  present  to  those  who  are  opposed  to  progress  in 
this  direction.  No  new  schools  have  been  erected  but  the  School 
Boards  have  shown  commendable  interest  in  keeping  up  those  they 
now  have.  Among  the  improvements  noted  are  new  floors,  walls 
decorated,  outbuildings  repaired,  vines  and  shrubbery  planted.  The 
Emporium  Board  had  all  the  desks  in  nine  rooms  refinished,  pro- 
vided book  cases  for  all  rooms,  painted  exteriors  of  both  buildings, 
installed  new  closets  and  a  new  heating  plant  in  one  of  the  build- 
ings. The  school  property  in  Emporium  was  never  before  in  as  good 
condition  as  it  is  at  present. 

The  teachers  and  pupils  have  been  especially  active  in  improving 
their  school  rooms  and  grounds  and  in  adding  to  the  equipment.  The 
schools,  exclusive  of  those  in  Emporium,  raised  during  the  year 
$282.47  for  such  improvements.  Of  this  amount  $4S.t>6  was  expended 
for  pictures,  $32.40  for  books  and  the  remainder  for  victrolas,  an 
organ,  clocks,  a  teacher's  desk,  book  cases,  drinking  fountains,  etc. 
Five  victrolas  are  now  in  use  in  the  schools  of  the  county. 

All  of  the  schools  had  medical  inspection  this  year.  Reports  show 
that  comparatively  few  of  the  parents  heeded  the  recommendations 
of  the  Department  of  Health  and  sought  to  have  the  defects  cor- 
rected. We  shall  not  quote  figures  however  as  some  parents  make  it 
a  practice  to  wait  until  vacation  before  attending  to  these  matters. 
While  medical  inspection  does  not  accomplish  all  that  it  should,  the 
fault  is  chiefly  with  parents  and  it  should  be  continued  in  our  schools 
for  the  good  it  actually  does  accomplish. 

Sixty-one  Common  School  Diplomas  were  issued,  twenty-five 
graduated  from  the  Emporium  high  school,  four  from  Shippen  and 
two  from  Driftwood.  The  Emporium  class  was  the  largest  ever 
graduated  from  the  school. 

From  among  other  matters  Avhich  might  enter  into  this  report  we 
choose  the  following:  The  Directors'  Convention  held  in  connection 
with  the  County  Institute  was  attended  by  about  three-fourths  of  the 
directors  of  the  county.  It  was  voted  to  have  a  two  day  session  next 
year.  One  director  visited  fourteen  schools  with  the  superintendent, 
two  visited  five,  and  two  others  visited  two  each.  Good  results  usu- 
ally follow  these  visits.  Six  prizes  aggregating  about  $45.00  were 
given  to  the  winners  in  the  first  Corn  Growing  Contest  held  in  Cam- 
eron County. 
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Special  acknowledgments  are  due  to  the  State  Superintendent  and 
other  members  of  the  Department,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  State 
Board  and  to  the  teachers,  directors  and  patrons  who  have  made  it 
possible  for  us  to  look  upon  the  past  year  with  satisfaction  and  the 
new  year  with  anticipation  of  still  better  results. 


CARBON  COUNTY— James  J.  Sevan. 


The  statistical  report  for  the  past  school  year  herewith  submitted 
indicates  that  there  was  much  substantial  improvement  and  com- 
mendable progress  in  the  physical  condition  and  the  academic  ac- 
tivities of  the  public  schools  of  this  county.  Reference  will  be  made 
in  detail  to  matters  worthy  of  special  note. 

Professional  Growth. — Our  efforts  for  the  improvement  of  the 
teaching  force  in  a  knowledge  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  the 
art  of  teaching  and  in  skill  in  school  government  were  encouraging 
and  apparently  fruitful.  In  districts  under  the  direction  of  super- 
vising principals,  such  as  Banks,  East  Mauch  Chunk,  Lehigh  ton, 
Mauch  Chunk  Township,  Mauch  Chunk  Borough,  Palmerton,  Summit 
Hill,  and  Weatherly,  the  general  teachers'  meetings  and  grade  meet- 
ings were  devoted  to  the  study  of  the  general  and  specific  problems 
and  conditions  peculiar  to  each  district  and  much  definite  good  was 
accomplished  therein.  At  least  one  of  the  texts  contained  in  the  list 
of  books  for  professional  study  was  intensively  studied  in  each  dis- 
trict. Similar  effort  was  made  to  give  aid  and  inspiration  to  the 
teachers  of  small  graded  schools  and  to  rural  school  teachers  in  the 
specific  work  of  those  schools,  through  the  medium  of  our  local  in- 
stitutes and  other  educational  meetings.  The  institutes  held  at  Tres- 
ckow,  Weatherly,  and  Palmerton  were  largely  attended  and  pro- 
ductive of  much  good.  The  Annual  County  Institute  presented  a 
strong  array  of  school  leaders  and  lecturers  and  the  influence  thereof 
was,  we  believe,  wholesome,  far-reaching  and  enduring. 

Special  Activities. — The  Home  and  School  Associations  of  the 
county  were  potent  factors  for  school  betterment  during  the  year. 
The  most  notable  instance  of  this  was  shown  in  Lehighton  where 
through  the  strong  efforts  of  the  Home  and  School  Association  voters 
of  that  borough  authorized  a  bonded  indebtedness  of  f  100,000  for  a 
new  high  school  building.  In  other  matters  of  school  concern  such 
as  school  hygiene,  the  relative  values  of  school  studies  and  home 
study,  these  associations  were  influential  for  progress  and  better- 
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ment.  Such  associations  should  become  active  in  every  district  of 
our  county,  and  all  assistance  possible  will  be  cheerfully  rendered  by 
us  in  the  organization  thereof. 

School  Administration. — Our  school  boards  were  as  a  rule  active 
in  the  management  of  their  schools,  generous  in  many  places  in  their 
provision  for  better  school  work,  and  interested  in  every  phase  of 
school  improvement.  In  the  spring  number  of  the  Carbon  County 
School  Bulletin,  many  suggestions  were  offered  to  our  School  Boards 
in  reference  to  the  right  selection  of  teachers,  the  recognition  of  good 
work  by  capable  teachers  and  the  duty  of  the  retention  of  such 
teachers  for  the  future  welfare  of  the  children  under  them. 

In  the  visitation  of  schools  the  superintendent  has  kept  constantly 
in  mind  the  necessity  of  personal  improvement  of  the  individual 
teacher.  To  this  end  good  methods  of  teaching  were  approved 
wherever  observed  and  faulty  methods  were  pointed  out  to  the 
teacher  in  question;  outlines  for  teaching  were  prepared  for  young 
and  inefficient  teachers  and  a  course  of  reading  in  special  methods 
was  recommended. 

In  our  "Standard  Minimum  Equipment  for  One-Room  Rural 
Schools"  the  pressing  needs  of  this  grade  of  school  as  to  grounds, 
supplies,  and  the  requirements  of  the  School  Code  in  reference  there- 
to were  emphasized.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  our  School  Boards 
have  indicated  their  desire  to  comply  in  form  and  spirit  with  these 
requirements. 

Buildings  and  Equipment. — One  new  building  was  opened  during 
the  term — a  large  building  of  twelve  rooms  and  modern  in  all  its  ap- 
pointments at  Palmerton.  In  other  districts  buildings  were  re- 
paired and  in  a  few  cases  remodelled  to  meet  the  demands  of  better 
school  facilities.  Great  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  matter  of 
good  buildings  in  this  county  in  recent  years.  Several  fiue  new  build- 
ings now  in  course  of  erection  or  about  to  be  begun  will  be  ready  for 
service  next  year  when  due  reference  will  be  made  to  them.  A  few 
old  buildings  unsuited  to  the  purpose  or  unfit  for  use  still  remain, 
but  these  in  a  few  years  will  have  been  abandoned. 

The  equipment  of  our  schools  for  better  work  in  science,  penman- 
ship, hand-craft  and  drawing  was  enlarged  in  a  number  of  our 
large  districts.  In  many  of  the  rural  schools  teachers  provided  ma- 
terial for  educative  busy  work  at  school  and  at  home,  and  commend- 
able effort  was  made  by  such  teachers  to  project  the  work  of  the 
school  into  the  life  of  the  pupil  at  home  through  the  medium  of  use- 
ful hand-work. 

In  this  brief  survey  of  the  work  of  the  year,  it  is  impossible  to 
refer  to  the  many  items  of  activity  and  progress  that  might  be  men- 
tioned. The  fidelity,  intelligence,  and  efficiency  of  our  school  boards, 
principals  and  grade  teachers  are  worthy  of  our  commendation,  and 
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this  is  hereby  accorded.  Our  chief  aim  for  the  future  will  be  to  en- 
courage and  inspire  further  effort  for  school  betterment  along  pro- 
fessional and  intellectual  as  well  as  material  lines  and  to  direct  all 
the  activities  of  the  coining  year  toward  rational  ends  in  school  in- 
struction and  administration. 


CENTRE  COUNTY— David  O.  Etters. 


Another  school  year  fraught  with  varied  interests  has  gone  into 
the  past;  and  while  it  is  wished  that  some  results  were  different,  yet 
much  was  accomplished  from  which  to  take  hope  for  the  future.  A 
desire  for  fuller  preparation  and  stronger  scholarship  is  leading 
many  of  our  young  people  to  seek  special  training  in  the  normal 
school,  the  college  and  the  university;  while  many  others,  who  do  not 
find  it  possible  to  pursue  an  extended  course  anywhere,  are  bene- 
fitting by  taking  advantage  of  the  opportunities  afforded  by  the 
spring  training  class  for  teachers  conducted  at  the  Lock  Haven  Nor- 
mal and  the  summer  school  for  teachers  at  State  College.  More  of 
our  teachers  could  and  should  take  this  vacation  work.  A  great  lack 
of  knowledge  of  methods  is  a  marked  weakness  of  many  of  our 
teachers.  To  know  both  what  and  how  to  do  means  efficiency  as  to 
the  teacher  and  corresponding  profit  as  to  the  pupil. 

Better  school  facilities  are  holding  their  proper  place  in  the  march 
of  progress.  During  the  year,  Philipsburg  and  State  College  opened 
new  quarters  to  their  respective  high  schools.  In  each  instance  the 
plan  and  appointments  are  in  keeping  with  the  best  architectural 
thought  of  the  day.  The  auditorium  of  the  Philipsburg  building  is 
one  of  the  finest  to  be  found  in  any  like  community  in  the  State.  The 
State  College  school  board  merits  the  commendation  of  its  constitu- 
ents for  the  wise  policy  adopted  in  grasping  the  rare  opportunity 
to  secure  so  large  a  plot  of  ground  as  the  site  for  the  high  school 
building.  This  guarantees  a  spacious  play  ground  and  affords  ample 
space,  beside,  for  school  gardens,  so  that  now,  the  pupils  studying 
agriculture  do  some  real  project  work  as  a  requirement.  Then  too, 
this  new  property  will  serve  as  an  excellent  social  centre,  once  the 
grounds  are  fully  planned  and  laid  out. 

In  November,  Snow  Shoe  Township  opened  a  school  in  a  neat  new- 
one  room  building  at  Cato.  Boggs  and  Huston  have,  each,  erected  a 
good  two-room  structure,  the  former  at  Yarnell  and  the  latter  at 
Julian.    Spring  also,  has  a  twin-room  house  in  the  course  of  construe- 
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tion,  at  Pleasant  Gap.  College  has  contracted  for  a  modern  building 
to  replace  the  one  at  Centre  Furnace,  recently  destroyed  by  fire, 
and  Haines  has  underway  a  good  four-room  structure  at  Aaronsburg, 
on  the  site  of  the  old  building,  also,  burned  during  the  spring.  All 
of  these  houses  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  at  the  regular  time  for 
opening  school,  in  September. 

Washington  Camp,  P.  O.  S.  of  A.,  State  College  has  the  thanks  of 
its  community  for  the  helpful  influence  it  is  exerting  in  the  schools 
of  that  section  by  supplying  flags  of  good  size  and  bjr  offering  de- 
sirable premiums  for  regular  and  prompt  attendance  at  school. 

The  county  Pomona  Grange  has  instituted  a  corn  growing  contest 
which  promises  well.  This  project  is  in  charge  of  Mr.  John  S.  Dale, 
'State  College.  If  the  movement  does  not  come  up  to  the  expectations 
of  its  friends,  no  blame  can  rest  with  Mr.  Bale  for  he  has  given  gener- 
ously of  his  time  and  effort  in  getting  the  project  started. 

The  manual  training  and  domestic  science  departments  of  the 
high  school  at  Belief onte  and  at  State  College  are  doing  excellent 
work.  The  commercial  department  in  these  same  schools  is  accom- 
plishing fine  results.  A  like  department  will  be  added  to  the  curri- 
culum of  the  Philipsburg  high  school  for  the  coming  year. 

Our  county  should  have  at  least  two  agriculture  high  schools  under 
the  supervision  of  the  State.  One  of  these  might  well  be  located  at 
Howard  and  the  other  either  at  Spring  Mills  qr  Millheim.  If  once 
started,  I  am  satisfied  such  schools  would  rapidly  grow  in  favor  and 
would  do  a.  great  work. 

In  many  instances  too  little  concern  is  shown  for  the  condition  of 
the  school  property.  The  buildings  lack  paint,  the  walls  need  paper 
or  calcimine  and  the  grounds  have  run  to  weeds  and  briars.  This  is 
not  an  index  of  a  healthy  civic  spirit.  How  much  better  it  would 
be  were  the  people  of  each  school  community  to  have  a  common  in- 
terest in  beautifying  the  little  school  premises  and  thus  fit  it  to  be  a 
pleasant  social  centre.  The  world  is  charged  with  growing  selfish 
more  and  more;  and  the  charge  would  seem  to  be  sustained  in  a  de- 
gree so  far  as  it  pertains  to  the  rural  neighborhood  since  these  people 
seldom  come  together  in  a  social  way  and  rarely  hold  any  interest  in 
common.  The  populous  centres,  on  the  other  hand,  are  quick  to  see 
the  advantages  wdiich  result  from  improved  community  conditions 
hence  the  public  park,  the  boulevard  and  the  beautiful  school  ground. 

In  the  more  progressive  districts,  the  teachers  organized  for  mu- 
tual helpfulness  and  held  the  regular  monthly  meeting  throughout 
the  year.  The  opportunity  thus  afforded  for  an  interchange  of  views 
and  a  review  of  experiences  proved  profitable  especially  to  the 
younger  teachers.  These  meetings  also  assisted  greatly  by  enabling 
the  teachers  to  reach  a  better  understanding  of  the  requiremnets  of 
the  State  Course  of  Study  which  is  being  more  and  more  closely 
followed. 
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Our  Teachers'  Institute  was  easily  the  great  educational  event  of 
the  year,  and  proved  to  be  one  of  the  best  ever  held  in  the  county. 
The  instructors  were  Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  representing  the  State 
Board  of  Education;  Superintendent  James  G.  Pentz,  of  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Instruction;  Dr.  C.  P.  Colgrove,  of  the  Teachers' 
College,  Ceder  Falls,  Iowa;  Superintendent  S.  R.  Shear,  Pough- 
keepsie,  N.  Y.,  and  Prof.  Charles  Lose,  principal  of  the  Central 
State  Normal  School,  Lock  Haven. 

The  Directors'  Association  held  its  annual  meeting  December  22- 
23,  in  Bellefonte.  All  sessions  were  well  attended  and  the  mem- 
bers took  a  keen  interest  in  the  discussions  which  for  the  most  part 
had  to  do  with  live  subjects  such  as  school  finances,  school  admin- 
istration, and  the  claim  of  the  district  upon  the  State. 

In  closing  we  wish  to  thank  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion for  courtesies  extended;  the  teachers  who  gave  loyal  support; 
the  directors  who  made  an  honest  effort  to  afford  the  best  possible 
facilities;  the  county  press  for  publishing  educational  matters  of 
general  interest;  and  the  patrons  throughout  the  county  for  kind 
and  helpful  words  of  encouragement  to  the  superintendent  when  on 
his  round  of  duty. 


OHESTEB  COUNTY— Thomas  A.  Bock. 


At  the  close  of  the  first  year  of  a  new  administration,  there  is 
little  of  an  unusual  character  to  report.  The  most  striking  thing, 
if  one  may  judge  from  local  comment,  is  the  County  Teachers'  Insti- 
tute held  at  West  Chester  October  26th-30th.  The  teachers  pro- 
nounced it  the  best  held  in  many  a  day.  As  instructors  we  had — 
for  rural  teachers,  Miss  Nan  Mildren  and  Dr.  Ambrose  L.  Suhrie; 
for  primary  teachers,  Miss  Merian  S.  Peters;  for  grammar  school 
teachers,  Dr.  P.  M.  Harbold;  for  the  high  school  section,  Dr.  Arthur 
T.  Holmes;  for  the  general  sessions,  Dr.  Luther  H.  Gulick,  Dr. 
Frank  P.  Graves,  Dr.  George  M.  Philips,  Dr.  C.  N.  Kendall  and 
Prof.  Jerry  March.  The  two  evening  entertain ments  were  given  by 
The  Princeton  Players  and  the  Cathedral  Choir,  the  latter  of  un- 
usual excellence.  On  Monday  evening  the  teachers  spent  an  in- 
formal social  evening  in  the  auditorium  and  on  Wednesday  even- 
ing were  given  a  reception  by  the  West  Chester  Board  of  Trade  at 
Memorial  Hall.     Both  were  delightful  occasions. 
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The  plan  of  the  day  sessions  was  to  spend  one  hour  in  section 
work — four  sections — and  after  a  ten  minute  intermission  gather 
in  general  session  for  another  hour  to  hear  one  strong  lecture.  On 
the  afternoon  of  Directors'  Day,  teachers  and  directors  met  jointly 
in  the  opera  house  and  listened  to  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Levy's  great  lec- 
ture, "Marching  On."  A  spelling  contest  in  which  a  team  of  the 
two  best  spellers  from  each  district  are  entered  is  an  annual  feature 
of  the  institute. 

The  Directors'  Convention  met  December  14.  It  was  addressed 
by  the  probation  officer,  Miss  Caroline  Harry;  Superintendent  E. 
M.  Kapp,  of  Berks  county,  and  Dr.  G.  M.  Philips,  of  the  normal 
school. 

It  voted  to  appoint  a  committee  to  divide  the  county  into  districts 
for  local  rural  supervision  by  means  of  jointly  elected  supervising- 
principals. 

The  new  teachers  were  gathered  at  the  county  seat  for  a  day's 
instruction  in  September.  They  were  addressed  by  Dr.  A.  L. 
Buhrie,  Superintendent  Addison  L.  Jones  and  the  county  super- 
intendent. 

In  February  a  meeting  of  rural  teachers  was  held  at  the  county 
seat.  Much  of  the  day  was  spent  in  hearing  brief  reports  from 
individual  teachers  on  some  special  line  of  work  that  she  was  carry- 
ing on  with  such  success  that  it  had  caught  the  eye  of  the  superin- 
tendent. The  meeting  was  addressed  by  High  School  Inspector  C. 
D.  Koch,  Prof.  A.  D.  Cromwell,  of  the  West  Chester  Normal  School, 
and  Mr.  C.  B.  Preston,  of  the  local  Farm  Bureau. 

The  High  School  Education  Association  held  one  meeting  ad- 
dressed by  Prof.  W.  H.  Kilpatrick,  of  Columbia  University. 

Numerous  home  and  school  associations  were  formed  during  the 
year.     Their  activities  touched  many  phases  of  school  work. 

At  Avondale,  at  Duffryn  Mawr  and  Mt.  Pleasant  they  equipped 
the  playgrounds  with  complete  outfits  of  play  apparatus. 

At  numerous  schools  they  helped  the  teacher  secure  equipment  for 
serving  a  hot  lunch  to  the  children.  Quite  a  large  number  of  one- 
teacher  rural  schools  are  now  serving  a  warm  dish  to  the  children 
with  the  noon-day  lunch.  The  older  children  assist  in  its  prepara- 
tion, meals  are  served  in  a  more  sanitary  way  and  table  manners 
are  taught.  Moreover,  the  hot  lunch  involves  the  installation  of  an 
oil  stove  in  most  of  the  schools  thus  making  available  a  supply  of 
hot  water;  and  if  one  thing  is  needed  above  others,  at  the  rural 
school  as  we  have  it,  it  is  an  available  supply  of  hot  water.  With- 
out it,  a  sanitary  vessel  for  drinking  water  is  so  difficult  to  secure 
at  many  rural  schools  that  in   practice  it  is  not  often   supplied. 

In  East  town,  the  home  and  school  meeting  has  brought  about 
the  employment  by  the  school  board  of  a  school  visitor.     This  is  one 
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of  the  experienced  teachers  who  is  given  much  time  off  from  her 
regular  work  for  this  duty.  She  tries  to  do  for  those  homes  which 
are  never  represented  in  the  home  and  school  meetings  what  these 
meetings  do  for  those  who  attend.  This  association  also  helped 
bring-  about  the  publication  jointly  with  Tredyffrin  township  of  a 
monthly  educational  newspaper  which  is  distributed  free  to  all 
the  homes  in  the  districts.  It  has  one  column  of  news  printed  in 
the  Italian  language. 

Local  Institutes  were  held  at  Parker  Ford  in  East  Coventry, 
Chester  'Springs  in  West  Pikeland,  Glen  Moore  in  Wallace,  New 
London  and  West  Grove,  all  largely  attended.  Monthly  teachers' 
meetings  are  held  in  about  two-thirds  of  the  districts.  At  many 
of  these,  the  books  adopted  by  the  Professional  Reading  Society 
were  studied.  Over  four  hundred  copies  of  these  books  were  sold 
at  the  County  Institute.  Practically  every  teacher  reads  some  pro- 
fessional magazines.  The  exceptions  are  chiefly  among  the  high 
school  teachers.  A  good  general  magazine  for  high  school  teachers 
in  smaller  high  schools  is  needed. 

Many  of  the  rural  schools  began  teaching  the  rudiments  of  vocal 
music  during  the  year.  It  is  hoped  to  further  this  by  providing 
definite  instruction  in  this  work  at  next  year's  institute.  Sewing 
was  regularly  taught  in  quite  a  few  rural  schools  and  is  now  a 
part  of  the  work  in  most  of  the  boroughs  schools. 

Literary  societies  found  in  many  of  the  schools  fostered  numerous 
public  speaking  contests — flag  raisings,  dramatic  productions  and 
lecture  courses.  Others  took  the  form  of  boys'  corn  clubs — girls' 
camp  fires.  Quite  a  few  school  libraries  were  established  or  en- 
larged. Applications  by  teachers  upon  the  State  Free  Library  Com- 
mission for  free  circulating  libraries  for  schools  were  encouraged  in 
the  hope  of  securing  such  a  change  in  its  policy  as  will  be  more 
helpful  to  the  rural  schools  which  need  its  books. 

Athletics  for  high  school  pupils  have  been  quite  well  developed, 
including  track  and  field  athletics,  baseball,  basketball  for  both  sexes 
and  football. 

Aside  from  calisthenics  in  the  town  schools,  little  has  been  done 
for  the  grade  children  along  these  lines.  Downingtown  borough 
reports  the  gift  of  a  large  playground  to  the  school  by  Mr.  J.  Hunter 
Wills,  a  citizen  of  the  borough. 

The  commercial  museum  lanterns  and  lectures  have  been  used 
quite  extensively  throughout  the  county.  Industrial  exhibits  were 
held  in  very  many  districts. 

At  the  high  school  entrance  examinations  held  in  May  322  eighth 
grade  pupils  were  examined.  Of  these  239  have  been  granted  cer- 
tificates of  admission  to  the  high  school.     The  questions  were  pre- 
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pared  and  papers  marked  by  a  committee  of  seven  persons  appointed 
by  the  Directors'  Convention  and  the  County  Institute.  Their  ex- 
penses were  i)aid  by  the  various  school  districts. 

Valley  township  completed  a  four-room  building  and  a  one-room 
building  during  the  year.  Both  are  well  planned  and  substantial. 
Oxford  added  a  large  addition  to  its  high  school  plant  which  takes 
care  of  its  growing  attendance,  it  contains  a  handsome  auditorium 
and  provision  for  athletic  games. 

During  the  year  building  operations  were  begun  at  Parkesburg, 
where  a  much  needed  addition  is  being  put  to  the  high  school  build- 
ing, at  New  London  and  at  Kennett  Square.  At  the  latter  place, 
a  new  high  school  building  is  being  erected  at  a  cost  of  |30,000.  At 
New  London  a  high  school  addition  is  being  built  to  the  famous 
New  London  Academy  building  of  former  days,  now  used  by  the 
public  schools. 

During  the  year  just  closed  Chester  county  schools  have  suffered 
a  serious  loss  in  the  death  of  Richard  S.  Macnamee,  supervising 
principal  of  the  Tredyffrin-Easttown  schools.  Mr.  Macnamee  wTas 
not  only  a  foremost  leader  in  the  county  whose  ideas  as  worked  out 
in  his  own  schools  stimulated  and  inspired  progress  elsewhere,  but 
he  was  a  most  highly  beloved  teacher  and  friend.  Of  sound  judg- 
ment, versatile,  progressive,  always  optimistic  and  enthusiastic, 
choice  in  his  language,  constructive  in  his  criticisms,  he  had  a  grasp 
of  school  questions  such  as  few  men  possessed.  His  personal  integ- 
rity, loveableness,  industry  and  sincerity  made  him  the  beloved  in- 
spiration of  many  a  life  within  and  without  the  ranks  of  the  teach- 
ers.   He  is  missed  in  all  our  educational  councils. 

Preparations  are  under  way  for  the  establishment  of  a  vocational 
school  at  Avondale.  Before  this  report  was  completed,  the  people 
of  Avondale  had  sanctioned  by  vote  an  increase  of  the  indebtedness 
of  their  borough  for  this  purpose  and  the  neighboring  school  dis- 
tricts— New  Garden  and  London  Grove  had  entered  into  an  agree- 
ment to  bear  one-third  of  the  expense  of  financing  the  new  school. 
The  school  will  give  courses  in  Household  Arts  and  Agriculture. 
Prof.  L.  H.  Dennis,  State  Director  of  Agricultural  Education,  and 
his  assistant,  Mr.  H.  C.  Fetterolf,  assisted  in  the  work  of  securing 
the  school. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  State  Department  for  its  help  in  the  work  of 
the  new  administration  of  the  county  schools. 
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CLARION  COUNTY— N.  E.  Heeter. 


During  the  year  just  closed  the  work  has  been  satisfactory.  Com- 
mendable progress  has  been  made  along  many  lines  and  the  senti- 
ment in  favor  of  better  schools  has  continued  to  grow.  The  spirit 
of  improved  buildings,  grounds  and  apparatus  has  become  con- 
tageous  and  every  district  has  felt  its  effects. 

Professional   Growth   of  Teachers. 

Our  sixteen  high  schools  and  the  Clarion  State  Normal  School 
afford  ample  means  for  the  preparation  of  teachers  for  the  county 
schools.  The  academic  work  is  largely  done  in  the  high  schools  and 
the  professional  training  given  by  the  normal  school.  Approximately 
ninety-five  per  cent,  of  our  teachers  have  had  professional  training 
and  the  work  in  method  is  improving.  This  fall  we  hope  to  have 
a  school  of  methods  for  the  young  teachers,  which  will  aid  them  in 
organizing  their  schools,  grading  and  classifying  the  pupils,  the 
use  of  the  course  of  study,  the  daily  program  and  in  co-operating 
with  the  superintendent  and  his  assistant. 

Special   Activities. 

Below  we  give  a  summary  of  the  results  of  some  of  our  special 
activities.  The  column  headed  ''Each  District's  Record  in  the 
Reading  Contest"  shows  the  percentage  of  pupils  of  each  district 
who  read  three  or  more  of  the  books  listed  for  their  grades  in  the 
jState  Course  of  Study.  Every  pupil  who  read  three  or  more  received 
a  reading  certificate  from  the  county  superintendent.  The  sum- 
mary shows  that  sixty-two  per  cent,  did  the  reading. 
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Edenburg   and   New   Bethlehem   made   no   report. 


The  School  Fair. 

When  we  announced  our  scheme  last  spring  for  a  school  fair  to 
be  held  in  the  rural  schools  in  October,  we  were  not  sure  that  it 
would  be  a  success.  It  depended  upon  the  earnestness  and  en- 
thusiasm of  the  teachers  in  carrying  it  through.  Many  teachers  said 
by  their  actions  that  it  could  not  be  done  and  simply  dismissed  the 
matter  from  their  minds.  Other  teachers,  numbering  about  forty, 
had  faith  in  their  own  ability  to  do  something  of  real  value  and 
interest  for  the  rural  district,  outside  of  the  ordinary  routine 
work  of  the  teacher.  These  teachers  went  ahead  with  the  experi- 
ment and  in  some  communities  I  am  sure  it  was  the  greatest  day 
in  the  history  of  the  schools.  Practically  all  the  reports  and  all 
the  evidence  that  I  can  gather  indicate  a  successful  and  profitable 
day  in  the  schools  where  it  wras  held. 
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Public  School  Exhibits. 

The  Clarion  county  public  schools  never  showed  to  better  ad- 
vantage than  wben  their  exhibits  in  writing,  drawing,  composition, 
domestic  science  and  domestic  arts,  manual  training,  and  agricul- 
ture were  placed  on  exhibition  during  the  week  of  the  County  Insti-. 
tute.  Approximately  two  thousand  people  from  the  county  in- 
spected the  exhibits  and  were  amazed  at  tlie  results.  Exhibits  of 
corn  from  the  prize  corn  growers  in  the  boys'  corn  growing  contest 
caught  the  eye  of  the  farmers  and  canned  tomatoes  from  the  girls' 
tomato  growing  and  canning  contest  took  the  eye  of  the  ladies. 
Specimens  of  writing,  drawing,  sewing  and  composition  from  all  the 
grades  were  on  exhibition.  All  sorts  of  hand  work,  aud  busy  work 
from  the  grades  were  in  evidence.  We  believe  this  exhibit  was  the 
[best  part  of  the  institute  and  the  lessons  the  teachers  got  from 
observing  the  work  of  the  various  schools  were  more  valuable  than 
could  possibly  be  given  from  the  platform.  Approximately  $200  were 
awarded  in  prizes  and  the  encouraging  feature  about  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  prize  money  was  that  the  rural  pupils  got  their  share 
of  it.  Their  exhibits  compared  favorably  with  those  from  the 
graded  schools. 

Six  boys  were  given  a  free  trip  to  State  College  for  their  success 
in  raising  corn,  the  best  yield  being  at  the  rate  of  206  bushels  of 
ears  to  the  acre. 


CLEARFIELD  COUNTY— C.   A.  Weisgerber. 


Considering  the  conditions  under  which  some  teachers  work,  the 
meager  preparation  of  others  and  the  comparatively  low  salary  they 
receive,  the  work  of  the  schools  of  Clearfield  county  during  the  last 
year  was  well  done.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  tendencies  are 
in  the  right  direction.  More  teachers  each  year  are  attending  sum- 
mer schools.  During  the  summer  of  1914  the  attendance  at  State 
College  was  twice  that  of  1913.  This  desire  for  professional  ad- 
vancement and  improvements  could  be  stimulated  by  the  boards.  As 
teachers  become  more  efficient  their  salaries  should  be  increased. 
The  State  likewise  could  aid  materially  by  making  Section  1211 
of  the  School  Code  operative.     Until  we  pay  our  teachers  salaries 
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commensurate  with  the  service  rendered  and  in  proportion  to  the 
increased  cost  of  living  we  cannot  expect  the  highest  type  of  scholar- 
ship and  professional  leadership  in  many  of  our  schools. 

We  have  five  hundred  and  fifty  schools  in  Clearfield  county.  The 
superintendent  made  one  visit  averaging  one  half  hour  for  each 
school.  In  the  districts  where  they  have  supervising  principals  much 
help  is  rendered  to  teachers  in  the  monthly  teachers'  meetings. 
Since  that  part  of  the  School  Code  providing  assistant  county  super- 
intendents has  been  made  operative  we  feel  that  the  supervision  of 
schools  can  be  made  more  helpful  and  more  efficient.  More  con- 
structive work  will  be  done. 

During  the  year  we  have  worked  along  certain  definite  lines.  We 
made  an  effort  to  have  Nature  Study  taught  in  all  the  schools  of 
the  county  in  the  first  three  grades.  This  lays  the  basis  for 
geography  and  agriculture.  Many  districts  in  the  county  have  es- 
tablished agriculture  in  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades.  The  need 
for  better  reading  is  apparent  and  emphasis  has  been  placed  upon 
it  during  the  year.  A  survey  of  libraries  has  been  made  and  com- 
mendable efforts  on  the  part  of  some  teachers  were  made  to  increase 
existing  libraries,  as  well  as  to  start  new  ones.  The  seventh  and 
eighth  grade  work  has  been  stressed  and  the  way  pointed  to  the 
high  school.  The  teachers  are  also  familiarizing  themselves  with  the 
State  Course  of  Stud}r.  We  feel  that  we  have  laid  the  basis  for  some 
definite  work  during  the  coming  year  along  the  lines  for  improved 
school  grounds  and  buildings.  Many  districts  are  having  buildings 
repainted  and  improvements  are  being  made,  both  inside  and  out- 
side, which  will  add  very  materially  in  bringing  the  school  plant 
up  to  a  higher  standard.  Many  teachers  have  done  very  commend- 
able work  in  unifying  the  social  forces  of  the  community  for  better 
schools.  A  bulletin  will  be  issued  before  the  opening  of  the  schools 
on  the  improvement  of  school  grounds,  and  we  feel  that  with  the 
help  of  the  teachers  and  pupils,  as  well  as  parents,  the  work  which 
is. so  well  started  will  be  carried  forward  successfully. 

Besides  these  physical  improvements,  many  of  the  high  schools 
are  realizing  the  necessity  for  better  work  in  science.  During  the 
year  the  Cooper  township  high  school,  the  Beccaria  township  high 
school  and  several  others  have  increased  their  apparatus  for  doing- 
work  in  chemistry  and  physics.  Osceola  borough  is  providing  ap- 
paratus for  a  course  in  chemistry.  This  is  gratifying,  because  it 
adds  to  the  efficiency  of  our  high  schools. 

A  number  of  new  buildings  are  in  process  of  construction.  Clear- 
field borough  is  erecting  a  $1 00,000  high  school  building.  Curwens- 
ville  has  issued  bonds  for  a  $10,000  building.  Woodward  township 
has  voted  to  issue  bonds  for  |24,000  to  erect  a  ten-room  building. 
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This  means  partial  consolidation.  Geulich  township  is  erecting  a 
four-room  building,  and  in  another  township  a  movement  is  on  foot 
to  consolidate  their  schools. 

On  April  10th  the  eighth  grade  examination  was  held.  One 
hundred  and  fifty-four  graduated  from  the  ungraded  schools.  They 
received  diplomas  entitling  them  to  enter  any  high  school  in  the 
county.  A  large  number  of  these  will  enter  in  the  fall.  Three  hun- 
dred and  eighty-eight  were  admitted  to  the  high  school  from  the 
graded  schools.  The  attendance  is  growing  each  year.  One  hundred 
and  fifty  students  graduated  this  spring  from  the  various  high 
schools  in  the  county.  There  is  an  ever  increasing  high  school  spirit 
which  manifests  itself  in  increased  length  of  terms,  additional 
teachers,  as  well  as  in  equipment  for  doing  work  in  science. 

During  the  year  two  one-room  buildings  and  two  two-room  build- 
ings were  constructed. 

The  County  Institute  was  held  during  the  week  of  December 
14th.  Ninety-nine  per  cent,  of  the  teachers  attended.  The  day  in- 
structors were  Dr.  Arthur  Henry  Harrop,  of  Allegheny  College, 
Meadville,  Pa. ;  Chauncey  P.  Colgrove,  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa ;  Alfred  C. 
Thomson,  Brockport,  N.  Y.;  C.  G.  Prince,  New  York  City,  and  J.  W. 
Yoder,  Huntingdon,  Pa. 

The  night  entertainers  were  the  Collegians,  Montaville  Flowers, 
Hon.  A.  C.  Shallenberger  and  the  Duggan  Operatic  Company. 

Nine  local  institutes  were  held  in  different  parts  of  the  county. 
They  were  well  attended.  The  discussions  were  informal  and  a 
great  deal  of  benefit  was  derived  from  them.  These  meetings  are 
especially  helpful  to  the  inexperienced  teacher.  We  also  had  two 
high  school  conferences  during  the  year.  These  conferences  have 
been  very  helpful  and  stimulating. 

The  Directors'  Convention  was  held  during  the  week  of  the 
County  Institute.  Professor  Mairs,  of  State  College,  and  Dr. 
Thompson  addressed  the  convention  during  the  week. 

In  conclusion  I  thank  the  directors,  the  teachers,  the  press,  the 
members  of  the  State  Department  of  Public  Instruction  and  all 
others  for  their  co-operation  and  assistance. 


CLINTON  COUNTY— -Ira  N.  McCloskey. 


The  school  year  closed  has  witnessed  a   steady  advancement  in 
the  schools  of  our  county. 

Many  substantial  improvements  have  been  made  to  school  prop- 
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erties  by  the  work  of  carpenters  and  the  liberal  use  of  paint  and 
paper.  Several  rooms  have  been  refioored  and  reseated  with  mod- 
ern seats. 

In  two  districts  the  old  style  heating  plants  have  been  discarded 
and  modern  systems  of  heating  and  ventilating  installed. 

A  number  of  our  single- roomed  buildings  are  supplied  with  the 
Waterman-Waterbury  heating  stoves  that  render  excellent  service 
and  economy  in  floor  space,  as  they  are  placed  in  the  corner  of  the 
room. 

The  wood  stove  is  almost  a  thing  of  the  past  and  the  big  stove  in 
the  center  of  the  room  will  soon  give  way  to  the  asbestos  jacketed 
stove  placed  in  the  corner  of  the  room,  where  it  will  give  off  uniform 
temperature  throughout  the  room  and  permit  the  free  use  of  the 
center  of  the  building  for  seating  purposes. 

School  grounds  have  been  cleaned,  graded  and  planted  with  trees. 
Several  new  walks  have  been  put  down  and  the  sanitary  condition 
of  the  toilets  improved.  In  so  long  as  these  closets  are  remote  from 
the  school  building  and  accessible  to  the  public,  just  so  long  will  they 
continue  to  vex  and  annoy  school  officials. 

Closer  inspection  and  more  general  attention  must  be  given  them 
if  we  would  safeguard  the  health  and  morals  of  our  children. 

Flemington  borough  school  board  built  a  handsome  and  well 
appointed  two  storied  brick  building  containing  six  school  rooms, 
six  cloak  rooms,  book  room  and  library.  The  total  cost  of  the  build- 
ing including  steam  heating  plant  and  all  modern  equipments  was 
$16,000. 

The  building  was  dedicated  September  22nd  with  appropriate 
public  service  in  which  Dr.  M.  G-.  Brumbaugh  and  Hon.  Henry 
Houck  delivered  addresses  suitable  to  the  occasion.  The  building 
stands  as  a  credit  to  the  citizens  of  the  borough  and  to  its  archi- 
tects and  builders — Tidlow  Brothers  of  Flemington. 

Perhaps  the  greatest  educational  event  of  the  year  is  the  annual 
Teachers'  Institute  held  during  the  second  week  of  November. 
Every  teacher  of  the  county  was  present  this  year.  The  attendance 
on  the  part  of  citizens  of  the  city  and  county  taxes  the  seating  ca- 
pacity of  the  auditorium.  The  interest  thus  manifested  by  the  citi- 
zens is  a  compliment  to  the  teaching  profession. 

The  instructors  were  Dr.  J.  B.  Street,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. ;  Prof. 
Smith  Burnham,  of  West  Chester,  Pa.;  Prof.  James  G.  Pentz,  of  De- 
partment of  Public  Instruction;  Prof.  Charles  Lose,  principal  of 
Central  State  Normal,  and  Prof.  J.  W.  Yoder,  as  musical  director. 
Miss  Bich  presided  at  the  piano.  Evening  entertainers  were:  Col- 
legian Quartet,  Galbraith  Brothers,  Dr.  Thomas  Brooks  Fletcher 
and  Dr.  W.  B.  Forbush. 
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Local  institutes  were  held  at  Tylersville,  Loganton,  Avis,  Mill 
Hall,  Eenovo  and  Clintondale.  All  were  well  attended.  Friday 
evening  sessions,  in  which  the  older  members  of  the  schools  took 
prominent  parts,  preceded  each  of  the  meetings  held  on  Saturdays 
following  in  which  the  work  of  the  program  rested  largely  with 
the  teachers  and  parents. 

The  thirteenth  annual  meeting  of  the  County  Directors'  Associa- 
tion was  held  in  the  court  house  on  January  14,  1915.  One  hundred 
directors,  representing  every  district  of  the  county,  were  present. 
Professors  Pentz  and  Lose  were  the  chief  speakers  of  the  day.  The 
meeting  was  unusually  interesting  and  served  to  dissolve  many  per- 
plexing questions  of  school  administration. 

The  State  course  of  study  has  done  much  to  simplify  teaching.  A 
careful  study  of  its  outlines  will  increase  the  efficiency  of  the 
teacher. 

We  want  to  commend  the  good  work  of  our  high  schools.  Since 
all  third  grade  schools  have  incerased  the  number  of  years  in  the 
course  to  three  years,  much  better  work  can  be  accomplished.  There 
were  93  graduates  from  these  schools  this  year.  Most  of  them  will 
enter  the  normal  school. 

Through  school  entertainments  a  large  number  of  school  libraries 
were  replenished  and  many  other  useful  articles  were  secured  for 
individual  schools.  Several  new  flags  were  purchased.  Old  Glory 
has  alwajrs  had  a  prominent  place  in  the  schools  of  the  county. 

During  the  year  325  visits  were  made  to  the  schools  by  the  county 
superintendent  in  addition  to  special  visits  to  the  high  schools.  The 
teachers  of  our  county  deserve  special  mention  for  their  loyalty  to 
the  superintendent  and  their  hearty  co-operation  in  advancing  the 
educational  interests  of  the  county. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  members  of  the  normal  school  faculty  for 
assistance  given  in  the  local  institutes. 

As  the  years  go  by  the  directors  have  become  alive  to  the  responsi- 
bility associated  with  the  duties  of  their  office.  They  are  demanding 
better  facilities  for  education  and  greater  efficiency  in  the  teacher. 
In  many  districts  the  professionally  trained  teacher  is  preferred 
to  the  non-trained.  Directors  have  lived  down  public  criticism  and 
are  moving  with  more  freedom  in  the  execution  of  their  duties.  We 
have  found  directors  always  ready  to  cooperate  with  us  in  the  up- 
lift of  the  schools. 

The  parent-teacher  meetings  held  in  a  number  of  towns  of  the 
county  have  done  much  to  improve  conditions  in  the  schools  and 
bring  about  a  closer  relation  between  the  school  and  the  home. 

In  conclusion  I  want  to  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Instruction,  to  the  State  Board  and  the  local 
press  for  advice  and  help  rendered  throughout  the  year. 
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COLUMBIA  COUNTY— William  W.  Evans. 


Our  annual  County  Institute  was  pronounced  a  success  by  the 
teachers.  It  was  held  during  the  week  beginning  November  16. 
The  instructors  were:  Dr.  I).  J.  Waller,  Superintendent  R.  B. 
Teitrick,  Dr.  W.  G.  Chambers,  Dr.  L.  W.  Rapeer,  Superintendent 
I.  H.  Mauser  and  Prof.  Ted  R,  Griffith.  Three  full  half  days  were 
devoted  to  round  table  discussions  in  which  most  of  our  teachers 
participated.  This  plan  is  more  likely  to  produce  practical  results 
than  the  lecture  method  when  used  exclusively.  The  evening  course 
was  well  patronized.  The  photo  drama,  Victor  Hugo's  La  Miser- 
ables,  was  an  experiment  and  was  highly  appreciated.  Edwin  Whit- 
ney read  "The  Fortune  Hunter" ;  the  Appolo  Glee  Club  gave  the  con- 
cert and  the  course  closed  with  a  lecture  on  the  European  War  by 
Dr.  Henry  R.  Rose. 

The  directors  held  their  institute  session  on  Thursday  at  which 
time  the  best  feature  was  the  reports  of  directors  on  conditions  in 
their  districts.  When  properly  led,  directors  help  each  other  more 
through  this  means  than  in  any  other  way.  Discussions  resulting 
from  these  reports  have  done  much  to  raise  the  standard  of  teachers, 
improve  equipment  and  lead  directors  to  take  the  proper  attitude  to- 
ward their  work. 

The  regular  meeting  of  our  Directors'  Association  was  held  March 
14.  Prof.  R.  M.  McNeal  was  present  and  gave  two  very  practical 
addresses  which  were  highly  appreciated.  Superintendent  J.  M. 
Coughlin  was  present  and  delivered  two  inspiring  addresses.  Dr. 
D.  J.  Waller,  William  C.  Hosier,  J.  H.  Si  tier,  J.  C.  Brown,  A.  W. 
Eves  and  J.  W.  Bowman  each  made  practical  addresses. 

Our  county  teachers'  meetings  at  the  county  seat  are  held  the 
third  Saturday  of  each  month.  We  received  very  effective  assist- 
ance in  these  meetings  from  the  instructors  of  our  State  Normal 
School.  The  attendance  at  these  meetings  is  remarkable  and  the 
fraternal  and  professional  spirit  of  the  teachers  is  almost  ideal. 
Through  this  means  a  superintendent  is  able  to  work  out  his  great- 
est problems  and  bring  about  a  unity  of  purpose  and  desire  to  do 
efficient  work  such  as  no  other  means  provides. 

During  the  year  a  High  School  Teachers'  Association  was  or- 
ganized which  held  several  meetings  for  the  discussion  of  problems 
arising  in  our  high  schools. 

School  rallies  were  held  in  nearly  all  the  districts  of  the  county. 
These  meetings  are  increasing   in   interest  because  of  several  new 
features  which  have  been  added.     The  irapils'  district  speaking  con- 
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test,  the  exhibit  of  selected  seed  corn  and  best  apples  and  potatoes, 
together  with  hand  work  and  specimens  of  cooking  done  by  the 
pupils  are  all  well  calculated  to  put  life  and  interest  into  school 
work.  Dr.  Byron  W.  King  and  Dr.  C.  H.  Gordinier  assisted  me  in 
these  rallies  and  gave  the  evening  lecture  at  each  place. 

Our  county  speaking  contest  was  held  this  spring,  the  winners 
each  of  whom  received  a  gold  medal  from  Dr.  King  being,  first  and 
second  grades,  Bethia  Helwig,  Catawissa  township;  third  and  fourth 
grades,  Willard  Glodfelter,  Mifflin  township;  fifth  and  sixth  grades, 
Elizabeth  Kessler,  Benton  borough ;  seventh  and  eighth  grades, 
Mary  Gillaspy,  Greenwood  township;  high  school  grades,  Paul 
Baker,  Scott  township. 

Prof.  Humphrey  C.  Deibert  assisted  in  the  high  school  contest 
during  one  week.  The  first  half  of  the  evening's  program  at  each 
place  was  devoted  to  the  contest  after  which  Mr.  Deibert  gave  a 
very  excellent  series  of  readings.  This  combination  furnishes  an 
ideal  local  entertainment. 

There  is  a  marked  tendency  toward  the  retention  of  good  teachers 
in  the  county,  but  there  is  still  room  for  improvement  in  this  re- 
spect. In  too  many  of  our  schools  there  is  an  inexperienced  teacher 
almost  every  year  but  the  general  tendency  among  our  directors  is 
against  this  practice. 

We  regret  to  have  to  announce  that  as  usual  we  have  lost  many 
of  our  best  teachers  who  have  gone  elsewhere  because  of  the  induce- 
ment of  better  salaries.  Our  county  is  producing  more  than  its 
share  of  superior  teachers  in  other  places  and  at  the  same  time 
employing  more  inexperienced  teachers  than  it  should.  We  are 
hoping  for  the  time  when  our  people  will  realize  that  their  best 
teachers  are  worth  as  much  to  us  as  they  are  to  any  other  school 
board. 

The  school  house  at  Briar  Creek  was  enlarged  to  a  two-roomed 
building.  It  is  modern,  well  lighted,  comfortable  and  beautiful — a 
credit  to  the  directors.  Boards  as  a  rule  are  improving  their 
school  properties  as  they  feel  their  funds  will  allow.  In  many  in- 
stances triple  windows  are  being  put  into  old  buildings,  walls  are 
properly  tinted,  improved  heating  and  ventilating  systems  installed 
and  out  buildings  are  kept  clean.  There  are  still  many  places  how- 
ever where  the  importance  of  the  health  of  the  children  is  not  con- 
sidered to  such  an  extent  that  it  causes  any  noticeable  concern  on 
the  part  of  the  directors. 

Our  township  high  schools  have  become  very  popular  with  our 
country  people.  Already  the  graduates  of  these  schools  have  begun 
to  exert  an  influence  as  citizens  for  the  best  interests  of  their  town- 
ship. Nearly  all  the  pupils  who  complete  the  common  branches  en- 
ter their  high  schools  and  over  three-fourths  of  those  who  enter 
finish  the  course. 
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Our  directors  are  coming  to  realize  the  necessity  of  better  equip- 
ment in  these  schools.  Apparatus  for  science  work  has  been  pro- 
vided in  all  but  one  and  several  have  started  reference  libraries.  Mr. 
Dennison  did  some  good  work  for  us  in  getting  our  people  to  realize 
the  importance  of  better  equipment. 

Our  borough  schools  are  making  rapid  strides.  The  directors 
exercise  care  in  the  selection  of  best  teachers,  the  work  is  better 
organized  than  ever  before  and  the  teachers  co-operate  with  their 
principals  admirably.  The  commencements  in  our  boroughs  this 
year  were  remarkably  fine,  reflecting  great  credit  upon  those  in 
charge. 

Each  of  our  smaller  towns  and  the  townships  as  well  now  take 
just  as  much  interest  in  the  events  of  their  commencement  week 
as  do  the  people  in  the  larger  places.  The  audiences  on  these  oc- 
casions were  larger  this  year  than  ever  before,  showing  an  increased 
interest  in  education.  In  nearly  all  the  districts  a  well  attended 
alumni  banquet  is  held.  These  banquets,  in  some  unexplainable 
way,  have  a  wonderful  influence  for  bringing  about  a  spirit  of  co- 
operation and  interest  in  the  public  schools  that  can  be  secured 
through  no  other  means. 

On  behalf  of  all  our  people  I  desire  to  thank  the  members  of  the 
Department  for  their  kind  suggestions  and  valued  asistance;  we  also 
feel  very  grateful  to  the  public  press  which  has  so  loyally  helped  us 
in  the  cause  of  education. 


CRAWFORD  COUNTY— P.  D.  Blair. 


During  the  past  year,  with  few  exceptions,  there  has  been  grati- 
fying progress  in  our  schools.  The  sentiment  is  strong  for  better 
schools  and  something  is  actually  being  done  to  make  them  better. 

No  new  buildings  were  erected  during  the  year,  but  contracts 
have  been  made  for  the  construction  of  two  new  ones  before  school 
opens.  At  least  thirty-four  of  our  buildings  were  painted,  at  least 
fifty-six  rooms  were  papered,  calcimined,  or  refinished  in  some  other 
way,  and  several  were  remodeled.  New  furniture  was  placed  in 
twenty-eight  rooms,  and  thirty-four  new  fuel  or  other  outbuildings 
were  constructed.  Linesville  is  now  erecting  a  much  needed  addi- 
tion to  the  school  building,  and  Cochranton  is  making  extensive  in- 
terior improvements. 

Attendance  in  the  schools  during  the  year  was  uusually  good,  and 
a  very  large  number  of  the  schools  kept  their  percentage  of  at- 
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tendance  for  the  entire  year  above  95  per  cent.,  while  a  larger  num- 
ber of  boys  and  girls  than  ever  before  were  not  absent  or  tardy  dur- 
ing the  entire  year.  However,  the  attendance  record  in  several  dis- 
tricts was  spoiled  by  the  enforcement  of  the  vaccination  law.  Last 
fall  a  few  cases  of  smallpox  broke  out  in  a  town  across  the  line  in 
another  county,  and  one  case  appeared  in  this  county.  The  Health 
Department  soon  notified  the  school  boards  throughout  the  county  to 
require  vaccination  certificates  of  all  pupils.  In  several  districts 
where  this  was  done,  the  schools  were  nearly  broken  up  and  the 
year's  work  was  lost  for  many  pupils.  It  seems  unfortunate  that 
children  can  be  deprived  of  their  right  to  education  in  this  way. 

One  thing  that  attracted  considerable  attention  was  the  farm 
contests  held  among  the  boys  and  girls  of  the  county.  One  hundred 
and  seventy-six  dollars  and  eighty-eight  cents  was  contributed  by 
various  individuals  and  organizations,  and  was  distributed  among 
twenty-four  boys  and  girls  who  won  prizes  in  the  contests.  The 
exhibit  of  the  asters  and  squashes  was  held  in  the  court  house,  and 
the  report  of  the  judges  was  made  at  the  time  of  the  meeting  of  the 
High  School  Principals'  Association  on  October  10th.  The  round-up 
meeting  for  the  corn,  potato  and  chicken  contests  was  held  on 
Wednesday  afternoon,  during  the  County  Institute,  and  was  one 
of  the  most  popular  parts  of  the  week's  program.  Fully  eight  hun- 
dred people  crowded  into  the  court  room,  and  remained  until  five 
o'clock  for  the  program,  and  pledged  about  $125  for  next  year's  con- 
tests. This  amount  has  since  been  increased  to  over  $200.  This 
project  work  of  the  boys  and  girls,  while  it  requires  no  small  amount 
of  labor,  has  been  beneficial  in  results. 

Agriculture  High  School. 

As  mentioned  in  our  last  report,  the  Agricultural  Department  of 
the  Cambridge  Springs  high  school  was  established  in  September, 
1914,  in  accordance  with  the  vocational  education  law  of  1913.  The 
four  years'  course  of  study  is  open  to  any  person  over  fourteen 
years  of  age.  It  includes  wrork  in  poultry,  soils,  farm  bookkeeping, 
farm  shop  work,  forestry,  drawing,  dairying,  fertilizers,  fruit  rais- 
ing, vegetables,  ornamental  gardening,  forging,  rural  law  and  farm 
management. 

The  school  opened  with  an  enrollment  of  fifteen  students,  while 
the  work  of  the  course  was  not  confined  to  the  students  alone,  but 
was  so  arranged  that  the  farmers  were  able  to  take  advantage  of 
it.  During  January  and  February,  the  six  weeks'  short  course  was 
conducted  for  boys  who  were  either  too  old  to  attend  the  school,  or 
were  unable  to  attend  the  regular  course  because  of  duties  at  home. 
The  short  course  proved  to  be  very  popular  and  much  good  was 
derived  from  the  course  by  the  boys  enrolled  in  it.     The  farmers' 
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night  school  was  conducted  during  January  and  February.  Meet- 
ings were  held  once  a  week  for  six  weeks.  The  subjects  discussed 
were  lime,  manures,  alfalfa,  corn  improvement,  fertilizers,  insects 
and  insecticides.  The  average  attendance  was  ninety-eight,  total 
attendance  five  hundred  eighty-eight.  The  farmers'  institute  was 
held  January  19  and  20.  Speakers  from  State  College  were  present 
and  discussed  the  following  topics:  Dairying,  herd  improvement, 
feeds  and  feeding,  hog  cholera,  tuberculosis,  and  Cow  Testing  Asso- 
ciations. The  total  attendance  was  four  hundred  and  fifty.  This 
extension  work  has  already  shown  decided  results,  and  has  been  the 
means  of  arousing  considerable  interest  in  the  school.  The  boys  en- 
rolled in  the  regular  course  are  compelled  to  carry  on  project  work 
on  their  home  farms  during  the  summer  months.  This  project  work 
consists  of  raising  corn,  poultry,  forage  crops,  or  other  work  which 
has  the  approval  of  the  department.  The  boys  enrolled  in  the  course 
at  present  are  raising  corn,  potatoes,  and  vegetables  for  their  pro- 
jects. The  outlook  for  next  year  is  very  bright.  It  is  hoped  that  a 
larger  number  of  boys  will  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  of- 
fered in  this  course,  and  that  the  result  will  be  better  and  more  in- 
telligent farming. 

Among  our  teachers  for  the  year,  there  were  twenty  college  gradu- 
ates, ten  holding  permanent  college  certificates,  and  ten  holding  pro- 
visional college  certificates.  There  are  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  normal  school  graduates,  and  one  hundred  and  sixteen  teach 
ers  holding  County  or  State  permanent  or  professional  certificates, 
while  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  held  only  provisional  certificates. 
Fifty-nine,  or  about  one-seventh,  had  not  had  previous  experience 
teaching  in  public  schools. 

Seven  examinations  for  teachers'  certificates  were  held  at  con- 
venient points  in  the  county  outside  of  Meadville,  and  two  in  Mead- 
ville.  Three  hundred  and  seven  candidates  took  these  examinations. 
One  hundred  and  sixty-four  provisional  and  twenty-six  professional 
certificates  were  granted. 

Our  State  course  of  study  was  followed  more  generally  and  care- 
fully during  the  past  year,  and  as  usual  two  examinations  based  on 
it  were  held  in  all  of  the  schools  and  reported  to  this  office.  Fifty- 
six  eighth-grade  pupils  took  the  final  eighth  grade  examinations  on 
April  4  or  May  9.  Three  hundred  and  eighty-three  were  granted 
eighth  grade  certificates,  a  large  portion  of  whom  will  enter  high 
school  this  fall. 

One  more  of  our  high  schools  made  the  first  grade  classification 
and  undoubtedly  another  will  be  able  to  meet  the  requirements  this 
year.  This  will  give  us  four  of  the  first  grade,  seven  of  the  second 
grade  and  twelve  of  the  third  grade,  while  three  other  schools  do 
high  school  work  of  the  ninth  and  tenth   grades.     Dr.  Thomas  S. 
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March  made  the  annual  inspection  of  each  one  of  the  recognized 
high  schools  as  usual.  The  superintendent  made  four  hundred  and 
six  visits  in  the  schools,  and  in  so  doing  traveled  over  three  thou- 
sand miles. 

The  sixty-fourth  annual  County  Institute  was  held  in  Meadville, 
during  the  week  of  December  28.  The  usual  strong  program  was 
carried  out  with  Dr.  Reuben  Tost  Halleck,  Dr.  Jonathan  Rigdon, 
and  Prof.  Thomas  L.  Gibson,  as  the  regular  instructors  for  the 
week,  while  several  lectures  were  given  by  Dr.  C.  F.  Ross,  of  Alle- 
gheny College,  Superintendent  C.  C.  Green,  of  Beaver  Falls,  and 
Prof.  D.  W.  Hoff,  of  the  Meadville  Commercial  College. 

A  strong  meeting  of  the  County  Directors'  Association  was  held 
on  Thursday  of  the  institute  week,  and  was  addressed  by  Drs.  Hal- 
leck  and  Rigdon,  and  Superintendents  Green  and  Mathewson.  The 
directors  in  their  resolutions  took  a  decidedly  advanced  stand  in  re- 
gard to  several  phases  of  public  school  education. 

The  meeting  of  the  High  School  Principals'  Association  was  held 
on  Wednesday  of  the  institute  week  and  two  other  profitable  meet- 
ings were  held  during  the  year.  The  institute  exhibit  was  furnished 
largely  by  the  Cambridge  Springs,  Spartansburg,  Cochranton,  and 
Blooming  Valley  Schools.  It  was  a  complete  Patrons'  Day  exhibit. 
In  the  extent  and  quality  of  the  work,  it  was  very  suggestive.  Very 
helpful  teachers'  progress  meetings  were  held  in  various  sections 
of  the  county  on  January  30  and  February  27.  Patrons'  Day  was 
very  generally  observed  in  the  schools  throughout  the  county  on 
February  19  or  some  more  convenient  date,  and  the  results  were 
helpful. 

There  is  much  room  for  improvement  in  our  schools,  but  a  good 
start  is  being  made  and  the  sentiment  for  better  schools  and  bet- 
ter school  conditions  has  received  new  impetus.  We  are  grateful 
to  all  who  have  assisted  in  the  work,  and  are  contributing  to  the 
improvement  of  the  schools. 

Several  events,  not  directly  in  line  with  our  work,  yet  notable 
in  an  educational  way  have  taken  place  in  this  territory  recently. 

State  Board  of  Agriculture  Meets. 

The  State  Board  of  Agriculture  held  its  June  meeting  at  Exposi- 
tion Park. 

Meadville  Theological   School. 

The  Meadville  Theological  School  does  a  valuable  educational 
work,  in  having  here  for  lectures  many  of  the  most  prominent 
speakers  of  national  reputation  for  convocation  week,  for  the  sum- 
mer school  for  Sunday  school  instructors,  and  for  the  Social  Ser- 
vice Institute  during  the  summer. 
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Allegheny  College  Centennial. 

The  Centennial  Anniversary  of  Allegheny  College  was  observed 
in  an  extensive,  yet  elaborate  manner  from  June  19  to  24.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  commencement,  Alumni  and  University  exercises  there 
were  given  three  presentations  of  tbe  great  historical  pageant  of 
the  college  which  was  written  and  presented  under  the  direction  of 
Prof.  George  Pierce  Baker,  professor  of  dramatics  and  literature  of 
Harvard  University.  There  was  also  a  missionary  conference  ad- 
dressed by  leading  bishops  and  alumni  missionaries,  and  five  ses- 
sions of  the  Conference  on  the  American  College,  which  was  at- 
tended  and  addressed  by  presidents  or  other  representatives  from 
the  leading  American  and  European  Colleges.  State  Superintend 
ent,  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  presided  at  one  of  the  conferences  and 
represented  Governor  Martin  G.  Brumbaugh  in  a  notable  address 
at  the  anniversary  exercises. 


CUMBERLAND   COUNTY— J.  Kelso  Green. 


I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  educational  activities  during  the 
year  were  productive  of  good  results.  A  spirit  of  interest,  earnest 
endeavor,  and  hearty  co-operation  has  characterized  the  work,  and 
I  have  reason  to  believe  that  progress  has  been  made  in  the  direction 
of  greater  efficiency. 

The  service  that  the  superintendent  gives  to  the  individual  schools 
under  his  jurisdiction  must  be  given  largely  through  the  medium 
of  the  teacher,  hence  much  time  and  effort  have  been  given  to  the 
improvement  and  effectiveness  of  the  teacher's  teaching  and  the 
general  management  of  the  school.  The  difficulty  of  obtaining  and 
holding  experienced  teachers  continues.  The  number  of  young  men 
desiring  to  enter  the  teaching  profession  is  decreasing  year  after 
year.  It  seems  that  the  present  salaries  are  inadequate  to  attract 
those  of  strong  personality  and  superior  ability;  this  condition  will 
continue  until  salaries  are  increased  and  properly  graded.  Our 
greatest  need  in  building  an  efficient  system  of  schools  is  larger 
salaries  in  order  that  we  may  have  better  teachers,  eliminate  the 
misfits  and  the  dead  wood,  and  create  a  greater  demand  in  every 
community  for  more  earnest  and  effective  teaching.  With  the  end 
in  view  that  the  teachers  might  be  inspired  to  greater  effort  and 
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might  meet  more  successfully  the  problems  of  the  school  room,  many 
meetings  of  teachers  in  the  form  of  institutes  were  held.  The  an- 
nual fall  institute  was  held  in  Carlisle,  Pa.,  Saturday,  August  22, 
1914.  Dr.  W.  A.  Hutchison,  Prof.  R.  M.  McNeal,  and  Dr.  Ezra  Leh- 
man gave  helpful  instruction.  We  had  a  good  attendance  of  teach- 
ers. The  local  institutes  and  sub-local  institutes  were  well  attended 
by  teachers,  directors,  and  patrons  and  the  discussions  of  school 
problems  were  practical  and  exceedingly  helpful  to  all  in  attend- 
ance. These  meetings  have  developed  our  teachers  in  many  ways. 
Their  discussions  give  evidence  of  extended  professional  reading, 
of  thoughtful  and  intelligent  consideration  of  their  school  room  dif- 
ficulties, and  of  professional  growth  and  ability.  Tn  many  districts 
the  teachers  have  formed  organizations  and  meet  regularly  for  pro- 
fessional study.  The  books  selected  annually  by  a  county  commit- 
tee of  teachers  are  usually  used  for  this  purpose.  We  hope  to  bring 
about  such  organizations  in  all  districts  as  soon  as  possible.  The 
County  Institute  was  held  in  Carlisle  the  week  beginning  November 
30,  1914.  Our  instructors  did  excellent  work,  thus  making  it  a 
very  successful  institute.  The  annual  meeting  of  fhe  County  School 
Directors'  Association  was  held  in  the  Cumberland  Valley  State 
Normal  School,  February  11,  1915.  The  directors  were  the  guests 
of  the  school  and  were  delightfully  entertained  by  Dr.  Lehman  and 
his  assistants.  It  was  a  very  inspiring  meeting.  Superintendent  H. 
H.  Baish,  of  Altoona,  an  alumnus  of  the  school,  gave  two  very  help- 
ful addresses. 

No  special  activities  not  already  established  were  initiated  during 
the  year.  Consolidation  of  schools,  salaries,  and  enforcement  of 
the  compulsory  attendance  law  were  subjects  of  discussion  at  many 
of  our  meetings.  Much  is  being  done  in  a  general  way  toward  im- 
provement along  these  lines.  School  directors  seem  to  be  awake  to 
these  problems  and  are  working  them  out  in  a  manner  satisfactory 
under  the  prevailing  conditions.  A  number  of  small  schools  have 
been  consolidated,  sanitary  conditions  improved,  and  attendance 
enforced.  Over  thirteen  hundred  pupils  were  present  at  school  every 
day  during  the  term;  this  gives  evidence  of  interest  and  at  least 
fairly  satisfactory  conditions. 

Our  one-room  school  buildings,  although  not  modern  in  appear- 
ance and  plan,  are  substantial.  All  are  built  of  brick  or  stone  with 
very  few  exceptions.  Many  of  them  are  provided  with  a  heating  and 
ventilating  system.  On  account  of  the  decreasing  number  of  pupils 
in  many  of  the  schools  and  the  substantial  condition  of  the  build- 
ings, it  will  be  many  years  before  the  modern  type  of  one-room 
buildings  will  be  substituted  for  the  present  buildings.  No  new 
buildings  were  erected,  but  plans  are  being  considered  for  a  new 
one-room  building  in  Middlesex  township,  and  additions  are  planned 
for  the  Newville  and  Camp  Hill  high  school  buildings. 
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Our  plans  for  the  future  have  for  their  purposes  the  continued 
improvement  of  our  teaching  force  and  making  the  country  school 
serve  its  mission  in  the  largest  measure.  With  the  aid  ot  an  as- 
sistant superintendent  and  the  co-operation  of  all  factors  and  agen- 
cies, we  hope  that  greater  things  may  be  accomplished  for  the 
schools  during  the  year  we  are  just  entering. 


DAUPHIN  COUNTY— F.  E.  Shambaugh. 


A  retrospect  of  the  .work  of  our  schools  is  not  on  the  whole,  frankly 
speaking,  as  satisfactory  as  we  might  wish,  more  especially  in  the 
rural  districts.  This  county  has  been  fortunate  in  having  a  corps 
of  supervising  principals  who  have  brought  the  schools  under  their 
charge  up  to  a  high  standard,  so  that  we  have  been  able  to  devote 
our  time  principally  to  the  rural  schools. 

It  was  very  evident  that  it  would  be  necessary,  first  of  all,  to  es- 
tablish a  good  school  sentiment  and  a  proper  conception  of  the 
function  of  the  school.  This  we  were  able  to  do  through  the  medium 
of  parent-teacher  meetings  where  free  discussion  was  encouraged. 
The  result  was  a  new  viewpoint  on  the  part  of  many  of  the  patrons 
and  directors,  as  well  as  the  teachers.  Whereas  the  position  of 
teacher  had  formerly  been  largely  regarded  a»s  a  sinecure  for  young 
men  and  women  who  had  nothing  further  to  recommend  them  than 
personal  influence,  in  most  communities  where  school  ideals  were 
not  very  high,  we  have  been  fortunate  enough  to  arouse  the  senti- 
ment of  the  people  at  large  to  the  importance  of  having  the  best 
teachers  available,  regardless  of  family  connections  or  influence. 
The  problem  now  is  to  secure  teachers  who  have  the  requisite  spe- 
cial training.  Most  of  the  rural  teachers  do  not  realize  the  tre- 
mendous responsibilities  resting  upon  them. 

During  this,  the  first  year  of  county  superintendent,  the  best 
that  we  could  hope  to  do  was  to  remedy  the  worst  conditions,  and 
become  thoroughly  acquainted  with  needs  of  the  varied  community 
life  from  the  mining  and  manufacturing  interests  of  the  upper  end 
of  the  county  to  the  more  purely  agricultural  sections  of  the  lower 
end.  We  are  planning  a  map  that  shall  show  the  topography  of 
the  county,  with  the  various  industries,  roads,  and  the  location  of 
the  school  houses  and  the  school  population.  In  this  manner  we 
shall  be  able  to  get  a  clear  perspective  of  our  problem. 
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The  next  step  will  be  the  organization  of  the  work  of  the  schools 
so  that  they  shall  function  as  closely  as  possible  in  the  life  of  the 
community  in  which  they  are  located.  We  apprehend,  of  course, 
that  the  matter  of  procuring  teachers  who  can  carry  out  a  program 
of  this  character  will  be  rather  difficult.  To  overcome  this  as  far 
as  possible,  tentative  plans  have  been  made  for  conducting  a  train- 
ing school  for  rural  teachers,  during  the  summer,  in  which  the 
major  portion  of  the  time  will  be  devoted  to  methods,  management, 
and  organization  of  rural  schools,  and  rural  sociology.  The  plans 
include  a  model  school  in  charge  of  two  expert  teachers. 

Another  weakness  in  the  schools  is  the  lack  of  the  professional  at- 
titude on  the  part  of  the  teachers.  It  is  an  unfortunate  fact  that 
so  many  teachers  view  their  work,  purely  as  a  commercial  proposi- 
tion. There  are  not  a  few  who  deem  it  a  hardship  to  be  compelled 
to  invest  a  dollar  or  two  each  year  for  professional  books  in  teach- 
ing. To  inspire  the  teachers  of  this  type  we  have  borrowed  on 
idea  from  that  great  temperance  force,  "The  Flying  Squadron," 
and  a  similar  organization  is  being  formed  to  go  over  the  entire 
county  to  preach  the  gospel  of  better  schools,  and  to  inspire  the 
teachers  with  a  sense  of  the  nobility  of  service,  and  to  give  them  a 
broader  outlook  of  the  great  field  in  which  they  are  laboring. 

In  very  few  of  the  rural  schools  visited  did  the  teachers  have 
even  a  slight  understanding  of  the  proper  grading  and  organization 
of  their  schools.  The  result  was  a  most  lamentable  waste  of  time  on 
the  part  of  the  pupils  through  not  being  placed  so  as  to  work  to 
the  best  advantage,  and  through  the  use  of  material  not  adapted  to 
their  needs.  Although  every  teacher  had  been  provided  with  a 
copy  of  the  excellent  State  Course  of  Study  in  many  cases  it  was 
resurrected  from  some  obscure  corner  of  the  desk  drawer  upon 
the  request  of  the  superintendent  to  produce  it.  An  outline  for 
the  study  of  the  State  Course  and  School  Code,  as  well  as  the  pro- 
fessional books  on  the  reading  course,  is  being  prepared  by  the 
superintendent  and  his  assistant,  this  outline  to  be  used  as  a  guide 
for  the  monthly  teachers'  meetings. 

Under  the  subject  of  special  activities  it  gives  us  pleasure  to  re- 
port on  the  wider  interest  taken  in  the  schools  as  evidenced  by  the 
number  of  parent-teacher  meetings  held  during  the  year.  In  at 
least  twenty  districts  there  were  interesting  meetings  held,  in 
most  cases  with  a  large  attendance.  One  principal  reported  a  meet- 
ing of  this  character  at  which  upwards  of  nine  hundred  persons 
were  in  attendance.  It  was  our  privilege  to  attend  about  twenty- 
five  of  these  meetings,  most  of  them  being  in  the  rural  districts.  It 
was  quite  the  usual  thing  to  find  upon  our  arrival  at  the  rural 
schools  where  they  were  held,  anywhere  from  one  hundred  to  one 
hundred  fifty  persons  present.    Washington  township  had  one  meet- 
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ing  at  each  of  the  nine  schools  in  the  district.  December  4th, 
which  had  been  designated  by  the  superintendent  as  Patrons'  Day 
was  observed  in  many  of  the  schools.  In  Wiconisco  township  the 
classes  were  conducted  as  usual,  the  patrons  being  free  to  come  and 
go  at  will.  Over  five  hundred  patrons  took  advantage  of  the  op- 
portunity to  see  the  schools  at  work,  the  points  of  greatest  interest 
being  the  sewing  and  cooking  classes  in  the  high  school.  We  might 
add,  by  the  way,  that  every  girl  in  the  senior  class  made  the  dress 
in  which  she  graduated. 

Corn  and  potato  growing  contests  were  started  this  year,  thirty- 
eight  boys  being  entered.  Prizes  were  offered  as  follows:  By  the 
Harrisburg  Telegraph,  a  trip  to  State  College  during  Farmers' 
Week  with  all  expenses  paid;  by  the  Harrisburg  Star-Independent, 
$20  in  gold,  and  by  the  Harrisburg  Patriot,  an  equivalent  prize. 
Many  of  the  teachers  failed  to  take  the  proper  interest  in  these  con- 
tests with  the  result  that  the  number  of  entrants  was  smaller  than 
we  had  hoped  it  would  be. 

In  addition  to  these  contests,  as  a  means  of  making  the  school 
project  into  the  home,  a  number  of  districts  will  give  school  credit 
for  home  work.  We  are  very  hopeful  that  this  will  only  draw  the 
home  and  school  closer  together,  but  that  boys  and  girls  will  be 
inspired  to  new  and  better  ideals  of  life. 

Vocational  schools  were  organized  at  Williamstown,  Wiconisco, 
and  Lykens.  Most  of  the  courses  elected  were  along  the  line  of 
practical  mining.  After  the  merely  curious  had  dropped  out  the 
classes  settled  down  to  hard  work,  and,  if  the  speeches  made  by 
the  men  of  the  classes  on  the  last  night  of  the  course  are  in  index, 
the  schools  were  a  decided  success. 

The  consolidation  of  schools  is  proceeding  rather  slowly,  for  the 
reason,  probably,  of  an  inherited  prejudice  to  anything  new.  By 
next  year  complete  consolidation  will  probably  be  effected  in  Wil- 
liams township  and  Derry  township. 

The  new  buildings  at  Hershey  and  Halifax  were  dedicated  soon 
after  the  opening  of  the  schools  in  the  fall.  Lykens  is  erecting  a 
modern  building  in  which  the  needs  of  the  rapidly  growing  high 
school  will  be  most  amply  and  comfortably  met.  Highspire  is  mak- 
ing improvements  to  the  building;  Wiconisco  is  installing  a  heat- 
ing and  ventilating  system  in  two  buildings.  Williamstown  put  in 
a  splendid  heating  system  in  the  high  school  building.  Millersburg 
now  has  a  commodious  and  well  equipped  high  school  building  with 
all  the  possible  conveniences  for  the  comfort  of  the  pupils.  We  are 
glad  to  note  these  evidences  of  progressiveness. 

Millersburg  and  Hershey  have  established  commercial  courses 
the  past  year  which  are  bound  to  be  popular  as  well  as  profitable. 
There  were  315  teachers  in  the  county.    A  resume  of  reports  received 
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from  most  of  these  show  that  there  were  over  12,000  visitors  in  the 
schools  during  the  past  year.  Sixty  teachers  are  attending  summer 
schools,  some  of  the  institutions  represented  being  Columbia  Uni- 
versity, University  of  Pennsylvania,  University  of  New  York,  Penn- 
sylvania State  College. 

In  our  official  capacity  we  have  made  450  visits,  and  taken  part 
in  the  program  at  30  parent-teacher  meetings,  local  institutes,  etc. 

Our  thanks  are  due  the  newspapers  for  their  support  of  the  vari- 
ous measures  inaugurated  for  the  improvement  of  the  schools,  and 
to  the  members  of  the  State  Department  for  their  courtesy  and  kind- 
ness. 


DELAWARE  COUNTY— A.  G.  C.  Smith. 


By  reason  of  illness  I  was  unable  to  make  visitations  to  the 
schools  of  the  county  during  the  months  of  December,  January  and 
February.  I,  however,  visited  all  of  the  schools  once  and  over  one- 
half  of  them  the  second  time.  The  teachers  were  enthusiastic  in  giv- 
ing instruction  and  the  directors  have  seen  that  they  were  provided 
with  supplies  necessary  to  good  work.  A  large  percentage  of  our 
teachers  annually  attend  summer  schools  showing  their  zeal  in  their 
work. 

Increase  in  population  requires  increase  in  school  facilities  and 
the  following  districts  employed  one  additional  teacher;  Clifton 
Heights,  Colwyn,  Eddystone,  Marcus  Hook,  Media,  Tinicum  and 
Upland.  Darby  township  and  Lansdowne  each  employed  two  addi- 
tional teachers,  Ridley  township,  three,  and  Upper  Darby  six. 

The  School  Board  of  Nether  Providence  closed  the  Pleasant  Hill 
school  and  the  children  were  sent  to  the  Wallingford  school.  The 
School  Board  of  the  independent  district  of  Ridley  Falls  sent  their 
children  to  the  schools  of  Chester  township  and  Nether  Providence 
from  which  districts  the  independent  district  was  created. 

The  directors  of  Ridley  township  secured  possession  of  a  prop- 
erty adjoining  the  Leiperville  public  school  and  opened  an  addi- 
tional primary  school  in  the  frame  house  on  the  property. 

The  townships  of  Marple  and  Newtown  erected  a  joint  high  school 
building  containing  an  auditorium  and  suitable  class  rooms  for  a 
four-year  high  school.  'It  is  well  adapted  for  the  needs  of  the  school 
and  opened  with  a  good  attendance.  It  is  built  of  brick  and  cen- 
trally located  to  accommodate  the  pupils  of  both  districts. 
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The  School  Board  of  Eddystone  is  building  a  fine  school  house  to 
take  the  place  of  the  old  one  which  failed  to  meet  the  needs  of  the 
borough.  The  directors  were  obliged  to  rent  a  room  outside  to 
accommodate  the  children.  They  hope  to  occupy  it  at  the  opening 
of  the  next  school  term. 

The  Lansdowne  School  Board  has  completed  a  new  high  school 
building  to  accommodate  the  increased  attendance.  The  other  build- 
ing is  needed  for  the  pupils  of  the  grades  below  the  high  school.  The 
board  was  obliged  to  rent  rooms  for  four  grades  the  last  term. 
The  high  school  was  built  at  a  cost  of  $75,000.  The  building  is  fire- 
proof and  contains  six  school  rooms  with  lockers  and  store  rooms 
on  the  first  floor,  and  an  auditorium  which  will  seat  850  people  on 
the  next  floor.  The  auditorium  has  been  so  built  that  it  can  be 
changed  into  six  large  recitation  rooms  by  means  of  automatic  slid- 
ing doors  which  operate  individually  upon  a  separate  system  of  trol- 
leys and  so  easily  operated  that  a  child  can  move  them.  The  base- 
ment is.  91  by  45  feet  with  a  ceiling  14|  feet  in  the  clear.  It  is  fitted 
up  as  a  gymnasium  with  shower  baths,  locker  rooms,  team  rooms, 
physical  director's  room  and  apparatus  room.  The  building  is  dec- 
orated with  129  pictures  and  works  of  art. 

The  borough  now  has  a  school  plant  of  about  fifty  rooms  devoted 
to  the  various  activities  of  the  school  work. 

The  School  Board  of  Media  has  erected  a  large  stone  fire-proof 
building  to  accommodate  the  high  school  and  several  grades.  Its 
dimensions  are  145  feet  by  111  feet.  It  contains  twenty-four  school 
rooms,  an  auditorium  with  a  seating  capacity  of  about  700,  a  di- 
rector's room,  principal's  room,  retiring  rooms  for  both  male  and 
female  teachers,  medical  examiner's  room  and  the  halls  are  very 
wide  affording  easy  passage  for  pupils.  It  has  a  complete  heating 
and  ventilating  system,  heated  fresh  air  being  driven  into  the  build- 
ing by  electric  power.  There  are  spacious  athletic  grounds  at  the 
rear  of  the  building.  The  front  yard  is  studded  with  plants  and 
shrubbery.  The  cost  of  the  building  including  furniture  was  some- 
thing over  $100,000.  The  building  was  appropriately  dedicated  on 
the  evening  of  January  8,  1915.  Addresses  were  made  by  Dr.  Nathan 
C.  Schaeffer,  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction;  Judge 
Isaac  Johnson,  of  Media,  and  Dr.  Joseph  Swain,  president  of 
Swarthmore  College. 

All  of  the  high  schools  in  the  county  have  about  all  the  students 
they  can  accommodate  and  additional  provisions  will  have  to  be 
made  in  the  near  future.  More  eighth  grade  pupils  from  the  rural 
schools  of  the  county  are  seeking  admission  to  our  high  schools 
each  year. 

The  educational  committee  of  the  Delaware  County  Association 
of  Women's  Clubs  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  the  work  of  our 
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schools  during  the  year  and  held  several  meetings  at  which  their  in- 
terests were  discussed.  The  committee  held  one  in  Media  on  Mon- 
day evening,  April  19th,  which  was  addressed  by  Mr.  L.  H.  Dennis 
of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction.  The  subject  of  his  ad- 
dress was  "Consolidation  of  Rural  Schools,"  and  was  accompanied 
by  illustrations  of  what  was  being  done  elsewhere.  A  round  table 
discussion  followed.  A  banquet  was  provided  by  the  ladies,  for  the 
directors  of  the  county  present,  before  the  address. 

The  Home  and  School  Associations  of  the  county  are  quite  active 
in  behalf  of  the  schools,  many  of  them  aiding  in  securing  appropri- 
ate pictures  and  other  works  of  art  for  the  decoration  of  the  school 
rooms,  books  for  the  libraries  and  victrolas  to  aid  in  cultivating  a 
taste  for  choice  music.  A  league  of  these  associations  has  been 
formed  which  aids  materially  in  directing  the  activities  of  the  sev- 
eral associations. 

The  facts  recited  will  indicate  a  general  interest  in  the  schools 
of  the  county  and  a  desire  that  they  contribute  to  the  child's  needs 
for  a  useful  life. 


ELK   COUNTY— J.   W.   Sweeney. 


The  past  school  yea,r  was  marked  by  unusual  progress  along  all 
educational  lines  and  all  factors  co-operated  with  a  view  of  giving 
the  child  the  best  possible  opportunity  for  a  well-rounded  develop 
ment. 

Growing  Teachers. — The  teachers  of  Elk  county  are  thoroughly 
conscious  of  the  demands  of  the  times  and  are  earnestly  and  will- 
ingly advancing  in  scholarship,  in  higher  professional  methods  and 
principles  of  teaching  and  in  a  clearer  knowledge  of  the  developing 
child.  Few  of  our  teaching  force  are  resting  upon  the  present 
equipment  as  can  be  seen  from  the  fact  that  all  pursue  definite  read- 
ing courses,  gladly  avail  themselves  of  the  benefits  of  local  educa- 
tional meetings  and  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  present  teaching 
body  attended  professional  training  schools  during  a  part  of  the 
past  summer,  to  better  prepare  themselves  to  fill  the  important  po- 
sitions entrusted  to  them  by  the  public. 

Many  of  our  teachers  who  were  not  fortunate  enough  to  be  nor- 
mal or  college  graduates,  are  during  each  vacation,  putting  forth 
earnest  efforts  to  secure  permanent  State  certificates.  These  teach- 
ers are  being  encouraged  in  this  advancement  by  appreciative  school 
directors  who  advance  their  salaries  and  make  them  feel  secure  in 
their  positions. 


No.    7.  ELK    COUNTY.  77 

The  efficiency  of  the  school  depends  chiefly  upon  the  preparation 
of  the  teacher  and  we  feel  that  the  time  has  come  when  the  State 
should  bear  the  expense  of  teachers  who  attend  approved  summer 
schools,  to  gain  strength,  inspiration  and  insight  and  in  return  to 
give  richer  service  to  the  children  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Progressive  School  Directors. — Our  school  directors  never  took  a 
keener  nor  a  more  thoughtful  interest  in  their  duties  to  the  schools. 
Great  attention  was  given  to  improving  physical  conditions  not 
only  in  adding  to  the  child's  comforts  and  health  facilities  but  also 
in  making  the  surroundings  such  as  to  contribute  to  higher  ideals 
and  an  aesthetic  development. 

A  magnificent  new  modern  four-room  building  with  all  the  best  in 
ventilation  and  heating  and  sanitary  appliances  was  constructed  at 
James  City,  the  new  glass  manufacturing  town  in  Highland  town- 
ship. This  is  the  beginning  of  a  new  consolidated  centre  and  high 
school  which  will  mean  much  for  a  section  heretofore  depending 
upon  other  districts  for  the  high  school  education  of  the  children. 
A  modern  three-room  school  building  was  completed  at  Glen  Hazel, 
in  Jones  township.  A  splendid  two-room  brick  building  with  mod- 
ern systems  of  sanitation,  heating  and  ventilation  was  opened  in 
Ridgway  township  at  Daguscahonda.  A  modern  one-room  terra 
cotta  building  was  erected  at  a  remote  point  in  Fox  township.  The 
Central  building  in  St.  Marys  borough  was  extensively  overhauled 
and  supplied  with  a  new  improved  sanitary  system  which  means 
much  for  the  healthfulness  of  the  surroundings.  The  progressive 
borough  of  Johnsonburg  is  at  present  erecting  an  up-to-date  high 
school  building  which  will  cost  close  to  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars and  be  occupied  sometime  during  the  coming  school  year.  In 
addition  to  all  the  above  new  work,  many  of  the  old  buildings  in 
the  various  districts  have  been  improved  and  made  places  of  com- 
fort, convenience  and  beauty.  Much  attention  has  also  been  given 
to  beautifying  of  the  school  grounds  and  much  more  will  be  done 
in  this  line  during  the  next  school  year. 

The  directors  of  Elk  county  are  selected  from  among  the  most 
progressive  business  men  and  they  give  to  the  school  duties  the  same 
intelligent  thought  and  attention  given  to  their  personal  affairs. 

Gratifying  Attendance. — The  compulsory  attendance  laws  with 
very  few  exceptions,  were  well  enforced  and  but  for  few  epidemics 
of  short  duration  there  was  little  to  interfere  with  the  attendance 
of  the  children.  The  people  as  a  rule  are  anxious  to  have  the  chil- 
dren regularly  in  school  and  the  enforcement  of  this  formerly  dis- 
agreeable law,  has  caused  but  little  trouble. 

High  Schools  in  Favor. — The  high  school  continues  to  grow  in 
favor  with  all  classes  of  our  people  as  evidenced  by  the  fact  that 
yearly  a  greater  percentage  of  the  children  of  school  age  are  in  the 
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high  schools  and  larger  classes  are  annually  being  graduated  from 
these  schools.  There  is  a  growing  demand  for  the  teaching  of  vo- 
cational subjects  and  the  enrollment  in  the  commercial,  domestic 
science,  agricultural  and  manual  training  departments  is  a  gradual 
growth.  All  children  who  have  any  connection  with  farm  life,  are 
being  taught  agriculture  either  in  the  one-room  rural  schoo1 
in  the  consolidated  graded  schools  or  in  the  township  high  schools. 
During  the  past  year  a  corn  and  a  potato  contest  for  boys  of  school 
age  was  conducted  by  the  county  superintendent  and  great  interest 
was  developed  and  good  results  attained.  The  prize  products  shown 
at  the  annual  county  fair  brought  forth  much  favorable  comment. 
This  line  of  work  is  to  be  continued  and  with  the  help  of  the  assist- 
ant county  superintendent  more  time  and  thought,  can  be  given  it. 

Consolidation  Desirable. — Consolidation  of  the  rural  schools  con- 
tinues to  please  the  people  and  in  no  case  where  tried  are  the 
patrons  ready  to  go  back  to  the  old  haphazard,  unscientific  un- 
graded school.  They  recognize  that  the  consolidated  school  gives 
to  the  country  child  the  same  definite  graded  work  that  the  town 
school  offers.  The  courses  are  richer  in  content  and  more  prac- 
tical in  their  adaptation  to  the  life  of  the  child.  The  teaching  body 
is  more  efficient  and  as  a  result  the  child  receives  more  in  not  only 
quality  but  also  in  the  quantity  of  school  work  for  the  class  and 
study  periods  are  better  supervised  and  greater  time  is  given  to 
each  class  of  pupils.  The  sanitary  and  physical  conditions  are  far 
superior,  the  attendance  is  much  higher  and  the  rural  child  is  held 
in  school  to  a  more  advanced  age  thus  preparing  him  for  efficiency 
and  for  the  enjoyment  of  life  in  his  maturer  years.  The  cost  of 
equipment,  transportation  and  maintenance  is  of  course  appreciably 
higher  than  that  of  the  system  of  our  grandfathers  unfortunately 
still  too  much  in  use,  but  the  returns  are  so  incomparably  greater 
that  "thoughtful  business  men  consider  the  cost  small  as  compared 
with  the  results  attained. 

Closer  Supervision. — Our  people  still  look  with  favor  upon  local 
supervision  in  the  township  for  with  the  township  high  school  as 
the  center  and  educational  meetings  organized  by  the  district  super- 
visor great  interest  is  aroused  and  the  education  of  the  children 
becomes  the  central  interest  of  the  people.  With  the  aid  of  the 
assistant  county  superintendent  here  too  greater  efficiency  can  be 
experienced  for  the  county  superintendent  can  give  more  of  his  time 
to  meeting  and  speaking  with  the  patrons  in  these  centres  of  op- 
portunity. 

Educational  Meetings. — Educational  meetings  of  teachers,  direc- 
tors and  patrons  including  the  annual  Teachers'  Institute,  the  an- 
nual Directors'  Convention,  the  annual  commencements,  the  local 
teachers'  meetings  and  joint  district  institutes  were  more  popular 
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than  ever  before  owing  to  the  greater  efficiency  of  the  work  cov- 
ered, and  the  co-operation  of  supervisory  officers  of  boroughs  and 
townships,  of  the  best  class  room  teachers  and  of  the  general  public. 
The  County  Institute  was  of  high  quality  and  was  attended  by  all 
but  one  of  the  teachers  of  the  county,  and  this  one  was  detained  on 
account  of  serious  sickness  for  which  she  was  excused.  The  in- 
struction given  by  Dr.  Reuben  Post  Hallack,  Miss  May  Schreiber, 
Prof.  Charles  Lose,  Prof.  C.  C.  Crawford  and  Prof.  W.  A.  Wheeler 
was  practical,  helpful  and  full  of  inspiration.  The  Directors'  As- 
sociation was  attended  by  81  per  cent,  of  the  directors  of  the 
county,  all  of  whom  returned  to  their  districts  with  inspiration, 
guidance  and  helpful  information  from  the  practical  instruction 
given  them  by  Prof.  R.  N.  McNeal,  of  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction at  Harrisburg,  and  Prof.  J.  C.  Muerman,  specialist  in 
rural  education,  of  the  National  Bureau  of  Education,  at  Wash- 
ington. 

Public  Opinion. — Public  opinion  is  still  in  its  ascendency  in  Elk 
county  and  the  years  to  come  will  mean  much  for  progress  for  when 
all  is  said  the  leverage  that  regulates  all  other  developments,  is 
public  opinion. 

Conclusion. — In  concluding  we  desire  to  express  our  appreciation 
of  the  loyal  support  and  co-operation  of  the  supervisory  officers, 
the  teachers,  the  directors  and  the  patrons  and  the  children  of  the 
county.  We  wish  to  thank  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction 
for  the  inspiration  and  assistance  accorded  us  and  the  press  of  the 
county  and  vicinity  for  the  publicity  given  to  all  our  school  work 
and  for  the  encouragement  and  stimulation  which  was  so  generously 
extended  to  all  persons  engaged  with  us  in  the  work. 


ERIE  COUNTY— I.  H.  Russell. 


In  reviewing  the  events  of  another  school  year  in  Erie  county  I 
find  little  of  special  incident  to  record.  The  educational  spirit  that 
has  prevailed  is  encouraging  to  the  county  superintendent,  and  the 
splendid  co-operation  has  made  his  work  pleasant  and  we  trust  in 
a  degree  effective.  I  have  during  the  year  made  my  usual  number  of 
visits,  held  my  usual  number  of  examinations,  issued  my  usual 
number  of  teachers'  certificates  and  eighth  grade  diplomas,  made  my 
usual  number  of  commencement  and  public  addresses,  attended  the 
annual  State  Educational  Association,  and  performed  the  usual 
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routine  work  of  my  office.  In  making  three  hundred  eighty-five 
visits  to  schools  the  time  alloted  to  each  has  been  limited  but  in 
my  hasty  survey  I  have  found  much  to  commend. 

As  a  rule  I  find  the  school  buildings  in  good  repair,  well  painted 
on  the  outside,  walls  either  papered  or  painted  with  more  or  less 
of  decorations  and  in  a  generally  tidy  condition.  Two  new  one- 
room  school  buildings  and  two  substantial  additions  to  high  school 
buildings  are  at  present  in  process  of  construction  and  will  be  ready 
for  occupancy  when  schools  open  upon  September  7.  The  spirit 
of  improvement  in  many  districts  has  necessitated  an  increase  in 
the  tax  levy  which  is  another  encouraging  sign  of  the  times. 

Several  districts  during  the  past  year  have  lengthened  the  school 
term  from  seven  to  eight  months  and  others  are  to  be  lengthened 
during  the  coming  year.  Our  teachers  are  following  the  State 
course  of  study,  and  the  result  of  the  eighth  grade  examinations 
have  demonstrated  that  anything  short  of  an  eight  months'  term 
is  inadequate.  1  have  discovered  that  less  than  one-third  of  the 
candidates  from  seven  month  districts  are  able  to  pass  their  eighth 
grade  upon  the  first  trial,  in  eight  month  districts  two-thirds  make 
good  and  in  boroughs  where  the  term  is  nine  months  it  is  quite  the 
exception  for  a  pupil  of  normal  ability  to  fail. 

Directors  and  patrons  alike  are  demanding  more  efficient  teach- 
ers and  my  greatest  anxiety  is  to  meet  this  growing  demand.  T 
have  reduced  the  provisional  certificates  issued  by  fully  one-half 
and  am  anxiously  awaiting  the  time  when  we  shall  have  enough 
normal  trained  teachers  to  fill  all  the  schools  in  the  county.  Here 
also  is  a  situation  confronting  our  State  Normal  Schools  which 
should  receive  their  consideration.  Fully  seventy-five  per  cent,  of 
the  time  of  their  curriculum  is  devoted  to  academic  subjects  and 
apparently  ninety  per  cent,  of  their  products  are  employed  in  rural 
schools  or  grade  positions.  A  more  exhaustive  and  thorough  train- 
ing in  the  common  branches  is  the  crying  need  of  these  institutions, 
and  with  such  training  our  rural  schools  might  soon  be  supplied 
with  teachers  who  could  really  teach. 

I  have  found  a  better  per  cent,  of  attendance  than  in  previous 
years.  I  have  made  this  a  matter  of  personal  concern  and  while 
the  annual  reports  of  school  directors  concerning  the  enforcement 
of  the  compulsory  attendance  law  shows  an  apparent  neglect  upon 
their  part,  I  find  that  much  has  really  been  accomplished  by  per- 
sonal visits  and  the  sending  out  of  printed  notices  to  parents.  A 
few  fines  have  been  imposed  which  have  had  a  salutary  effect,  and 
withal  I  am  convinced  that  no  funds  of  a  district  are  so  well  ex- 
pended as  the  small  amount  required  to  enforce  this  important  law. 
We  shall  continue  to  give  this  matter  our  personal  and  persistent 
attention. 


No.   7.  FAYETTE   COUNTY.  81 

The  agricultural  department  of  the  Waterford  high  school  was 
placed  upon  a  substantial  and  practical  basis  two  years  ago,  and 
under  the  efficient  management  of  R.  W.  Heim,  the  local  instructor, 
and  the  thorough  supervision  of  L.  H.  Dennis,  of  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  Vocational  Training  we  have  an  institution  of  which  we  are 
justly  proud.  The  young  people  of  Waterford  and  vicinity  are 
availing  themselves  of  a  training  that  really  fits  for  service  upon  the 
farm.  We  bespeak  for  this  institution  a  brilliant  and  beneficent 
career. 

Upon  July  10,  my  appointment  of  E.  R.  Hadlock  to  the  office  of 
assistant  county  superintendent  was  confirmed  by  the  executive 
committee  of  the  Erie  County  School  Directors'  Association.  Mr. 
Hadlock  is  a  man  of  some  fifteen  years  of  experience  in  grade  work. 
He  has  had  the  advantage  of  a  normal  school  training,  is  an  expert 
penman  and  an  all-around  progressive  school  man.  With  this  in- 
crease in  supervision  I  am  confident  that  we  shall  greatly  advance 
the  efficiency  of  the  schools  and  teachers  of  the  county. 

Pledging  myself  to  this  high  aim  and  with  an  expression  of 
gratitude  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  manifold 
courtesies  received  during  the  year  just  ended,  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  this  my  seventh  annual  report. 


FAYETTE   COUNTY— John    S.   Carroll. 


No  great  changes  have  been  brought  about  in  the  schools  of  the 
county  during  the  year  which  has  just  ended,  but  the  work  done 
has  been  very  gratifying  to  all  who  have  been  engaged  therein.  The 
general  health  of  teachers  and  pupils  was  excellent.  But  few  cases 
of  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria  were  reported  and  not  one  case  of 
the  dreaded  smallpox  was  heard  of.  During  the  year,  perhaps  a 
dozen  schools  were  closed  for  only  a  short  period  of  time.  This 
condition  of  general  health  contributed  much  to  the  success  of  the 
schools. 

New  Buildings. 

Single  room  houses  were  built  in  South  Brownsville,  Lower  Tyrone, 
Henry  Clay  and  in  Menallen.  In  Nicholson,  Menallen  and  Springhill 
two  room  houses  were  built.  North  Union  Township  erected  a  modern 
four-room  house  at  Thaw,  furnished  it  well,  and  improved  the  grounds. 
The  ten-room  building  at  Lemont  built  by  North  Union  Township,  is 
the  finest  public  school  building  for  grades  below  the  high  school  that 
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has  ever  been  built  in  the  rural  districts  of  the  county.  Its  systems  of 
heating,  ventilating,  lighting,  etc.,  are  the  very  best  that  could  be  in- 
stalled. Recently  the  grounds  have  been  fenced,  graded  and  otherwise 
improved.  It  is  certainly  one  of  the  best  rural  school  plants  in  the 
State. 

During  the  year  Upper  Tyrone  Township  abandoned  three  single- 
room  schools  and  built  instead  an  excellent  four-room  brick  building 
at  King  View,  with  a  modern  system  of  heating  and  ventilation.  It  is 
the  best  school  property  in  that  part  of  the  county. 

More  than  one  year  ago,  the  school  building  in  New  Salem  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire.  Within  the  next  few  weeks  will  be  completed  in  that 
district  an  excellent  ten-room  building,  modern  in  every  respect,  and 
beautifully  situated.  With  a  heavy  debt  hanging  over  them,  the 
school  board  had  a  hard  problem  to  meet.  The  problem  has  been  well 
solved,  and  praise  is  due  the  directors  for  faithful  discharge  of  duty. 

Dunbar  Township  may  not  lead  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  educa- 
tion but  it  is  never  behind.  A  few  years  ago  there  was  erected  at 
Leisenring  a  one  story  four-room  brick  high  school  building.  Some 
people  thought  it  would  never  be  needed.  Later  another  story  was 
added,  and  that  made  the  structure  a  commodious  and  rather  hand- 
some one.  But  more  people  poured  into  the  high  school,  and  it  became 
necessary  to  enlarge  the  plant.  Within  a  month  or  two  will  be  com- 
pleted a  two  story  annex,  eighty  by  one  hundred  feet.  Every  part  is 
modern,  and  when  completed,  Dunbar  Township  will  have  one  of  the 
best  equipped,  high  school  plants  in  this  part  of  the  State. 

Institutes. 

The  County  Institute  was  the  greatest  educational  meeting  held 
during  the  year.  More  people  attended  than  ever  before,  and  interest 
was  unusually  strong.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer, 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  Dr.  H.  C.  Minnich,  Oxford,  Ohio,  Dr.  Jonathan  Rig- 
don,  Winona  Lake,  Ind.,  Supt.  F.  W.  Wright,  Uniontown,  Pa.,  and 
Hon.  S.  D.  Fess,  Washington,  D.  C.  Prof.  Jerry  March  of  Philadel- 
phia, Pa.,  had  charge  of  the  music,  and  his  work  was  never  better. 
Other  instructors  and  entertainers  were,  Mrs.  Maude  W.  MacDonald, 
Mrs.  Gertrude  S.  King,  Miss  Margaret  Home,  Prof.  George  Phillips 
and  Putter's  Orchestra  of  Uniontown,  Pa.  No  weak  places  were  in 
the  program  and  the  institute  was  one  of  the  strongest  ever  held  in 
Uniontown.  The  Buena  Vista  School  of  Franklin  Township,  under 
the  management  of  Paul  Dunn,  appeared  before  the  institute  on 
Thursday  in  songs,  physical  culture  drills,  etc.,  and  the  work  done  was 
praised  by  all  that  were  present. 

The  holding  of  local  institutes  began  early  in  the  fall  and  before 
spring  they  became  so  numerous  that  three  or  four  meetings  were  held 
almost  every  Saturday.  They  were  great  community  meetings  and  in 
some  instances  more  people  turned  out  than  could  be  accommodated. 
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Directors'  Convention. 

During  the  week  of  County  Institute,  the  Directors'  Association  of 
Fayette  County  held  its  regular  annual  meeting.  Sessions  were  held 
on  Wednesday  and  Thursday  and  were  well  attended.  The  meetings 
were  addressed  by  Supt.  F.  W.  Wright  of  Uniontown,  Pa.,  and  Dr. 
Jonathan  Rigdon  of  Winona  Lake,  Ind.,  members  of  the  County  Insti- 
tute and  by  a  number  of  members  of  the  Association.  All  addresses 
were  excellent  and  interest  equaled  that  of  the  County  Institute.  The 
question  that  created  most  interest  pertained  to  the  establishing  of 
District  Superintendences.  A  great  majority  of  the  convention  was 
strong  for  the  County  Superintendency,  but  those  who  favored  the 
District  Superintendency  defended  their  position  bravely.  The  ques- 
tion of  a  uniform  course  of  study  for  the  rural  schools  of  the  county 
was  discussed  at  some  length.  All  of  the  large  districts  have  their 
own  courses  of  study  and  some  prefer  not  to  change.  The  meeting  ad- 
journed without  taking  definite  action.  All  schools  have  courses  of 
study,  but  little  uniformity  exists. 

School  of  Methods. 

One  of  the  most  profitable  educational  meetings  ever  held  in  the 
county  was  the  School  of  Methods.  It  was  held  in  the  Uniontown 
high  school  building  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  of  the  last  week  of  Au- 
gust, 1914.  The  purpose  of  the  meeting  was  to  help  young  teachers  to 
qualify  better  for  the  beginning  of  the  school  term  immediately  fol- 
lowing. More  than  three  hundred  teachers  were  enrolled  and  they 
were  exceedingly  happy,  and  intensely  interested  in  all  of  the  work. 
During  the  first  day,  the  meeting  was  addressed  by  six  of  the  leading 
school  principals  of  the  county,  and  their  work  was  just  what  be- 
ginners and  young  teachers  need.  On  the  second  day,  two  addresses 
were  delivered  by  each  of  the  following  school  men:  County  Superin- 
tendent Robert  C.  Shaw  of  Westmoreland  County,  City  Superintend- 
ent J.  H.  Alleman  of  the  Greensburg  Schools,  and  City  Superintendent 
F.  W.  Wright  of  the  Uniontown  Schools.  The  addresses  delivered  by 
these  gentlemen  equaled  the  addresses  delivered  before  any  of  the  big 
County  Institutes  of  the  State. 

Rural  Supervision. 

Of  the  six  hundred  seventy-six  schools  of  the  county,  all  have  special 
supervision  but  one  hundred  three.  One  hundred  twenty-nine  schools 
are  supervised  by  borough  principals.  Four  hundred  forty-four  schools 
are  supervised  by  ten  supervising  principals.  The  remaining  one 
hundred  three  rural  schools  have  no  special  supervision.  The  County 
Superintendent  visited  all  of  them  once  during  the  year  and  directors 
made  occasional  visits.    Recently,  Wharton  township  elected  a  super- 
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vising  principal  for  the  coming  year.  This  reduces  the  number  of 
schools  not  supervised  to  eighty-nine.  This  special  supervision  has 
done  much  to  raise  the  standard  of  the  schools  of  the  county.  Dis- 
tricts that  do  not  have  special  supervision  furnish  but  few  pupils  for 
high  school.  In  many  instances,  the  work  of  a  supervising  principal 
has  doubled  the  number  of  high  school  students  the  first  year.  The 
position  is  a  popular  one  in  Fayette  county,  and  before  long,  every 
district  will  have  its  supervising  principal.  There  are  four  rural  high 
schools  in  the  county  and  each  is  in  charge  of  a  competent  supervising 
principal,  who  superintends  the  work  of  the  district  and  sees  to  it  that 
deserving  young  people  find  their  way  into  the  high  school.  The  posi- 
tion of  supervising  principal  is  one  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  no 
rural  district  can  well  afford  to  continue  its  school  work  on  the  old 
plan. 

Grammar  and  Arithmetic. 

I  am  still  of  the  opinion  that  English  grammar  and  arithmetic 
should  have  places  in  the  modern  high  school.  The  inability  of  many 
high  school  graduates  to  pass  satisfactory  examination  for  teachers' 
provisional  certificates  ought  to  convince  school  people  that  some- 
thing is  wrong  somewhere.  I  know  that  it  is  sometimes  argued  that  it 
is  not  the  purpose  of  the  high  school  to  turn  out  teachers.  Perhaps 
this  is  true;  and  yet  it  may  not  be  true.  At  any  rate,  the  argument 
is  no  defense  for  the  weakness  in  these  branches  so  prevalent  in 
Fayette  and  adjoining  counties.  If  these  branches  must  be  finished  in 
the  grades,  pupils  should  not  be  advanced  to  high  school  before  their 
minds  are  strong  enough  to  comprehend  the  essential  elements  of  these 
two  most  important  branches.  Yes,  most  important.  I  have  on  file  in 
my  office  enough  information  to  convince  me  that  many  high  school 
graduates  can  neither  speak  nor  write  the  language  correctly,  nor  can 
they  apply  the  principles  treated  in  an  ordinary  course  of  arithmetic. 
Does  any  one  argue  that  loss  in  these  branches  is  compensated  for  by 
knowledge  in  other  branches?  We  talk  all  the  time,  write  part  of  the 
time  and  use  arithmetic  every  day.  But  we  don't  have  time  to  do  them 
well  in  this  age.  Don't  we?  Why  not?  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
student  who  is  ignorant  of  the  use  of  these  two  branches  has  but  little 
time  for  the  study  of  many  other  branches.  Moreover,  both  are  basal 
studies  and  ought  to  be  well  mastered  by  all  who  have  need  of  founda- 
tions upon  which  to  build. 

Every  school  in  the  county  was  visited  at  least  once  during  the  term 
by  the  county  superintendent,  and  many  received  two  visits.  Many 
local  institutes,  graduating  exercises,  school  dedications,  etc.,  were 
attended  by  the  superintendent  during  the  year.  We  have  certainly 
had  a  successful  term,  but  have  reason  for  believing  that  the  coming 
year  will  accomplish  a  still  greater  educational  work. 
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The  Department  of  Public  Instruction  has  been  most  helpful,  and 
deserves  sincere  thanks.  The  Press  has  done  much  to  forward  all  pro- 
gressive movements  and  we  desire  to  thank  them  also.  We  hope  that 
Fayette  county  may  be  found  on  the  educational  firing  line  every  day 
of  the  coming  school  year. 


FOREST  COUNTY— J.  O.  Carson. 


In  reporting  the  condition  of  school  affairs  in  Forest  county  for 
the  year  just  passed,  we  noted  many  things  during  the  year  which 
were  a  source  of  gratification  and  a  recompense  for  the  labor  of  the 
ones  concerned. 

This  year  showed  the  largest  number  of  teachers  who  held  Normal 
Diplomas  in  the  history  of  the  county.  The  question  of  better  quali- 
fications is  receiving  more  attention  each  year  and  the  effects  are 
clearly  visible. 

Several  epidemics  were  current  in  different  schools  during  the  year 
but  vigorous  work  on  the  part  of  the  health  inspectors  and  the  physi- 
cians who  represent  the  state  prevented  the  spread  of  the  contagion. 

The  medical  inspection  required  by  the  School  Code  had  good  ef- 
fects, since  after  the  reports,  many  of  the  defective  pupils  received 
treatment  which  had  been  neglected  before  on  account  of  oversight  of 
the  parent. 

The  only  special  activity  besides  the  regular  routine  of  school  work 
was  the  County  Institute,  which  was  held  at  Tionesta,  October  19th 
to  the  23rd.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  Harlan  E.  Hall  of  Cumberland, 
Ohio,  Dr.  O.  L.  Warren  of  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  and  Prof.  Chas.  Lose  of 
Lock  Haven,  Pa. 

They  instructed  the  teachers  of  the  county  during  Ihe  week  and 
entertainment  was  provided  for  the  evenings  which  was  not  only  an 
intellectual  benefit  to  the  teachers  but  a  source  of  pleasure  as  well. 

The  Compulsory  Attendance  Law  was  enforced  in  every  district  in 
the  county  throughout  the  year  which  was  a  decided  advantage  to 
both  pupil  and  teacher.  The  teachers,  the  patrons  and  the  pupils  are 
beginning  to  adjust  themselves  to  this  part  of  the  School  Code  which 
is  proving  itself  to  be  valuable. 

There  was  but  one  new  building  erected  in  the  county  last  year,  this 
was  in  the  Hickory  District  but  several  improvements  were  made  and 
the  school  houses  kept  in  good  repair. 

We  believe  good  results  came  from  the  efforts  of  the  teachers  and 
pupils  of  Forest  county  during  the  year,  the  former  were  enthusiastic 
in  their  work  and  the  latter  made  steady  progress. 
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FRANKLIN  COUNTY— Lewis  Edgar  Smith. 


No  unusual  progress  can  be  reported  in  our  school  work  for  the  past 
year.  Advancement  is  noticeable,  yet  not  so  rapid  as  we  should  like. 
The  greatest  improvement,  perhaps,  is  in  the  character  of  school  build- 
ings erected  or  in  course  of  erection.  In  this  line  of  school  improve- 
ment a  great  change  has  been  wrought  during  the  past  five  years.  The 
old  "box  car"  type  of  school  house  that  formerly  dotted  the  landscapes 
is  giving  place  to  the  modern  and  more  pleasing  style  of  building.  All 
lines  of  school  improvement  are  more  or  less  contagious  but  none  quite 
so  much  so  as  a  better  building  movement.  However,  much  remains 
yet  to  be  done.  During  the  past  year  three  new  buildings  were 
erected,  and  one  wholly  remodeled  so  as  to  make  room  for  two  more 
schools.  Hamilton  township  consolidated  two  schools  in  a  building 
that  is  by  far  the  best  of  its  kind  in  this  county. 

During  the  present  year  a  one  story  four  room  house  at  St.  Thomas 
will  be  finished.  This  building  will  be  modern  in  every  particular  and 
will  accommodate  one  rural  and  three  village  schools.  Besides  the 
four  class  rooms  the  building  will  have  a  basement  auditorium  with 
a  seating  capacity  of  two  hundred.  Greencastle  is  now  building  a 
high  school  addition  to  its  elementary  school  plant,  and  Washington 
township  has  broken  ground  for  a  four  room  building  at  Wayne 
Heights  to  be  used  for  high  school  and  elementary  school  purposes. 
Mercersburg  is  remodeling  its  whole  school  plant.  Our  building 
operations  exceed  those  of  any  previous  year  during  our  administra- 
tion. 

Our  township  high  schools,  while  not  on  the  increase,  are  doing  very 
commendable  work.  In  this  grade  of  school  alone,  we  have  been  able 
to  retain  competent  teachers  at  the  head.  A  steady  increase  in  the 
salaries  of  the  principals  is  in  a  large  measure  responsible  for  the  in- 
creased efficiency  of  these  schools.  Then  too,  the  State  Inspector  has 
rendered  valuable  service  in  keeping  these  schools  distinctly  second- 
ary and  in  giving  aid  to  the  principals  in  carrying  out  the  course  of 
study.  An  effort  should  be  made  to  increase  the  apparatus  and  li- 
brary equipment  of  these  schools.  In  this  the  average  high  school  is 
lacking ;  and  pressure  should  be  brought  to  bear  on  school  boards  in 
districts  supporting  high  schools,  to  make  provision  in  the  annual 
budget  for  increasing  this  equipment.  Would  it  not  be  a  good  plan 
for  the  Department  to  require,  or  at  least  suggest,  tha.t  a  portion,  or 
all,  of  the  state  appropriation  to  high  schools  be  expended  on  increas- 
ing the  library  and  laboratory  facilities  until  an  approved  equipment 
is  installed? 
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Our  most  serious  problem  is  to  find  and  retain  competent  teachers 
for  the  rural  schools.  Our  corps  of  rural  teachers  has  carried  for  the 
past  five  years  from  fifteen  to  twenty  per  cent,  beginners.  This  means 
that  the  average  tenure  of  our  teaching  force  is  between  five  and  six 
years.  Too  many  of  our  promising  young  teachers  after  an  experience 
of  a  year  or  two,  find  employment  in  other  fields  or  go  into  the  larger 
centers  to  teach.  How  to  overcome  this  exodus  from  the  rural  school 
is  one  of  our  most  perplexing  problems.  There  seem  to  be  two  com- 
mon causes  for  this  condition,  the  overcoming  of  both  of  which  is 
necessary  in  order  to  completely  solve  the  problem.  The  first  cause 
is  the  unfavorable  conditions  under  which  teachers  in  many  of  our 
rural  schools  are  compelled  to  work.  As  long  as  a  teacher  is  required 
to  be  her  own  janitor  and  perform  all  such  duties,  from  sweeping  the 
school  room  to  cutting  her  own  wood,  she  will  look  for  a  place  where 
professional  effort  alone  is  recognized  and  accept  a  position  in  a 
larger  center.  Again,  the  teacher's  boarding  place  is  a  big  handicap 
in  some  rural  communities.  Besides  paying  a  board  bill  that  eats 
up  a  goodly  portion  of  her  monthly  wage,  the  rural  teacher  is,  not 
infrequently  compelled  to  do  her  evening  work  in  the  family  sitting 
room — the  only  heated  room  in  the  house.  Teachers  are  not  averse  to 
working  in  rural  schools  when  conditions  are  made  inviting.  Ob- 
viously, the  solution  to  this  problem  lies  in  centralizing  our  rural 
schools,  and  in  placing  along  side  this  centralized  school  the  teachers 
cottage.  In  the  second  place,  the  school  term  is  too  short  and  the 
salaries  too  low  in  our  rural  schools.  It  is  useless  to  discuss  means  of 
increasing  the  efficiency  of  our  country  schools  with  this  important- 
factor,  the  teacher's  salary,  left  out.  Underpaid  teachers  will  never 
make  efficient  schools;  and  not  until  we  pay  a  living  wage,  a  wage 
commensurate  with  the  work  required,  will  we  be  able  to  procure  or 
retain  competent  teachers  in  our  country  schools.  Our  best  teachers 
come  from  that  class  who  use  the  vacation  months  toward  professional 
improvement,  not  from  those  who  work  at  other  employment  in  order 
to  make  ends  meet.  It  has  long  been  our  opinion  that  teachers  should 
be  paid  twelve  months  a  year.  Not  only  would  this  mean  a  longer 
school  term  in  the  rural  districts,  but  it  would  insure  better  teachers 
and  better  teaching,  for,  if  paid  a  yearly  salary,  teachers  would  attend 
summer  schools;  and,  as  a  result,  not  only  would  teaching  improve, 
but  the  teacher  would  grow  into  a  real  community  leader. 

The  great  majority  of  our  townships  have  organized  teachers' 
monthly  meetings.  These  meetings  are  very  helpful,  especially  to  the 
young  teachers.  The  superintendent  issues  a  program  that  is  used 
as  a  guide  for  these  meetings.  One  district  has  organized  a  Parent- 
Teachers'-Association  and  other  are  contemplating  taking  the  same 
progessive  step.  As  a  whole  we  are  well  pleased  with  the  present  out- 
look for  a  most  successful  school  term. 
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FULTON  COUNTY— J.  Emery  Thomas. 


In  submitting  this  report,  it  must  be  admitted  that  some  very  dis- 
couraging conditions  were  met  during  the  school  year,  but  as  a  whole 
we  feel  that  the  school  work  has  made  progress.  Sentiment  in  our 
county  in  favor  of  better  school  buildings  and  better  equipped  school 
buildings  and  in  favor  of  better  teachers  is  certainly  increasing.  This 
sentiment  is  not  confined  chiefly  to  those  persons  who  have  children  to 
send  to  school  but  in  very  many  cases  is  found  among  persons  who 
have  no  children  and  who  act  with  unselfish  motives  to  promote  the 
cause  of  education  in  such  a  way  as  to  give  the  boys  and  girls  of  the 
present  the  necessary  education  which  the  future  will  so  much  de- 
mand. 

From  our  preliminary  meetings,  which  were  held  at  two  points  in 
the  county  before  the  opening  of  the  school  term  for  the  purpose  of 
discussing  questions  vital  to  the  opening  and  to  the  first  few  weeks  of 
school — while  the  discussions  were  most  interesting,  lively  and  bene- 
ficial to  those  present — we  are  sorry  to  state  that  a  number  of  teachers 
were  absent.  This  is  one  of  the  things  discouraging  to  ai  county  super- 
intendent. 

Another  means  for  promoting  advancement  and  professional  growth 
is  our  local  institutes.  Six  of  the  districts  in  the  county  held  insti- 
tutes on  alternate  Friday  evenings  during  almost  the  entire  term, 
scarcely  a  teacher  missing  one  of  these  meetings.  The  time  was  spent 
in  discussing  educational  questions  which  very  materially  increased 
educational  sentiment  in  those  districts  and  gave  renewed  inspiration 
to  teachers  to  do  better  work.  But  again  we  met  with  discouragement 
from  some  of  the  teachers  of  the  other  six  districts  who  gave  local  in- 
stitute work  little  consideration  and  for  this  reason  left  sentiment 
in  the  district  in  which  they  taught  about  as  they  found  it.  May  those 
teachers  see  their  mistake  during  the  coming  year  and  make  use  of 
these  excellent  means  to  promote  professional  growth. 

Still  another  medium  for  promoting  professional  growth  was  given 
to  the  teachers.  Our  last  County  Institute  adopted  in  its  Teachers' 
Professional  Reading  Course,  "James'  Talks  to  Teachers."  This  book 
was  not  only  to  be  read  but  to  be  studied  by  teachers.  AIL  our 
teachers  have  been  examined  in  this  text  but  we  are  sorry  to  say  that 
we  found  some  teachers  who  knew  nothing  about  its  contents.  I  hope 
that  all  teachers  hereafter  will  familiarize  themselves  with  the  pro- 
fessional reading  nuitter  adopted  at  our  County  Institute. 
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An  evidence  of  increased  school  sentiment  in  onr  county,  is  an  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  our  students  attending  the  different  State 
Normal  Schools.  Fulton  county  during  the  year  that  just  closed  had 
a  large  enrollment  of  students  at  State  Normal  Schools  and  the  en- 
rollment of  the  coming  school  year  promises  to  surpass  that  of  1914-15. 

The  year  has  not  been  barren  of  results.  Twenty-seven  pupils 
passed  the  spring  examination.  Many  of  these  have  since  passed  the 
teachers'  examination  for  provisional  certificates  and  have  been  elect- 
ed to  teach  in  the  public  schools  in  the  county. 

The  teaching  force,  with  few  exceptions,  did  well  the  work  put 
upon  them.  The  exceptions  received  salary  enough  and  too  much,  but 
the  live,  active,  energetic  teachers  received  too  little  pay. 

Many  minor  improvements  have  been  made  in  school  property,  but 
we  expect  to  see  greater  improvements  during  the  coming  year.  We 
expect  to  have,  at  least,  three  new  school  buildings  erected  during  the 
present  school  year.  These  will  be  modern,  up-to-date  buildings  and 
will  reflect  credit  upon  the  school  boards  in  whose  administration 
they  will  be  constructed. 

Our  examinations  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  were  more  rigid  than 
previously.  As  a  result  we  had  only  enough  licensed  teachers  to  fill 
the  schools.  This  eliminated  what  otherwise  would  have  been  low 
grade  certificates  and  gave  us  as  a  result  eighty-two  teachers  having 
the  best  qualifications  of  those  who  came  before  us  for  examination. 

The  County  Institute  held  the  week  beginning  November  30th,  1014, 
was  well  attended  and  elicited  many  favorable  comments.  The  in- 
structors were  both  entertaining  and  practical  and  did  much  to  create 
higher  ideals  in  the  teachers  and  to  stimulate  them  to  greater  activity 
in  their  respective  school  work. 

Notwithstanding  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  the  Annual  Direc- 
tors' Convention  was  a  success.  A  fair  percentage  of  the  directors 
was  present.  The  discussions  were  interesting  and  all  present  went 
away  feeling  profited  by  the  annual  gathering. 

The  percentage  of  attendance  of  the  schools  of  the  county  was  good, 
yet  we  are  sorry  to  say  that  some  boys  and  girls — apart  of  whom  are 
under  the  requirements  of  the  Compulsory  School  Law — were  not  in 
attendance  at  any  school  during  the  year. 

Our  schools  are  all  supplied  with  modern  furniture  and  nearly  all 
have  slate  black-boards,  but  still  a  few  poor  black-boards  are  found  in 
the  county.  These  should  be  displaced  before  another  term  of  school 
begins. 

Nearly  every  school  in  the  county  has  an  American  flag,  ours  has 
had  one,  but  we  are  sorry  to  say  that  in  some  instances  it  was  not 
floated.  We  sincerely  request  every  teacher  who  has  been  employed 
for  the  ensuing  term  to  unfurl  the  flag  in  such  a  way  as  to  comply 
witli  the  conditions  of  the  School  Code. 
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As  to  sanitation  we  found  conditions  good  in  many  places  but  there 
are  other  places  in  which  great  improvements  can  be  made  along  this 
line.  In  the  care  of  the  walls  and  the  floors  of  school  buildings  and 
the  stoves  and  general  conditions  of  cleanliness,  in  wall  decorations 
and  in  windowshades,  not  only  is  there  room  for  improvement  but  in 
some  places  urgent  need  of  it. 

In  my  visits  I  sought  to  impress  upon  teachers  the  sanitary  and 
aesthetic  needs  of  the  school-room,  and  urged  upon  teachers  to  im- 
prove them  in  every  way  possible. 

In  this  report,  we  desire  to  express  our  sincere  thanks  and  highest 
appreciation  to  patrons,  directors  and  teachers,  and  especially  to  the 
Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  the  much  needed  help  given, 
and  to  all  others  in  s}rmpathy  with  educational  work  for  their  hearty 
support  and  co-operation  for  which  support  and  I  am  placed  under  a 
great  many  obligations. 


GREENE  COUNTY— H.  D.  Freeland. 


In  compliance  with  the  school  laws  of  Pennsylvania  we  submit  the 
following  as  our  report  of  school  work  and  school  conditions  in  this 
county  for  the  year  ending  July  1,  1915. 

Nothing  of  any  exciting  nature  has  occurred  in  Greene  county 
schools  during  the  year  which  has  just  closed.  We  have  plodded  along 
at  about  an  average  gait  and  aimed  to  "make  haste  slowly."  But 
while  we  have  not  made  so  many  radical  changes,  yet  we  are  very 
glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  every  new  venture  proposed  has  met 
with  at  least  a  creditable  measure  of  support  and  has  been  demon- 
strated to  be  worthy. 

During  the  past  year  we  had  fewer  applicants  in  teachers'  examina- 
tions than  in  former  years,  but  the  lack  in  numbers  was  more  than 
atoned  for  in  quality  of  work  done  by  applicants  in  examinations. 
We  feel  that  we  can  unhesitatingly  and  fearlessly  declare  that  the 
scholarship  of  Greene  county  teachers  is  better  than  in  previous 
years.  Their  professional  training  is  more  nearly  standard  and  their 
interest  seems  to  increase  accordingly. 

Our  regular  County  Institute  was  held  October  19-22.  All  of  the 
270  teachers  but  one  were  in  attendance.  Judging  by  what  teachers 
and  patrons  said  about  the  meeting,  a  more  successful  institute  has 
not  been  held  in  this  county.     Much  interest  was  manifested  in  the 
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Directors'  Convention  which  was  held  October  2nd  and  3rd.  Deputy- 
Superintendent  Reed  B.  Teitrick's  addresses  were  so  much  appre- 
ciated that  the  convention  voted  unanimously  to  have  Mr.  Teitrick  re- 
turn to  the  annual  convention  next  year. 

One  of  the  most  popular  and  profitable  ventures  yet  made  in  Greene 
county  is  the  holding  of  a  preliminary  institute  especially  for  the  bene- 
fit of  inexperienced  teachers.  The  teachers  of  this  county  have  no 
hesitancy  in  declaring  this  the  most  helpful  meeting  of  the  year.  The 
plan  of  this  meeting  is  to  make  everything  private.  We  exclude  all 
visitors  and  the  morbidly  curious  folk.  It  is  conducted  for  two  days 
as  a  business  meeting  for  business  purposes  only. 

The  schools  of  the  county  were  requested  last  fall  to  secure  and 
place  on  the  walls  of  each  school  in  the  county  a  picture  of  Frances 
Willard.  The  request  met  with  very  hearty  and  generous  response. 
We  believe  that  the  lesson  taught  by  the  presence  of  this  picture  in  a 
school  room  and  a  frequent  reference  to  her  life  by  the  teacher  will 
have  an  unbounded  influence  toward  overcoming  the  liquor  evil  of  the 
present  day. 

During  the  year  all  of  the  schools  were  visited  by  the  County  Super- 
intendent. We  feel  confident  that  this  office  will  be  able  to  do  much 
more  for  the  teachers  in  the  future  than  it  has  in  the  past  because  of 
legislation  providing  for  an  assistant  in  this  county.  In  conformity 
to  recent  legislation  along  this  line,  it  was  our  pleasure  to  appoint  and 
have  unanimously  confirmed  for  this  position  Mr.  Kent  Kelley,  a  well 
known  school  man  of  this  county.  He  has  already  entered  upon  his 
duties  and  will  be  found  ever  ready  and  anxious  to  serve  the  school 
interests  of  this  county  and  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

Acknowledging  our  gratitude  to  all  who  have  contributed  to  the 
success  of  Greene  county  schools  during  the  past  year  and  hoping, 
with  the  help  of  a  loyal  assistant,  to  build  our  school  system  up  to  a 
much  higher  plane,  we  submit  this  our  fourth  annual  report. 


HUNTINGDON  COUNTY— L.  E.  Boyer. 


In  submitting  to  you  our  first  year's  work  as  superintendent  of  the 
schools  of  Huntingdon  county,  we  shall  not  dwell  upon  a  comparison 
of  past  years,  but  deal  with  conditions  and  problems  we  met  and  tried 
to  solve.  The  great  majority  of  our  teachers  are  competent,  enthusias- 
tic, and  conscientious  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  We  have  a  few 
teachers  who  do  not  make  sufficient  preparation  for  their  work  but  I 
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am  pleased  to  say  that  many  of  our  teachers,  during  their  vacation, 
attend  summer  schools  and  training  schools  to  better  qualify  them- 
selves for  the  work  of  their  chosen  profession. 

Two  hundred  twenty-two  applicants  were  examined  for  teachers' 
certificates.  One  hundred  seventy  provisional  certificates  and  nine 
professional  certificates  were  issued. 

During  March  and  April,  two  hundred  sixty-three  applicants  were 
examined  for  high  school  entrance  and  eighth  grade  diplomas.  One 
hundred  sixty-four  fell  below  a  general  average  of  eighty  per  cent.  A 
summary  of  these  examinations  clearly  proves  that  too  many  teachers 
are  not  teaching  for  definite  results. 

Of  the  two  hundred  forty-four  teachers  elected  to  fill  the  several 
schools  of  the  county,  one  hundred  ten  teachers  held  provisional  cer- 
tificates, thirty-seven  of  whom  had  no  previous  experience.  Seventy 
held  professional  certificates,  thirty-six  held  permanent  certificates, 
nineteen  were  State  Normal  graduates,  and  nine  were  college  gradu- 
ates. 

Because  of  contagious  diseases,  (mumps,  small  pox,  diptheria,  and 
whooping  cough)  the  school  attendance  was  not  ideal.  Of  the  seven 
thousand  five  hundred  sixty-seven  pupils  enrolled,  about  eight  hun- 
dred of  them  attended  school  every  day,  and  were  given  beautiful  per- 
fect attendance  certificates  by  Gamp  No.  321,  P.  O.  S.  of  A.,  of  Hunt- 
ingdon. 

The  Fifty-Ninth  Annual  Teacher's'  Institute  convened  in  the  Grand 
Theatre  of  Huntingdon,  November  30  to  December  4,  1914.  The  in- 
structors were  Dr.  C.  H.  Gordinier,  Dr.  Chas.  C.  Ellis,  Dr.  Ezra  Leh- 
man, Hon.  J.  G.  Dell,  and  Miss  Grace  Hendricks.  The  Recitation, 
"Its  Aims  and  Purposes,"  "Moral  Education,"  ''How  to  Measure  Suc- 
cess in  Teaching,"  "The  Mother  Tongue,"  "Methods  in  Scientific  Tem- 
perance Instruction"  and  other  important  subjects  were  discussed  in 
a  very  helpful,  practical  manner.  All  the  instructors  deserve  much 
credit  for  giving  us  a  pleasant,  profitable  week.  The  singing  was  ex- 
ceptionally good.  The  evening  attractions  were  as  follows:  Dr. 
Driver,  The  Music  Makers  Quartet,  Col.  Lockwitzky,  and  the  Gamble 
Concert  Party.    All  sessions  of  the  institute  were  well  attended. 

The  twelfth  annual  meeting  of  the  County  Directors'  Association 
met  in  the  court  house,  January  2S-29,  1915.  School  sanitation,  stand- 
ardization of  the  rural  schools  and  other  practical  subjects  were  ably 
discussed.  On  Thursday  evening,  Rev.  Collins  of  Newport,  Pa.,  de- 
livered his  popular  lecture,  "The  House  That  Jack  Built,"  "The  Palace 
Beautiful,"  to  an  appreciative  audience.  In  this  splendid  lecture, 
ideal  character  building  was  clearly  outlined  and  vividly  described. 

Regular  monthly  teachers'  meetings  were  held  in  a  few  districts. 
The  old  time  "Spelling  Bee"  was  conducted  in  a  number  of  schools. 
Literary  and  debating  societies  were  organized  and  held  interesting 
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and  successful  meetings,  during  the  winter.  Parent-Teachers  Asso- 
ciations were  organized  in  several  school  districts.  Twenty-five  local 
institutes  and  educational  meetings  were  held  during  the  term. 
Teachers,  pupils,  and  patrons  generally  took  an  active  part  in  these 
meetings.  They  soon  became  social  communit}7  centers  and  did  much 
good  in  creating  an  excellent  school  spirit  and  hearty  co-operation. 

The  gymnasium  at  Robertsdale  was  dedicated,  October  16,  1914. 
Hon.  R.  B.  Teitrick,  Prof.  O.  R.  Myers  and  Hon.  J.  D.  Dell  were  the 
principal  speakers.  This  is  the  first  public  school  gymnasium  in  the 
county,  and  the  enterprising  people  of  Wood  township  are  to  be  com- 
mended and  congratulated.  It  certainly  shows  a  splendid,  progressive 
school  spirit. 

The  high  schools  of  the  county  did  excellent  work.  They  had  a 
large  enrollment  and  good  attendance.  Very  successful  commence- 
ment exercises  were  held  at  Spruce  Creek,  McAlevy's  Fort,  Dudley, 
Shirleysburg,  Robertsdale,  Orbisonia,  Petersburg,  Alexandria,  War- 
riors Mark,  and  Mt.  Union. 

We  aimed  to  visit  all  schools  at  least  once  during  the  term.  Some 
schools  were  visited  a  second  and  third  time.  We  found  most  rooms 
in  good  condition.  The  schools  in  remote. rural  sections  had  few 
pupils  enrolled,  while  the  schools  about  our  public  works  were  over 
crowded. 

A  Boys'  and  Girls'  Fair  was  held  in  the  Armory  of  Huntingdon, 
October  28th  and  29th,  1914.  This  fair  was  the  direct  outcome  of  the 
Boys  and  Girls  Growing  Contest,  which  was  started  by  Pomona 
Grange  and  assisted  by  the  Huntingdon  Business  Men's  Association, 
and  County  Superintendent  of  Schools.  Some  of  the  best  corn,  pota- 
toes, poultry,  and  other  farm  products  grown  in  the  county  were  ex- 
hibited at  this  fair.  Prizes  were  awarded  to  the  boys  and  girls  grow- 
ing the  best  corn,  potatoes  and  poultry.  Great  interest  was  mani- 
fested.   Some  schools  attend  the  fair  in  a  body. 

In  conclusion,  we  desire  to  thank  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction, the  teachers,  the  directors,  and  the  people  in  general  for  the 
many  courtesies  extended  during  the  year. 


INDIANA  COUNTY— James  F.  Chapman. 


The  schools  of  Indiana  county  had  a  most  successful  year,  due  in 
no  small  part  to  the  raising  of  standard  for  certification  of  teachers. 
The  new  code  is  doing  a  greater  service  than  was  at  first  predicted. 
Many  of  our  teachers  are  now  attending  State  College  and  Grove  City 


94  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

College  in  preparation  for  examinations  for  a  New  State  Permanent. 
This  getting  out  among  school  men  of  high  standing  apparently  gives 
the  young  people  a  new  vision  of  the  teaching  profession.  These 
teachers  receiving  the  higher  grade  certificates  prove  a  great  help  to 
the  younger  teachers  at  the  local  institutes  that  are  well  organized 
in  the  great  majority  of  our  districts. 


Special  Activities. 

Four  of  the  larger  districts  have  arranged  for  district  supervision 
the  coming  year.  This  work  proved  most  successful  last  year.  In 
townships  having  wide-awake  supervisors,  teachers'  clubs  were  formed 
and  spirited  meetings  resulted.  Parent-Teacher  Associations  were 
formed  in  a  few  districts.  So  great  was  the  interest  in  way  of  attend- 
ance that  in  one  district  it  was  found  necessary  to  charge  an  admis- 
sion fee  in  order  that  the  capacity  of  the  building  should  not  be  over- 
taxed. 

The  women's  clubs  of  the  county  have  been  rendering  a  good  service 
in  the  interest  of  the  schools.  In  eight  districts  they  have  established 
free  reading  rooms,  supplied  with  the  most  wholesome  literature. 

The  new  Vocational  School  located  at  Elders  Ridge  proved  the  real 
value  of  such  an  institution.  The  interest  was  intense  and  through 
the  wise  management  of  Professors  Fetterhoff  and  Warner  the  entire 
neighborhood  is  loud  in  expressions  of  commendation  for  the  work 
accomplished.  The  school  is  predicting  even  a  more  successful  term 
this  year. 

Material  Improvements. 

A  number  of  new  buildings  were  erected.  A  four-room  high  school 
building  at  Clymer  is  a  most  attractive  structure.  Greene  township 
completed  a  four-room  building  at  Starford.  A  large  number  of 
country  schools  were  repaired.  Through  the  activities  of  the  Direc- 
tors' Association  many  of  the  improvements  in  the  way  of  painting, 
remodeling,  etc.,  is  due.  This  body  requires  a  report  at  each  meeting 
from  the  county  superintendent  of  the  improvements  on  public  school 
property  in  each  district. 

Gherryhill  township  will  start  a  new  high  school  in  September. 
This  promises  to  be  a  most  flourishing  township  high  school. 
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JEFFERSON  COUNTY— L.  Mayne  Jones. 


We  began  preparation  for  the  school  term  with  a  four  days'  school 
of  methods.  As  in  the  past  we  found  this  very  helpful.  All  our  rural 
teachers  and  many  from  the  borough  schools  were  in  attendance. 
Special  instruction  was  given  in  writing,  agriculture,  drawing,  prim- 
ary methods,  general  methods,  reading,  organization  and  manual 
work.  Most  of  this  work  was  by  actual  class  room  teaching  in  sec- 
tions of  about  fifty.  The  instructors  included  Dr.  C.  B.  Robertson, 
University  of  Pittsburgh,  Mrs.  Alice  Carmalt,  University  of  Pitts- 
burgh, Principal  J.  W.  Rutherford,  Clarion,  Principal  W.  M.  Jones, 
Reynoldsville,  Mr.  John  L.  Kelly,  Mr.  H.  S.  Manson,  Miss  Edna  Mc- 
Neil, and  Mr.  C.  A.  Piatt. 

In  the  annual  circular  to  teachers,  issued  prior  to  the  opening  of 
the  school  term,  plans  were  outlined  for  a  minimum  of  four  teachers' 
meetings  and  one  local  institute  to  each  district.  Only  two  districts 
failed  to  carry  out  this  programme. 

A  Country  Life  Day  under  the  joint  auspices  of  Jefferson  County 
Pomona  Grange  and  the  schools  was  held  at  Brookville,  October  17th. 
The  program  included  athletic  events  by  pupils  from  the  interme- 
diate and  grammar  grades,  the  exhibit  of  the  boys'  clubs,  and  ad- 
dresses by  Professor  L.  H.  Dennis,  Miss  Pearl  McDonald,  Dean  Watts, 
and  Farmer  William  T.  Creasy. 

The  boys'  club  work  created  much  interest  among  the  citizens  as 
well  as  with  the  boys  themselves.  Nineteen  boys  were  awarded  free 
trips  to  Farmers'  Week  at  State  College.  This  was  the  largest  dele- 
gation of  boys  sent  by  any  one  county.  One  of  our  boys,  John  Moore, 
Reynoldsville,  R.  D.  1,  received  second  prize  in  the  state  corn  con- 
tests.    Similar  contests  are  being  conducted  this  year. 

Each  rural  school  was  requested  to  observe  an  Agriculture  and 
Rural  Life  Day  on  November  20th  in  accordance  with  the  suggestion 
of  Dr.  P.  P.  Claxton.  Only  about  one  half  the  schools  observed  the 
day.  But  the  idea  will  be  better  understood  next  year,  and  we  hope 
at  that  time  to  have  a  general  observance  of  the  day. 

Great  emphasis  was  placed  on  the  proper  grading  of  pupils  and  the 
careful  study  and  use  of  the  course  of  study.  We  are  continuing  the 
experiments  started  three  years  ago  to  introduce  manual  work  for  all 
grades  in  the  rural  schools.  In  the  year  just  closing,  five  schools  did 
some  manual  work  for  each  grade;  this  included  wood  work  for  ad- 
vanced pupils.  All  teachers  received  training  in  manual  work  for  the 
lower  grades  at  the  School  of  Methods. 
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Washington  and  Snyder  townships  have  each  applied  for  a  Voca- 
tional high  school,  and  Brookville  has  applied  for  an  agricultural  de- 
partment in  the  high  school.  The  citizens  of  these  districts  and  the 
writer  are  very  anxious  to  have  all  these  applications  accepted. 

The  County  Institute,  and  the  Directors'  Convention  created  the 
usual  interest;  the  sessions  were  both  inspiring  and  instructive,  and 
were  well  attended. 

Home  and  School  Clubs  continue  uniting  the  homes  and  the  schools, 
and  consequently  creating  a  sentiment  for  better  schools.  As  in  the 
past  these  associations  did  much  actual  work  in  improving  school 
conditions. 

The  School  Ground  Improvement  Contest  continues  to  give  tangi- 
ble results.  The  first  prize  of  ten  dollars  contributed  by  the  Brook- 
ville Title  and  Trust  Co.,  has  been  awarded  to  the  Snyder  township 
high  school.  The  value  of  the  improvements  made  on  the  grounds 
totals  two  hundred  and  fifty-six  dollars.  The  second  prize  of  five 
dollars  contributed  by  the  L.  A.  Leathers  Co.,  has  been  awarded  to  the 
Anita  schools.  The  costs  of  the  improvements  on  these  grounds  ap- 
proximates two  hundred  dollars. 

Many  districts  are  striving  to  reach  the  mark  set  for  Standard 
Schools. 

A  copy  of  the  annual  report,  which  is  published  for  general  distribu- 
tion to  the  people  of  the  county,  will  be  mailed  you  later.  The 
distribution  of  this  report  has  been  helpful  in  stimulating  activity 
for  better  schools.  The  progressive  activities  of  each  district  are  in 
this  way  carried  to  all  the  county.  This  report  shows  the  status 
of  each  school  in  relation  to  nine  different  points;  each  community 
thus  has  an  opportunity  to  compare  its  standing  with  others. 

I  sincerely  appreciate  the  co-operation  and  assistance  of  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Instruction,  teachers,  directors,  the  press,  and 
the  public. 


JUNIATA    COUNTY— C.    E.   Kauffman. 


The  work  of  the  school  year  was  mainly  devoted  to  learning  the 
condition  and  needs  of  the  schools,  and  planning  for  intelligent, 
helpful,  effective  school  organization  and  visitation. 

Previous  to  the  opening  of  the  schools  in  the  county,  meetings  of 
the  teachers  were  held  at  convenient  centers  for  the  purpose  of  out- 
lining and  discussing  the  work  to  be  accomplished  during  the 
year. 
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Prominence  was  given  to  the  following  topics  at  each  of  the  nine 
conferences:  "How  Can  the  Daily  Bible  Reading  be  Made  Effective 
in  the  Schools?"  "The  One-room  Program — average  time  of  recita- 
tion, essential  content,  arrangement  and  correllation  of  branches, 
etc."  "Word  Mastery,"  "What  Constitutes  a  Good  School?"  "What 
Should  a  Scholar  Be  Reasonably  Expected  to  Know  and  Do  Upon 
Completion  of  the  Course  of  Study  in  Our  Schools?"  and  "How  to 
Secure  Attractive  Buildings  and  Grounds." 

These  conferences  were  well  attended  and  proved  suggestive  and 
most  helpful.  Directors  attended  some  of  the  meetings.  At  these 
meetings  suggestive  programs  were  given  each  teacher  as  a  basis 
for  the  organization  of  the  schools.  These  programs  provided  an 
average  of  recitation  of  fifteen  minutes  with  a  total  of  approxi- 
mately twenty-two  daily  recitations,  giving  each  pupil  five  recita- 
tions each  day  inclusive  of  writing  or  drawing. 

All  the  schools  were  visited  at  least  twice  during  the  school  term, 
and  for  a  period  of  one-half  clay  each  visit.  The  ten  new  beginners 
were  given  first  attention. 

The  careful  visitation  of  the  schools,  both  graded  and  rural,  made 
plain  a  real  lack  in  many  schools  of  the  following  essential  things: 
the  ability  to  read  with  understanding  and  expression,  non-interest 
of  reading  in  the  home-life,  lack  of  freedom  and  ease  of  speech  and 
body  carriage,  faulty  use  of  English,  frequently  by  teachers  as  well, 
want  of  dispatch  and  accuracy  in  common  "ciphering,"  a  criminal 
lack  of  the  art  of  letter- writing,  ignorance  of  the  most  ordinary  so- 
cial and  business  forms  and  inability  to  write  a  legible  "hand" 
within  a  proper  time  limit. 

Definite  work  was  urged  along  the  foregoing  lines  and  set  forth  as 
proper  objectives  for  present  and  future  accomplishment.  Marked 
improvement  was  made  by  the  close  of  the  school  term,  but  there 
remains  the  major  part  of  the  task  for  the  next  year's  accomplish- 
ment. 

A  careful  survey  of  reading  was  made  during  the  latter  half  of 
the  school  term  with  the  result  that  there  were  found  weaknesses 
unsuspected,  relative  to  interpretation  of  content,  correct  pronuncia- 
tion, ability  to  master  words  unaided  and  pleasurable  emotion. 
However,  much  is  being  done  to  correct  these  conditions  because  the 
teachers  are  seeking  to  get  mastery  through  special  training  and 
books. . 

The  physical  conditions  both  in  and  outdoors  are  receiving  more 
thoughtful  attention.  In  many  of  the  districts  improved  heating 
and  ventilating  systems  have  been  installed.  The  sanitary  condi- 
tions are  somewhat  improved  though  very  much  remains  to  be  done 
before  proper  conditions  even  exist.  In  a  few  districts  the  housing 
is  really  inadequate  to  give  proper  protection  from  the  elements,  yet 
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the  taxpayers  are  taxed  fifteen  mills  on  the  dollar  and  burdened  by 
debt  besides.  Without  special  aid  from  the  State,  school  conditions 
will  not  be  satisfactory  and  hardly  bearable. 

The  compulsory  school  law,  except  in  the  boroughs,  is  not  prop- 
erly enforced — really  the  law  is  a  dead  letter — and  nowhere  in  the 
rural  districts  is  it  enforced  for  more  than  70  per  centum  of  the 
term.  Attendance  officers  are  not  employed  regularly  nor  have  there 
been  any  prosecutions  during  the  present  school  year  so  far  as  can 
be  ascertained.  The  enforcement  of  this  law,  if  a  suggestion  may  be 
ventured,  should  not  be  placed  upon  the  directors  who  are  already 
overburdened  with  the  duties  of  the  office.  In  some  communities 
directors  would  subject  themselves  to  personal  and  property  risks, 
if  the  law  were  stringently  enforced. 

A  rural  model  school,  equipped  by  the  State  and  taught  by  an 
expert  teacher,  versed  in  the  needs  of  country  life  and  its  problems, 
and  centrally  located  in  each  county,  would  be  a  most  excellent  mode 
of  improving  school  conditions  and  at  the  same  time  be  an  object 
lesson  to  teachers  and  communities  of  the  benefits  of  a  really  effect- 
ive school.  No  teacher  should  be  licensed  unless  he  had  at  least  be- 
come somewhat  familiar  with  the  methods  and  aim  of  said  school. 

A  new  one-story  four-room  brick  school  building  was  erected  at 
McAlisterville,  Fayette  township,  and  occupied  during  the  school 
year.  The  building  occupies  the  site  of  the  historic  academy  build- 
ing so  long  the  educational  center  of  Lost  Creek  Valley.  Modern 
heating  and  ventilating  apparatus  was  installed.  The  furnishings 
were  practically  all  new.  The  single  desks  have  been  eminently 
satisfactory  to  teachers  and  scholars.  A  drilled  well  on  the  prem- 
ises furnishes  an  abundance  of  pure  sparkling  water.  The  play- 
ground is  large  and  well  adapted  to  the  needs  of  the  children.  A 
partial  centralization  of  the  schools  in  this  new  building  has  proved 
to  be  very  popular  and  is  daily  demonstrating  ot  the  people  the 
many  advantages  of  graded  schools  through  consolidation  and  cen- 
tralization. This  attractive  school  plant  was  erected  at  a  cost  of 
15,500.00.  Scholars  have  been  transported  to  this  center  for  almost 
a  decade. 

There  are  six  high  schools  in  the  county — three  being  borough 
high  schools,  two  township  high  schools  and  one  joint  borough  and 
township  high  school.  Outside  of  the  boroughs  the  high  schools  do 
not  seem  to  appeal  to  the  mass  of  people  because  of  the  tendency 
of  the  training  given  to  cause  discontent  with  life  on  the  farm.  It 
is  planned  to  make  these  schools  community  centers  of  instruction 
concerning  farm  problems  through  experts  connected  with  State 
College  and  also  by  other  means  available. 

The  County  Institute  was  held  November  23-27.  The  following 
excellent  corps  of  instructors  appeared  before  the  teachers: 
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Dr.  C.  H.  Gordinier,  Millersville  State  Normal  School. 

Dr.  D.  C.  Murphy,  Slippery  Eock  State  Normal  School. 

Dr.  Ezra  C.   Lehman,   Shippensburg  State  Normal   School. 

Superintendent  L.  E.  McGinnis,  Steelton,  Pa. 

Prof.  Thomas  I.  Mairs,  State  College,  Pa. 

Prof.  Charles  A.  Dobson,  California  State  Normal  School. 

The  evening  entertainments  were  well  attended  by  patrons,  di- 
rectors and  the  public. 

Both  day  and  evening  sessions  were  inspiring  and  helpful.  Every 
teacher  in  the  county  was  in  attendance  upon  the  sessions.  It  is 
purposed  at  the  next  institute,  through  the  aid  of  the  experts  of  the 
State  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  to  have  the  work  of  the 
annual  institute  bear  more  directly  upon  the  real  needs  of  the 
teachers  in  the  every  day  school  work.  Popular  entertainment  has, 
in  a  measure,  usurped  instruction  designed  for  teacher  training 
and  better  school  conditions. 

The  Directors'  Association  convened  on  Thursday,  November  26. 
Morning  and  afternoon  sessions  were  held  at  which  a  majority  of 
the  directors  of  the  county  were  present.  The  meetings  were  sug- 
gestive and  helpful  and  must  prove  an  effective  means  of  disseminat- 
ing a  more  intelligent  interest  in  the  management  of  the  public 
school  system. 

Through  agitation  the  scholars  are  being  furnished  with  desk 
copies  of  dictionaries  in  sufficient  numbers  for  satisfactory  and  in- 
telligent use.  There  is  a  lack  of  essential  apparatus  in  too  many 
districts — maps,  globes,  large  dictionary  for  teacher's  desk,  the 
various  measures,  etc. 

Plans  have  been  matured  for  a  systematic  grading  of  the  schools 
in  the  county  in  conformity  to  the  School  Code  requirements  so 
there  may  be  unity  of  aim  and  purpose  as  outlined  in  the  State 
Elementary  Course  of  Study. 

Local  Institutes  were  held  in  all  the  districts  save  two.  The  ses- 
sions were  held  Friday  evening,  Saturday  morning,  afternoon  and 
evening.  The  sessions  on  Saturday  evenings  were  given  over  to  a 
popular  lecture.  The  institutes  were  well  attended  by  teachers, 
parents  and  directors. 

A  movement  has  been  launched  to  secure  better  school  environ- 
ment. School  libraries  suitable  for  the  rural  pupils  are  a  crying 
need. 

An  exceptional  number  of  teachers  have  been  in  attendance  upon 
normal  and  special  schools.  There  is  a  growing  insistence  of  the 
public  generally  for  better  school  conditions  in  every  phase  of  school 
endeavor. 

The  accomplishment  of  the  year's  work,  while  not  fully  meeting 
expectations,   has  been   productive  of  better    school    organization, 
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methods  of  teaching,  professional  spirit  and  a  larger  interest  in  the 
work  by  the  people  in  the  schools.  The  great  majority  of  the  teach- 
ers have  been  faithful  and  willing  to  co-operate,  as  well  as  courteous 
and  kind.  The  directors  of  the  county,  as  a  body  generally,  are 
deeply  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  children,  willing  to  serve 
the  schools  to  their  best  ability  so  far  as  money  and  public  sentiment 
will  permit. 

Appreciative  acknowledgment  is  made  to  the  State  Department 
and  State  Board  of  Education  for  courtesies,  valuable  aid  and 
counsel. 


LACKAWANNA  COUNTY— J.  C.  Taylor. 


The  following  is  my  annual  report  of  the  condition  of  the  schools 
under  my  supervision  in  Lackawanna  county  for  the  year  ending 
Monday,  July  5,  1915.  There  are  now  31  districts  under  my  super- 
vision; including  18  townships  and  13  boroughs.  Blakely  borough 
elected  Principal  H.  B.  Anthony  borough  superintendent,  reducing 
my  territory  by  one  district.  Clark's  Green  borough,  Clark's  Sum- 
mit borough  and  South  Abington  township  act  together,  and  main- 
tain one  of  the  large  high  schools  of  the  township. 

Buildings. 

We  have  107  school  buildings  in  our  31  districts  containing  208 
school  rooms.  Moosic  has  completed  a  fine  high  school  building 
of  eight  (8)  rooms  that  was  begun  last  year  at  a  cost  of  about 
135,000. 

Many  of  our  one-room  buildings  are  old  and  out  of  repair;  but  we 
dislike  to  spend  much  money  on  them,  as  we  are  expecting  to  con- 
solidate schools  in  several  districts  soon.  Last  winter  a  petition 
was  presented  to  Newton  School  Board  asking  them  to  build  a. 
township  high  school.  As  this  petition  was  signed  by  about  two- 
thirds  of  the  taxables,  the  board  began  to  move  at  once,  and  are 
now  erecting  a  four-room  high  school  building. 

In  Benton  township,  a  similar  petition  was  signed  by  more  than 
two-thirds  of  the  taxpayers,  and  presented  to  the  board.  After  some 
discussion  the  board  voted  to  lay  the  matter  on  the  table  indefinitely. 
The  vote  was  three  to  two. 

In  Jefferson,  where  better  buildings  are  much  needed,  the  question 
of  consolidation  was  discussed,  but  no  action  taken. 
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Teachers'    Scholarship. 

"You  cannot  teach  what  you  do  not  know."  The  greatest  source 
of  weakness  in  our  teaching  corps  is  a  lack  of  that  thorough  knowl- 
edge of  branches  taught  which  is  necessary  to  successful  teaching, 
and  a  definite  plan  for  teaching  those  branches.  Last  year,  we  em- 
ployed only  23  teachers  with  provisional  or  low-grade  certificates. 
There  were  169  graduates  of  normal  schools,  and  the  remaining  48 
held  professional,  permanent,  State  or  college  certificates.  I  held 
only  three  examinations  this  year:  one  for  professional  certificates, 
one  for  provisional  certificates,  and  one  special  examination  for 
those  who,  on  account  of  valid  reasons,  could  not  attend  before. 
Soon  it  will  be  unnecessary  to  hold  examinations  for  provisional 
certificates;  as  there  will  be  enough  teachers  with  higher  grade 
certificates. 

Efforts  to  Improve. 

At  the  Count}?-  Institute,  the  committee  on  professional  reading 
recommended  and  the  teachers  adopted  as  a  teachers'  reading 
course,  "The  Teaching  of  English,"  by  Carpenter,  Baker,  and  Scott; 
"Human  Behavior,"  by  Colvin  &  Bagley,  and  "The  Pathfinder,"  a 
current  events  weekly  paper.  Beading  circles  were  formed  to  meet 
once  a  month  to  study  this  course.  In  most  of  these  reading  circles 
good  work  was  done. 

In  December  a  class  was  formed  to  prepare  for  examination  for 
the  professional  certificate,  meeting  in  the  office  of  the  county  super- 
intendent for  instruction.  This  class  held  eleven  meetings,  reviewed 
common  branches,  botany,  and  physical  geography,  and  studied 
"The  Teaching  of  English,"  and  "Human  Behavior."  Fourteen  mem- 
bers of  the  class  received  professional  certificates. 

The  County  Teachers'  Institute. 

The  annual  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  in  October.  We  enrolled 
511  teachers  and  had  an  average  daily  attendance  of  506.  The  in- 
structors were:  Dr.  William  E.  Chancellor,  Dr.  Joseph  Swain,  Dr. 
S.  E.  Weber,  Miss  Sara  Phillips  Thomas,  Prof.  D.  E.  Augsburg, 
Prof.  A.  N.  Palmer,  and  Prof.  John  T.  Watkins.  The  institute  was 
generally  regarded  as  successful. 

/  Directors'  Association. 

The  twenty-second  annual  meeting  of  our  Directors'  Association 
was  held  December  17,  1914.  One  hundred  and  fifty  directors  at- 
tended. The  principal  speakers  were  Dr.  L.  L.  Spragne,  president 
of  Wyoming  Seminary,  and  Dr.  William  B.  Straughn,  principal  of 
Mansfield  State  Normal  School.  Their  lectures  were  appropriate 
and   full   of  good   common   sense.     President  E.  B.   Bogers  gave  a 
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very  interesting  address,  packed  with  sound  advice.  The  officers 
elected  for  next  year  are:  President,  E.  G.  Rogers;  vice-presidents, 
F.  D.  Brundage,  and  John  S.  Reese;  secretary,  William  H.  Widdow- 
field;  and  treasurer,  A.  M.  Goodrich.  All  of  these  officers  attended 
the  State  Directors'  Association  at  Harrisburg  except  Mr.  Widdow- 
field,  who  was  kept  home  by  illness  in  his  family. 

Examination  in  Rural  Schools. 

Final  examinations  in  rural  schools  for  admission  to  high  schools 
were  held  May  15,  1915.  Eighty-six  students  from  rural  schools 
were  examined,  but  only  fifty- three  were  recommended  to  high 
schools,  and  some  of  these  were  conditioned.  The  chief  cause  of 
this  poor  showing  in  rural  schools,  is  that  the  older  children  are 
allowed  to  stay  out  of  school  one  or  two  months  in  the  fall,  to  work 
on  the  farms.  Many  farmers,  including  some  of  the  rural  school  di- 
rectors, believe  that  a  farmer  has  a  natural  right  to  keep  his  older 
children  out  of  school  in  September  and  October  to  help  gather  the 
crops.  Thus  they  sacrifice  the  future  prospects  of  their  children 
for  a  present  gain. 


LANCASTER  COUNTY— Daniel  Fleisher. 


We  believe  that  the  schools  of  Lancaster  county  have  been  mak- 
ing progress.    The  belief  is  based  upon  the  following  facts: 

The  school  houses  are  kept  in  better  condition. 

The  health  of  the  children  is  more  carefully  guarded  by  paying 
proper  attention  to  the  sanitary  laws. 

The  teachers  enter  upon  their  work  with  a  better  preparation 
for  their  duties  and  more  professional  zeal  is  manifested. 

The  directors  are  anxious  to  hold  the  good  teachers  and  in  a 
number  of  cases  there  has  been  an  advance  in  salary  made. 

The  School  Houses. 

The  number  of  houses  in  this  county  that  bear  evidence  of  neglect 
is  small.  The  directors  look  closely  after  the  condition  of  their 
buildings.  The  exteriors  are  made  attractive  by  keeping  them 
painted,  and  the  interiors  are  receiving  special  attention.  The  dark 
and  figured  paper  is  now  seldom  found  in  any  of  the  buildings. 
Tasteful  and  restful  tints  are  fast  replacing  the  former  undesirable 
modes  of  decoration.  Many  of  the  rural  school  buildings  compare 
favorably  with  the  good  homes  of  the  community. 
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Sanitation. 

The  directors  by  replacing  the  dark  window  shades  are  permitting 
more  light  and  cheer  to  come  into  the  school  rooms.  The  various 
preparations  used  on  the  floors  have  a  tendency  to  abate  the  dust 
nuisance.  The  water  supply  is  receiving  attention  and  care  is  taken 
to  guard  the  children  against  danger  from  that  source. 

The  Teachers. 

The  teachers  of  the  county  are  awake  to  the  fact  that  this  age 
demands  more  than  former  times.  In  the  scholastic  preparation 
there  has  been  an  improvement  made.  Those  who  apply  for  their 
first  certificate  have  the  equivalent  of  a  high  school  preparation. 
The  weak  ones  fall  by  the  wayside  and  are  given  to  understand  that 
the  teacher  must  have  a  fair  fund  of  information.  The  holders  of 
provisional  certificates,  who  expect  to  remain  in  the  work,  put 
forth  effort  to  gain  the  higher  grade  of  certificate.  A  number  of 
the  teachers  have  taken  the  examination  for  the  State  permanent 
certificate. 

While  the  personality  of  the  teacher  is  a  most  important  element 
in  the  success  or  failure  in  the  school  room,  yet  proper  training 
often  changes  an  unpromising  person  into  a  successful  teacher.  It 
is  hoped  that  in  the  future  many  more  of  our  young  teachers  will 
see  the  necessity  of  special  training  for  their  work. 

The  Summer  Schools. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  a  number  of  the  teachers  have 
been  progressive  enough  to  attend  a  summer  school.  At  Millers- 
ville  we  have  an  excellent  one  right  at  the  door  of  the  teachers  of 
this  county. 

For  the  benefit  of  those  who  have  no  normal  training,  a  school 
of  methods  will  be  conducted  at  the  Millersville  Normal  in  the 
month  of  August.  Members  of  the  faculty  of  the  normal  will  give 
the  instruction  in  methods. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  this  county  loses  nearly  one  hundred 
teachers  of  experience  every  year.  As  a  result  of  this  condition  our 
schools  necessarily  suffer. 

Consolidation. 

Only  one  district  in  this  county  has  attempted  consolidation. 
East  Hempfield  township  has  been  gradually  closing  some  of  the 
schools  and  transporting  the  pupils  to  a  central  school.  Next  year 
Salisbury  township  will  have  a  new  building  at  Gap,  and  the  pupils 
of  five  schools  will  be  placed  in  that  building. 
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Vocational   School. 

West  Lampeter  township  employed  a  properly  trained  teacher  and 
leader  to  take  charge  of  the  department  of  agriculture  in  their  high 
school.  Seventeen  young  men  have  been  pursuing  the  course,  and 
during  the  summer,  the  work  of  these  students  has  been  directed 
while  they  were  engaged  on  the  farm  at  home.  The  results  of  this 
experiment  have  been  satisfactory. 

New  Buildings. 

During  the  year  the  borough  of  Manheim  dedicated  a  new  build- 
ing that  is  a  great  credit  to  the  people.  The  cost  of  the  building 
was  |50,000,  and  the  directors  are  to  be  congratulated  upon  being 
able  to  give  to  the  people  such  a  magnificent  and  admirable  building 
for  such  a  reasonable  cost. 

Quarryville  has  nearly  completed  a  building  that  is  a  departure 
from  the  usual  style  of  construction.  The  basement  is  largely  above 
ground,  and  will  be  used  for  gymnasium  purposes.  Some  of  the 
rooms  will  be  well  adapted  for  manual  training  classes  and  for 
domestic  science.  The  six  class  rooms  will  all  be  on  the  first  floor 
thus  obviating  the  necessity  of  climbing  stairs. 

Coleraine  is  building  a  new  home  for  the  township  high  school  of 
that  district.  Salisbury  township  is  erecting  a  fine  building,  and 
Warwick  township  is  enlarging  the  building  at  Rothsville.  Man- 
heim township  is  providing  better  accommodations  for  the  pupils 
of  the  Eden  primary  and  secondary  schools.  This  new  two-room 
building  will  be  a  credit  to  the  township.  Earl  township  will  also 
have  a  new  building. 

The  County  Institutes. 

The  influence  of  the  annual  institute  is  felt  by  the  people  of  this 
county.  The  last  one  was  very  successful.  The  attendance  was  so 
great  that  at  times  three  large  rooms  were  filled  to  overflowing. 
The  instructors  were  Dr.  O.  T.  Corson,  Dr.  W.  D.  Henderson,  Dr. 
O.  L.  Warren,  and  Miss  Lillian  Johnson. 

The  district  institutes  under  the  direction  of  the  leading  teach- 
ers of  the  county  are  doing  an  important  work.  They  are  well  at- 
tended by  the  teachers. 

Visits  By  the  Superintendent. 

Every  school  in  the  county  received  a  call  from  the  superintend- 
ent and  some  of  the  648  teachers  were  seen  the  second  time. 

Plans  For  the  Euture. 

It  shall  be  our  aim  to  create  a  greater  interest  in  school  house 
and  school  grounds  improvement.     Both  directors  and  teachers  are 
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becoming  awake  to  the  influence  of  attractive  school  surroundings. 
We  shall  endeavor  to  improve  the  quality  of  the  teaching  by  de- 
manding better  scholastic  preparation  on  the  part  of  the  teacher 
and  by  insisting  upon  more  serious  attention  to  the  means  of  pro- 
fessional advancement. 


LAWRENCE  COUNTY— W.  Lee  Gilmore. 


There  are  no  startling  conditions  to  report.  We  believe  the  best 
results  are  obtained  by  consistent,  persistent  effort.  We  have  tried 
to  make  efficiency,  the  eliminiation  of  waste  and  standardization  of 
primary  importance.  We  have  continued  our  efforts  along  the  line 
of  uniformity  by  making  the  course  of  study  a  guide,  but  have  not 
pursued  this  to  the  extent  that  community  interests  and  a  large  de- 
gree of  individual  freedom  met  with  interference. 

Our  pupils'  interest  in  agricultural  education  has  been  greatly 
stimulated  by  the  introduction  of  corn  and  potato  contests.  Some 
of  these  are  maintained  as  local  enterprises  while  others  are  county 
wide  in  scope.  We  hope  to  report  more  fully  on  this  matter  in  an- 
other year. 

Two  hundred  forty-three  pupils  satisfactorily  completed  the 
eighth  grade  work.  A  large  percentage  of  this  number  will  enter 
high  school  next  fall. 

New  buildings  were  erected  in  Taylor,  Mahoning,  Neshannock, 
and  Plain  Grove  districts.  That  in  Plain  Grove  being  a  modern 
four-room  brick  building.  It  will  be  used  as  a  consolidated  school 
having  eleven  grades.  Eight  devoted  to  the  elementary  work  and 
three  to  high  school.  Four  vans  are  used  to  transport  the  pupils 
in  this  district. 

Scott,  Little  Beaver,  Washington,  Wilmington  and  Pulaski  dis- 
tricts also  have  partial  consolidation.  All  these  districts  provide 
for  the  free  transportation  of  pupils.  Plain  Grove,  however,  is  the 
only  one  that  has  made  provision  for  handling  the  pupils  in  grades. 
The  borough  of  Bessemer  made  an  addition  to  its  building  and  now 
it  has  six  rooms  in  operation.  Ellwood  City  has  purchased  the* 
Lawrence  Hotel  building  and  site.  This  is  a  plot  of  ground  nearly 
500  feet  square.  Five  school  rooms  and  a  room  for  the  public  library 
have  been  fitted  up  in  this  building.  The  ultimate  aim  is  to  use 
this  building  site  for  a  complete  and  modern  high  school.    Wampum 
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borough  dedicated  a  thoroughly  modern  school  building  September 
1st,  and  now  have  exceptionally  good  housing  facilities  for  the  grades 
and  high  school. 

During  the  past  year  harmony  and  co-operation  have  prevailed 
in  all  departments  and  all  interests— the  community,  the  directors, 
the  teachers,  the  pulpit,  and  the  press  all  have  combined  to  make  the 
year's  work  valuable. 


LEBANON   COUNTY— John   W.    Snoke. 


At  the  close  of  another  school  year  it  is  highly  fitting  for  those 
closely  connected  with  the  public  schools  to  take  a  retrospective  view 
of  the  educational  work  done  during  the  year.  The  strongest  evi- 
dences of  progress  are  the  continued  interest  our  directors  have 
taken  in  their  various  schools,  the  highly  satisfactory  work  the 
great  majority  of  our  teachers  have  done  in  the  school  room,  at 
the  County  Institute,  at  the  Local  Institutes,  in  the  reading  circles 
and  the  interest  in  school  work  is  general  taken  by  a  majority  of 
both  pupils  and  patrons.  The  pupils  have  invariably  manifested 
a  fine  spirit  and  a  deep  interest  in  their  work  and  most  of  our  pa- 
trons have  earnestly  co-operated  with  the  directors  and  teachers  to 
make  our  schools  more  efficient  than  they  have  ever  been  before. 

Three  new  buildings  were  erected  during  the  past  year.  One  in 
the  borough  of  Palmyra,  one  in  Jackson  district  and  one  in  South 
Lebanon  district.  There  is  a  building  in  course  of  erection  in 
Myerstown.  Since  the  one  in  Palmyra  is  not  entirely  completed 
and  the  grading  and  the  planning  of  the  grounds  is  not  finished  a 
description  of  it  will  be  deferred  until  next  year.  The  other  two 
are  single  room  buildings  located  in  rural  communities.  The  one 
in  Jackson  township  is  a  substantial  brick  building  containing  a 
commodious   school   room,   a   vestibule  and   two   fine   cloak   rooms. 

East  Hanover  installed  three  more  Smith  systems  of  heating  and 
ventilating  and  painted  and  otherwise  beautified  the  interior  of 
three  more  of  their  rooms.  This  district  did  more  to  improve  their 
school  plants  within  the  last  two  years  than  any  other  rural  dis- 
trict in  the  county.  Swatara  district  installed  one  more  Smith 
system  of  heating  and  ventilating  and  painted  the  interior  of  two 
rooms  and  placed  a  metal  ceiling  and  metal  sides  in  another  of 
their  rooms.     North  Londonderry  district  installed  a  Smith  system 


No.  7.  LEBANON  COUNTY.  107 

of  heating  and  ventilating  and  painted  the  interior  of  two  of  their 
rooms.  Heidelberg,  Millcreek,  North  Annville,  North  Cornwall  and 
West  Cornwall  districts  painted  the  interior  of  a  number  of  their 
rooms.  Independent  borough  renovated  the  entire  interior  of  all 
their  buildings  and  introduced  fountain  bubblers.  The  buildings  in 
this  district  are  in  an  ideal  condition.  West  Lebanon  painted  both 
the  exterior  and  the  interior  of  one  of  their  buildings,  thus  making 
it  an  ideal  building.  They  also  bought  a  clock  for  each  room  and 
spent  nearly  fifty  dollars  for  pictures.  Half  of  the  money  spent 
for  pictures  was  realized  by  an  entertainment  held  by  all  the  schools 
of  the  district. 

Each  of  our  four  district  teachers'  associations  has  held  a  full 
day  session  during  the  beginning  of  the  school  term.  On  the  first 
Saturday  of  February  each  of  the  associations  held  a  half  day  ses- 
sion in  the  forenoon  and  a  joint  session  in  the  afternoon.  These 
sessions  were  held  in  the  Lebanon  high  school  building  and  were 
well  attended  by  the  teachers  of  the  city  of  Lebanon.  The  instruc- 
tors at  this  meeting  were  Dr.  P.  M.  Harbold  and  Miss  Lillian  John- 
son, both  from  the  Millersville  State  Normal  School,  and  Supterin- 
tendents  F.  W.  Bobbins,  J.  H.  Alleman  and  Eli  M.  Rapp,  all  of 
whom  gave  the  very  best  of  instruction.  At  the  series  of  the  first 
meetings  we  were  ably  assisted  by  Superintendent  E.  M.  Balsbaugh 
and  Prof.  Ira  R.  Kraybill,  Dr.  C.  H.  Gordinier  and  Miss  Carrie  E. 
Myers,  of  Millersville,  and  Mrs.  Gordon,  of  Boston,  author  of  the 
Gordon  series  of  readers.  The  teachers  are  to  be  highly  commended 
for  the  interest  they  manifested  at  the  meetings.  The  attendance 
of  all  the  sessions  was  nearly  perfect. 

The  County  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  in  St.  Mark's  Reformed 
Church,  Lebanon,  during  the  week  of  October  19-23,  1914.  The  in- 
structors were  Drs.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  S.  C.  Schmucker,  Thomas  C. 
Blaisdell  and  Charles  Henry  Keyes.  J.  W.  Yoder  had  charge  of  the 
music.  Every  one  of  these  men  gave  instruction  of  the  highest 
order.  On  Tuesday  evening  the  Lebanon  County  Teachers'  League 
held  its  annual  meeting;  on  Wednesday  evening  Montaville  Flow- 
ers delivered  a  lecture  on  "Color  Guard  and  Picket  Line";  on  Thurs- 
day evening  the  Cathedral  Choir  rendered  a  concert.  This  was, 
without  any  exception,  the  finest  concert  ever  rendered  before  a 
Lebanon  County  Institute.  Every  teacher  in  the  county  had  en- 
rolled at  the  opening  of  the  first  session,  and  on  Thursday  morn- 
ing of  the  institute  week  every  teacher  in  the  county  had  enrolled 
as  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Educational  Association. 
Twice  during  my  incumbency  did  all  my  teachers  enroll  as  mem- 
bers of  the  P.  S.  E.  A.,  a  distinct  honor  to  the  teachers  of  Lebanon 
county,  since  no  other  county  in  the  State  has  a  similar  record. 
The  institute  was  one  of  the  best  ever  held  in  our  county. 
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The  Directors'  Association  convened  at  Lebanon,  December  4th 
and  5th,  1914.  The  attendance  was  nearly  perfect,  many  of  the  dis- 
tricts having  had  a  full  attendance  of  the  directors.  The  pro- 
gram on  the  first  day's  session  consisted  of  various  questions  per- 
taining principally  to  the  work,  and  the  duties  of  the  school  di- 
rector. These  were  discussed  in  a  general  way  by  the  directors, 
the  county  superintendent  and  Superintendent  E.  M.  Balsbaugh, 
who  rendered  invaluable  services  at  this  convention.  Two  of  the 
most  interesting  features  of  the  first  day's  program  were  a  report 
of  the  State  Directors'  Convention,  very  ably  given  by  Rev.  D.  U. 
Wolff,  D.  D.,  a  director  from  Myerstown,  and  a  report  of  the 
progress  made  in  the  various  districts  given  by  a  director  from 
each  district.  On  the  evening  of  the  first  day  Dr.  E.  E.  Sparks, 
president  of  State  College,  delivered  an  excellent  address  to  a  very 
large  audience.  The  instructors  for  the  second  day  were  Drs.  J. 
Linnwood  Risenberg,  superintendent  of  the  Chester  schools,  and 
C.  H.  Gordinier,  of  the  Millersville  State  Normal  School,  and  Prof. 
R.  M.  McNeal,  from  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction.  All 
of  these  men  gave  the  most  practical  and  the  very  best  instruc- 
tion. 

The  work  done  by  the  Boys'  Agricultural  and  the  Girls'  Domestic 
Science  Clubs  is  worthy  of  special  mention.  Eleven  of  our  dis- 
tricts held  township  exhibits  at  which  prizes  were  awarded  for 
the  best  products.  All  of  these  meetings  were  attended  by  large 
crowds,  in  every  instance  the  room  was  too  small  to  accommodate 
the  people.  We  have  never  undertaken  any  work  which  has  so 
thoroughly  aroused  the  interest  and  the  enthusiasm  of  our  people. 
I  regret  the  fact  that  some  of  our  teachers  are  lukewarm  in  this 
new  field  of  educational  activity.  At  these  township  shows  we 
were  ably  assisted  by  Hon.  Edgar  A.  Weimer,  Dr.  S.  P.  Heilman 
and  Albert  Barnhart.  All  the  banks  of  Lebanon  county  are  liber- 
ally contributing  towards  the  support  of  these  township  exhibits, 
for  which  they  deserve  special  commendation.  There  was  a  fine 
display  of  the  products  of  the  boys  and  girls  at  the  Lebanon  county 
corn  show  and  fruit  exhibition,  held  in  Lebanon,  November  6th 
and  7th,  1914.  The  display  consisted  of  baked  bread,  canned  goods, 
articles  of  sewing,  corn,  potatoes,  and  all  kinds  of  vegetables. 
Prizes  were  awarded  for  the  best  products  brought  to  this  exhibi- 
tion. Jacob  Heilman,  of  North  Annville,  was  successful  in  pro- 
ducing the  largest  yield  of  corn  which  was  at  the  rate  of  one  hun- 
dred three  (103)  bushels  of  shelled  corn  per  acre.  Ralph  Hershey, 
of  West  Cornwall,  produced  the  second  largest  yield  which  was 
at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  one  (101)  bushels  per  acre. 

The  high  schools  in  the  county  are  all  in  a  splendid  condition. 
Annville,   Myerstown   and   Palmyra   are   first   grade   high    schools. 
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Fredericksburg  lias  added  another  year  to  its  course  and  employed 
an  additional  teacher,  thus  making  their  school  a  second  grade 
high  school.  The  high  school  commencements  were  of  an  excep- 
tionally fine  order,  casting  creditable  reflection  upon  both  the 
teachers  and  the  students  in  these  schools. 

I  again  desire  to  extend  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction  for  their  wise  counsel,  to  the  press  of  the  county 
for  its  influence  and  support,  to  the  teachers  and  the  directors  for 
their  loyalty  and  faithful  co-operation  and  to  all  those  who  have 
in  any  way  contributed  to  the  cause  of  public  education. 


LEHIGH   COUNTY— Alvin   Rupp. 


Another  prosperous  year  for  the  schools  of  Lehigh  county  has  been 
concluded.  The  different  agencies  which  help  to  make  the  schools 
of  a  county  properous  have  been  at  work  during  the  year,  and  I 
can  safely  say  that  we  have  advanced  towards  better  things  edu- 
cationally. 

After  all,  the  teachers  are  the  main  factors  in  the  improvement 
of  the  schools.  Their  growth  means  growth  for  the  schools  under 
their  charge,  but  if  they  are  careless  and  indifferent  the  schools 
are  about  the  same. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  many  of  our  teachers  met  in 
monthly,  semi-monthly,  or  weekly  meetings  for  the  discussion  and 
consideration  of  the  various  phases  of  their  work.  In  this  way 
they  overcame  many  of  their  difficulties,  and  were  enabled  to  do 
their  work  in  a  more  intelligent  manner. 

Muhlenberg  College  offered  Saturday  courses  and  many  of  the 
teachers  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunities  thus  afforded 
them.  That  our  teachers  are  improving  intellectually  is  shown  by 
the  marvellous  rapidity  with  which  our  provisional  certificates  are 
decreasing.  They  are  being  reduced  to  the  minimum.  The  entire 
number  granted  this  year  was  twenty-one  (21),  which  is  a  remark- 
ably small,  number  considering  the  fact  that  the  total  number  of 
teachers  in  the  county  for  the  coming  year  will  be  about  three 
hundred  and  fifty-five  (355).  It  will  be  only  a  matter  of  a  few 
years  until  the  teacher  teaching  on  a  provisional  certificate  will  be 
looked  upon  as  a  sort  of  a  curiosity. 
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There  were  no  evening  schools  conducted  in  our  county  this 
year  except  in  the  borough  of  Ooplay,  and  this  was  not  strictly  in 
connection  Avith  the  public  schools.  A  number  of  foreigners  ex- 
pressed the  desire  to  familiarize  themselves  with  the  English  lan- 
guage and  to  study  the  fundamentals  of  our  American  government. 
They  met  several  evenings  each  week  in  the  basement  of  the  Luth- 
eran church  and  were  instructed  by  several  of  the  public  school 
teachers. 

Parent-teacher  associations  were  conducted  regularly  at  Coplay 
and  Emaus,  and  a  great  deal  of  good  seems  to  have  been  accom- 
plished at  both  places. 

A  four-room  building  was  erected  at  Keiper's  in  Hanover  town- 
ship and  an  eight-room  building  at  Mountainville  in  Salisbury 
township.  The  building  at  Mountainville  cost  about  $30,000,  and 
is  a  model  building.  It  will  accommodate  not  only  the  schools  in 
the  village  but  a  number  of  the  surrounding  schools.  The  directors 
have  already  arranged  to  close  a  number  of  the  surrounding  schools 
and  transport  the  pupils  to  Mountainville.  I  wish  that  more  of 
our  boards  would  move  in  the  matter  of  consolidation.  At  Foun- 
tain Hill  a  four-room  addition  is  being  erected.  This  will  give 
them  ample  school  facilities  for  a  long  time.  A  new  high  school 
building  is  in  course  of  erection  at  Emaus.  It  is  expected  to  have 
it  ready  for  occupancy  by  the  opening  of  the  next  term.  Upper 
Macungie  expects  to  erect  two  new  buildings  during  the  summer, 
one  at  Trexlertown  and  one  at  Breiningsville.  The  one  at  Trexler- 
town  will  be  an  addition  to  their  two-room  building,  thus  making 
room  for  a  third  school.  At  Breiningsville  there  are  two  small 
schools  which  will  be  consolidated  and  a  new  building  erected  for 
its  accommodation.  Upper  Macungie  has  a  number  of  school 
houses  that  have  been  unfit  for  use  for  a  number  of  years.  The 
light  space,  air  space  and  floor  space  are  entirely  inadequate  for 
the  number  of  scholars  to  be  accommodated. 

The  attendance  during  the  past  term  was  fair,  there  having  been 
comparatively  little  sickness  of  a  contagious  nature. 

The  compulsory  law  is  being  enforced  to  a  limited  degree.  In 
many  cases  almost  any  excuse  is  accepted,  and  this  in  time  will 
have  a  tendency  to  create  lax  attendance. 

The  teachers  for  next  term  are  about  all  appointed  and  unless 
all  signs  fail,  we  may  expect  a  good  school  year.  In  Salisbury  and 
Hanover  the  term  has  been  increased  from  eight  to  nine  months 
each,  and  in  North  Whitehall  and  South  "Whitehall  to  eight 
months  each.  The  districts  of  Upper  Milford,  South  Whitehall, 
Lynn,  Salisbury,  Upper  Saucon  and  Lower  Macungie  have  in- 
creased the  salary  to  $55. 

The  County  Institute  was  held  during  the  week  of  October  12th. 
Every  teacher  was  in  attendance.     The  instruction  was  of  a  high 
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order  and  thoroughly  appreciated  by  the  teachers.  The  instruc- 
tors were  Miss  Schreiber,  Dr.  Eisenberg,  Dr.  Armstrong,  Dr. 
Rothermel,  Dr.  Haas  and  Dr.  Curtis. 

Six  local  institutes  were  held  in  different  sections  of  the  county 
and  all  were  well  attended. 


LUZERNE  COUNTY— Frank  P.  Hopper. 


The  schools  under  my  jurisdiction  have  shoAvn  marked  improve- 
ment during  the  year.  The  teachers,  directors  and  patrons  have 
manifested  a  deep  interest  in  the  work.  In  general  there  was 
more  enthusiasm  shown  than  during  any  previous  year  and  the 
results  have  been  satisfactory. 

The  teachers  are  taking  an  interest  in  personal  improvement. 
During  the  year  they  studied  "The  Works  of  the  Rural  Schools," 
by  Eggleston;  "Methods  of  Teaching,"  by  Charters,  and  "Better 
Schools,"  by  Gregory.  By  having  these  works  discussed  in  the 
district  meetings  and  by  having  the  examination  in  Methods  of 
Teaching  upon  the  contents  of  these  books  the  teachers  have  de- 
rived much  profit  from  them.  In  addition  to  offering  this  course 
of  professional  reading,  the  teachers  are  urged  to  attend  summer 
schools  and  many  of  them  are  taking  advantage  of  the  courses 
offered  by  the  various  educational  institutions. 

In  many  of  the  districts  evening  schools  were  opened  for  vo- 
cational work.  This  work  is  just  nicely  taking  root  now  and  as 
time  advances  these  schools  are  likely  to  become  quite  general. 
In  one  or  two  districts  they  are  experimenting  with  vacation 
schools  and  these  are  likely  to  become  a  permanent  fixture. 

No  county  in  the  State  has  made  more  progress  in  building  than 
has  Luzerne.  Many  new  up-to-date,  commodious  and  beautiful 
buildings  have  been  completed  during  the  year  and  many  are  now 
in  course  of  construction.  The  districts  deserving  special  mention 
in  building  enterprise  are  Conyngham  township,  Duryea,  Edwards- 
ville,  Hanover  township,  Hughestown  borough,  Jenkins  township, 
Kingston  borough,  Larksville,  Luzerne,  Pittston  township,  Plains, 
Plymouth  township,  Pringle,  Swoyersville,  Sugar  Notch,  Warrior 
Run,  Wyoming,  and  Wilkes-Barre  township. 

The  appointment  of  four  assistant  county  superintendents  will 
give  a  new  impetus  to  educational  work  in  this  great  county.  These 
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assistants  will  be  kept  busy  supervising  schools  and  rendering  as- 
sistance where  it  is  needed.  Teachers  will  be  instructed  to  follow 
the  course  of  study  carefully  and  the  work  will  be  systematized 
and  made  more  effective.  Teachers'  meetings  will  be  organized  for 
the  general  discussion  of  plans  for  improvement  in  every  phase  of 
school  work. 

The  County  Institute  was  held  during  the  week  beginning  Mon- 
day, October  26th,  in  I  rem  Temple,  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.  There  were 
1,188  teachers  enrolled  and  the  week  was  a  very  profitable  one. 
The  instructors  were  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  State  Superintend- 
ent of  Public  Instruction;  Miss  Mae  E.  Schreiber,  Boston;  Dr.  C. 
Alphonso  Smith,  University  of  Virginia ;  Dr.  Frank  P.  Graves, 
University  of  Pennsylvania;  Dr.  Henry  L.  South wieh,  Boston,  and 
Prof.  Robert  J.  McDowell,  Pittsburgh,  the  latter  having  charge 
of  the  music. 

The  Luzerne  County  School  Directors'  Association  met  in 
Wilkes-Barre,  January  14th,  1915.  Talks  were  given  by  Dr.  Nathan 
C.  Schaeffer,  Dr.  Louis  W.  Rapeer  and  Mr.  J.  G.  Laidecker.  About 
60  per  cent,  of  the  directors  of  the  county  attended  the  meeting 
and  the  interest  was  keen. 

During  the  year  I  made  1,064  visits  and  offered  help  and  en- 
couragement to  those  who  found  the  work  difficult.  Often-times 
a  word  of  warning  or  advice  offered  opportunely  to  a  weak  teacher 
is  productive  of  much  good  to  both  teacher  and  school. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Department  for  helpful  information, 
to  the  press  for  publishing  educational  happenings  from  time  to 
time,  to  the  school  directors  for  their  active  interest,  to  the  teach- 
ers who  have  been  loyal  and  faithful,  and  to  the  patrons  for  their 
courteous  treatment  of  teachers  and  school  officials. 


LYCOMING  COUNTY— -G.  B.  Milnor. 


During  the  year  marked  progress  was  made  in  many  lines  of 
school  work  throughout  the  county.  Although  contagious  diseases 
prevailed  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  in  many  sections  the 
attendance  was  kept  in  the  neighborhood  of  90  per  cent.  The  num- 
ber of  pupils  perfect  in  attendance  and  punctuality  was  much 
larger  than  usual  and  the  interest  manifested  by  patrons  and 
teachers  in  meetings  of  a  combined  social  and  educational  nature 
showed   an   advance   over  previous  years.     All   the   boroughs   and 
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many  of  the  townships  have  now  organized  regular  parent-teachers 
associations.  In  addition  to  these  meetings,  twenty-one  local  in- 
stitutes were  so  arranged  as  to  reach  the  work  of  the  schools  in 
every  part  of  the  county. 

Through  the  co-operation  of  the  home  and  the  school  by  means 
of  socials  and  entertainments  the  work  of  improving  the  school 
interior  and  exterior  was  continued  during  the  year.  Libraries 
were  enlarged  and  many  pictures  purchased.  Interiors  were  dec- 
orated, grounds  cleaned  and  suitable  playground  apparatus  in- 
stalled. 

The  entire  amount  raised  through  the  schools  for  this  purpose 
was  |3,118.06.  The  districts  raising  the  largest  amounts  were: 
Hepburn,  $209.61;  Jersey  Shore,  $197.91;  Loyalsock,  $850.10;  Ly- 
coming, $133.10;  Muncy  borough,  $102.70;  South  Williamsport, 
$2S6.  Many  rural  districts  raised  from  fifty  to  seventy-five  dollars 
for  school  improvement. 

The  number  of  educational  meetings  held  in  the  county  during 
the  year  was  221.  Of  this  number  Cascade  held  12;  Hepburn,  17; 
Jersey  Shore,  24;  Loyalsock,  23;  Mclntyre,  10;  Montgomery,  22; 
Muncy,  12;  South  Williamsport,  14.  The  number  of  patrons'  visits 
to  the  schools  was  4,779,  and  the  number  of  special  exercises  held, 
951.  Nine  hundred  thirty- two  pupils  were  perfect  in  attendance 
and  punctuality  and  were  given  certificates.  Of  this  number  Cas- 
cade reported  23 ;  Hughesville  35 ;  Loyalsock,  71 ;  Muncy  township,  41 ; 
Muncy,  33;  South  Williamsport,  76;  Cogan  House,  26;  Jersey 
Shore,  120.  One  hundred  seventy-five  pupils  were  granted  common 
school  diplomas;  134  non-resident  pupils  attended  the  borough  high 
schools  and  148  pupils  of  the  public  schools  were  perfect  in  at- 
tendance and  punctuality  for  three  consecutive  years. 

The  County  Teachers'  Institute  held  at  Muncy  during  the  week 
of  December  14  was  a  most  helpful  and  inspiring  meeting.  The 
instructors  were  Dr.  W.  D.  Henderson,  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan ;  Dr. 
S.  R.  Shear,  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. ;  Dr.  Byron  W.  King,  Pittsburgh; 
Miss  Margaret  T.  Maguire,  Philadelphia;  Dr.  F.  W.  Bobbins,  Wil- 
liamsport, and  Prof.  O.  H.  Yetter,  Bloomsburg.  The  evening  at- 
tractions were  Montraville  Wood,  Strickland  W.  Gillilan,  the 
Harmony  Concert  Party  and  the  Military  Girls.  Over  one  hundred 
directors  were  present  on  Thursday  when  two  interesting  sessions 
for  directors  were  held  and  a  number  of  important  school  ques- 
tions discussed.  The  display  of  pupils'  work  in  both  quality  and 
quantity  surpassed  that  of  any  previous  year. 

Dr.  Arthur  Holmes,  of  State  College,  Dr.  Byron  W.  King  and 
Dr.  F.  F.  Bobbins  addressed  meetings  of  the  Teachers'  Exchange. 
The  meetings   through    the  year  were  interesting    and    profitable. 
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Much  interest  was  shown  by  the  teachers  in  the  use  of  the  library 
which  now  contains  one  hundred  of  the  best  modern  books  on  edu- 
cation. The  annual  meeting  of  the  County  Teachers'  Association 
was  held  in  Montoursville  in  February.  An  interesting  conference 
of  high  school  teachers  was  held  in  the  morning.  Hon.  Emerson 
Collins,  Prof.  A.  M.  Weaver,  W.  W.  Champion,  Esq.,  and  County 
Agriculturist  R.  H.  Bell  addressed  the  afternoon  meeting.  The 
evening  lecture,  The  European  Situation,  was  given  by  Dr.  J.  H. 
Harris,  president  of  Bucknell  University. 

The  instructors  for  the  annual  Directors'  Convention  in  May 
were  Dr.  Harold  W.  Foght,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  and  Dr.  F.  W. 
Bobbins  of  Williamsport.  Beports  of  the  State  Convention  were 
made  by  the  delegates,  P.  F.  Hartranft,  Clinton  township;  L.  J. 
Holmes,  Jersey  Shore,  and  H.  G.  Eisenmenger,  Eldred.  Great  in- 
terest was  manifested  in  the  subjects  treated  and  the  meeting 
should  result  in  much  good  for  the  county  schools. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  Loyalsock  township  took  a  step  in 
advance  by  selecting  B.  L.  Hausknecht,  principal  of  the  Center 
building  as  supervisor  of  the  entire  township.  Frequent  meetings 
of  the  supervisor  and  teachers  were  held  during  the  year,  a  new 
course  of  study  was  adopted,  the  work  of  the  township  unified  and 
the  standard  of  education  raised  throughout  the  district.  Forty 
pupils  were  graduated  at  the  township  commencement  exercises 
and  almost  the  entire  class  was  admitted  to  the  Williamsport  high 
school.  Hon.  Emerson  Collins,  of  Williamsport,  made  the  com- 
mencement address. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  acknowledge  the  generous  assistance  and 
continued  co-operation  of  the  teachers,  patrons,  directors,  the  pub- 
lic press  and  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 


M'KEAN  COUNTY— C.  W.  Lillibridge. 


The  school  year  has  been  marked  by  advancement  in  several  of 
the  factors  which  make  an  efficient  school  system. 

Our  teaching  force  constantly  manifests  a  growing  professional 
zeal  and  enthusiasm.  While  fifty-four  of  our  232  teachers  hold 
provisional  certificates  yet  practically  all  of  those  holding  cer- 
tificates of  the  lowest  grade  are  graduates  of  first-class 
high  schools  and  have  attended  summer  school  for  a  thorough 
review  of  the  common  branches  and  a  minimum  amount  of  pro- 
fessional  reading.     Fifty-three   of   our   teachers   hold   professional 
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certificates.  All  of  these  attended  either  a  first-class  summer 
school,  State  College  or  Grove  City,  or  did  work  at  a  normal 
school.  Forty-three  per  cent,  of  our  teaching  force  hold  college  or 
normal  school  certificates. 

During  the  year  ten  local  teachers'  institutes  were  held.  With 
no  exception  these  meetings  were  well  attended  by  teachers  and 
patrons.  In  many  instances  more  patrons  were  present  than 
teachers.  We  feel  that  several  communities,  because  of  these  local 
institutes,  have  a  broader  conception  of  the  aims  of  the  public 
schools.  One  meeting  of  the  county  Pomona  grange  was  given  over 
to  educational  topics.  The  superintendent  and  others  engaged  in 
educational  work  attended  this  meeting  and  discussed  matters  of 
immediate  interest  to  the  rural  schools. 

Supervision. 

Lack  of  close  supervision  with  kindly  but  pointed  criticism  has 
been  a  long  felt  need  in  the  rural  schools  of  the  State.  Three  of 
our  townships,  Hamilton,  Hamlin  and  Wetmore,  have  in  the  past 
employed  supervising  principals  who  should  teach  four  days  of 
the  week  and  spend  the  fifth  day  in  township  supervision.  This 
plan  has  worked  very  well,  however,  Foster  township  last  year  did 
even  better  by  employing  a  supervisor  for  her  twelve  schools  who 
should  have  no  teaching  to  do.  Keating  following  this  example 
will  in  the  coming  year  have  a  like  plan  for  her  seventeen  schools. 
Thus  one-third  of  our  townships  have  provided  competent  men  who 
devote  more  or  less  of  their  time  to  the  supervision  of  the  rural, 
ungraded  schools.  We  are  beginning  to  see  results  in  the  splendid 
work  being  done  by  our  eighth  grade  pupils  of  the  townships.  Of 
the  26  eighth  graders  who  presented  themselves  before  the  com- 
mittees for  examination  one  hundred  seventy-eight  were  success- 
ful. 

Health  and  Attendance  of  Pupils. 

As  no  serious  epidemics  occurred  during  the  year  the  school 
term  was  unbroken  and  our  attendance  for  the  year  has  surpassed 
our  previous  records.  Last  September  the  percentage  of  attend- 
ance by  districts  was  given  wide  publicity  and  a  strong  plea  was 
made  for  better  attendance  for  the  school  years  1914-15.  The  re- 
sult by  schools  and  districts  has  surpassed  our  highest  expecta- 
tions. Only  twenty-nine  of  our  232  schools  have  a  percentage  of 
attendance  for  the  term  of  less  than  ninety.  Liberty  has  the  low- 
est term  average  by  district,  90  per  cent.  Smethport  borough  with 
a  term  percentage  of  97  is  first  while  Port  Allegany  and  Lewis 
Run  boroughs,  Wetmore  and  Norwich  townships  have  good  term 
percentage  of  95.     The  grammar  schools  of  East  Kane  and  Nor- 
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wick  each  have  a  term  average  of  98$  per  cent.  In  the  former 
school  seven  pupils  of  an  attendance  of  sixteen  were  neither  tardy 
nor  absent  during  the  school  year  of  nine  months.  In  the  latter 
school  sixteen  pupils  out  of  an  attendance  of  thirty-six  were 
neither  tardy  nor  absent,  during  the  same  period.  Other  schools 
did  nearly  as  well.  The  percentage  of  attendance  for  the  county 
is  better  than  92§  per  cent. 

New  Buildings  and   Repairs. 

The  present  school  year  has  brought  about  many  changes  in  new 
buildings  and  repairs.  In  fact  there  are  very  few  districts  which 
did  not  expend  considerable  money  in  repainting  and  furnishing 
school  buildings. 

The  most  notable  example  along  this  line  is  the  new  $35,000 
school  building  erected  at  Ludlow  by  Hamilton  township.  This 
building  is  modern  in  every  detail  and  is  a  credit  to  the  public 
spirit  of  the  community  and  especially  to  the  board  of  directors 
who  have  made  the  building  possible.  This  structure  is  made  of 
dark  red  brick  with  black  mortar.  It  is  equipped  with  a  large  audi- 
torium with  rostrum,  gymnasium  with  hot  and  cold  shower  baths 
for  both  boys  and  girls,  modern  heating  and  electric  lights,  and 
schools  rooms  with  every  convenience. 

The  school  facilities  of  Smethport  borough  being  inadequate  a 
fine  four-room  building  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  $13,000.  This 
structure  is  modern  in  every  respect  and  places  the  school  plant 
of  Smethport  in  a  position  to  serve  the  best  interests  of  the  com- 
munity. 

The  directors  of  Wetmore  township  built  a  model  one-room 
school  near  Kane.  This  building  has  chemical  closets  and  cloak 
rooms  for  both  boys  and  girls.  The  steel  walls  and  ceiling  are 
decorated  in  a  very  pleasing  manner.  The  building  presents  a  very 
attractive  appearance.  We  should  have  more  of  them  in  McKean 
county. 

Extensive  repairs  and  additions  were  made  to  the  Mt.  Jewett 
borough  building  in  order  that  the  high  school  and  grades  might 
have  needed  school  facilities.  The  high  school  auditorium  was  re- 
modeled and  an  excellent  physical  and  chemical  labratory  added 
to  the  equipment. 

Course   of   Study. 

During  the  school  year  our  pupils  and  teachers  have  followed  the 
county  course  of  study,  based  on  the  syllabus  prepared  by  the  De- 
partment, made  by  the  superintendent  and  a  committee  of  teachers 
to  fit  more  nearly  the  local  conditions  and  needs.  Bimonthly  ques- 
tions covering  the  work  outlined  in  the  course,  Thompson's  Essen- 
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tials  in  arithmetic,  Koch's  test  in  the  same  subject  as  well  as  other 
materials  of  a  practical  and  suggestive  nature  have  been  sent  to 
pupils  and  teachers. 

Believing  that  directors,  teachers,  patrons  and  pupils  are  each 
year  becoming  more  efficiently  active,  I  have  the  honor  of  sub- 
mitting this  annual  report. 


MERCER   COUNTY— H.   E.   McConnell. 


The  statistical  report  for  the  year  shows  forty-three  teachers 
who  have  had  no  previous  experience,  one  hundred  twenty  teachers 
holding  provisional  certificates,  fifty-five  professional  certificates, 
twenty-five  permanent  certificates,  one  hundred  eight  State  normal 
certificates,  and  forty -nine  college  certificates. 

We  believe  our  teachers  are  improving  year  by  year  in  the  way 
of  better  preparation  for  the  work.  They  are  coming  to  realize 
that  a  teacher's  position  is  a  real  man's  or  woman's  job  and  worthy 
of  his  or  her  best  efforts. 

Many  improvements  have  been  made  during  the  year.  Many 
buildings  have  been  repaired  and  painted,  yards  graded  and  a 
general  clean-up  made.  Grove  City  completed  and  occupied  a 
splendid  high  school  building. 

The  30th  day  of  October  was  set  aside  for  Agricultural  Display 
Day  in  our  rural  schools.  Nearly  all  schools  observed  the  day. 
Added  to  the. fine  display  was  a  dinner  and  literary  program.  No 
movement  for  years  has  created  so  much  interest  and  activity  as 
this  day.  People  who  had  not  visited  the  schools  for  twenty  years 
were  present. 

Mercer  county  has  taken  much  interest  in  boys'  and  girls'  club 
activities.  Our  county  has  won  the  Boys'  State  Corn  Club  contest, 
also  the  Girls'  State  Garden  and  Canning  contest.  At  ait  annual 
round-up  more  than  fifteen  hundred  people  were  present.  "Team 
Work"  has  been  our  motto. 

We  also  have  been  much  awake  to  the  vocational  idea  in  our 
schools.  A  Department  of  Agriculture  was  established  at  Mercer, 
which  was  a  splendid  success.  This  year  we  will  establish  one  at 
Stoneboro,  one  at  West  Middlesix,  and  a  purely  vocational  school 
at  Fredonia.  Fredonia  Institute  has  been  given  over  for  this  pur- 
pose.    We  look  forward   to  better  things  for  Mercer  county. 
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Our  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  in  October  and  was  one  of  the 
most  successful  ever  held  in  the  county.  Miss  Jessie  Field  was 
with  us  for  the  entire  week.  She  was  a  real  inspiration  and 
source  of  help  to  our  rural  teachers. 

Our  boys'  and  girls'  camps  are  a  real  pleasure  to  our  boys  and 
girls.  Trough  these  camps  we  are  able  to  get  nearer  their  lives  and 
thus  help  to  direct  their  acitivties  along  right  lines. 

The  annual  directors'  meeting  was  one  of  great  benefit  to  the 
directors.  Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  Superintendent  R.  B.  Teitrick, 
Prof.  Frank  E.  Baker  and  Dr.  C.  B.  Robertson  were  the  instruc- 
tors and  well  did  they  do  their  part. 

While  many  times  we  have  asked  ourself,  "Which  Way?"  and 
"What  Next?"  The  way  seems  dark  and  difficult  at  times.  Yet 
taking  all  things  into  consideration,  the  educational  interests  in 
the  county  are  in  good  condition,  the  future  prospects  are  bright 
and  with  the  hearty  co-operation  of  all  our  educational  forces,  a 
much  higher  ideal  can  be  reached. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  the  teachers,  the  directors,  the 
press  and  all  those  interested  in  public  school  work  for  their  in- 
terest, help  and  support,  also  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion and  the  State  Board  of  Education  for  their  assistance  and 
advice  in  matters  pertaining  to  the  work  of  this  office. 


MIFFLIN  COUNTY— Lawrence  Ruble. 


In  submitting  my  first  annual  report  it  gives  me  pleasure  to 
say  that  the  school  work  in  Mifflin  county  has  been  progressive 
and  shows  marked  activity  along  educational  lines. 

There  were  two  new  houses  built  during  the  past  year.  One  a 
single  room  rural  school  in  Bratton  township  built  according  to 
State  specifications.  It  is  also  provided  with  a  furnace  in  the 
basement,  and  is  the  finest  one-room  building  in  the  county.  A 
new  high  school  building  was  built  in  connection  with  the  graded 
school  at  Burnham  which  is  convenient  and  fills  the  need  of  this 
borough  nicely.  The  Burnham  board  was  the  first  to  place  a  vic- 
trola  in  their  schools. 

Throughout  the  county  many  houses  were  repaired.  There  are 
still  some  that  should  be  replaced  with  new  ones.  Several  new 
heating  furnaces  were  installed  instead  of  the  old-fashioned  coal 
stoves. 
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The  attendance  was  unusually  good,  there  being  very  little  sick- 
ness or  disease  throughout  the  county.  Medical  inspection  was 
made  in  nearly  all  the  schools. 

There  were  608  pupils  who  received  certificates  of  attendance. 
Of  this  number  285  were  perfect  in  attendance  being  neither  tardy 
nor  absent.  The  remaining  323  were  present  every  day  but  tardy. 
There  were  163  more  pupils  attended  every  day  this  year  than 
the   preceding  year. 

We  are  pleased  to  say  that  all  of  the  137  teachers  of  the  county 
as  well  as  all  teachers  of  Lewistown  borough  are  members  of  the 
Mifflin  County  Teachers'  Association,  this  being  the  first  year 
that  every  teacher  joined. 

The  association  holds  four  meetings  every  year.  They  were  held 
at  the  following  places:  the  annual  picnic  at  Gibboney's  Park  in 
September,  the  business  meeting  at  Lewistown  during  Institute 
week,  a  meeting  at  Milroy  which  was  addressed  by  Dr.  Boyer,  a 
meeting  at  McVeytown  in  which  members  of  the  association  fur- 
nished the  program. 

Parent-teacher  meetings  were  held  in  several  districts  in  which 
quite  an  interest  was  awakened.  Quite  a  number  of  teachers  are 
attending  summer  normals  and  colleges  and  quite  a  few  are  at 
State  College.  We  are  glad  to  note  this  desire  to  increase  ef- 
ficiency. 

There  were  101  applicants  examined  for  provisional  certificates 
and  four  of  these  were  rejected.  Fifteen  took  the  professional  ex- 
amination. 

Our  County  Institute  was  held  in  the  court  house  at  Lewistown 
November  23-27.  All  teachers  were  present.  The  instructors  were: 
Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  State  Superintendent,  llarrisburg,  Pa.;  Dr. 
John  Harris,  L.L.  D.,  president  Bucknell  University,  Lewisburg, 
Pa.;  Prof.  O.  L.  Warren,  Elmira,  N.  Y.;  Superintendent  L.  H. 
Hinkle,   Bedford   county,   Pa.;    J.   Thomas   Baker,    Reynolds,    111. 

The  music  was  directed  by  Rev.  Dorsey  N.  Miller  and  wife  of 
Lewistown. 

The  evening  attractions  were  as  follows:  Monday  evening,  lec- 
ture, Feuds  and  Feudists  of  Kentucky,  by  J.  Thomas  Baker;  Tues- 
day evening,  Jubilee  Singers;  Wednesday  evening,  lecture,  "What 
is  a  Man  Worth?"  by  Dr.  James  Hedley;  Thursday  evening,  Wal- 
lace Concert  Company. 

The  Directors'  Association  met  in  court  house  at  Lewistown, 
January  23-24.  Several  directors  took  part  in  the  discussions.  The 
evening  session  was  addressed  by  C.  H.  Gordinier,  of  Millersville. 
Professor  Gordinier  also  addressed  the  directors  following  fore- 
noon on  the  subject,  "The  Director  as  Supervisor." 
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The  high  school  entrance  and  common  school  diploma  examina- 
tion was  held  at  eleven  different  places  throughout  the  county  on 
the  same  day,  the  examinations  being  uniform.  There  were  161 
pupils  examined.  Fifty  of  these  received  diplomas.  Fifty-four 
others  were  recommended  for  high  school  entrance. 

Death  entered  the  ranks  of  the  directorate  and  removed  James 
Sayers  of  Ryde,  who  has  been  a  member  of  Wayne  township  school 
board  for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  a  Christian  gentleman  and 
was  honored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 

The  county  superintendent  visited  all  schools  in  the  county 
twice,  except  two,  which  were  closed  when  the  visit  was  made  in 
the  district. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  Department  for  information  and.  help  re- 
ceived, the  county  papers  for  the  interest  they  have  shown,  and 
directors  and  others  who  have  been  a  help  to  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion during  the  year. 


MONROE  COUNTY-  -F.  Koehler 


Unusual  educational  sentiment  exists  in  Monroe  county  at  present, 
which  is  constantly  crystallizing  into  some  form  of  education  better 
and  more  adaptable  than  the  old. 

School  Directors  Progressive. 

This  interest  is  manifesting  itself  most  clearly  insomuch  that  our 
directors  are  continually  trying  to  better  school  conditions  by  con- 
solidation of  schools,  by  furnishing  transportation  whenever  feasible, 
by  lengthening  the  school  term  and  by  the  employment  of  well  quali- 
fied teachers  at  higher  salaries. 

Teachers  Commended  for  Attending  Summer  Schools. 

Many  of  our  teachers  are  spending  their  vacation  period  attending 
Summer  Normals,  State  College,  and  Universities  in  order  to  become 
better  fitted  and  more  efficient  in  carrying  forward  the  educational 
activities  outlined  by  our  State  Department. 

During  the  past  we  have  frequently  neglected  to  consider  properly 
the  best  forms  of  education  for  the  masses  to  fit  them  for  industry; 
we  gave  our  best  talent  and  our  time  to  the  education  for  the  profes- 
sions, general  knowledge,  and  culture. 
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By  neglecting  industrial  education,  we  have  allowed  our  indus- 
tries to  lag  behind  until  captains  of  industry  now  find  their  problems 
very  difficult  and  society  is  somewhat  disturbed. 

When  everyone  shall  once  understand  that  all  successful  effort  is 
work,  and  not  be  ashamed  of  it,  when  education  shall  mean- work  on 
our  farms,  in  our  homes,  in  our  industries,  as  well  as  work  in  the  pro- 
fessions and  in  commercial  offices,  ivhen  we  have  a  form  of  education 
adapted  to  our  homes  and  industries  then  there  will  grow  up  a  respect 
for  all  educated  men  in  all  lines  of  effort,  and  ivhat  is  most  important, 
there  will  folloiv  a  greater  capacity  for  earning  a  livelihood,  thereby 
increasing  man's  sociability  icitJi  mankind. 

Homemaking  Department. 

The  borough  of  Stroudsburg  has  acted  wisely  in  instituting  a  Home- 
making  Department  in  the  already  efficient  school  system  established 
during  the  past  years. 

Many  of  the  students  who  will  enter  this  department  will  in  the 
near  future  return  silent  thanks  to  the  progressive  board  of  directors 
who,  when  once  convinced  of  its  practicability,  did  not  hesitate  to 
spare  either  time  or  money  in  giving  to  our  young  the  great  advantage 
a  course  in  homemaking  affords. 

Joint  Vocational  School. 

In  the  west  end  of  our  county  several  meetings  were  held  to  con- 
sider the  establishment  of  a  Joint  Vocational  School  which  will  af- 
ford a  four  year  academic  course  in  addition  to  a  course  in  agriculture 
and  homemaking. 

Great  credit  must  be  given  to  the  directors  of  Chestuu thill,  Ross, 
Eldred,  and  Polk  townships  who  even  left  the  wheat  in  the  field  and 
rye  in  shock,  to  attend  some  of  the  meetings. 

Till  another  year  has  rolled  around,  we  will  no  doubt  be  enabled  to 
record  the  establishment  of  a  Vocational  School  somewhere  in  Monroe 
county. 

New  Buildings. 

Polk  township  erected  a  one  room  building  at  Dorsheimers.  Pocono 
township  erected  a  two  room  building  at  Scotrun  to  mdace  the  old 
one  room  building. 

Barrett  township  erected  a  modern  four  room  building  at  Mountain- 
home. 

All  these  buildings  meet  with  the  State  requirements. 

Paradise  township  is  now  erecting  a  model  two  room  building  with 
inside  lavatories  and  a  good  heating  system. 

Bushkill  Joint  high  school  will  have  a  new  building,  meeting  with 
State  requirements, 
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East  Stroudsburg  is  erecting  a  $40,000  high  school  building  to  ac- 
commodate its  increasing  number  of  students.  This  will  be  one  of 
the  best  equipped  and  most  modern  structures  in  northeastern  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Agricultural  and  Domestic  Science  Clubs. 

Great  activity  and  enthusiasm  is  prevailing  in  our  county  along 
agricultural  and  homemaking  lines. 

Twenty-one  agricultural  and  domestic  science  clubs  were  organized 
during  the  year  with  a  total  membership  of  more  than  1,000.  These 
clubs  adopted  in  substance  the  constitution  and  by-laws  for  such 
clubs  as  outlined  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Agriculture. 

Agricultural  and  Rural  Life  Day  will  be  celebrated  during  October, 
1915,  in  nearly  all  of  our  townships. 

These  clubs  will  arrange  an  agricultural  and  educational  exhibit  in 
their  respective  localities.  The  winners  of  these  local  contests  be- 
come the  chief  contestants  for  prizes  at  our  County  Institute  which 
will  be  held  in  November,  1915. 

Interesting  Contests. 

The  interest  manifasted  in  our  different  contests  for  which  suitable 
prizes  were  awarded  has  been  very  gratifying  to  all  our  educational 
forces.    The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  contests: 

1.  Prize  Essay  Contest  for  Ayrshire  Calf  offered  by  Charles  F. 
Jenkins,  Philadelphia. 

2.  Prize  Essay  Contest  conducted  by  W.  C.  T.  U. 

3.  Prize  Essay  Contest  conducted  by  the  Pocono  Protective  Fire 
Association. 

4.  The  County  Spelling  Contest,  fostered  by  suitable  prizes  offered 
by  some  of  our  progressive  wide-awake  business  men. 

County  Institute. 
The  County  Institute  was  held  in  the  Stroudsburg  high  school  audi- 
torium, November  9-13. 

The  instructors  and  evening  entertainments  were  as  follows: 
Drs.  Ralph  L.  Johnson,  Amos  C.  Rothermel,  E.  L.  Kemp,  J.  George 
Becht;  Profs.  Wm.  W.  Denison,  L.  H.  Dennis,  D.  H.  Lewis;  Misses 
Lotta  Shremp  and  Julia  Dale;  Dr.  Frank  Bennett  Lane,  Marjory 
Lacey,  Walter  Eccles  and  College  Girls,  The  Collegians. 

Directors'  Convention. 
The  Directors'  Convention  was  one  of  the  best  ever  held  in  our 
county.     Addresses  were  made  by  Drs.  Becht,  Johnson,  Rothermel, 
W.  L.  Angle;  directors,  Benj.  Place,  Charles  Decker,  and  others  also 
gave  some  very  valuable  and  suggestive  addresses. 
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Permit  me  to  thank  the  officials  of  the  State  Department  for  their 
kind  advice  and  assistance,  the  press  of  our  county  for  publishing  all 
the  school  news,  the  efficient  corps  of  teachers  and  directors  of  our 
county  for  the  many  kind  and  helpful  suggestions,  and  all  others  who 
have  helped  by  word  or  deed  to  make  this  a  successful  school  year. 


MONTGOMERY  COUNTY— J.  Horace  Landis. 


Substantial  progress  has  been  made  along  all  lines  during  the  school 
just  ended.  All  the  factors  in  the  work  of  education  have  been  co- 
operating for  the  purpose  of  a  general  uplift  of  the  schools.  The  ef- 
forts, persisted  in  for  a  number  of  years,  to  socialize  and  vitalize  the 
work  of  the  schools,  are  beginning  to  bear  fruit. 

Professional  spirit.  Our  teachers  show  an  earnest  professional 
spirit.  The  student  spirit  among  the  majority  of  our  teachers  is  most 
commendable.  A  large  percentage  are  taking  up  academic  and  pro- 
fessional work.  For  this  our  teachers  are  conveniently  situated, 
having  Ursinus  College  and  Perkiomen  Seminary  within  the  county 
and  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  within  easy  railroad  access.  These 
institutions  offer  evening,  Saturday  or  Summer  Courses  and  to- 
gether with  the  neighboring  normal  schools,  afford,  our  teachers  un 
usual  opportunities  for  self  and  professional  advancement.  The  im- 
provement in  work,  of  those  teachers  who  have  done  this  for  a  number 
of  years,  is  most  noticeable. 

Plans  for  improving  teachers.  Each  year  I  suggest  one  or  two  pro- 
fessional books  for  the  teachers  of  the  county  to  read.  As  far  as  my 
authority  extends,  T  require  thern  to  submit  to  a  test  in  these  books. 
It  would  be  a  good  thing  to  require  all  teachers  to  report  annually 
upon  some  professional  reading.  Many  Normal  School  graduates  and 
holders  of  State  certificates  are  less  up-to-date  in  professional  reading 
and  professional  work  than  are  many  holders  of  provisional  certifi- 
cates. 

Parent-Teacher  Associations,  etc.  A  number  of  Parent-Teacher  As- 
sociations have  been  formed.  They  have  proved  to  be  a  strong  factor 
in  bettering  the  conditions  of  the  schools. 

The  teachers  are  to  be  commended  for  their  increased  activity  in 
holding  parents'  meetings,  visitors'  days,  exhibits,  etc.  Hundred  of 
these  meetings  were  held  during  the  year  and  helped  to  bring  about  a 
better  understanding  between  the  schools  and  the  homes. 
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Retaining  good  teachers.  Each  year  shows  an  increased  desire  on 
the  part  of  the  directors  to  retain  good  teachers.  In  some  of  our  rural 
districts,  salaries  have  been  advanced  to  keep  good  teachers  from  leav- 
ing the  country  schools  and  going  to  towns.  Each  year  it  is  becoming 
increasingly  difficult  for  young  candidates  without  experience  or 
training  to  secure  schools.  The  number  of  candidates  for  provisional 
certificates  is  decreasing.  Instead  of  holding  fourteen  examinations 
for  candidates  desiring  provisional  certificates,  I  was  able  last  year 
so  to  combine  districts,  that  the  number  of  examinations  was  reduced 
to  nine. 

Consolidation  of  schools.  In  the  rural  districts  there  is  a  growing 
sentiment  in  favor  of  better  buildings,  better  teachers  and  consoli- 
dated schools.  The  work  in  the  districts  that  have  consolidated 
shows  marked  improvement,  and  this  causes  other  districts  to  favor 
the  movement. 

Worcester  township  at  a  public  meeting  held  for  that  purpose,  de- 
cided to  consolidate  and  is  now  building  for  that  purpose.  Frederick 
township  has  decided  to  close  one  or  more  schools  and  take  the  initial 
step  in  consolidation.  Lower  Providence  and  Upper  Gwynedd  have 
decided  upon  partial  consolidation.  Limerick  and  Whitpain  are  con- 
sidering the  question. 

The  new  Consolidated  School  of  Plymouth  township  was  dedicated 
June  12,  and  wrill  be  opened  for  work  at  the  beginning  of  the  fall 
term.  Consolidation  was  accomplished  in  this  district  only  after  a 
most  bitter  struggle  and  the  directors  deserve  praise  for  persistence 
in  the  matter  against  heavy  odds. 

School  gardens.  School  garden  work  was  begun  in  Ambler  this 
year  and  continued  during  the  summer  under  the  care  of  a  trained 
teacher. 

Departmental  work.  Departmental  work  in  the  grades  has  been 
carried  on  by  some  schools  with  varying  degrees  of  success.  Some  are 
enthusiastic  in  its  endorsement  while  others  are  less  favorably  im- 
pressed. 

Club  work.  The  County  Agriculturist  is  working  with  the  schools 
of  the  county  again  this  year.  One  hundred  thirty-five  boys  and  girls 
are  enrolled  in  the  corn,  potato,  tomato,  pig  and  poultry  clubs.  Miss 
McDowell  of  State  College  has  met  the  girls  to  instruct  them  in  the 
canning  of  fruits  and  vegetables. 

A  week  at  State  College  and  a  trip  to  Washington  were  among  the 
prizes  awarded  to  the  winners  last  year,  and  the  boys  and  girls  win- 
ning these  prizes  were  enthusiastic  over  the  pleasure  these  prizes  af- 
forded  them. 

Plans  for  the  coming  year.  Next  year  supervision  can  be  made 
more  effective  by  the  aid  of  two  Assistant  County  Superintendents. 
Under  this  new  regime  a  campaign  for  better  English  will  be  insti- 
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tuted  in  all  districts,  and  especial  attention  will  be  given  to  the  rural 
schools.  A  plan  of  work  including  the  whole  county  will  be  mapped 
out,  and  an  earnest  effort  will  be  made  to  solve  some  of  the  difficult 
problems  confronting  the  schools. 

The  outlook  for  the  year  1915-1916  is  encouraging. 


MONTOUR  COUNTY— Charles  W.  Derr. 


The  year  past  has  been  in  many  respects  very  successful.  This 
has  been  brought  about  by  the  interest  taken  in  education  by  the 
teachers,  patrons  and  directors. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  term  just  finished,  many  of  our 
schools  suffered  from  poor  attendance,  caused  by  contagious  dis- 
eases. In  several  cases  schools  were  closed  for  some  time,  and  in 
others  the  attendance  had  fallen  off  to  a  small  number  so  that  it 
would  have  been  better  to  have  closed  them  for  a  time. 

The  annual  institute  was  a  success.  We  had  with  us  Dr.  Samuel 
Sckniucker,  of  West  Chester  State  Normal  School;  the  Hon.  O.  T. 
Corson,  of  Ohio,  and  Prof.  Charles  H.  Albert,  of  Bloomsburg  State 
Normal  School.  Dr.  Louis  Rapeer,  of  State  College,  gave  very  many 
helpful  suggestions  to  the  teachers.  The  music  was  under  the  lead- 
ership of  Prof.  Orville  H.  Yetter,  of  Bloomsburg. 

The  eighth  grade  work  was  more  satisfactory  this  year  than  ever 
before.  Forty  pupils  of  the  forty-eight  who  took  the  test,  passed  the 
examination.  Many  of  these  will  either  go  to  high  school  or  enter 
some  normal  school. 

The  Directors'  Association  convened  in  Danville,  January  25th. 
The  attendance  was  fifty-two  of  the  fifty-seven  directors.  Most  of 
the  districts  had  a  perfect  attendance.  No  member  of  any  board  of 
education  can  afford  to  miss  the  best  educational  meeting  of  the 
year. 

The  following  men  leaders  in  school  work  and  methods  addressed 
the  meeting — Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis  and  Dr.  Charles  H.  Gardiner. 

I  wish  to  commend  those  teachers  who  are  willing  to  take  part  in 
our  local  educational  meeting  and  those  teachers  who  go  to  some 
normal  school  or  colleges  for  fuller  training. 

We  had  in  the  county  last  year  eighteen  local  institutes  and  social 
meetings  in  which  part  of  the  evening  was  devoted  to  entertainment 
and  the  rest  of  the  evening  was  spent  by  the  teachers,  patrons  and 
directors  in  discussion.  At  some  of  the  meetings  in  Limestone 
township  debates  were  held.    We  desire  to  keep  up  the  good  work. 


126  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

Our  directors  are  to  be  commended  for  their  interest  in  the 
schools,  grounds,  buildings  and  also  in  trying  to  get  the  best  teach- 
ers possible. 

We  are  also  grateful  to  the  press,  to  those  who  are  interested  in 
education  and  to  the  Department  for  assistauce  rendered. 


NOKTHAMPTON  COUNTY— George  A.  Grim. 


During  the  year  many  school  rooms  were  made  more  attractive. 
The  directors  of  several  districts  had  the  rooms  painted  and  sup- 
plied many  with  single  desks  and  the  best  heaters  obtainable. 

During  the  County  Institute  week  at  least  seventy  selected  pic- 
tures were  distributed  on  condition  that  the  pupils  and  teachers 
would  co-operate  in  purchasing  suitable  frames.  By  this  method 
the  pictures  will  be  a  permanent  fixture  and  will  add  to  the  attrac- 
tiveness of  the  rooms  on  opening  day.  Many  more  pictures  were 
distributed  during  the  year  and  the  school  rooms  without  worthy 
pictures  are  the  exception. 

Several  districts  supplied  their  schools  with  sanitary  drinking 
fountains.  Many  musical  instruments  were  purchased  during  the 
present  school  term.  It  is  an  exceptional  school  that  does  not  have 
one  or  more  pupils  competent  to  play  the  school  organ  or  piano. 

The  spring  days  saw  many  school  grounds  beautified  in  several 
districts,  each  school  plot  receiving  careful  and  systematic  atten- 
tion. Many  flowers,  shrubs  and  trees  were  planted.  The  children 
and  teachers  enjoyed  the  work.  Many  stones  were  picked  from 
poorly  selected  school  grounds. 

The  following  districts  erected  new  buildings:  Eose,  an  eight- 
room  building;  West  Easton,  a  four-room  building;  Wilson  town- 
ship, an  addition  to  the  Hay  building  at  a  cost  of  |1 6,970.  The  new 
annex  contains  an  auditorium  capable  of  seating  about  350  people. 
East  Allen  added  a  room  to  the  settlement  school.  Bethlehem  town- 
ship erected,  at  Farmersville,  one  of  the  finest  one-room  buildings 
in  our  county.  Lower  Nazareth  placed  a  modern  building  at  Thomas- 
burg  and  Saucon  added  a  four-room  building  to  its  list. 

At  this  time  (July  1st)  Williams,  Saucon,  Lower  Nazareth,  Up- 
per Nazareth  and  Palmer  townships  and  the  boroughs  of  Bath  and 
Nazareth  are  erecting  new  buildings. 
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It  was  a  great  pleasure  to  note  the  interest  that  our  teachers  mani- 
fested in  our  County  Institute.  The  instructors  came  well  prepared 
with  solid  and  sound  material.  They  had  no  occasion  to  retail  funny 
stories  to  interest  our  teachers.  The  following  appeared  before  the 
entire  institute:  Prof.  J.  Duncan  Speath,  Princeton  University; 
Deputy  State  Superintendent  Reed  B.  Teitrick,  Prof.  W.  S.  Frank- 
lin, Lehigh  University;  Superintendent  W.  D.  Landis  and  Superin- 
tendent G.  A.  Grim.  The  primary  teachers  were  instructed  by  Miss 
Dorothy  G.  Stevens,  Miss  Mary  Tennyson  Stocker  and  Professor 
Suzzalo.  The  high  school  section  was  addressed  by  Professor 
Barnes  and  Professor  Suzzalo.  On  Tuesday  of  institute  week  the 
teachers  were  entertained  by  the  singing  students  of  the  Lower 
Saucon  high  school.  During  the  Thursday  afternoon  session  the 
well-trained  singers  from  the  South  Bethlehem  high  school  con- 
vinced us  that  they  have  profited  by  their  worthy  instruction. 

The  Directors'  Convention  was  well  attended.  During  the  fore- 
noon session  Director  Rev.  Floyd  R.  Sckaeffer,  Tatamy,  and  Super- 
intendent G.  A.  Grim  delivered  addresses.  Dr.  F.  E.  Dager,  Phila- 
delphia, and  Hon.  R.  M.  McNeal  spoke  during  the  afternoon,  our 
directors  were  well  pleased  and  frequently  spoke  about  the  con- 
vention. 

Director  E.  C.  Keim,  of  Plainfield  township,  has  not  left  a  stone 
unturned  to  improve  the  schools  of  his  township.  He  gave  his  year's 
salary  as  secretary  to  increase  the  salaries  of  their  worthy  experi- 
enced teachers.  He  also  vsiited  the  schools  each  month  and  aided 
the  schools  in  obtaining  flag  poles  and  "flags.  He  encouraged  school 
entertainments  and  school  exhibits  and  he  and  his  co-directors  have 
increased  the  length  of  the  school  term  and  have  improved  the 
schools  throughout  the  entire  township. 

The  Northampton  County  Educational  Club  held  four  regular 
meetings.  At  Easton,  Prof.  Alvin  Davison,  Lafayette  College,  dis- 
cussed "School  Health  Responsibilities."  A  general  discussion  fol- 
lowed after  which  the  club  assembled  in  the  science  laboratory  and 
viewed  some  interesting  pictures  of  our  great  west  and  northwest. 
The  students  of  Easton  high  school  domestic  science  department  en- 
tertained us  at  supper.  We  certainly  were  pleased  with  their  cook- 
ing. 

The  second  meeting  was  held  at  Lehigh  University.  Members  of 
the  Schuylkill  Valley  Educational  Club  joined  with  us  in  discussing 
continuation  schools.  We  were  pleasantly  entertained  by  members 
of  the  University  Faculty. 

Classical  studies  were  discussed  at  our  Nazareth  meeting.  Pro- 
fessor Sandt,  Easton  high  school,  opened  the  discussion  of  Vergil's 
Aeneid.  Superintendent  Grim  started  the  discussion  of  Horner's 
Tlaid.     At  our  Northampton  meeting  we  discussed  High  School  En- 
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trance  Examinations  for  non-resident  pupils,  and  Moral  Training. 
We  feel  that  the  club  had  a  most  successful  year.  The  spirit  of 
friendship  and  co-operation  has  been  promoted  b}^  these  meetings. 

The  Elementary  Teachers'  Club  of  Northampton  County  held  four 
meetings  during  the  year.  The  first  meeting  was  held  in  Easton  in 
the  new  building  on  College  Hill.  Superintendent  Laramy  addressed 
the  club.  He  spoke  on  devices  for  Number  Work,  the  use  of  the 
rubber  stamp,  etc. 

The  second  meeting  was  held  in  Bethlehem  in  the  Franklin  build- 
ing. Superintendent  Cleaver  spoke  on  the  Evolution  of  Reading 
Systems.  He  pointed  out  some  very  interesting  features  of  the  old 
New  England  Primer.  He  also  emphasized  the  strong  features  of 
all  the  modern  methods  of  primary  reading.  The  third  meeting  was 
held  in  Nazareth  in  the  high  school  building.  This  was  the  banner 
meeting  of  the  club.  About  175  people  were  present.  Miss  Stevens, 
an  expert  on  primary  reading,  and  a  demonstrator  of  "The  Story 
Hour  Method  of  Reading,"  addressed  the  club.  She  played  Mother 
Goose  games,  and  taught  a  few  songs  to  a  class  of  six-year-old  chil 
dren.    A  reception  was  tendered  Miss  Stevens  after  the  meeting. 

The  fourth  meeting  was  held  in  Northampton.  Superintendent 
Landis  gave  a  most  helpful  talk  on  Methods  for  Teaching  Reading  in 
the  fourth,  fifth  and  sixth  grades.  Miss  Scholl,  superintendent  of 
music,  spoke  on  the  Value  of  the  Victrola  in  Schools.  Superintend- 
ent Landis  and  his  teachers  tendered  a  reception  to  all  the  teach- 
ers after  the  meeting. 

Miss  Johns,  of  Easton,  is  a  most  competent  president  and  Miss 
Pearson,  of  Easton,  is  secretary. 

A  growing  treasury,  a  spirit  of  comradeship  and  helpfulness  are 
noticeable  features  of  the  club. 

The  Pennsylvania  Cement  Company  give  the  directors  of  Upper 
Nazareth  township  a  beautiful  strip  of  land  adjoining  the  present 
school  grounds.  We  appreciate  their  generous  gift.  Corporations 
have  souls. 

A  Cheerful,  thank  you,  to  all  who  merit  it. 


NORTHUMBERLAND   COUNTY— T.  H.  Mauser. 


Northumberland  county  has  little  outside  of  the  ordinary  routine 
to  report  for  the  past  year.  Two  new  school  houses  were  built,  a 
four-room  building  in  Marion  Heights  borough  and  a  one-room 
building  in  Upper  Mahanoy  township.     Both   are  modern  and  ac- 
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cording  to  State  specifications.  There  are  a  number  of  other  build- 
ings in  the  county  that  should  be  superseded  by  better  structures, 
and  very  likely  soon  will  be.  Other  buildings  are  being  remodeled 
to  conform  with  recent  ideas  on  light  and  ventilation.  Modern 
heating  and  ventilating  apparatus  is  being  installed  in  many  one- 
room  buildings  each  year,  and  not  many  years  hence  will  see  all  the 
buildings  supplied  in  this  respect. 

Educational  meetings  and  local  institutes  are  being  well  attended 
and  the  entire  county  is  thoroughly  aroused  on  educational  topics 
and  educational  interest. 

The  teaching  force,  the  past  year,  has  been  unusually  earnest  and 
competent  and  with  remarkably  few  exceptions  excellent  work  has 
been  done.  Interest  has  been  aroused  in  beautifying  school  grounds, 
painting  and  whitewashing  fences,  removing  sticks,  stones,  and 
brush  from  the  grounds,  planting  trees  and  cultivating  flowers. 
Many  of  the  teachers  deserve  great  credit  for  their  own  interest 
manifested,  and  for  the  interest  they  awakened  in  their  pupils. 

The  coming  term  we  expect  an  agricultural  and  manual  exhibit 
in  nearly  all  the  schools — the  rural  schools,  especially.  The  ex- 
hibit is  to  be  made  by  the  pupils  from  their  own  efforts  in  grain  and 
vegetable  cultivation  and  in  manual  dexterity.  The  day  (or  part  of 
the  day)  set  apart  for  this  will  be  taken  up  with  a  program  in 
which  each  exhibitor  is  to  read  a  paper,  giving  his  experience,  and 
telling  "how  he  did  it."  If  too  young  to  prepare  a  paper  he  can 
give  it  orally.  It  is  hoped  that  this  will  arouse  interest,  not  only  in 
agriculture,  but  in  time,  in  manual  training,  domestic  science, 
planning  grounds,  etc.,  as  these  branches  are  included  in  the  ex- 
hibit. 

An  innovation  the  past  year  was  a  monthly  report  from  each  dis- 
trict and  from  each  school  to  the  superintendent.  This  may  not  be 
new  in  some  counties,  but  it  is  in  Northumberland.  It  placed  the 
superintendent  and  teachers  in  closer  communication,  which  of  it 
self  was  a  great  advantage,  besides  giving  the  superintendent's  of- 
fice constant  information  of  the  condition  of  the  schools, — attend- 
ance, punctuality  and  of  other  items  of  interest  equally  important. 

The  mortality  list  among  active  teachers  was  usually  large  the 
past  term.  Three  of  our  strongest  teachers  were  called  away  by 
death.  In  February,  Ulysses  S.  Botmer,  of  Jordan  township,  died. 
He  was  a  young  man  of  great  promise,  earnest  in  his  work  and  be 
loved  by  his  pupils.  His  death  is  sincerely  regretted  by  pupils,  par- 
ents and  all  others  in  the  community.  In  March,  Miss  Leonina 
Seasholtz,  of  Riverside  borough,  died.  Se  was  one  of  our  best  teach- 
ers, thorough  in  her  work,  devoted  to  her  profession  and  a  model 
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young  lady  in  every  respect.  Her  sudden  taking  off  (she  was  sick 
less  than  a  week)  was  a  severe  shock  to  the  community.  In  April, 
M.  J.  Melody,  for  more  than  thirty-five  years  a  teacher  of  Mount 
Carmel  township,  died.  Mr.  Melody  was  one  of  our  best-known 
teachers,  and  he  was  as  thorough  and  efficient  as  he  was  well  known. 
As  a  friend,  he  was  sincere,  devoted  and  true.  He  was  ever  loyal 
to  authority,  earnest  and  zealous  in  his  profession,  of  a  very  cheer- 
ful disposition  and  kindly  disposed  in  his  treatment  of  others.  That 
his  life  work  is  ended  is  sincerely  regretted  by  a  host  of  friends  and 
co-laborers. 


PERKY  COUNTY— D.  A.  KLINE. 


Judging  from  the  standards  of  former  years,  the  past  year  has 
been  one  of  reasonable  progress.  No  particular  fads  have  been 
nursed  nor  have  any  astonishing  innovations  been  made.  Of  course 
the  work  in  our  schools  is  planned,  as  far  as  possible,  to  reflect 
the  needs  of  the  community  and  to  articulate  with  standards  else- 
where. We  are  not  insensible  to  the  strenuous  forward  movement 
in  education,  but  we  are  not  unduly  overawed  by  some  of  the  tinsel 
and  fanfare  that  accompanies  the  movement.  Our  educational  work 
is  not  clothed  in  a  diaphanous  gown  and  open-lace  work,  but  rather 
in  a  revised  "Mother  Hubbard."  Despite  our  advanced  professions, 
we  are  just  old-fashioned  enough  to  believe  that  good  teachers  and 
good  teaching,  together  with  regular  attendance  are  the  ''sine  qua 
non"  of  the  whole  business. 

We  are  striving,  and  not  without  success,  to  elevate  the  teaching 
profession  and  to  arouse  the  public  conscience  on  the  state  of  the 
schools.  It  is  a  long  weary  road  but  we  are  of  good  cheer,  and  we 
hope  never  to  faint  by  the  wayside. 

District  Institutes,  the  County  Institute,  and  Directors'  Conven- 
tion performed  their  functions  well  and  left  a  lasting  impress 
for  good. 

I  desire  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  considerate  treatment 
I  have  always  received  from  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion. 
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PIKE  COUNTY— Lucian  Westbrook. 


Tbe  educational  interests  of  Pike  County  were  prosperous  during 
the  year  just  past.  The  physical  conditions  in  point  of  health  and 
attendance  were  exceptionally  favorable  and  contributed  materially 
to  this  prosperity.  No  serious  epidemic  existed  in  any  district, 
and  isolated  cases  of  sickness  seemed  comparatively  few.  The  sea- 
son also  was  propitious,  there  being  no  heavy  midwinter  storms  to 
block  the  roads  and  no  prolonged  periods  of  extreme  cold  weather. 
These  two  facts,  the  favoring  weather  conditions  and  the  fine  de- 
gree of  health  enjoyed  by  the  children  contributed  to  a  higher  aver- 
age attendance  than  is  usually  attained. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  numerous  changes  which  had  to  be  made 
in  the  personnel  of  our  teaching  force,  of  necessity  proved  an  un- 
fortunate circumstance.  From  the  very  beginning  of  the  school 
year  suitable  teachers  were  hard  to  find  and,  for  a  time,  it  looked 
as  though  some  of  the  more  remote  and  isolated  schools  would  have 
to  be  closed;  but  they  were  eventually  supplied  with  teachers.  Ten 
of  these  were  young  and  inexperienced  but  they  entered  into  the 
work  with  a  zeal  and  an  enthusiasm  that  appealed  to  the  instincts 
of  young  life,  resulting,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  in  making  the 
work  both  popular  and  attractive. 

We  have  endeavored  to  encourage  our  teachers  who  have  shown 
fitness  and  a  natural  aptitude  for  the  work  to  remain  in  the  pro- 
fession, while  those  who  see  only  bread  and  butter  in  it  and  are  con- 
tent to  just  put  in  their  time  are  dropped  from  the  ranks. 

The  community,  upon  the  whole,  is  taking  a  more  active  interest 
in  the  work  and  general  welfare  of  the  school.  People  are  begin- 
ning to  understand  the  naked  fact  that  the  schools  are  not  an  inci- 
dent but  a  vital  factor  in  the  growth  and  development  of  the  future 
citizen  and  community,  and  that  the  best  legacy  the  community  can 
hand  down  to  the  child  is  the  opportunity  to  attend  a  good  school. 
The  principal  educational  features  of  the  year  were  the  County 
Institute  and  the  Directors'  Convention.  The  institute  instructors 
were  Dr.  J.  C.  Willis,  Miss  Mae  F.  Pchreiber,  Prof.  L.  H.  Dennis 
and  Prof.  E.  L.  Bowman.  The  instruction  was  fully  up  to  the 
standard  of  that  of  former  years,  and  the  entertainment  furnished 
at  one  of  the  evening  sessions  far  surpassed  that  given  at  any  former 
institute. 

Our  local  institutes  continue  to  arouse  interest  and  are  a  uni- 
fying influence  in  the  educational  work  of  the  county.  The  usual 
number  was  held  during  the  year  which  were  participated  in  by  the 
majority  of  the  teachers  of  the  county. 
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We  have  nothing  to  report  in  the  way  of  new  buildings  since,  be- 
yond the  usual  repairing  and  repainting,  nothing  was  done  along 
that  line. 

Thirty-seven  eighth  grade  pupils  took  the  examinations  for  com- 
mon school  diploma,  twenty-six  of  whom  were  awarded  diplomas. 

To  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  advice  and  counsel, 
and  to  all  others  who  have  in  any  way  contributed  toward  the  edu- 
cational work  of  the  year  we  wish  to  express  our  sincere  thanks. 


POTTER  COUNTY—  R.  O.  Welflinar. 


As  we  review  the  work  of  the  past  school  year  for  Potter  county 
we  have  reason  to  feel  that  we  are  justified  in  stating  that  it  has 
been  one  of  the  most  successful  school  years  in  the  history  of  the 
county. 

The  professional  spirit  of  the  teachers  as  a  whole  is  excellent. 
School  directors  are  getting  the  habit  of  retaining  successful  teach- 
ers, in  many  cases  at  increased  salaries,  and  fewer  are  leaving  the 
profession. 

Last  year  there  were  five  hundred  three  pupils  neither  tardy  nor 
absent.  This  year  the  number  reached  the  seven  hundred  three 
mark.     This  is  13.7  per  cent,  of  all  the  pupils  of  the  county. 

The  133  rural  schools  reported  as  follows  this  year: 

Money   raised   by   school   socials, $1,092  22 

Pictures  bought  for  school  rooms, 52 

Cost  of  these  52  pictures, $82  61 

Number  of  books  added  to  these  133  libraries, 332 

Number  of  pupils  enrolled  in  these  133  schools, 2,194 

During  the  last  six  years  these  133  rural  schools  have  raised 
$7,043.24  by  school  socials;  bought  679  good  pictures  which  cost 
$1,024.13  and  added  to  the  libraries  3,685  books. 

Many  teachers  expended  their  social  money  for  playground  ap- 
paratus, bookcases,  paint,  busy  work  material,  doctor  bills  for  de- 
fective children,  etc.,  etc. 

The  County  Institute  which  was  held  at  Galeton  during  the  last 
week  in  October  was  considered  one  of  the  most  helpful  and  interest- 
ing sessions  that  we  have  ever  had.  The  instructors  were:  Dr.  O.  T. 
Corson,  Dr.  W  .T.  S.  Culp,  Dr.  E.  H.  Ashcraft,  Prof.  O.  H.  Yetter,  Prof. 
James  G.  Pentz,  and  Dr.  William  R.  Straughn. 
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During  the  year  very  enthusiastic  teachers'  meetings  were  held 
at  Koulette,  Genesee,  Shingle  House,  Austin,  Coudersport,  Galeton, 
Harrison  Valley,  and  Ulysses.  At  these  meetings  playground  prob- 
lems in  the  rural  schools  were  discussed,  "The  Teacher  and  the 
School,"  by  Colegrove,  was  studied  and  other  school  problems  con- 
sidered. 

October  24  was  set  apart  for  Parents'  Day  in  the  rural  schools.  On 
this  day  32  school  directors,  666  parents,  960  visitors  attended  the 
exercises  in  these  schools.  All  teachers  reported  that  this  bringing 
together  of  the  home  and  school  helped  materially  in  creating  a 
healthful  school  spirit. 

At  the  examinations  held  for  the  admission  of  pupils  to  high 
schools  and  for  the  common  school  diploma  two  hundred  forty  were 
present.  Of  these  one  hundred  forty- two  passed.  From  the  Sweden 
Valley  school,  a  one-room  school,  nine  pupils  were  graduated  from 
the  eighth  grade.  Commencement  exercises  were  held  in  the  Grange 
Hall  and  refreshments  were  served  to  about  175  persons  of  the  com- 
munity. This  seems  to  indicate  the  possibilities  of  the  rural  school. 
All  we  need  is  the  right  kind  of  teacher  in  the  rural  school  to  make 
it  the  most  desirable  school  possible  for  elementary  school  work. 

Never  in  the  history  of  the  county  did  the  teachers  do  so  much 
work  on  the  playground.  Fifteen  giant  strides  were  erected  on 
rural  school  grounds,  croquet  sets,  swings,  etc.,  etc.,  were  placed 
on  others. 

The  number  of  standard  schools  was  increased  to  nine  this  year. 
This  phase  of  school  work  has  done  much  to  better  school  condi- 
tions. School  apparatus  and  furniture  was  secured  in  order  to 
become  eligible  which  could  hardly  have  been  gotten  without  this 
incentive.  We  are  anxious  for  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion to  supervise  the  standardization  of  rural  schools  in  the  State. 

During  the  year  five  teachers'  examinations  were  held.  At  these 
examinations,  seventy-seven  applicants  were  examined.  Of  these 
forty -four  received  provisional  certificates,  nine  received  pro- 
fessional certificates  and  twenty-four  were  rejected. 

There  were  in  the  county  twenty-four  teachers  \Vho  had  no  pre- 
vious experience,  forty-four  who  held  provisional  certificates,  forty 
who  held  professional  certificates,  four  who  held  county  permanent 
certificates,  twenty-three  who  held  permanent  State  certificates,  sev- 
enty-six who  held  State  normal  certificates  or  diplomas,  three  who 
held  provisional  college  certificates  and  nine  who  held  permanent 
college  certificates. 

One  new  rural  school  building  was  erected  in  West  Branch  town- 
ship and  one  was  remodeled  in  Bingham  township.  Many  buildings 
were  extensively  repaired. 
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During  the  year  all  the  schools  were  visited  once,  many  twice  and 
several  three  times. 

I  wish  to  thank  all  who  have  in  any  way  helped  to  make  it  pos- 
sible for  me  to  report  a  successful  school  year  lor  Potter  county. 


SCHUYLKILL  COUNTY— Livingston  Seltzer. 


It  is  a  pleasure  for  me  to  report  that  the  schools  of  Schuylkill 
county  have  made  substantial  progress  during  the  past  year.  Judg- 
ing from  the  general  condition  of  the  schools,  the  earnestness  of  the 
teachers  and  the  wholesome  educational  sentiment  pervading  nearly 
every  community,  I  may  truthfully  say  that  we  have  been  moving 
forward  even  though  we  have  not  reached  the  ideal  of  excellence  we 
had  in  view. 

Reading. 

We  still  keep  constantly  in  mind  the  great  importance  of  reading 
during  the  first  three  or  four  years  of  the  child's  school  life.  Al- 
ready we  are  beginning  to  see  definite  results  of  our  efforts  along 
this  line.  Even  when  visiting  homes  we  see  evidences  that  pupils 
are  beginning  to  become  familiar  with  good  literature.  Standard 
magazines  are  more  and  more  frequently  seen  in  the  homes  and  the 
children  are  making  good  use  of  them.  We  feel  that  we  have  largely 
accomplished  the  mechanics  of  reading  and  we  are  now  trying  to 
develop  a  wholesome  desire  for  good  literature  and  create  a  desire  to 
read  for  knowledge. 

Visitations. 

I  visited  all  the  schools  in  the  county  except  two  which  were  not. 
in  session  at  the  time  I  was  in  their  locality.  I  spent  from  fifteen 
minutes  to  two  hours  in  each  room.  The  directors  in  the  different 
districts  co-operated  very  heartily  in  my  visiting.  I  was  frequently 
accompanied  by  three  of  four  directors.  This  was  a  great  advantage 
as  it  gave  me  a  splendid  opportunity  to  call  attention  to  needed 
changes  and  improvements  man}7  of  which  I  am  glad  to  say  were 
carried  into  effect. 

Compulsory  Attendance  Law. 

The  compulsory  attendance  law  has  had  a  splendid  effect  in  rais- 
ing the  standard  of  school  attendance.  I  am  certain  that  the  aver- 
age attendance  is  at  least  ten  per  cent,  higher  than  it  was  before 
the  present  law  became  effective. 
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Buildings  and  Improvements. 

The  directors  of  Auburn  are  to  be  congratulated  upon  the  remodel- 
ing of  their  school  building.  They  now  luwe  more  room  and  a 
building  which  has  all  the  latest  improvements. 

Barry  is  adding  a  room  to  the  building  at  Taylorsville  making  it 
a  two-room  building.  This  is  to  be  a  beginning  toward  consolida- 
tion. 

At  Cumbola  in  Blythe  township  I  found  conditions  in  the  new 
building  in  splendid  shape. 

Branch  township  high  school  building  was  greatly  improved  dur- 
ing the  past  year. 

Gilberton  borough  added  additional  rooms  to  three  ward  build- 
ings. 

Girardville  is  very  much  in  need  of  additional  room. 

In  Upper  Mahantongo,  the  building  at  Klingerstown  burned 
down  last  January.  The  schools  were  continued  in  rented  rooms. 
The  directors  are  erecting  a  new  two-room  building  which  is  now 
nearing  completion. 

McAdoo  is  growing  so  rapidly  that  although  the  district  built 
a  new  eight-room  building  two  years  ago,  the  directors  already  feel 
the  necessity  of  erecting  a  new  eight-room  building  within  the  next 
year. 

New  Castle  is  completing  a  new  three-room  building. 

Norwegian  has  enlarged  the  building  at  New  street  making  it  a 
fine  two-room  building.  This  district  also  added  an  additional  room 
at  Seltzer  City  making  it  a  three-room  building.  At  Marlin  a  new 
one-room  building  was  erected. 

East  Norwegian  will  have  an  additional  school  in  a  new  build- 
ing at  Schoentown. 

Port  Carbon  is  completing  a  splendid  twelve-room  building, 
equipped  with  all  the  latest  improvements  and  with  facilities  for 
domestic  science  and  manual  training.  The  cost  of  the  building  is 
about  |37,000. 

In  Schuylkill  township  the  three-room  building  built  at  Maryd 
about  five  years  ago  burned  down  in  March.  Temporary  rooms 
were  secured  in  which  the  term's  work  was  completed.  The  dis- 
trict is  now  erecting  a  new  four-room  building. 

Union  township  is  getting  ready  to  build  a  new  high  school  build- 
ing. 

I  am  sorry  to  report  that  twelve  of  the  seventeen  buildings  in 
West  Penn  are  in  poor  condition.  This  township  was  the  last  in 
this  county  to  accept  the  free  school  system.  In  1871  or  1872  when 
the  Court  appointed  a  school  board  after  the  district  had  accepted 
the  free  school  system,  this  board  erected  at  that  time  fifteen  school 
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buildings  at  a  cost  of  about  $600  each.  These  buildings  have  served 
ever  since.  The  first  year  I  was  in  office  I  urged  the  board  to  build 
two  new  buildings  but  this  was  not  done.  The  present  board 
realizes  that  the  district  needs  twelve  new  buildings.  As  West  Penn 
is  a  rich  agricultural  section  and  as  the  present  board  feels  the 
need  of  new  buildings,  I  feel  sure  that  something  will  be  done  in 
the  right  direction  in  the  near  future. 

County   Institute. 

The  fifty-second  annual  institute  of  the  county  was  held  in  the 
O'Hara  Theatre  at  Shenandoah  from  October  19  to  23,  1914.  The 
instructors  were:  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  State  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction,  Harrisburg,  Pa.;  Dr.  O.  T.  Corson,  Columbus, 
Ohio;  Dr.  M.  G.  Brumbaugh,  Philadelphia;  Dr.  W.  W.  Black, 
Bloomington,  Ind.;  Miss  Margaret  Maguirc,  Philadelphia;  Hon. 
Henry  Houck,  Lebanon,  Pa. ;  Prof.  T.  L.  Gibson,  Baltimore,  Md.  Dr. 
A.  McGee  Waters,  of  Brooklyn,  the  Glazier  Jubilee  Singers,  the 
Metropolitan  Concert  Company  and  the  Clara  Wallace  Concert 
Company  were  the  evening  attractions. 

I  desire  to  thank  the  directors  and  teachers  of  the  county  for 
their  hearty  co-operation  during  the  past  year.  My  thanks  are  also 
due  to  the  Department  for  many  courtesies  extended  to  me  during 
the  year. 


SNYDER   COUNTY— T.   A.    Stetler. 


In  many  respects  the  results  of  the  school  work  during  the  year 
were  pleasing  but  our  expectations  were  not  fully  realized.  The 
majority  of  our  teachers  are  growing  and  are  becoming  more  pro- 
ficient in  their  work.  They  attend  schools  and  are  continually 
showing  progress.  They  take  an  active  part  in  all  educational  work. 
We  still  have  some  who  are  more  interested  in  procuring  a  school 
than  they  are  in  teaching  it.  These  are  becoming  fewer  each  year, 
however,  and  we  are  constantly  working  for  their  entire  elimina- 
tion. 

Agriculture  was  taught  in  all  the  elementary  schools  of  the  county 
and  in  several  of  the  high  schools. 

We  have  a  Parent-Teacher  Association  in  Selinsgrove.  This  asso- 
ciation is  the  means  of  much  good.  It  has  already  brought  the  par- 
ents and  teachers  in  closer  relation. 

We  have  not  succeeded  in  having  any  districts  in  the  county  con- 
solidate.    There  are  districts  in  the  countv  in  which  the  directors 
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would  be  willing,  but  feel  that  it  would  be  unwise  so  long  as  public 
sentiment  is  so  strongly  opposed  to  it.  Public  sentiment  is  gradu- 
ally changing  in  favor  of  consolidation  in  Snyder  county. 

The  directors  are  showing  their  appreciation  of  good  teachers  by 
retaining  their  services  and  in  some  instances  increasing  their 
salaries. 

In  most  of  the  districts  in  the  county  we  have  medical  inspection, 
and  I  know  from  personal  observation  that  it  has  been  a  blessing 
to  some  children.  The  majorit}7  of  the  parents  act  upon  the  advice 
of  the  medical  inspector  and  see  that  their  children  receive  the 
medical  treatment  required. 

The  most  of  the  districts  enforce  the  compulsory  attendance  law 
rigidly.    All  the  districts  enforce  the  law  for  a  part  of  the  term. 

There  were  no  new  school  buildings  erected  during  the  year.  Some 
of  the  school  buildings  were  remodeled  and  painted.  Many  of  the 
districts  had  the  walls  and  ceilings  of  their  school  rooms  papered 
or  painted. 

Penn  township  enlarged  the  playgrounds  of  two  more  of  their 
schools. 

A  number  of  the  schools  of  the  county  observed  Arbor  Day  by 
having  appropriate  exercises  and  the  planting  of  trees. 

We  are  in  need  of  more  modern  school  buildings.  We  believe  that 
the  little  Red  School  House  has  about  outlived  its  usefulness,  and 
that  the  time  has  come  when  in  each  school  district  of  Snyder  county 
there  should  be  erected  an  up-to-date  building;  and  therein  should 
be  placed  living,  up-to-date  teachers  and  that  the  children  of  each 
district  should  be  transported  to  that  building  and  placed  in  the 
care  of  those  teachers. 

The  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  in  Middleburg,  November  30  to 
December  4,  1914.  Much  interest  was  manifested  by  the  teachers 
and  the  public.  The  following  were  the  day  instructors:  Dr.  Oscar 
T.  Corson,  Columbus,  Ohio;  Dr.  Alfred  C.  Thompson,  Brockport, 
N.  Y. ;  Dr.  Charles  H.  Albert,  Bloomsburg,  Pa.,  and  George  R.  Gal- 
braith,  Brookville,  Pa.  The  evening  attractions  were  as  follows: 
lectures  by  Dr.  A.  C.  Thompson,  Onin  Lester,  and  Dr.  John  M. 
Driver;  entertainment  by  the  Barnard  Orchestra. 

The  Snyder  County  Teachers'  Association  held  two  meetings  dur- 
ing the  school  year,  one  at  Mt.  Pleasant  Mills,  the  other  at  Port 
Trevorton.  The  teachers  receive  no  money  for  atteuding  these  meet- 
ings and  it  is  pleasing  to  see  so  many  of  our  teachers  attend  these 
meetings.  It  shows  that  they  have  a  desire  to  remain  in  the  ranks, 
that  they  do  not  want  to  be  eliminated,  and  best  of  all,  that  they  are 
intensely  interested  in  their  work. 

The  County  'School  Directors'  Association  met  in  Middleburg 
February  10  and  11,  1915.     Seventy-two  of  the  eighty-five  directors 
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were  present.  We  had  with  us  Prof.  R.  M.  McNeal,  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Instruction,  and  Dr.  C.  H.  Gordinier,  of  Millersville, 
Pa.  These  men  proved  to  be  very  able  and  helpful  to  the  associa- 
tion. 

Five  public  examinations  were  held.  Two  days  were  given  to  each 
examination.  One  hundred  sixteen  applicants  were  examined. 
Thirty-six  were  rejected. 

Number  of  teachers   without  previous   experience, 18 

Number  of  teachers  hold  provisional  certificates, 54 

Number  of  teachers  holding  professional  certificates, 42 

Number  of  teachers  holding  permanent  certificates, 13 

Number  of  normal  school  graduates, 12 

Number  of  college  graduates, 7 

During  the  year  we  made  two  hundred  seventy  visits  to  the  different 
schools  of  the  county.    Every  school  was  visited  at  least  twice. 

In  conclusion  I  desire  to  thank  the  Department  for  the  many  cour- 
tesies shown  me,  the  press  of  the  county  for  reporting  all  matters  edu- 
cational, the  directors  and  the  teachers  for  their  co-operation  and  per- 
formance of  duties  and  the  patrons  for  their  courteous  treatment. 


SOMERSET  COUNTY— I).  W.  Seibert. 


While  we  are  not  entirely  satisfied  with  the  results  in  our  schools 
during  the  past  year,  we  feel  that  we  have  just  cause  for  encourage- 
ment. 

In  many  respects  this  has  been  an  unusually  successful  year  in  the 
history  of  our  schools.  We  have  had  the  pleasure  of  noticing  an  in- 
creased enrollment,  a  more  regular  attendance,  a  stricter  observance 
of  the  compulsory  attendance  law,  a  recognition  of  the  fact  that  good 
schools  cost  more  money  than  formerly,  an  increase  in  teachers'  wages, 
more  money  spent  for  local  supervision,  a  slight  reduction  in  the  num- 
ber of  pupils  per  teacher,  a  greater  number  of  non-resident,  as  well  as 
resident  pupils  attending  high  schools,  a  greater  interest  in  building 
school  houses  and  beautifying  school  grounds,  a  more  earnest  effort 
on  the  part  of  teachers  to  further  equip  themselves  by  using  their  va- 
cations in  attending  professional  schools,  a  wider  use  of  school  prop- 
erty, a  growth  of  opportunities  for  various  phases  of  industrial  work, 
and  last  but  not  least,  an  all  pervading  sentiment  that  the  spirit  of 
improvement  shall  stay  with  us. 
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The  year  has  passed  into  history  without  a  serious  epidemic  of 
any  kind  invading  the  ranks  of  the  children.  Some  sickness  existed 
among  our  teachers  in  several  districts.  The  inability  of  the  teacher 
or  the  board,  to  hire  a  competent  substitute  emphasizes  the  wisdom 
of  employing  a  special  substitute  teacher  for  each  district.  The 
time  of  such  a  teacher  when  not  engaged  in  regular  substitute  work 
could  be  most  profitably  employed  in  assisting  in  the  weaker  schools 
of  the  district. 

The  work  of  our  high  schools  has  made  a  very  creditable  showing 
in  academic  results  and  the  discipline  was  wholesome  in  every  in- 
stance. We  are  gratified  to  report  the  establishment  of  a  new  high 
school  at  Hooversville  and  the  addition  of  a  vocational  department 
in  the  high  school  of  Meyersdale.  Several  high  schools  are  still 
needed  in  the  county  in  order  that  the  pupils  of  all  of  our  townships 
may  have  access  to  these  advantages. 

It  is  becoming  more  and  more  evident  each  year  that  the  country 
school  must  be  the  agency  for  rural  progress.  Tt  is  therefore  highly 
important  that  the  country  teachers  possess  the  qualities  for  local 
leadership.  The  absence  of  this  particular  quality  is  probably  the 
most  noticeable  hindrance  in  bringing  about  the  ideal  country 
school.  We  are  face  to  face  with  a  new  vision  of  country  teaching. 
We  need  teachers  not  so  much  for  their  own  activity,  as  for  the 
ability  to  cause  others  to  become  active  along  the  line  of  the  teach- 
er's desire.  Frequently  the  most  passive  pupils  are  found  in  the 
schools  taught  by  the  most  active  teachers.  The  ideal  country 
teacher  for  the  present  day  is  the  one  who  can  make  the  greatest 
number  of  citizens  as  well  as  pupils  active  in  his  cause.  Of  all  the 
influence  now  working  for  the  upbuilding  of  country  life  none  is 
so  effective  as  the  work  of  the  country  school  teacher.  A  much 
needed  quality,  but  a  rare  one  is  to  find  a  teacher  who  is  willing, 
for  the  present,  to  be  satisfied  with  rather  imperfect  work  in  order 
that  his  pupils  may  undergo  the  experience  of  doing  it.  Especially 
is  this  true  along  the  line  of  such  industrial  work  as  may  properly 
belong  to  the  country  school. 

The  grand  old  science  of  agriculture  has  been  long  in  coming  but 
it  is  steadily  finding  its  way  as  a  school  subject.  That  it  properly 
belongs  to  the  course  one  needs  no  further  evidence  than  the  fact 
that  nearly  fifty  millions  of  the  people  of  tin's  land  obtain  their 
wealth  through  it.  It  should  be  accepted  by  the  teacher  as  an  op- 
portunity to  render  greater  service  to  the  school  and  the  commun- 
ity. Although  our  teachers  were  unprepared  and  our  schools  were 
without  equipment  wo  foci  that  a  commendable  beginning  was  made 
in  teaching  the  elements  of  this  subject. 

Our  Boys'  Agricultural  Club  and  Girls'  Domcslic  Science  League 
work  is  growing  in  interest  and  steadily  arousing  a  wholesome  re- 
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spect  for  the  farm  and  the  rural  home.  It  was  organized  for  the 
purpose  of  encouraging  our  boys  and  girls  to  do  useful  things,  to 
grow  into  constructive  citizens  and  to  demonstrate  that  greater 
yields  and  better  things  may  be  produced  at  home  at  less  expense 
than  previously.  We  believe  our  club  work  to  be  a  valuable  ele- 
ment in  developing  the  individuality  of  the  child.  In  our  com- 
petitive exhibit  held  at  the  county  seat  during  institute  week  the 
boys  and  girls  exhibit  samples  of  their  products  which  they  have 
grown  or  made  under  certain  prescribed  rules.  The  results  ob- 
tained have  been  very  encouraging  and  we  have  been  led  to  believe 
that  our  boys  and  girls  have  been  taught  to  derive  pleasure  from  the 
work  which  afterwards  will  be  theirs  to  use  as  a  means  of  earning 
a  livelihood. 

We  are  pleased  to  report  that  a  few  more  townships  have  elected 
supervising  principals.  Where  these  officials  have  been  employed 
we  have  been  able  to  attain  a  common  standard  in  school  work  and 
secure  efficiency  on  the  part  of  teachers  which  would  otherwise 
have  been  impossible.  Without  township  supervision,  there  is  no 
opportunity  for  one  school  to  measure  itself  with  another,  conse- 
quently, ordinary  daily  routine  follows.  The  excellent  results  ob- 
tained in  districts  where  we  have  township  supervision  should  fur 
nish  sufficient  reason  for  the  employment  of  these  officials  in  all  of 
our  districts.  Local  skillful  supervisors  for  all  of  our  townships 
would  mark  a  distinct  advance  in  equalizing  the  school  advantages 
between  the  townships  and  boroughs. 

The  annual  County  Teachers'  Institute  continues  to  head  the  edu- 
cational events  of  the  year.  As  usual  the  enthusiasm  and  interest 
were  of  the  highest  order.  The  attendance  of  teachers  was  almost 
perfect  and  that  of  the  public  most  gratifying.  The  appreciation  of 
the  instruction,  lectures,  and  entertainments  was  all  that  could  be 
desired.  The  instructors  were  Hon.  "Reed  B.  Teitrick,  Deputy  State 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction;  Prof.  Harlan  E.  Hall,  ex- 
member  of  the  Ohio  State  Board  of  School  Examiners;  Mrs.  Anna 
Windle  Paist,  directress  Montessori  School,  and  Prof.  J.  W.  Yoder, 
music  director.  The  evening  attractions  consisted  of  an  equal  suf- 
frage debate  between  Mrs.  Bobert  M.  LaEollette  and  Miss  Lucy 
Price;  lectures  by  Prof.  Sylvester  A.  Long  and  United  States  Sena- 
tor William  S.  Kenyon  and  a  concert  by  the  Lyceum  Arts  Conserva- 
tory Orchestra. 

The  annual  convention  of  the  School  Directors'  Association  of 
Somerset  county  was  held  in  the  court  house,  November  24th  and 
25th.  The  sessions  were  a  decided  success.  A  lively  interest  was 
taken  in  the  discussions  by  the  members  in  attendance.  Much  useful 
information  was  given  Hon.  Beed  B.  Teitrick  and  Prof.  Harlan  E. 
Hall.  We  feel  confident  that  much  good  to  the  schools  resulted 
from  this  annual  meeting  of  directors. 
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Local  educational  meetings  were  continued  with  unabated  inter- 
est. The  part  taken  by  patrons  and  citizens  at  these  gatherings  has 
always  proved  to  be  a  helpful  factor  in  the  educational  work  of  the 
year. 

In  conclusion,  1  gratefully  acknowledge  the  kindness  of  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Instruction  in  giving  advice,  of  the  county  press 
in  publishing  matter  of  an  educational  nature,  of  the  directors, 
teachers  and  people  in  extending  their  support  and  hospitality  when- 
ever the  opportunity  offered. 


SULLIVAN   COUNTY— H.   R.   Heimine. 


Another  successful  school  year  has  elapsed.  With  very  few  ex- 
ceptions the  teachers  did  excellent  work  and  the  attendance  of  the 
children  was  quite  regular  despite  the  heavy  snowfall  in  our  sparsely 
settled  county. 

While  it  is  difficult  to  measure  definitely  anything  having  to  do 
with  a  public  enterprise,  there  is  every  indication  of  more  intense 
interest  in  education,  especially  in  the  more  practical  trend  of 
school  work.  Our  teachers  show  the  finest  spirit,  and  our  directors, 
as  a  general  rule,  are  anxious  and  readv  to  do  what  they  deem  best 
for  the  progress  of  the  schools  with  their  limited  resources.  Per- 
haps in  no  other  county  of  this  Commonwealth  are  the  people  more 
burdened  with  a  heavy  taxation,  yet  the  taxpa}Ters  meet  this  obli- 
gation without  complaint  which  is  the  best  of  evidence  that  they 
are  getting,  at  least,  return  value. 

The  attitude  of  the  home  toward  the  school  has  much  to  do  in 
measuring  the  progress  and  success  of  the  school.  We  must  recog- 
nize the  home  as  an  institution  whose  ideals  are  paramount  to  those 
of  the  school.  Interesting  the  patrons  in  the  school  work  is  a  func- 
tion that  devolves  upon  the  teacher  and  the  pupils.  As  we  have 
many  different  classes  of  people  following  different  vocations  of  life, 
it  is  a  perplexing  problem  to  keep  interest  aroused  among  the  dif- 
ferent classes. 

We  have  devised  the  following  plans  whereby  the  school  is  a  po- 
tent factor  in  combining  the  interests  of  home  and  school.  Liberal 
premiums  are  offered  each  year  by  the  Sullivan  County  Fair  Asso- 
ciation covering  all  phases  of  school  work.  Spacious  room  is  pro- 
vided for  the  exhibit  in  connection  with  the  fair.  Each  district  in 
the  county  is  organized  and  adequate  arrangements  provided  to  ex- 
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hibit  the  school  products.  A  list  of  the  premiums  offered  is  sent  to 
each  school  prior  to  the  exhibition,  so  that  the  pupils  or  schools 
may  limit  the  work  to  that  on  which  premiums  are  offered.  Much 
interest  is  manifested  in  the  school  exhibit,  as  nearly  all  of  the 
schools  of  the  county  participate. 

Each  high  school  of  the  county  has  an  organized  athletic  team. 
At  the  county  fair  these  teams  hold  their  annual  contest,  consisting 
of  jumping,  vaulting,  shot-put,  relay  races  and  running.  Liberal 
prizes  are  also  awarded  the  winning  teams  by  the  fair  association. 

The  Parent-Teachers'  League  is  accomplishing  much  for  the  school 
interests  in  a  portion  of  the  county.  This  league  is  well  organized 
and  efficiently  officered.  Meetings  were  held  regularly  and  topics 
pertaining  to  school  work  freely  discussed  by  parents  as  well  as 
teachers. 

Visitors'  Day  was  observed  in  nearly  all  the  schools  of  the  county, 
although  a  few  teachers  should  be  aroused  as  to  the  value  and  sig- 
nificance of  the  observation  of  the  day.  An  unusually  good  interest 
was  manifested  in  the  patrons  in  responding  to  the  call  of  the  day. 
The  exercises  which  were  held  consisted  of  class  work,  essays,  reci- 
tations, songs  and  plays.  Nearly  1,200  visits  were  paid  to  the  vari- 
ous schools  in  connection  with  the  observation  of  the  day. 

Many  of  the  schools  observed  other  special  days  with  appropriate 
exercises,  inviting  the  public  to  attend,  and  in  many  instances,  par- 
ticipate in  the  exercises. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  note  that  many  of  our  school  officials  are 
revealing  through  their  activities  the  fact  that  the  school  buildings 
should  be  as  attractive  and  homelike  as  is  it  possible  to  make  them, 
both  within  and  without.  A  clean  and  cheerful  environment  de- 
velops good  taste  and  has  a  moral  effect  upon  the  mind  of  the  child. 
Much  attention  is  given  to  the  thorough  cleaning  of  the  interior  of 
the  buildings  prior  to  the  beginning  of  the  school  term,  and  in  many 
instances  the  floors  are  occasionally  oiled.  Nearly  all  the  schools 
have  closed  water  buckets  or  founts,  and  the  pupils  have  their  own 
drinking  cups. 

Although  many  of  the  school  buildings  are  in  low  marshy  places, 
probably  due  to  the  valuelessness  of  the  land,  causing  unsanitary 
conditions,  yet  these  conditions  are  gradually  being  eradicated 
through  the  combined  efforts  of  teachers,  pupils,  patrons  and  school 
officials.  Many  of  the  schools  planted  trees  in  the  school  yards  in 
connection  with  the  observation  of  Arbor  Days. 

Although  about  65  per  cent,  of  the  teachers  of  the  county  hold  pro- 
fessional and  permanent  certificates,  yet  we  feel  that  the  possession 
of  a  stronger  professional  spirit  among  our  teachers  would  mean 
more  efficient  work  in  the  school  room. 

Our  county  for  convenience  is  divided  into  three  sections  or  dis- 
tricts.    Each  district  holds  several  local  teachers'  meetings  during 
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the  year.  The  efforts  of  these  meetings  arc  limited  largely  to  local 
conditions  which  have  a  tendency  to  bring  out  the  free  discussions 
of  the  teachers. 

The  Sullivan  County  Teachers'  Association  holds  two  meetings  a 
year.  These  are  held  in  different  parts  of  the  county  from  time  to 
time. 

The  Teachers'  Annual  Institute,  held  at  Dushore,  December  14- 
18,  was  conceded  to  be  one  of  the  best  within  the  memory  of  most  of 
our  teachers  and  the  public  in  respect  to  character  of  instruction 
and  entertainments.  The  course  of  instruction  was  portioned  in  re- 
spect to  the  needs  of  the  teachers. 

The  instructors  were:  Hon.  R.  M.  McNeal,  Dr.  C.  H.  Gordinier, 
Dr.  Ambrose  H.  Suhrie,  Miss  Lotta  Shremp  and  Prof.  C.  Bernard 
Keim. 

Entertainments:  The  Harmony  Concert  Company,  The  Collegians 
and  The  Military  Girls. 

Much  practical  work  resulted  from  the  departmental  conferences 
of  the  institute.  Nearly  every  teacher  of  the  county  was  assigned 
a  topic  for  discussion  and  much  credit  is  due  them  for  the  success 
of  the  work  done. 

Over  fifty  per  cent,  of  our  teachers  availed  themselves  of  the  op- 
portunity of  attending  the  summer  school  for  teachers,  held  at 
Dushore  for  a  term  of  five  weeks. 

In  closing,  I  wish  to  acknowledge  the  hearty  co-operation  of 
teachers,  directors  and  patrons,  the  support  of  the  press  and  the 
generous  assistance  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 


SUSQUEHANNA  COUNTY— George  A.   Stearns 


We  feel  that  the  former  school  interest  has  been  maintained  in 
all  districts  and  in  several  there  has  been  manifest  a  much  more 
favorable  sentiment. 

Teachers'  meetings  and  local  institutes  were  well  attended  in  sev- 
eral parts  of  the  county.  Teachers  as  a  rule  are  taking  a  more 
lively  interest  in  these  meetings  than  formerly.  Round  table  con- 
ferences and  informal  discussions  seem  very  helpful,  especially  to 
the  younger  teachers.  Last  fall  we  recommended  for  study  Barnes' 
"English  in  the  Country  School"  and  Smith's  "Teaching  of  Arith- 
metic."   Both  books  were  found  to  be  interesting  and  helpful. 

10 
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The  school  as  a  social  center  has  not  yet  developed  to  the  point  of 
interest  and  service  that  it  should.  We  made  this  one  of  the  topics 
for  discussion  at  all  of  our  teachers'  meetings  through  the  winter, 
and  a  very  little  along  this  line  was  undertaken  by  some  teachers. 
At  Dimock,  this  idea  took  very  definite  shape  through  the  efforts  of 
the  Baptist  minister.  He  interested  the  community  in  the  "Social 
Center"  movement,  and  an  athletic  field  of  ten  acres  was  purchased 
and  a  neat  country  club  house  was  built.  This  movement  is  entirely 
undenominational  in  character  and  management,  and  while  not  pro- 
moted directly  by  the  schools  of  the  town,  it  gives  the  school  chil- 
dren its  advantages,  and  they  share  in  the  responsibility  of  its  main- 
tainance.  Evening  entertainments  and  socials  were  held  in  several 
districts  under  the  auspices  of  the  schools. 

The  school  of  Home  Economics  at  Montrose  has  been  very  success- 
ful during  the  year.  An  increased  attendance  and  interest  have  been 
observed,  and  the  teacher,  Miss  Davey,  has  been  able  to  carry  her 
work  to  several  of  the  smaller  villages  in  such  a  manner  as  to  popu- 
larize this  branch  of  education.  The  Agricultural  School  at  the 
same  place  has  done  efficient  work,  but  for  some  reason  has  not  at- 
tracted additional  pupils  as  it  should.  Not  one  of  the  village  boys 
has  entered  this  course.  We  believe,  however,  that  it  will,  in  the 
future,  attract  a  larger  number  from  all  localities.  Parent-teacher 
associations  were  conducted  at  Montrose,  Susquehanna,  and  Forest 
City.  Dr.  Myron  Scudder,  of  New  York,  addressed  the  meetings  at 
the  first  two  places,  and  aroused  a  live  interest  in  the  necessity  for 
playgrounds.  Steps  are  being  taken  in  all  three  towns  to  provide 
more  favorable  conditions  for  the  play  activities.  The  Susquehanna 
association  served  a  luncheon  at  the  annual  teachers'  meeting  held 
there  in  the  winter. 

We  are  unable  to  report  the  consolidation  of  any  more  schools 
this  year.  The  towns  that  have  been  doing  this  for  several  years 
continue  it  with  marked  success;  but  it  is  difficult  to  induce  others 
to  provide  the  necessary  equipment  and  undertake  it.  In  most 
cases  it  would  necessitate  the  erection  of  a  central  building,  and 
would  add  materially  to  the  immediate  expenses.  Then,  too,  there 
is  a  sort  of  "sacredness"  that  seems  to  hover  above  the  little  old 
school  house,  and  no  matter  how  small  the  attendance  or  how  inef- 
ficient the  work,  it  must  not  be  replaced  or  abandoned.  The  cus- 
tomary habit  of  frequently  changing  teachers  still  continues  in  the 
larger  number  of  our  districts.  The  graded  schools  and  one  or  two 
townships  are  seeing  the  folly  of  these  frequent  changes,  and  are 
continuing  their  teachers  in  the  same  schools.  Un fortunately  we 
have  some  districts  that  still  seem  to  feel  that  the  schools  are  places 
for  giving  young  people  a  job.    They  seem  to  feel  that  the  expecta- 
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tion  of  being  able  to  teach  after  graduating  from  a  high  school 
should  be  held  up  as  an  inducement  to  graduate,  and  that  places 
should  be  found  for  all  these  even  at  the  expense  of  dropping  a 
teacher  of  some  experience.  Salaries,  in  most  cases,  remain  at  the 
minimum  amount.  For  this  reason  we  lose  some  good  teachers  who 
are  offered  more  elsewhere.  Principals  of  high  schools  are  receiving 
about  ten  per  cent,  more  than  they  did  two  years  ago,  and  thirty 
per  cent,  more  than  fifteen  years  ago.  The  school  attendance  has 
been  materially  lowered  this  year  because  of  epidemics  and  colds. 
These  prevailed  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  usual.  The  compul- 
sory school  law  is  not  strictly  enforced  in  several  districts  because 
one  neighbor  does  not  like  to  interfere  with  another's  business.  Too 
often  boys  between  ten  and  fourteen  are  kept  home  and  the  excuse, 
"needed  to  work,"  is  accepted. 

The  material  improvements  have  been  greater  than  in  any  recent 
year.  Forest  City  has  completed  a  thirty  thousand  dollar  building, 
and  Harford  is  building  a  four-room  addition  and  remodeling  the 
old  plant  with  modern  lighting  and  ventilating  requirements.  Last 
fall  we  urged  teachers  to  encourage  the  improvement  of  school 
houses  and  grounds  and  the  responses  to  inquiries  sent  out  this 
spring  were  fully  up  to  our  expectations.  Many  houses  were  re- 
painted or  papered  inside,  windows  put  in,  outside  painted  and 
grounds  cleared  of  stones  and  weeds.  Many  good  pictures  were 
hung  on  the  walls  and  in  this  connection  we  are  indebted  to  Dr. 
J.  G.  Wilson,  of  Montrose,  who  made  the  medical  inspection  in  sev- 
eral districts.  In  two  years  he  has  presented  these  eighteen  or 
twenty  schools  with  eighty-five  good  pictures. 

The  condition  of  our  high  schools  remain  about  the  same.  We 
still  feel  the  weakness  of  high  school  graduates  in  the  common 
branches  due  to  the  fact  that  no  reviews  are  given  in  high  school 
in  these  subjects.  One  of  the  things  we  hope  to  accomplish  the 
coming  year  is  the  incidental  review  and  correlation  of  these  com- 
mon subjects  with  the  high  school  work. 

We  also  plan,  with  the  aid  of  the  assistant  superintendent,  to 
elaborate  somewhat  the  State  elementary  course  of  study,  making 
certain  definite  recommendations  as  t6  subject  matter  and  to 
methods  of  presentation.  We  shall  take  two  or  three  districts  at  a 
time  and  make  frequent  visits,  observing  the  grading  of  the  pupils, 
and  following  up  the  suggestions  left  with  the  teacher,  in  a  few 
days,  with  others  that  seem  necessary. 

We  are  grateful  to  the  public  press,  the  teachers,  directors  and 
the  State  Department  for  valuable  assistance  in  various  ways  dur- 
ing the  year. 


10—7—1915 
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TIOGA  COUNTY— 10.  A.  Retan. 


I  am  gratified  to  report  that,  taken  as  a  whole,  the  school  year 
has  been  so  successful  as  to  be  very  satisfactory. 

In  several  rural  districts  the  attendance  was  greatly  lessened 
by  an  effort  on  the  part  of  the  Health  Department  to  enforce  the 
vaccination  laws.  Many  parents  objected  to  the  vaccination  of  their 
children  during  the  extremely  cold  weather  of  January  and  February. 
The  law  should  be  complied  with  and  notice  should  be  given  that 
the  children  must  be  vaccinated  before  entering  the  schools  in  Sep- 
tember, Such  action,  if  taken  annually,  would  soon  settle  the  dif- 
ficulty. 

At  least  ten  per  cent,  of  the  pupils  enrolled  were  reported  as  neither 
tardy  nor  absent  during  the  year  and  the  usual  attendance  certificates 
were  granted. 

The  percentage  of  normal  graduates  employed  in  the  schools  of 
the  county  was  in  excess  of  that  of  any  previous  year  and  fewer 
teachers  holding  provisional  certificates  were  employed.  Applicants 
for  provisional  certificates  must  be  either  graduates  of  high  schools 
or  have  training  equivalent  to  that  of  a  high  school  graduate.  This 
requirement  is  lessening  the  number  of  applicants  for  provisional 
certificates  and  increasing  the  quality  of  teachers  employed. 

There  has  been  a  decided  increase  in  the  salaries  for  both  principals 
and  teachers  in  the  several  high  schools  of  the  county.  As  a  result 
a  more  efficient  corps  of  teachers  is  now  employed  for  these  schools. 

In  January  the  principals  and  teachers  of  the  fifteen  high  schools 
of  the  county  met  at  Lawrenceville  to  discuss  problems  relating  to 
their  work.  Dr.  Briggs  of  Columbia  University  was  present  and, 
after  an  interesting  address,  conducted  a  round  table  conference 
which  proved  very  profitable.  It  was  decided  to  hold  similar  con- 
ferences annually.  This  organization  will  no  doubt  prove  a  valuable 
agency  in  the  educational  work  of  the  county.  The  usual  number  of 
educational  meetings  was  held  in  the  different  sections  of  the  county, 
in  addition  to  the  County  Institute  and  Directors'  Association. 
The  work  of  the  latter  organizations  was  pronounced  to  be  of  a  high 
order.  The  instructors  at  the  County  Institute  were  State  Supt. 
Schaeffer,  Dr.  Winship,  Dr.  Wilis,  and  Dr.  Straughn  of  the  Mans- 
field Normal  School. 

The  reports  from  the  teachers  of  the  rural  schools  show  that 
|1,252.73  were  raised  by  socials  and  entertainments.    This  was  $250.00 
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in  excess  of  the  amount  raised  the  previous  year.  This  money  was  ex- 
pended for  library  books,  apparatus  and  equipment  for  the  several 
schools.    1049  books  were  bought  for  the  libraries. 

The  results  of  the  efforts  put  forth  to  arouse  interest  in  an  agricul- 
tural contest  were  discouraging.  It  is  thought  that  local  contests 
may  awaken  more  interest  than  a  county  contest.  B.  F.  Edwards 
of  Charleston  Township  offers  to  the  winner  of  a  potato  growing 
contest  in  his  township,  expenses  to  Farmers'  Week  at  State  College. 
The  Grange  National  Bank  of  Mansfield  makes  a  similar  offer  to 
the  winner  of  a  potato  growing  contest  conducted  under  the  manage- 
ment of  the  agricultural  department  of  the  Mansfield-Richmond  con- 
solidated school.  In  Helmar  Township  prizes  are  offered  in  several 
contests:  vegetable  growing,  sewing,  canning,  and  bread  baking. 
This  is  the  largest  district  in  the  county,  having  twenty-five  schools. 

The  agricultural  department  of  the  Mansfield  High  School  closed 
a  very  successful  years'  work.  Complete  shop  and  laboratory  equip- 
ment has  been  provided  and  much  enthusiasm  was  manifested  by 
the  twenty-five  boys  in  attendance.  Fortunately  the  teacher  is  a 
"live  wire."  During  the  winter  a  course  was  provided  for  the  farmers 
in  the  adjacent  territory.  This  was  well  attended.  Several  other 
high  schools  of  the  county  should  provide  for  similar  work  as  it, 
to  a  great  extent,  solves  the  question  as  to  how  to  keep  the  boy  in 
school  and  how  to  hold  him  upon  the  farm  in  the  future. 

Material  improvements  were  made  in  many  districts.  Liberty 
Township  takes  the  lead  of  the  several  rural  districts.  Two  new 
modern  one-room  buildings  have  been  erected  in  this  district  and 
decided  improvements  have  been  made  in  nearly  all  the  other  build- 
ings to  make  them  comfortable  and  healthful  for  the  children.  Hamil- 
ton Township  expects  to  have  an  eight  room  building,  modern  in 
every  detail,  ready  for  occupancy  when  school  opens.  Knoxville  has 
equipped  its  building  with  inside  toilets.  Wellsboro  has  provided 
laboratories  at  an  expense  of  several  hundred  dollars. 

In  conclusion,  we  shall  continue  to  strive  to  increase  the  demands 
for  more  efficient  teachers  and  to  urge  that  the  compulsory  educa- 
tional laws  be  more  rigidly  enforced;  that  teachers  be  continued 
for  a  longer  period  in  the  same  school  in  the  same  district;  that 
better  buildings  be  provided  in  many  rural  districts;  and  that  school 
grounds  be  graded  and  trees  and  shrubs  planted;  that  the  boys  and 
girls  of  our  own  county  may  be  provided  with  the  best  possible  en- 
vironment. 
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UNION  COUNTY— Wm.  W.  Spigelmyer. 


I  ain  quite  sure  in  reporting  the  educational  work  of  another  year, 
that  a  very  pleasant  duty  has  been  given  me.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  stop, 
in  this  busy  life  of  ours,  and  cast  a  glance  backward  over  the  way  we 
have  come  and  see  what  progress  has  been  made. 

The  school  year  that  has  just  closed  was  started  under  very  favor- 
able circumstances.  Many  of  the  school  properties  had  been  beauti- 
fied by  painting  or  papering  the  interior,  others  by  external  improve- 
ments. Concrete  porches  were  put  at  twenty  of  our  rural  schools 
to  replace  the  old  wooden  porches.  Flag  poles  were  erected  on  which 
"Old  Glory"  was  to  float.  Heating  and  ventilating  systems  are 
now  in  more  than  eighty  per  cent,  of  our  schools.  The  drinking 
water  problem  has  been  solved  in  a  number  of  places  by  digging 
wells  on  the  school  properties,  others  by  connecting  with  water 
systems,  that  were  convenient.  Other  districts  should  pay  some  at- 
tention to  this  question,  especially  where  the  water  is  obtained  from 
springs  or  runs  that  happen  to  be  near  the  school  properties. 

The  teachers  have  been  working  faithfully  to  improve  conditions 
generally.  By  means  of  box-socials,  entertainments  or  public  sub- 
scriptions they  have  placed  organs,  clocks  and  suitable  pictures  in 
their  schools.  It  was  noticeable  that  in  each  case,  patrons  have  be- 
come more  interested  in  their  school  and  it  naturally  follows  that 
when  that  happens,  pupils  will  be  regular,  the  interest  will  be  great 
and  success  follows. 

Local  Institutes  were  held  in  a  number  of  the  districts  and  the 
interest  shown  in  all  of  these  meetings  was  encouraging.  Commence- 
ment exercises  were  held  in  a  number  of  the  rural  districts  and  the 
young  people  reflected  credit  on  the  work  done  in  the  rural  schools. 

Graduating  exercises  were  held  in  each  of  our  five  high  schools,  at 
which  time  fifty-four  young  men  and  women  were  awarded  the  high 
school  diploma.  It  is  encouraging  to  note  that  more  than  half  of 
this  number  will  follow  up  their  education  in  higher  institutions 
of  learning.  The  high  school  is  doing  a  great  work,  it  opens  to  pupils 
a  large  field,  and  arouses  ambitions  which  otherwise  might  lie 
dormant. 

One  of  our  very  best  County  Teachers'  Association  meetings  was 
held  in  Lewisburg  near  the  close  of  the  term.  It  was  well  attended 
by  the  teachers  while  the  papers  and  discussions  were  interesting 
and  helpful. 

The  East  Central  Round  Table  of  Superintendent  and  Principals 
held  its  fall  conference  in  Bucknell  chapel,  early  in  the  school  term. 
It  was  fairly  well  attended  and  the  discussions  were  quite  spirited. 
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The  Teachers'  Institute  held  in  Lewisburg  December  14  to  18,  was 
grand  success  from  start  to  finish.  Every  teacher  of  the  county  was 
present.  The  interest  shown  by  the  teachers  speaks  much  for  their 
faithful  service  in  their  respective  schools.  The  instructors  all  ren- 
dered splendid  service.  The  list  of  instructors  embrace  the  following: 
Dr.  O.  L.  Warren,  Dr.  Louis  W.  Rapeer,  Mary  Cooper,  Principal 
Charles  Lose,  Principal  D.  J.  Waller,  Jr.  and  Dr.  Mary  Wolfe.  An- 
other special  feature  of  the  institute  was  the  singing  which  was  so 
ably  led  by  Dr.  Warren.  The  evening  attractions  were  excellent  but 
not  as  well  patronized  as  they  should  have  been  to  make  them  a  fin- 
ancial success.  The  attractions  included  the  following:  Prof.  H.  A. 
Surface,  Rev.  Charles  Barnitz,  The  Lyric  Concert  Company,  Dr. 
William  H.  Main. 

The  Directors'  Convention  was  held  in  Lewisburg  during  Institute. 
It  was  well  attended  by  the  directors  of  the  county.  The  instruction 
was  given  by  the  Institute  instructors,  who  certainly  gave  many 
helpful  suggestions  to  them. 

The  display  of  the  work  done  in  the  schools  of  the  county  at 
Institute  was  very  fine  and  reflects  credit  on  the  work  done  along  this 
line.  Just  a  few  of  the  schools  have  been  doing  some  work  along  the 
line  of  sewing  and  the  success  of  this  depends  very  largely  on  the 
teacher. 

I  find  that  all  the  live  teachers  have  been  observing  Patrons  Day 
for  a  number  of  years  and  as  a  result  the  spirit  of  progress  is  noted 
in  school  loyalty.  When  pupils  are  interested  their  parents  can 
greatly  augment  this  by  visiting  their  school  on  special  occasions  to 
observe  their  work.  Some  years  ago  few  pictures  were  found  on  the 
walls  of  the  school-rooms.  Today  few  schools  that  have  not  beautiful 
framed  pictures  of  Washington,  Lincoln,  Francis  Willard  and  other 
standard  paintings;  now  since  these  have  been  placed  the  work  goes 
on  to  place  others.  Most  of  the  pictures  have  been  placed  in  these 
schools  on   Patrons  Day. 

Bucknell  University  in  our  midst  has  had  the  most  successful  year 
in  her  history.  Large  classes  were  graduated  from  all  departments. 
Many  of  her  graduates  find  their  way  into  the  public  school  work  of 
our  state  and  New  Jersey,  and  they  are  making  good. 

Dr.  Edwards  for  many  years  connected  with  this  institution  as  an 
instructor,  was  called  to  his  eternal  reward  during  the  year.  He  was 
a  strong  educator  and  his  presence  as  well  as  his  helpfulness  will 
be  missed. 

William  Donachy  for  many  years  a  member  of  the  Lewisburg 
School  Board  also  was  called  to  his  eternal  home.  His  life  was  a 
life  of  service.  He  was  a  friend  of  all  the  young  people  of  his  town 
and  he  did  his  town  great  service  by  looking  after  the  public  educa- 
tion. 
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While  we  had  many  things  to  encourage  us  during  the  year,  the  fact 
remains  that  we  had  an  epedemic  of  diptheria  in  three  districts  which 
greatly  effected  the  schools.  Many  of  them  had  been  closed  for  a 
time.  The  attendance  even  when  open  was  hurt  by  the  enforcement 
of  the  quarantine,  which  was  generally  well  kept.  There  was  but 
one  death,  a  school  boy  of  nine.  Mumps  and  measles  were  scattered 
over  the  entire  county  which  greatly  lowered  the  attendance. 

In  conclusion  I  desire  to  express  my  sincere  gratitude  to  the  De- 
partment for  counsel,  to  the  public  press  for  giving  public  notice  of 
educational  events  and  to  directors,  teachers,  pupils  and  patrons  for 
their  efforts  to  make  the  year's  work  successful. 


VENANGO  COUNTY— Dallas  W.  Armstrong. 


The  schools  of  Venango  county  did  their  usual  work  during  the 
school  year  of  1914-1915. 

The  weather  and  health  conditions  this  year  were  very  favorable 
toward  securing  good  attendance  in  nearly  all  of  our  schools.  Re- 
ports show  a  better  percentage  of  attendance  than  usual  for  the 
county.  The  school  officials  of  the  county  are  making  an  effort  to 
secure  good  attendance  without  resorting  to  the  use  of  the  Compul- 
sory Attendance  law  and  are  very  successful.  There  are  only  a  few 
cases  in  the  county  in  which  the  help  of  the  Compulsory  Attendance 
law  has  been  called.  Our  teachers  are  the  greatest  factors  in  the 
attendance  problem  and  both  the  teachers  and  the  directors  so 
understand  it. 

There  were  594  pupils  that  took  the  eighth  grade  examination  this 
year  and  462  of  this  number  were  successful.  The  greater  part  of  this 
number  will  enter  high  school  at  the  beginning  of  next  year. 

Our  county  Institute  this  year  was  an  exceptionally  profitable 
one.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  O.  T.  Corson,  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis,  Prof. 
James  G.  Pentz,  and  Prof.  Hamlin  E.  Cogswell.  The  Institute  went 
on  record  for  temperance  by  unanimously  adopting  the  following 
resolution : 

"As  those  interested  and  in  a  vital  way  identified  with  the  young 
manhood  and  womanhood  and  the  homes  of  the  county  we  feel  im- 
pelled to  give  expression  to  the  sense  of  satisfaction  and  gratitude 
which  we  experience  because  that  ours  is  now  a  saloonless  county; 
that  the  temptation  and  menace  of  open  doors  to  places  wherein 
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merchandise  is  made  of  strong  drink  is  removed  and  the  way  for 
many  made  brighter  and  safer.  To  Judge  Oiswell  and  all  others 
who  in  any  way  contributed  to  this  result,  we  extend  assurance  of 
hearty  and  grateful  appreciation." 

Supt.  Henry  Pease,  Supt.  H.  E.  McConnell,  Dr.  J.  A.  Patterson  and 
Dr.  Herbert  A.  Ellis  helped  with  our  annual  School  Directors'  Con- 
vention. This  convention  passed  unanimously  .the  following  resolu- 
tions: 

"Believing  that  the  success  of  our  public  schools  depends  directly 
upon  the  quality  of  our  teachers,  be  is  resolved  that  we  select  and 
assign  our  teachers  with  as  great  care  as  possible,  and  when  good 
teachers  are  secured  that  we  retain  them  as  long  as  possible.''  and, 

"Resolved  that  the  sentiment  of  this  convention  is  opposed  to  the 
plan  of  further  reducing  the  power  of  local  school  authorities  by 
creating  county  boards  of  control.  We  believe  that  already  there  are 
too  many  appointed  and  political  influences  interfering  with  Hie 
public  school  in  this  State." 

As  can  be  observed  by  the  resolutions  passed  at  the  two  educational 
meetings  mentioned  herein,  this  county  believes  that  almost  every- 
thing in  school  progress  depends  upon  the  teacher  and  with  this 
thought  "To  get  better  prepared  teachers,"  in  mind,  the  teachers, 
the  directors  and  the  citizens  in  general  were  unanimous  in  their 
interest  and  effort  to  amend  section  2035  of  the  school  law  to  make  it 
read  as  follows: 

"Any  State  Normal  School  the  property  of  which  has  heretofore 
been  or  may  hereafter  be  conveyed  "to  the  Commonwealth  shall  be 
managed  by  a  board  of  trustees  consisting,  ex-officio,  of  the  county 
superintendents  of  the  counties  composing  the  State  Normal  School 
district  in  which  such  school  is  located  and  the  district  superintend- 
ents of  the  districts  therein  having  a  population  in  excess  of  ten 
thousand  by  the  last  preceding  decennial  census.  The  majority 
of  the  members  of  such  board  duly  convened  shall  constitute  a  quorum 
for  the  transaction  of  business." 

And  although  the  amendment  failed  after  having  passed  the  House 
in  our  last  Legislature,  it  has  had  a  wholesome  effect  upon  the  people 
in  this  county  in  regard  to  their  attitude  toward  their  State  Normal 
Schools. 

The  matter  of  inter-high  school  debates  was  considered  again  this 
year  and  plans  perfected  for  conducting  the  same. 

The  Farmers  and  Fruit  Growers'  Association  with  the  help  of 
the  county  superintendent  and  other  school  officials  of  the  county 
conducted  very  successfully  a  Boys'  Corn  Growing  Contest.  This 
association  is  doing  much  good  for  the  agricultural  interests  of  the 
county;  it  paid  more  than  one  thousand  dollars  last  year  in  prizes  in 
its  various  lines  of  activity. 
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Cornplanter  township  engaged  a  supervising  principal  for  their 
schools  this  year,  being  the  first  township  in  the  county  to  take  this 
step.  The  plan  has  been  very  successful  and  the  directors,  teachers 
and  people  are  favorable  to  it  now  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  will 
be  continued  from  this  time.  Other  districts  observing  what  the  re- 
sults are,  are  thinking  of  adopting  the  same  plan. 

In  order  to  get  before  every  director  in  the  county  an  official  report 
of  my  visit  to  their  respective  schools,  the  record  of  the  visit  was 
made  in  duplicate  upon  a  specially  prepared  blank  for  this  purpose 
and  a  copy  was  sent  to  the  secretary  of  the  school  board  in  which 
the  school  was  located  and  by  him  was  brought  to  the  attention  of 
the  board  at  a  regular  meeting.  This  plan  induced  the  teacher  to  do 
her  best  work  as  she  knew  previously  that  such  a  report  was  to  be 
made  to  her  school  board;  it  increased  the  interest  of  the  director  in 
his  school;  it  served  to  bring  the  teacher,  director  and  superintendent 
into  a  better  understanding  and  co-operation  in  school  administra- 
tion. The  teachers  and  directors  approve  of  the  plan  and  I  am  certain 
that  it  is  very  helpful  to  the  superintendent. 

During  the  year  in  many  of  the  districts  of  the  county,  conferences 
were  held  with  the  teachers  and  directors  with  the  superintendent. 
As  these  meetings  were  exclusive  almost  any  question  regarding  the 
school  work  of  the  district  could  be  taken  up  and  discussed  freely 
without  any  feeling  of  personality  entering  into  the  discussion  or  the 
effects  of  it.  Very  much  good  came  to  the  schools  on  account  of  the  ie 
meetings  and  it  is  the  plan  to  hold  such  a  meeting  in  every  district 
in  the  county  at  the  beginning  of  each  school  year. 


WARREN  COUNTY— C.  S.  Knapp. 


In  submitting  this,  my  seventh  annual  report,  I  am  inclined  to 
give  some  comparisons  of  the  conditions  in  this  county  with  what 
they  were  seven  years  ago.  We  should  naturally  expect  better  condi- 
tions in  regard  to  school  property,  books,  course  of  study,  attendance, 
qualifications  of  teachers,  and  educational  sentiment.  While  there 
is  opportunity  for  great  improvement  along  all  these  lines  we  cannot 
help  but  be  pleased  with  the  comparison.  We  feel  that  a  greatly 
increased  educational  sentiment  has  had  much  to  do  with  the  im- 
proved conditions.  This  has  been  brought  about  in  various  ways. 
The  State  has  helped  greatly  by  establishing  a  standard  for  high 
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schools  and  providing  competent  inspectors.  In  1907  we  had  five 
high  schools  that  were  devoting  their  time  to  high  school  work. 
Several  others  were  drawing  the  appropriation  by  teaching  seventh 
and  eighth  grade  grades  with  about  a  year  or  two  high  school  work  to 
eight  or  ten  pupils.  Today  we  have  fifteen  recognized  high  schools 
with  from  fifteen  to  ninety-seven  pupils  devoting  their  time  ex- 
clusively to  high  school  work.  Six  of  these  schools  maintain  a  four 
year  course,  while  the  others  have  a  full  three  year  course  the 
graduates  of  which  are  admitted  to  the  senior  year  of  the  first  grade 
schools.  The  real  pleasing  feature  is  the  greatly  increased  enrolment 
of  high  school  pupils  in  districts  that  have  had  no  appreciable  in- 
crease in  population.  Chief  among  these  schools  is  Sheffield  with  an 
increase  in  teaching  force  from  two  to  seven  and  in  number  of  pupils 
enrolled  from  sixty-eight  to  over  a  hundred.  Chandlers  Valley  has 
increased  the  course  from  two  years  to  four  years  and  has  an  at- 
tendance of  24  pupils.  North  Warren  failed  to  draw  the  appropria- 
tion three  years  ago  on  account  of  not  having  twelve  pupils.  Today 
a  four  year  course  is  maintained  with  two  teachers  and  over  30  pupils. 
A  new  $20,000  building  has  been  erected.  Freehold  and  Russell  have 
increased  the  length  of  the  course  and  have  an  enrolment  of  27  and 
39  respectively. 

The  greatly  increased  attendance  at  Youngsville  has  necessitated  a 
large  addition  to  their  building.  Tidioute  has  the  largest  enrolment 
of  high  school  pupils  in  its  history.  No  one  agency  is  responsible 
for  these  improved  conditions  but  they  have  been  brought  about 
by  all  the  educational  forces  working  in  harmony  to  increase  the  edu 
cational  sentiment  in  the  community.  Good  commencements,  County 
and  Local  Institutes,  Directors'  Conventions,  and  Parent-Teachers 
Meetings  have  been  a  great  factor  in  this  work. 

While  the  advance  in  the  district  schools  has  not  been  so  pro- 
nounced, yet  there  is  much  cause  for  encouragement.  During  the 
past  year  many  school  grounds  have  been  improved,  outhouses  rebuilt 
and  properly  screened,  schools  provided  with  drinking  fountains  or 
individual  cups,  improved  heating  systems  installed,  and  greater 
light  area  provided.  The  Columbus  township  board  has  recently 
erected  a  modern  brick  building  that  is  a  model  in  every  way.  It  is 
located  on  a  much  traveled  road  and  will  be  an  inspiration  to  that 
section  of  the  county.  No  quarantine  has  been  placed  on  this  line 
of  work  and  it  is  bound  to  spread. 

County  Institute. 

The  County  Institute  was  held  before  the  opening  of  schools  as 
has  been  the  practice  for  the  past  four  years.  The  enrolment  was 
large  and  the  attendance  almost  perfect.  We  had  as  instructors: 
Frank  D.  Blodgett  of  the  Oneonta  Normal  School,  Oneonta,  N.  Y., 
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Cora  Mel  Patten  of  the  Marden  School  of  Oratory,  Chicago,  Prof. 
George  Singer  of  the  Lock  Haven  Normal  School,  Mrs.  Edith  Smith 
Davis,  National  Superintendent  of  Scientific  Temperance  Investiga- 
tion and  Instruction,  Prof.  Frank  Baker,  Principal  of  the  Edinboro 
Normal  School,  and  Prof.  A.  J.  Mooney  of  the  Warren  Conservatory 
of  Music.  Each  had  an  instructive  and  inspiring  message.  With 
such  instructors  there  is  no  argument  as  to  whether  or  not  institutes 
are  a  paying  feature  of  our  educational  system. 

Directors'  Convention. 

The  Directors  Convention  was  held  Thursday  and  Friday,  January 
28th  and  29th.  These  conventions  are  an  important  feature  of  our 
educational  work.  We  have  the  best  talent  procurable,  our  at- 
tendance is  always  large  and  the  topics  discussed  of  direct  interest 
to  the  directors  in  the  performance  of  their  duties.  We  had  as 
speakers  this  year  Prof.  R.  M.  McNeal  of  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction,  Harrisburg,  Prof.  J.  C.  Muerman,  Expert  in  Rural  Edu- 
cation of  the  National  Department  of  Education,  Washington,  D.  C, 
Prof.  Chas.  Lose  of  the  Lock  Haven  Normal  School,  Rev.  H.  K.  Miller 
of  Pittsfield  township,  J.  A.  Rose  of  Elk  township,  and  Peter  Olson 
of  Pleasant  township.  The  last  three  are  directors  of  the  county  and 
were  the  delegates  to  the  State  conventions.  Mr.  McNeal,  Mr.  Muer- 
man, and  Mr.  Lose  are  forceful  speakers  easily  holding  the  atten- 
tion of  all  throughout  the  full  two  day  program,  while  the  papers 
read  by  the  directors  were  full  of  interest  and  well  received,  especially 
that  of  Rev.  Miller  on,  "The  True  Aim  of  Education." 

A  Local  Institute  was  held  in  the  Court  House  on  the  Saturday 
following  directors  convention.  Mr.  McNeal  remained  with  us  for 
two  talks.  Principal  Frank  Baker  of  the  Edinboro  Normal  was 
secured  to  take  the  place  of  Mr.  Muerman  who  went  to  Elk  county 
to  speak  at  a  local  institute.  By  special  request  Rev.  Miller  gave 
his  talk  on  "The  True  Aim  of  Education"  at  this  meeting.  Nearly 
two  hundred  teachers  were  present.  Every  district  but  one  in  the 
county  was  represented.  We  feel  that  this  shows  in  a  way  what  the 
educational  sentiment  in  the  county  is,  especially  when  we  consider 
the  fact  that  the  thermometer  registered  way  below  zero  and  that  the 
roads  were  badly  drifted.  Large  local  institutes  were  held  at  Tidi- 
oute  and  Youngsvile.  The  teachers  were  the  speakers  at  these  meet- 
ings. 

Personally,  I  have  visited  schools,  attended  State  meetings,  normal 
examinations,  local  institutes,  directors  meetings,  and  parent-teachers 
meetings,  held  numerous  teachers  examination,  eighth  grade  and 
special  examinations,  taken  care  of  the  office  work  and  carried  out 
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as  faithfully  as  possible  the  numerous  duties  assigned  to  a  county 
superintendent.  I  have  been  loyally  assisted  by  the  principals  and 
teachers  of  the  schools,  by  the  directors,  by  the  press,  and  by  the  State 
Department,  to  all  of  whom  1  extend  my  thanks. 


WASHINGTON  COUNTY— L.  It.  CKUMRINE. 


In  submitting  this  report  of  the  condition  of  school  affairs  of  the 
county,  we  feel  that  material  evidence  is  not  wanting.  The  indica- 
tions of  a  growing  school  sentiment  in  rural,  as  well  as  in  town  dis- 
tricts, a  more  liberal  and  progressive  policy  by  many  of  our  school 
boards  and  an  awakened  interest  in  more  rational  methods  of  teach- 
ing and  school  management  on  the  part  of  a  large  proportion  of 
our  teachers  are  the  marked  characteristics  of  the  past  school  year. 

Teachers. 

The  majority  of  our  teachers  are  earnest,  conscientious  workers, 
laboring  faithfully  for  the  welfare  of  the  community  in  which  they 
are  placed.  As  in  every  county,  some  want  to  take  up  the  work  of 
teaching  before  they  are  fully  prepared  for  it.  Many  of  our  teachers 
show  a  commendable  desire  for  improvement  and  attend  State  Nor- 
mal or  other  schools  during  the  summer.  Others  attend  college 
during  the  summer  vacation.  As  a  result,  the  teaching  force  of  the 
county  has  increased  along  the  lines  of  scholarship  and  professional 
training.  More  than  forty  per  cent,  of  our  teachers  are  holding 
permanent  certificates  or  State  Normal  diplomas. 

The  rural  schools  are  greatly  handicapped  by  the  changing  of 
teachers  year  after  year,  which  has  a  tendency  to  check  the  educa- 
tional growth  of  the  child.  Teachers  who  do  their  work  well  should 
be  as  secure  in  their  positions  as  the  employes  of  an  industrial  es- 
tablishment. Better  organization,  better  teaching  and  less  waste  of 
time  to  the  pupils  would  result  from  the  retention  of  the  faithful 
teacher  in  the  same  school. 

Supervision. 

The  districts  that  have  had  local  supervision  for  several  years  could 
not  be  induced  to  change.  The  results  secured  in  magnifying  the 
work  of  all  the  schools  in  the  district,  to  say  nothing  of  the  material 
help  given  the  inexperienced  teachers,  and  the  higher  standard  of 
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work  done,  show  the  wisdom  of  the  directors  who  provide  it.  There 
is  no  one  agency  that  has  done  more  for  the  general  uplift,  or  that 
is  more  needed  in  some  districts  than  closer  and  more  expert  super- 
vision. The  larger  boroughs  have  as  close  and  as  efficient  supervision 
as  is  found  in  many  of  the  cities  of  the  State.  Special  supervisors  of 
music  and  writing  in  Cecil,  Mt.  Pleasant  and  Carrol  townships  and 
special  teachers  of  domestic  science  and  manual  training  in  East 
Washington  and  Ellsworth  boroughs  were  employed  the  past  year. 

Agriculture. 

We  are  fortunate  in  having  a  county  agriculturist  in  our  midst 
who  is  one  of  the  best  friends  of  the  schools  in  the  county.  Through 
the  co-operation  of  Mr.  J.  M.  McKee  we  were  able  to  organize  corn 
clubs  at  different  points  in  the  county.  Boys  were  met  and  the  plan 
of  forming  clubs  was  explained  to  them.  They  responded  heartily 
and  as  a  result  five  clubs  were  organized  and  the  boys  entered  into 
the  competition  of  growing  a  half  acre  of  corn. 

In  some  schools  of  the  county  corn  contests  were  held,  and  in  East 
Washington,  garden  work  was  carried  on  successfully  by  the  pupils 
in  the  grades.  Their  exhibit  was  exceptionally  fine,  considering  the 
unfavorable  season. 

Another  vitalizing  agency,  used  in  the  schools  for  the  first  time 
this  year,  was  the  "Clean  up  day."  The  majority  of  the  schools 
showed  evidence  of  the  observance  of  the  day. 

Directors. 

The  school  directors  in  many  of  the  districts  showed  a  progressive 
spirit  in  their  efforts  to  beautify  the  school  rooms  and  equip  them 
with  modern  appliances.  More  was  accomplished  the  past  year  than 
ever  before.  Heating  and  ventilating  plants  were  installed  in  many 
of  the  rural  schools.  Painting  and  papering  of  school  rooms  was 
done  in  nearly  all  districts.  Floors  were  oiled  to  settle  the  dust 
nuisance,  while  other  boards  furnished  "dust  down"  to  minimize  the 
dust  problem. 

In  the  enforcement  of  the  compulsory  attendance  law,  we  have  had 
a  varied  record.  The  districts  that  show  the  best  records  are  those 
that  have  a  regularly  employed  truant  officer,  who  takes  charge  of 
the  work  for  the  board  and  is  paid  a  stated  amount  for  his  services. 
A  few  districts  have  been  negligent  in  the  enforcement  of  the  law, 
but  the  majority  have  been  active  and  successful. 

Health  inspection  is  proving  more  satisfactory  each  succeeding 
year.  A  number  of  districts  however,  labor  under  a  misapprehension 
and  refuse  to  accept  inspection. 
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Evening  schools  were  organized  in  some  of  the  districts,  the  great- 
est variety  of  work  being  offered  at  Ellsworth.  School  credit  for 
home  work  was  tried  out  in  the  schools  of  Cecil  township  last  year. 
The  results  were  most  satisfactory. 

Buildings. 

Canton  township  erected  two  new  buildings,  Amwell  township  one, 
Cross  Creek  township  one,  East  Bethlehem  one,  South  Strabane  one, 
Smith  two,  McDonald  borough  one.  In  addition  to  these,  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant township  began  the  erection  of  a  new  twelve  room  building  for 
use  of  high  school  and  grades.  The  building  will  cost  when  com- 
pleted, $65,000.  The  board  has  decided  to  add  a  course  in  agriculture 
to  the  high  school  course,  and  are  installing  the  necessary  equipment 
at  the  present  time.  The  building  will  be  completed  for  the  opening 
of  the  coming  term,  and  will  be  one  of  the  most  modern  in  the  country. 

Educational  Meetings. 

One  of  the  most  profitable  meetings  during  the  year  was  the  School 
of  Methods  held  prior  to  the  opening  term..  Two  hundred  and  forty 
teachers  were  in  attendance. 

The  county  institute  continues  to  be  the  great  educational  gathering 
of  the  year.  If  we  may  judge  by  the  numerous  expressions  of  ap- 
proval from  the  teachers,  the  last  institute  wras  one  of  the  best  ever 
held  in  the  county.  All  of  our  instructors  did  splendid  work  along 
their  respective  lines. 

The  Principals'  Round  Table  held  four  meetings  during  the  year. 
The  meetings  were  marked  by  increased  interest  and  much  larger 
attendance.  A  field  meet,  participated  in  by  nearly  all  the  high 
schools  of  the  county,  was  held  at  Washington,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Round  Table.    The  event  was  a  decided  success. 

Attendance. 

The  attendance  in  our  schools  was  interrupted  but  slightly 
during  the  term.  Our  records  show  that  more  than  eighteen  hundred 
pupils  were  perfect  in  attendance,  not  being  absent  nor  tardy  during 
the  term. 

We  need  for  the  coming  year  more  teachers  having  professional 
training.  More  districts  should  provide  local  supervision.  We  should 
have  a  more  rigid  enforcement  of  the  compulsory  attendance  law. 

In  concluding  this  report  we  wish  to  thank  the  Department  for 
courteous  treatment,  the  press,  and  all  other  factors  that  contributed 
in  making  our  work  successful. 
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WAYNE  COUNTY— J.  J.  Koehler. 


During  the  past  school  year  a  renewed  effort  was  made  throughout 
our  county  to  bring  about  a  closer  relationship  between  patrons  and 
schools.  A  large  number  of  patrons'  meetings  was  held,  both  in  the 
graded  and  rural  schools,  at  which  special  programs  were  rendered 
and  addresses  were  made  by  school  men  or  other  professional  men  on 
the  needs  and  advantages  of  better  school  equipment.  The  superin- 
tendent attended  forty-five  of  these  meetings  and  addressed  the  people. 
A  large  number  of  entertainments  was  held  by  rural  schools  to  raise 
money  for  school  libraries. 

At  Honesdale  a  Parent-Teacher  Association  was  organized  and  held 
monthly  meetings.  The  organization  consists  of  143  members.  The 
spirit  with  which  its  members  worked  to  establish  a  closer  relation- 
ship between  the  patron  and  the  school  was  very  encouraging.  The 
needs  of  the  borough  schools  were  discussed  and  reports  were  given 
at  several  meetings  of  investigations  made  by  members  concerning  the 
equipment  and  facilities  of  schools  in  other  boroughs  of  this  State 
and  other  states.  Parent-Teacher  Associations  can  be  made  a  vital 
factor  in  the  progress  of  our  schools. 

The  principal  at  Hawley  organized  a  manual  training  class  for 
boys  and  the  school  board  equipped  a  suitable  room  in  the  school 
building  for  this  purpose.  Skilled  mechanics  donate  their  services 
free  of  charge  three  evenings  a  week  for  the  trainiug  of  the  boys. 

The  patrons  of  Honesdale  and  vicinity  donated  a  sufficient  amount 
of  money  to  pay  the  Boy  Scout  Master  of  this  district  to  devote  all 
his  time  to  the  physical,  moral  and  social  welfare  of  the  boys.  The 
Scout  Master  is  located  in  a  room  in  the  public  school  building  which 
is  equipped  with  necessary  tools,  implements  and  devices  for  physical 
training. 

The  greatest  need  of  our  two  largest  boroughs  seems  to  be  com- 
munity centers  for  wholesome  recreation  and  social  development  of 
the  boys  and  girls  during  the  winter  months,  and  means  for  sys- 
tematic manual  expression. 

No  relief  can  be  had  until  monied  men  can  be  interested  in  the 
project  of  establishing  child  welfare  centers  and  donating  money 
freely  for  this  cause. 

A  social  center  was  established  in  Dreher  township  during  the 
year,  in  which  teachers  and  school  directors  took  an  active  part.  An 
effective  organization  was  formed  and  sufficient  money  collected  to 
purchase  a  hotel  property.  The  buildings  of  this  property  are  being 
remodeled  and  converted  into  a  gymnasium  and  suitable  rooms  for 
systematic  social  service  for  both  old  and  young. 
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This  center  is  to  contain  a  suitable  community  library,  a  boy  scout 
room,  auditorium,  etc.  The  organization  has  been  granted  a  charter 
by  the  local  court.  The  principal  of  the  Dreher  township  high  school 
is  to  be  located  at  this  social  center  and  have  charge  of  the  work 
connected  with  the  project.  A  board  of  trustees  was  chosen  to  guide 
the  organization. 

Indications  are  that  this  organization  will  be  a  great  factor  in 
the  moral,  social  and  educational  welfare  of  the  community.  Its 
members  are  enthusiastic  workers.  We  hope  this  will  be  the  fore- 
runner of  a  state- wide  movement. 

The  Hawley  Public  School  campus  contains  four  acres,  most  of 
which  is  covered  with  the  shade  of  more  than  two  hundred  beautiful 
maple  trees  planted  annually  for  many  years.  This  is  an  example 
of  what  persistent  eflorts  can  accomplish  in  beautifying  school 
grounds. 

Teachers'  training  classes  were  conducted  last  summer  at  Lake- 
wood,  Ariel  and  Honesdale.  The  attendance  was  approximately 
sixty-five. 

The  teachers'  reading  course  consisted  chiefly  of  Sabin's  "Common 
Sense  Didactics",  Coulter  and  Stone's  "The  Rural  Schools,  Their 
Method  and  Management,"  Shakespeare's  King  Lear,  Colgrove's  "The 
Teacher  and  the  School,"  Thomas'  History  of  Pennsylvania,  "The 
Story  Hour  Method"  of  Primary  Reading,  and  "The  Peters  and 
Brumbaugh  Method"  of  Primary  Reading.  A  great  majority  of 
teachers  studied  carefully  the  foregoing  texts  without  murmur  or 
complaint. 

The  county  spelling  contest  and  the  High  School  Literary  Contest 
were  continued  last  year  under  the  same  rules  as  in  the  past  with 
good  results. 

The  County  School  Boys'  Poultry  Club  held  an  exhibition  at  the 
Wayne  County  Fair  last  October.  The  boys  showed  187  fowls.  91 
entries  were  made.  The  patrons  contributed  $152  to  meet  the  ex- 
pense of  this  club  and  good  premiums  were  given  to  the  Avinners. 
This  year's  club  consists  of  70  members. 

The  principal  of  the  Dreher  township  high  school  organized  school 
boys'  and  school  girls'  agricultural  clubs  and  expects  to  conduct  a 
township  fair  next  October. 

The  Clinton  school  board  built  an  annex  of  two  rooms  to  the  Brow- 
town  Graded  school  building  at  the  cost  of  $3,000.  The  school  board 
of  Lake  township  built  a  suitable  annex  to  the  Lake  High  School 
building  to  accomodate  the  growing  high  school  department  of  the 
district.  A  great  many  minor  improvements  were  made  on  school 
buildings  throughout  the  county. 

Our  teaching  force  consisted  of  11  college  graduates,  80  State  Nor- 
mal school  graduates,  25  holding  county  permanent  certificates.  50 
11 
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holding  professional  certificates,  81  holding  provisional  certificates 
and  2  holding  special  certificates.  Forty-three  (43)  of  our  teachers 
were  beginners. 

Our  County  Institute  and  various  educational  meetings  were  in- 
structed by  Atty.  C.  P.  Searle,  A.  C.  Pennell,  Associate  Editor  of  the 
Wayne  Independent,  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis,  Mae  E.  Schreiber,  Prof.  John 
T.  Walkins.  Dr.  Thos.  Brooks  Fletcher,  Lotta  Schremp,  Dr.  J.  Geo. 
Becht,  Dr.  Samuel  Weber  and  numerous  teachers,  principals  and 
school  directors  of  the  county.  All  the  educational  meetings  were 
well  attended. 

We  are  grateful  to  the  press  of  the  county  which  contributed  their 
columns  free  of  charge  for  the  cause  of  public  education. 

We  may  have  many  minor  educational  short  comings  in  the  county 
but  our  people  have  a  "Good  Educational  Spirit"  which  counts  for 
a  great  deal. 


WESTMORELAND  COUNTY— Robert  C.  Shaw. 


We  are  pleased  to  report  a  very  successful  year  in  the  work  of  the 
schools  of  our  county.  We  probably  never  had  had  more  interest  and 
better  attendance.  During  the  greater  part  of  the  winer,  favorable 
weather,  good  roads  and  lack  of  epidemics  of  contagious  diseases 
made  regular  attendance  possible. 

The  enrollment  in  our  schools  was  much  larger  than  usual.  This 
is  due  to  several  causes.  The  population  of  our  county  is  growing 
rapidly.  The  public  is  taking  a  greater  interest  in  the  schools.  The 
school  boards  are  providing  for  close  supervision  of  the  schools  mak- 
ing posible  thorough  graduation  and  standardization  of  the  rural 
schools.  All  of  these  assist  in  keeping  the  children  in  school  for  a 
longer  time. 

Our  teachers  continue  to  show  increased  interest  in  professional 
growth.  All  our  educational  meetings  were  well  attended.  We  had 
an  enrollment  in  the  Pennsylvania  State  Educational  Association, 
from  our  county,  of  one  thousand  seventy -one  (1,071)  and  in  the 
Westmoreland  County  Teachers'  Association,  of  one  thousand  sixty- 
two  (1,062).  The  Township  Principals'  Association  continues  to 
meet  monthly.  Through  these  meetings  we  have  been  able  to  keep  in 
very  close  touch  with  the  schools  in  charge  of  the  supervisors. 

In  addition  to  these  the  Schools  of  Methods  held  before  the  open- 
ing of  school  was  attended  by  nearly  four  hundred  (400)  teachers, 
most  of  whom  were  beginners.  We  are  of  the  opinion  that  one  of  the 
best  educational  gatherings  of  our  county  is  in  this  School  of 
Methods.    The  interest  taken  in  this  work  is  most  satisfactory. 
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Every  teacher  attending  is  asked  to  report  the  line  of  work  most 
helpful  and  also  to  make  any  suggestions  for  bettering  the  work. 
These  reports  are  on  file  in  the  county  superintendent's  office.  In 
this  way  we  are  able  to  adapt  the  work  to  the  needs  of  the  teachers. 
The  primary  work  is  of  special  interest.  Most  of  those  attending 
have  at  least  some  primary  work  to  do,  in  their  schools.  It  is  prob- 
ably true  that  young  teachers  know  least  about  primary  methods 
but  are  very  anxious  to  learn.  The  reading  drills  given  with  pupils 
from  this  grade  of  work  seem  to  impress  the  young  teachers.  These 
drills  are  conducted  as  nearly  as  possible  just  as  in  the  actual  work. 
In  this  way  a  teacher  may  get  suggestions  that  can  not  be  gotten 
from  an  address. 

The  program  of  our  School  of  Methods  held  August  17-20,  1914, 
follows : 

INSTRUCTORS 

Dr.  William  M.  Davidson,  Superintendent  of  Pittsburgh  Schools. 

Supt.  J.  S.  Carroll,  Superintendent  of  Fayette  County  Schools. 

Mr.  Orton  Lowe,  Ass't  Superintendent,  Allegheny  County  Schools. 

Dr.  W.  M.  Horner,  Mount  Pleasant,  Pa. 

Dr.  Thomas  Joseph  Kirby,  University  of  Pittsburgh. 

Mr.  A.  A.  Shaw  Music,  Irwin. 

Address,  History,  Miss  Lucy  Glass. 

Address,  Economy  of  Time  in  the  School  Room,  Mr.  Orton  Lowe. 

Address,  Co-operation,  Supt.  T.  B.  Shank. 

Address,  Arithmetic,  Mr.  C.  G.  Pierce. 

Address,  Writing,  Mr.  P.  O.  Peterson. 

Address,  Spare  Time  and  the  Beginner's  Success,  Mr.  Orton  Lowe. 

Address,  Suggestions  for  Teaching  English,  Mr.  J.  L.  Spiegel. 

Address  and  Reading  Drill,  Miss  Hannah  Blyholder. 

Address,  The  Oral  Reading  of  Poetry,  Mr.  Orton  Lowe. 

Address,  Some  Things  Worth  While,  Mr.  J.  E.  Hershberger. 

Address,  Illustrated  Story  Work,  Miss  Carrie  Noss. 

Address,  Language  Through  Conversation,  Mr.  Orton  Lowe. 

Address,  Where  Many  Teachers  Fail,  Mr.  U.  L.  Gordy. 

Address,  Methods,  Dr.  T.  J.  Kirby. 

Address,  Drill  Work  in  Arithmetic,  Supt.  H.  E.  Gress. 

Address,  Methods,  Dr.  T.  J.  Kirby. 

Address,  How  to  Teach  Sanitation,  Supt.  H.  E.  Gress. 

Address,  How  a  Teacher  Can  Safeguard  the  Health  of  the  Pupil, 

Dr.  M.  W.  Horner. 

Address,  Supt.  R.  M.  Steele. 

Address,  History,  Miss  Lucy  Glass. 

Address,  The  Teacher  Must  Know,  Supt.  J.  S.  Carroll. 

Address,  Supt.  J.  H.  Alleman. 

Address,  Pupils  Vision,  Mr.  S.  L.  Fausold. 

Address,  Supt.  W.  M.  Davidson. 

Address,  Work  that  Counts,  Supt.  J.  S.  Carroll. 
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We  had  an  almost  perfect  attendance  at  our  county  institute,  no 
one  being  excused  except  in  case  of  illness.  The  instructors  were 
as  follows : 

Dr.  Earl  Barnes,  Philadelphia,  Dr.  K.  Edwin  Lee,  Meadville,  Dr. 
F.  H.  Green,  West  Chester,  Hon.  S.  D.  Fess,  Washington,  D.  0.,  Prof. 
Robert  J.  McDowell,  Pittsburgh. 

Evening   Entertainments. 

Montaville  Flowers,  Montraville  Wood,  Kellog-Haines  Singing 
Party,  Hon.  A.  C.  Shallenbarger,  The  Collegian  Quartet. 

Our  Directors'  Convention  was  held  December  17-18,  1914.  We  had 
a  very  large  attendance  of  directors.  A  very  interesting  program 
was  carried  out.  An  interesting  feature  of  the  program  was  the  dis- 
cussion entered  into  by  many  directors  from  all  ports  of  the  county. 

Our  directors  come  to  these  meetings  with  the  purpose  of  being 
helped  and  enter  freely  into  the  spirit  of  the  meetings. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  the 
help  given  in  carrying  on  the  work  in  our  county.  The  assistance 
given  in  educational  meetings,  the  promptness  with  which  our  cor- 
respondence has  been  answered  and  the  personal  visits  of  many  mem- 
bers of  the  Department  have  made  the  work  in  our  county  more  pleas- 
ant and  much  more  effective. 


WYOMING  COUNTY— John  E.  Morgan. 


In  submitting  this,  my  first  annual  report,  we  have  every  reason 
for  believing  that  the  combined  efforts  of  directors,  teachers,  pupils, 
parents  and  superintendent  along  educational  lines  have  been  sue 
cessful.  A  good  spirit  has  prevailed  throughout  the  year.  There  have 
been  no  startling  changes  in  the  administration  of  school  affairs 
but  much  has  been  done  that  has  given  vigor  and  tone  to  the  routine 
work  of  school  life. 

Forkston  township  tried  consolidation  this  year  with  favorable  re- 
sults. Six  of  its  eight  schools  were  consolidated  and  a  township  high 
school  organized  which  promises  to  be  a  success.  Because  of  the 
newly  organized  high  school  the  village  of  Forkston  had  a  Lyceum 
Course  and  a  graduating  class  for  the  first  time.  Many  of  the  citizens 
Of  this  township  claim  this  as  their  banner  school  year.  Sentiment 
in  Falls  township  is  rapidly  growing  in  favor  of  consolidation  and  a 
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township  high  school.  Falls  township  is  one  of  the  largest  and 
wealthiest  districts  in  the  county  and  we  hope  that  the  proposed  high 
school  will  soon  become  a  reality. 

Early  in  the  year  teachers  seeking  higher  grade  certificates  were 
strongly  advised  to  take  a  course  at  some  good  summer  school.  The 
response  has  exceeded  our  expectation  and  many  of  our  progressive 
teachers  are  preparing  themselves  for  better  positions  and  greater 
usefulness  at  State  College,  Valparaiso  University  and  other  similar 
institutions  of  learning. 

Directors  in  several  districts  have  shown  good  judgment  in  grant- 
ing increased  salaries  to  their  most  faithful  teachers  who  were  con- 
templating changes  in  positions.  Usually  this  plan  succeeds  in  hold- 
ing the  most  capable  teachers.  In  other  districts  material  changes 
in  lighting,  heating,  ventilating,  apparatus  or  text-books  are  being 
made  at  the  suggestion  of  teachers.  In  our  opinion  when  a  school 
board  can  retain  the  services  of  an  exceptional  teacher  simply  by 
purchasing  a  large  dictionary  or  other  similar  useful  object  that  the 
teacher  has  set  her  mind  on  having,  it  is  wise  economy  for  them  to 
make  the  suggested  purchase.  We  cannot  blame  teachers  with  musi- 
cal ability  for  refusing  to  stay  a  second  year  in  a  school  that  does 
not  possess  even  a  second-hand  organ. 

For  the  first  time  in  our  history  every  school  board  in  the  county, 
alert  to  the  best  interests  of  our  boys  and  girls,  voted  for  medical 
inspection.  The  pupils  willingly  submitted  to  the  various  tests 
even  outside  of  school  hours  and  the  inspectors  performed  their 
work  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  We  believe  good  results  are  becoming 
more  and  more  apparent  as  opposition  to  medical  inspection  decreases 
and  as  parents  more  carefully  follow  the  suggestions  of  the  in- 
spectors. 

Although  epidemics  of  measles  and  chicken-pox  occurred  in  several 
districts,  the  health  of  our  pupils  as  a  whole  has  been  excellent  and 
the  attendance  good.  The  borough  schools  report  an  attendance 
ranging  from  92  per  cent,  to  95  per  cent.  While  in  some  townships 
the  attendance  was  not  as  good  as  the  attendance  in  the  boroughs, 
in  no  district  has  the  average  fallen  below  80  per  cent.  The  various 
boards  of  health  throughout  the  county  have  been  active  in  taking 
such  precautionary  steps  as  were  necessary  in  preventing  the  spread 
of  contagious  diseases.  Doubtless  the  good  health  enjoyed  by  our 
pupils  was  in  large  measure  due  to  the  vigilance  of  our  health 
officers. 

Truancy  has  not  prevailed  to  any  alarming  extent,  still  there  have 
been  isolated  cases,  and  school  boards  in  several  districts  are  lax 
about  employing  competent  truant  officers  and  instructing  them  in 
their  duties. 
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The  Annual  County  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  in  the  Court 
House,  Tunkhannock  during  the  week  of  December  14th,  1914.  Our 
instructors  were  Hon.  R.  M.  MeNeal  of  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction;  Miss  Margaret  T.  Maguire,  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  Dr.  Am- 
brose L.  Suhrie,  West  Chester,  Pa.;  Dr.  E.  L.  Kemp,  East  Strouds- 
burg  Normal;  Supt.  E.  M.  Rapp,  Reading,  Pa.;  Dr.  Chas.  H.  Albert, 
Bloomsburg  Normal.  Rev.  W.  R.  Wilkes  of  Mifflinburg,  Pa.,  had 
charge  of  the  music.  Monday  evening  an  innovation  in  the  form  of 
a  reception  and  banquet  was  given  to  teachers  and  instructors; 
Tuesday  evening,  concert  by  the  famous  Schubert  Quartet;  Wednes- 
day evening,  lecture  by  Rufus  E.  King,  subject,  "The  Almighty  Dol- 
lar" ;  Thursday  evening,  exhibition  of  trained  animals  by  Pamahasika 
and  his  pets;  Friday  afternoon,  entertainment  by  Wyoming  County 
Talent;  Friday  evening,  concert  by  The  Military  Girls.  Every  teacher 
was  present  excepting  one  who  was  excused  on  account  of  a  death  in 
the  family.  All  sessions  of  the  institute  were  well  attended  by  the 
public.  Our  teachers  manifested  a  keen  interest  in  the  practical  work 
of  the  day  instructors  and  were  well  pleased  with  the  evening  enter- 
tainments. 

One  of  the  good  results  of  the  week  was  the  organization  of  the 
Wyoming  County  Teachers'  Association.  The  teachers  voted  un- 
animously in  favor  of  such  an  association  and  voluntarily  contribute 
to  its  support.  The  first  meeting  was  held  at  Laceyville  in  February 
and  was  a  big  success  in  every  way.  One  evening  and  two  day  ses- 
sions were  held.  The  interest  of  the  teachers  and  citizens  visibly 
increased  as  the  day  advanced  and  the  speakers  warmed  to  their 
subjects.  The  hospitality  of  the  members  of  the  Parent-Teacher 
Association  of  Laceyvile  made  the  trip  one  that  will  linger  in  the 
pleasant  memories  of  more  than  forty  teachers. 

The  Directors'  Convention  was  held  during  the  week  of  the  County 
Institute  and  was  well  attended  in  spite  of  the  zero  weather  pre- 
vailing at  the  time.  Several  of  the  directors  suffered  from  frost- 
bitten hands  or  ears.  The  discussions  were  of  a  practical  nature  and 
the  advice  of  the  instructors  timely.  The  enthusiasm  of  Supt.  Rapp 
was  especially  contagious. 

Several  of  our  larger  schools  have  well  organized  Parent-Teacher 
Associations  that  are  of  real  value  in  their  communities.  Not  only 
discussion  but  action  is  their  motto  as  they  gladly  provide  funds 
for  purchasing  fresh  eggs  and  pure  milk  for  poor  pupils  suffering 
from  tuberculosis.  The  teachers  distribute  these  necessities  among 
the  afflicted  pupils  during  the  intermissions,  and  reports  show  that 
many  pupils  have  improved  physically  and  mentally  from  this  treat- 
ment. The  superintendent  attends  as  many  of  these  meetings  as 
possible  and  is  an  officer  in  one  association. 
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Space  will  not  permit  discussion  of  our  Oratorical  Contest,  our 
Summer  Chautauqua  for  the  third  time,  or  our  splendid  commence- 
ment exercises,  all  of  educational  interest  and  value.  Neither  may  I 
enlarge  on  the  many  material  improvements,  but  even  as  I  write  this 
report  the  sounds  of  the  carpenter's  hammer  and  saw  may  be  heard 
as  the  workmen  build  additions  to  our  high  schools  and  renovate 
several  of  our  rural  school  buildings.  The  painter  is  adding  his 
touch  which  gives  color  and  life  to  the  school  buildings.  The  future 
of  our  school  system  looks  promising. 

We  desire  to  acknowledge  gratefully  our  thanks  for  the  co-opera- 
tion of  patrons,  directors,  and  teachers,  and  to  express  our  apprecia- 
tion for  the  prompt  and  courteous  service  rendered  by  the  Department 
of  Public  Instruction. 


YORK  COUNTY— C.  W.  Stine. 


There  has  been  a  fair  degree  of  advancement  in  the  general  condi- 
tion of  the  schools  of  this  county  during  the  past  year.  In  some 
districts  there  is  a  decided  improvement,  while  in  others  there  is 
but  little.  In  districts  where  progress  has  not  been  made,  I  find  but 
few  visitors  to  schools,  many  of  the  reports  show  that  neither  patrons 
nor  directors  visit  schools. 

We  feel  happy  of  the  work  done  by  our  county  and  local  institutes. 
There  is  no  agency  that  does  more  to  arouse  the  people  and  get  them 
interested  in  school  work  than  the  local  institute,  during  the  year 
we  held  18  such  meetings.  I  know  of  no  other  factor  that  has  done 
more  to  elevate  public  sentiment  in  favor  of  good  schools  than  the 
local  institutes.  In  this  manner  local  interest  and  enthusiasm  are 
aroused  and  special  opportunity  given  for  the  discussion  of  questions 
of  local  character  and  importance. 

Evening  educational  meetings  are  held  throughout  the  county 
and  teachers  and  pupils  are  requested  to  compete  by  arranging  suit- 
able literary  programs. 

The  condition  of  our  school  grounds  has  been  greatly  improved, 
which  is  due  mainly  to  the  establishment  of  an  Arbor  Day. 

For  the  purpose  of  educating  public  sentiment  and  improving  the 
condition  of  our  schools,  educational  meetings,  which  reach  a  greater 
number  of  people  than  the  local  institute,  are  generally  distributed 
over  the  county. 
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The  rural  school  problem  is  one  that  will  require  the  best  brains 
in  this  country  to  solve  and  educators  would  do  well  to  turn  their 
attention  to  this  problem  for  the  next  five  years.  Country  people 
may  have  the  best  teachers,  just  as  they  may  have  the  best  homes  and 
the  most  beautiful  surroundings  if  they  only  think  so. 

I  have  watched  the  work  of  the  teachers  who  have  failed  and  the 
teachers  who  have  succeeded  and  I  have  discovered  that  there  are 
certain  qualifications  that  every  teacher  must  have  to  be  truly  fitted 
to  teach  a  country  school.  Besides  scholarship,  a  pleasing  personality 
and  the  ability  to  teach  well,  which  all  teachers  must  have,  she  must 
understand  all  ages  of  children  and  she  must  be  a  leader  in  community 
life.  She  must  really  love  the  country  and  see  the  great  possibilities 
for  its  development.  She  must  be  in  touch  with  the  spirit  of  the  great 
movement  that  is  being  made  for  good  farming,  clear  thinking  and 
right  living. 

No  school  board  should  elect  a  teacher  for  a  country  school  who 
will  not  teach  that  farming  is  a  business  and  that  it  is  as  dignified 
as  any  other  business ;  one  who  will  teach  pupils  to  love  the  country 
home  and  the  broad  acres  of  the  farm  and  one  who  will  teach  nature 
studies  from  the  plant  and  animal  life  as  found  upon  the  farm  in 
every  day  work.  When  these  conditions  are  obtained  in  the  rural 
districts,  then  will  the  sun  rise  upon  a  new  era  of  farm  prosperity. 

Some  of  our  rural  communities  are  getting  around  this  difficulty  by 
consolidation,  one  good,  well  equipped  school  house  taking  the  place  of 
several  poor  ones.  Fewer  teachers  are  needed  and  the  money  is  used 
to  hire  better  ones.  Local  pride  has  been  one  of  the  obstacles  in  the 
way  of  consolidation. 

North  York  Borough  completed  a  two  story  brick  school  building, 
slate  roof,  with  eight  class  rooms,  lavatory  and  teachers'  room  on 
first  and  second  floors,  boys'  and  girls'  play  rooms,  toilets  and  warm 
air  heating  and  ventilating  fan  system  in  basement.  This  building 
costing  123,948.40,  represents  a  most  attractive  appearance  and  meets 
all  the  requirements  of  a  modern  school. 

The  third  annual  corn  contest  attracted  much  attention.  There 
were  32  boys  in  the  contest  and  17  were  awarded  prizes.  The  boy  who 
captured  first  prize  raised  131  1-28  bushels  of  corn  to  the  acre;  seven 
others  raised  over  100  bushels  to  the  acre.  They  had  a  fine  display  at 
the  York  County  Fair  last  October.  There  will  be  other  contests  this 
year,  among  them  bread  baking  and  two  sewing  contests,  one  for 
girls  from  6  to  14  years  of  age  and  another  for  girls  15  to  20  years 
of  age.  The  pupils  will  compete  in  district  contests  and  the  winners 
will  take  part  in  the  county  contests.  The  products  will  be  displayed 
at  the  annual  County  Teachers'  Institute  next  November. 
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REPORTS  OF  DISTRICT  SUPERINTENDENTS 


ABINGTON  TOWNSHIP   (Montgomery  County)   Edward  S.  Ling. 


Growth. 


The  enrollment  of  pupils  increased  by  100  over  the  previous  year 
and  six  additional  teachers  were  employed,  two  of  which  were  in 
the  High  school  The  High  school  enrollment  increased  from  100  to 
162.  This  increase  in  enrollment  is  indicative  of  the  growth  of  popula- 
tion in  the  district  and  the  increased  interest  in  High  school  edu- 
cation. 

School  Building  Operations. 

Additions  were  made  to  five  out  of  six  elementary  school  build- 
ings in  order  to  care  for  the  increasing  school  population.  The 
cost  of  these  additions  and  their  equipment  aggregated  $60,000  and 
bonds  were  issued  to  that  amount. 

McKinley  building  was  entirely  remodeled  so  as  to  provide  a  central 
hallway  and  two  additional  classrooms,  also  a  manual  training- 
room  and  a  teachers'  room.  At  Abington  the  basement  and  four 
classrooms  on  the  first  floor  were  built  of  what  will  eventually  be 
an  eight  room  building,  on  a  site  adjacent  to,  but  separate  from, 
the  former  elementary  school.  When  completed  this  will  be  a  very 
attractive  building.  At  Weldon,  North  Glenside  and  Willow  Grove 
Heights  the  additions  were  attached  to  the  buildings  without  dis- 
turbing the  old  walls,  providing  four  new  classrooms  at  Weldon 
and  two  each  at  the  other  schools  named. 

All  of  the  additions  are  of  stone  construction  to  harmonize  with 
the  original  structures.  They  are  provided  with  modern  equipment 
throughout  and  sanitary  plumbing.  The  architects  were  George 
Nattress  &   Son,  Philadelphia. 

The  Saw  Mill  Hill  school,  a  two  room  building  in  an  outlying 
section  of  the  district,  was  provided  with  water  and  other  sanitary 
plumbing. 

An  addition  to  the  high  school  building  will  be  necessary  in  a  year 
or  two  at  the  farthest,  and  the  Board  of  Education  is  laying  plans  to 
care  for  this  demand. 

(167) 
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The  High  School. 

The  growth  in  the  high  school  is  only  normal,  though  it  seems 
to  be  more  rapid  than  in  the  elementary  schools.  A  two  years'  course 
in  French  and  one  year  in  Economics  were  added  to  the  course  of 
study,  both  being  made  elective.  A  new  department  of  Latin  and 
French  was  organized,  and  the  work  in  science  was  also  placed  on 
this  basis.  The  departments  of  English,  Mathematics  and  Commer- 
cial branches  have  grown  to  the  extent  that  an  additional  teacher  will 
have  to  be  employed  to  assist  in  their  work.  A  high  school  enroll- 
ment of  200  is  probable  next  year  a  class  of  82  having  been  advanced 
to  the  High  school  from  the  Grammar  schools  in  June. 

A  class  of  twenty  students  was  graduated  in  June,  the  first  to 
complete  the  four  years'  course.  It  consisted  of  nine  boys  and  eleven 
girls.  Five  of  the  number  graduated  from  the  commercial  course 
and  the  remainder  from  the  general  course.  The  address  to  the  class 
was  made  by  Hon.  John  Wanamaker,  whose  presence  attracted  many 
people.  The  audience  was  the  largest  ever  present  at  a  school  func- 
tion in  the  township.  The  class  participated  in  the  program  with 
demonstrations  which  illustrated  the  work  in  the  English,  German, 
Latin,  Science  and  History  departments. 

Only  four  non-resident  pupils  were  in  attendance  at  the  high 
school  last  year,  all  of  these  being  graduates  of  the  Moreland  Town- 
ship High  school,  three  year  course,  who  were  finishing  their  High 
school  education  in  Abington. 

Various  social,  literary  and  athletic  activities  were  held  by  the 
school  during  the  year  in  which  the  student  body  showed  an  exceed - 
lent  spirit  and  the  patrons  took  a  remarkable  interest.  The  attitude 
of  the  people  toward  Abington  High  school  is  unmistakably  friendly 
and  co-operative.  Principal  J.  W.  Wieder  is  to  be  congratulated 
on  his  organization  of  the  school.  The  members  of  the  school  board 
are  united  in  the  thought  of  making  the  High  school  measure  up  to 
the  task  of  giving  to  all  classes  of  the  young  people  in  the  township 
the  training  they  need  and  desire. 

Special  Equipment. 

The  Winston  Cumulative  Encyclopedia  was  placed  in  the  libraries 
of  the  Grammar  schools  by  the  board.  They  also  added  100  volumes 
to  the  High  school  library.  The  High  school  students  raised  funds 
to  equip  their  reading  table  with  magazines  and  to  add  50  volumes 
to  their  library.  McKinley  school  made  a  small  addition  to  its 
library.  The  Weldon  Home  and  School  Association  raised  funds  by 
which  350  volumes  of  the  best  reading  matter  were  placed  in  the 
library  there.     A  substantial  maintenance  was  also  raised  for  re- 
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placements  and  additions  each  year  for  a  number  of  years  by  the 
same  body.  The  teachers  by  voluntary  contributions  added  thirty- 
five  volumes  to  their  professional  library. 

The  schools  at  Weldon,  North  Glenside,  Willow  Grove  Heights  and 
Abington  raised  funds  by  their  own  efforts  and  the  co-operation 
of  the  parents  for  the  purchase  of  Victor  and  Edison  machines.  These 
are  now  in  place  and  are  contributing  to  the  good  order  in  assembly 
and  dismissal,  and  to  the  pleasure  and  edification  of  the  pupils  in 
a  number  of  ways. 

McKinley  school  equipped  each  room  with  several  good  pictures 
and  several  schools  at  Abington,  North  Glenside  and  Willow  Grove 
Heights  also  placed  some  copies  of  good  paintings. 

North  Glenside  purchased  a  piano,  largely  through  the  efforts  of 
its  teachers,  pupils  and  patrons,  assisted  by  an  appropriation  from 
the  district. 

The  class  of  1915  presented  the  High  school  with  a  fine  bust  of 
Washington. 

Arbor  Day. 

Trees  were  planted  on  the  grounds  at  all  the  school  buildings  on 
April  23,  the  Spring  arbor  day.  The  Board  of  Education  attended 
these  exercises  in  a  body  and  the  pupils  gave  programs  which  were 
suited  to  the  occasion.  A  comprehensive  plan  for  the  improvement 
of  all  the  school  grounds,  by  grading,  fencing  and  the  planting  of 
shrubbery,  is  being  prepared  by  the  school  board  and  will  be  partly 
carried  out  during  the  coming  year. 

Manual  Training  and  Domestic  Science  and  Art. 

A  course  in  mechanical  drawing  was  added  to  the  manual  training 
course  in  High  school.  The  pupils  made  the  blue  prints  from  these 
from  which  their  projects  in  wood  were  worked  out.  They  were  re- 
quired to  make  and  keep  careful  estimates  of  the  quantity  of  material 
and  the  cost  of  tbe  same  in  each  project  undertaken. 

In  the  domestic  science  department  house  furnishing  was  under- 
taken as  an  additional  study,  with  estimates  of  cost  and  attention 
to  artistic  effects.  A  study  of  kinds  of  materials  and  cost  of  each 
was  made  in  connection  with  the  sewing  classes. 

An  exhibit  of  the  work  of  these  departments  was  made  at  the  close 
of  the  year.  This  exhibit  was  viewed  by  most  of  the  parents  of  the 
pupils  concerned  and  by  many  others.  The  work  is  on  a  fair  basis 
in  both  departments  and  will  be  extended  during  the  coming  year. 

Home  and  School  Associations. 
The  Weldon  Home  and  School  Association  was  organized  four  years 
ago.     It  has   been   active  in   the  school   affairs   of   the  immediate 
neighborhood  and  its  influence  has  been  felt  throughout  the  township. 
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This  body  was  active  throughout  the  year.  It  held  a  number  of  social 
meetings  at  the  school  and  raised  funds  for  library  and  playground 
apparatus  and  supervision.  Through  the  efforts  of  its  leaders  similar 
associations  were  formed  at  North  Glenside  and  Abington.  Interest 
was  aroused  in  all  parts  of  the  township  by  a  public  meeting  held 
at  the  High  school  in  April  which  was  addressed  by  Hon.  Reed  B. 
Teitrick  of  the  State  Education  Department.  The  masterly  presenta- 
tion of  the  part  which  parents  might  and  should  take  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  schools  will  not  soon  be  forgotten  in  Abington  town- 
ship. 

The  Home  and  School  Associations  have  shown  a  spirit  of  pro- 
gressiveness  and  a  desire  to  improve  the  schools  of  the  township 
that  is  highly  commendable,  coupled  as  it  is  with  the  evident  dis- 
position to  co  operate  with  the  superintendent  and  school  board. 
The  interest  of  these  patrons  has  be&i  refreshing,  stimulating  and 
wholesome.  The  writer  wishes  to  express  his  appreciation  of  the 
work  of  these  bodies  and  his  conviction  that  such  organizations  are 
an  important  factor  in  school  progress. 

Conclusion. 

The  year  has  been  a  success  in  point  of  attendance,  progress  and 
the  interest  of  patrons.  The  outlook  is  encouraging.  Salaries  have 
been  advanced  in  a  dozen  teaching  positions  which  will  stimulate 
better  work  in  several  departments.  Not  many  employment  certifi- 
cates have  been  asked  for  and  half  of  the  number  have  been  for  vaca- 
tion employment.  The  disposition  is  to  have  pupils  remain  in  school 
for  the  benefit  of  the  complete  course  which  the  school  has  to  offer. 
This  is  a  proper  sentiment. 

The  thanks  of  the  superintendent  are  herewith  extended  to  the 
State  Department  for  the  many  favors  extended  him  during  the  year 
now  closed. 


ALLENTOWN— Francis  D.  Eaub. 


The  system  of  schools,  besides  the  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils 
from  year  to  year,  is  becoming  more  and  more  elaborate  from  time 
to  time.  As  in  other  cities,  it  was  found  advisable  to  separate  the 
mentally  deficient  from  the  normal  child  and  a  school  for  defectives 
was  opened.  Further,  the  necessity  of  an  open  air  school  was  recog- 
nized and  the  same  has  been  in  existence  for  two  years.    Everything 


No.  7.  ALLENTOWN.  171 

needed  is  supplied  by  the  board  with  the  exception  of  food  required. 
The  code  does  not  allow  the  board  to  purchase  this,  and  were  it  not 
for  a  body  of  representative  ladies  of  the  city  who  have  organized 
for  this  purpose,  one  of  the  most  material  necessities  to  make  this 
school  a  success  would  be  lacking.  It  is  quite  a  task  which  these 
ladies  have  undertaken,  since  it  requires  some  provisions  to  satisfy 
the  appetites  of  these  sixty  pupils  during  the  year, 

To  safeguard  the  health  of  the  pupils  in  the  schools  the  employ- 
ment of  two  physicians  and  two  nurses  has  done  much  to  arrest  the 
spread  of  contagious  diseases  and  further  in  a  general  way  tended 
to  improve  the  physical  condition  of  many.  A  free  dental  clinic  has 
been  established  during  the  past  year,  the  dentists  furnishing  their 
services,  the  board  providing  a  room  and  necessary  appliances. 

Allentown  is  confronted  with  the  same  problem  as  other  cities 
of  its  size  in  being  unable  to  properly  house  its  school  population 
from  year  to  year.  In  the  Fourteenth  Ward  the  eight  room  building 
and  the  two  room  portable  building  are  totally  inadequate,  and  an 
attempt  will  be  made  to  rent  additional  room  for  the  coming  year, 
pending  the  time  when  the  fourteen  room  contemplated  building- 
will  be  completed.  With  the  vacating  of  the  present  High  School 
building,  which  will  take  place  during  the  coming  year  on  the  com- 
pletion of  the  new  High  School  building  now  being  erected,  the  seventh 
and  eighth  grades  will  be  taken  from  the  respective  ward  buildings 
and  installed  in  the  high  school  building.  This  will  enable  depart- 
mental instruction  to  be  given  in  these  two  grades,  which  will  at 
once  arrange  the  grades  in  two  series  of  six  years  each.  This  should 
be  of  advantage  since  in  this  junior  high  school  the  teaching  of  all 
subjects  will  be  by  experts  in  the  different  studies,  the  curriculum 
of  this  department  can  be  made  to  fit  in  more  closely  with  that  of 
the  regular  high  school,  besides  these  pupils  removed  from  the  ward 
buildings  will  furnish  room  for  the  lower  grades,  which  is  badly 
needed. 

In  a  few  schools  in  the  primary  grades  we  placed  assistants,  which 
in  part  remedied  the  conditions,  and  we  considered  it  desirable  to 
having  them  attend  part  time.  If  we  can  accomplish  what  we  have 
in  mind,  the  work  may  proceed  satisfactorily.  With  the  beginning 
of  September,  1916,  we  expect  to  be  in  much  more  desirable  condition, 
with  better  accommodations  for  all. 

The  opening  of  continuation  schools  will  require  some  planning, 
particularly  the  securing  of  teachers.  But  we  hope  to  be  able  to 
properly  install  these  by  January  1,  1916. 

And  now  in  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  the  Department  for 
courtesies  extended  during  the  past. 
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ALTOONA— H.  H.  Baish. 


The  graduation  exercises  of  a  class  of  170  young  people  on  Wednes- 
day evening,  June  9,  ended  the  work  of  the  term  of  1914-15  in  the 
Altoona  schools.  The  commencement  address  was  given  by  Hon. 
Reed  B.  Teitrick,  Deputy  of  Public  Instruction  of  Pennsylvania. 
Among  the  more  important  changes  in  the  work  of  the  Altoona  schools 
during  the  past  term,  the  following  might  be  mentioned: 

1.  The  introduction  of  special  individual  instruction  for  retarded 
pupils  and  pupils  who  for  any  reason  were  unable  to  keep  up  with 
their  regular  classes.  This  plan  was  tried  as  an  experiment  in  two 
buildings  last  term  and  the  number  of  pupils  who  failed  of  promotion 
at  the  end  of  the  term  in  these  buildings  was  reduced  by  one-half. 
The  plan  will  be  extended  to  other  buildings  next  term. 

2.  The  introduction  of  a  course  in  advanced  dressmaking  in  high 
school  to  supplement  the  sewing  course  of  the  seventh  and  eighth 
grades. 

3.  The  introduction  of  Spanish  as  an  elective  study  in  the  high 
school. 

4.  The  introduction  of  courses  in  printing  and  sheet  metal  work 
into  the  industrial  department  of  the  high  school. 

We  are  now  planning  for  the  reorganization  of  our  schools  on  the 
6-3-3  plan  and  expect  to  have  this  organization  completed  within  the 
next  year  or  two. 

During  the  past  term  the  patrons'  organizations  connected  with 
the  various  schools  manifested  commendable  interest  in  equipping 
the  school  playgrounds  with  first-class  play  apparatus,  and  in  several 
instances  good  school  libraries  were  established  as  a  result  of  the 
efforts  of  the  patrons.  Five  of  our  school  buildings  are  now  equipped 
with  good  school  libraries  and  several  of  our  school  playgrounds 
have  been  made  very  attractive  to  the  children. 

An  interesting  feature  of  the  work  of  the  Altoona  schools  last  term 
was  the  evening  school.  The  enrollment  in  the  evening  school  was 
by  far  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  local  schools.  The  school 
opened  on  October  1,  and  after  being  in  session  eighty  evenings 
closed  on  Wednesday  evening,  April  28.  The  total  enrollment  was 
2185  and  the  average  attendance  was  919.  The  ages  of  the  students 
ranged  from  14  to  65,  the  average  age  being  20  years.  Sixty  per  cent, 
were  women  and  40  per  cent.  men.  The  school  was  in  session  from 
7:30  to  9:45  on  the  evenings  of  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Fridays. 
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Thirty-six  teachers  were  employed  and  the  following  twenty-four  sub- 
jects were  taught,  the  number  after  each  subject  indicating  the  en- 
rollment in  that  subject :  First  year  algebra  35,  second  year  algebra 
30,  plane  geometry  35,  first  year  German  33,  second  year  German  15, 
Spanish  51,  French  33,  typewriting  292,  stenography  101,  bookkeeping 
145,  spelling  and  penmanship  136,  English  grammar  and  composition 
109,  arithmetic  152,  mechanical  drawing  157,  chemistry  21,  physics  22, 
English  literature  23,  dressmaking  429,  millinery  112,  domestic  sci- 
ence 175,  machine  shop  practice  88,  adult  foreigners  in  American 
citizenship  178,  Agriculture  51. 

The  occupations  of  the  students  who  attended  evening  school  are 
indicated  as  follows: 

Housekeepers  558,  clerks  198,  in  mill  137,  employed  in  P.  R.  R. 
shops  107,  teachers  82,  apprentices  48,  laborers  53,  machinists  46, 
bookkeepers  38,  stenographers  38,  unemployed  36,  draftsmen  22, 
salesmen  21,  dressmakers  19,  in  offices  16,  teamsters  15,  milliners  14, 
domestic  sevants  14,  delivery  boys  14,  messenger  boys  14,  blacksmiths 
11,  tailors  9,  in  test  department  8,  telephone  operators  8,  barbers  8, 
cashiers  8,  tinners  8,  carpenters  7,  plumbers  7,  janitors  6,  letter 
carriers  6,  waitresses  5,  dairymen  5,  musicians  5,  electricians  5, 
painters  5,  merchants  4,  printers  4,  foremen  4,  butchers  3,  paper 
carriers  3,  news  dealers  3,  bakers  3,  cooks  3,  civil  engineers  3,  sur- 
veryors  3,  confectioners  2,  dental  assistants  2,  in  dental  laboratory  2, 
porters  2,  oyster  openers  2,  watchmen  2,  collectors  2,  elevator  opera- 
tors 2,  shoemakers  2,  gardeners  2,  bookbinders  2,  nurses  2,  inspectors 
2,  at  monarch  machine  works  2,  photographers  2,  chairmen  2,  granite 
cutter  1,  piano  tuner  1,  bar  tender  1,  companion  1,  stone  mason  1, 
funeral  director  1,  telegraph  operator  1,  manicurist  1,  chauffeur  1, 
tile  setter  1,  masseuse  1,  lather  1,  comptometer  1,  at  hospital  1,  brick 
layer  1,  florist  1,  insurance  agent  1,  conductor  1,  farmer  1,  works 
for  city  1,  waiter  1,  boiler  maker  1,  coal  dealer  1,  fireman  1,  mine 
surveyor  1,  tool  maker  1,  tree  surgeon  1,  time  keeper  1,  brewery  hand 
1,  in  business  college  1,  employment  not  given  521. 

The  report  of  the  medical  inspectors  for  the  term  1914-15  is  as 
follows : 

Total  number  of  pupils  inspected  7747 ;  number  of  defective  cases 
5319. 

Number  of  cases  of  each  kind  in  the  order  of  their  occurrence: 
Decayed  teeth  4,848,  enlarged  tonsils  1,685,  eye  strain  469,  pediculo- 
sis 393,  nasal  catarrh  217,  nasal  obstruction  113,  squint  69,  adenoids 
56,  granulated  eyelids  50,  stoop  shoulders  49,  enlarged  glands  34, 
poor  nutrition  29,  anemia  26,  goitre  26,  stye  25,  impaired  hearing  16, 
eczema  13,  infected  wounds  7,  contagious  skin  disease  5,  boils  5,  cold  5, 
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suppurating  ears  4,  nervous  weakness  4,  tuberculosis  4,  strabismus 
4,  conjunstivitis  3,  unclean  3,  sore  throat  3,  cough  2,  hip  disease  2, 
bronchitis  2,  epileptic  1,  asthma  1,  blister  1,  rash  1,  opitis  media  1, 
cataract  1,  contagious  diseases  1,  chorea  1. 

Owing  to  the  interest  and  activity  of  the  principal,  teachers,  pupils 
and  patrons  of  the  Wright  school,  Altoona  is  now  maintaining  its 
first  school  garden.  Several  hundred  pupils  have  become  interested 
in  the  school  garden  work  and  the  movement  promises  to  extend  into 
other  sections  of  the  city. 


AMBRIDGE— Burdette  S.  Bayle. 


Our  schools  opened  on  September  28th  with  a  corps  of  forty  teachers 
— an  increase  of  seven  over  last  year.  This  increase  was  made  neces- 
sary in  order  to  take  care  of  the  large  number  of  beginners,  the 
children  of  new  residents  and  to  relieve  the  crowded  condition  that 
existed  last  year.  Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  we  had  just  com- 
pleted a  new  $85,000  high  school  building  which  gave  us  ten  more 
school  rooms  than  last  year,  we  were  crowded  to  the  limit,  and  even 
found  it  necessary  to  have  as  high  as  fifty  pupils  in  some  of  the 
primary  rooms. 

Our  high  school  building  contains  besides  the  class  rooms  men- 
tioned an  auditorium  seating  nearly  five  hundred,  a  large  gymnasium 
with  visitors'  galleries,  locker  and  shower  rooms,  teachers'  rest  room, 
principal's  office  and  a  suite  of  three  rooms  for  the  use  of  the  super- 
intendent and  directors.  In  addition  to  this,  ample  provisions  have 
been  made  for  future  installation  of  domestic  science,  manual  train- 
ing and  chemical  and  physical  laboratories.  This  building  is  located 
in  the  central  part  of  town  facing  the  public  park.  The  over  crowded 
condition  of  the  grade  buildings  and  the  central  location  of  the  high 
school  building  gave  us  an  excellent  opportunity  for  the  organization 
of  a  junior  high  school.  All  of  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  (five 
in  number)  were  placed  on  the  second  floor  of  the  high  school  building 
under  five  experienced  teachers  in  departmental  work.  Little  change 
was  made  in  the  course  of  study  except  to  arrange  for  the  completion 
of  certain  subjects  in  the  seventh  grade  with  a  view  to  introduce  other 
subjects  in  the  eighth  grade  in  the  future.  Junior  high  school  students 
were  assembled  with  the  senior  high  school  in  the  auditorium  each 
morning  for  chapel  exercises.  Both  the  boys  and  girls  were  given 
gymnasium  work  two  and  three  times  a  week  under  our  physical 
directors  and  each  grade  had  its  own  basket  ball  team. 
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While  it  is  too  early  to  draw  conclusions  as  to  the  ultimate  success 
of  this  plan,  thus  far,  both  the  students  and  the  teachers  are  very 
enthusiastic  about  it.  We  not  only  held  a  much  larger  percentage 
than  usual  of  these  grades  this  year,  but  from  a  recent  report  the 
number  of  those  who  will  enter  the  senior  high  school  next  fall  is  very 
gratifying. 

In  the  senior  high  school,  another  teacher  has  been  employed  and 
the  course  enriched  by  adding  physical  training  and  vocal  music, 
both  under  the  direction  of  special  teachers. 

During  the  year  a  number  of  entertainments  were  given  by  both 
high  school  and  grade  students  which  were  especially  helpful,  not 
only  in  giving  the  students  valuable  training,  but  also  in  securing  the 
co-operation  of  the  parents  and  the  public  in  general.  Each  of  the 
grades  from  the  first  to  the  sixth  entertained  the  parents  of  their 
respective  pupils  with  a  special  program.  The  average  attendance 
was  about  four  hundred.  We  also  had  a  junior  high  school  night  and 
a  senior  high  school  night  with  packed  houses.  Taking  these  and 
other  entertainments  given  during  the  year,  together  with  the  parents' 
hour  programs  in  each  grade  room,  and  our  regular  school  exhibit,  we 
had  at  the  least  calculation  five  thousand  visitors  during  the  year. 

We  have  adopted  a  plan  of  handling  all  funds  for  entertainments, 
athletics,  etc.,  through  the  superintendent's  office.  All  collections  are 
turned  in  with  complete  reports  and  all  bills  are  paid  by  check.  A 
complete  set  of  books  is  maintained  and  reports  made  to  the  board 
and  other  interested  parties  at  stated  times.  In  this  connection,  I 
might  mention  our  improved  system  of  handling  our  pay  roll.  In- 
stead of  drawing  individual  warrants  for  each  teacher  and  other 
employee,  a  monthly  salary  report  is  made  to  the  board  by  the 
superintendent  and  when  approved  by  the  officers  of  the  board  is  de- 
posited in  the  bank  with  a  warrant  to  cover  the  total  amount.  The 
bank  is  instructed  to  honor  the  individual  check  of  each  employee 
for  the  amount  shown  on  the  report.  This  has  been  in  actual  practice 
for  several  months  and  has  proven  satisfactory  in  every  way. 

While  we  have  not  entirely  solved  the  attendance  problem,  we  are 
rather  proud  of  the  results  obtained.  Our  average  per  cent,  of  at- 
tendance for  the  school  year  was  97.  There  are  several  things  which 
are  instrumental  in  producing  this  result,  not  the  least  being  a 
weekly  attendance  contest  in  each  building.  We  are  most  fortunate 
in  having  an  efficient  attendance  officer,  and  his  work  in  connection 
with  a  card  system  which  has  been  developed,  is  an  important  factor. 
But,  more  important  perhaps  than  these,  is  the  school  spirit  which 
has  been  growing  from  year  to  year  through  our  efficient  teachers, 
earnest  students  and  an  interested  public. 

We  have  in  operation  a  salary  schedule  which  has  helped  us  to 
obtain  and  hold  good  teachers.  By  resolution  of  the  board,  "no 
12 
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teachers  are  employed  who  do  not  hold  either  a  professional,  normal 
or  State  certificate.  Our  schedule  for  grade  teachers  begins  at  $50.00 
for  normal  graduate  with  no  experience  with  an  increase  of  $5.00 
each  year  for  two  years  and  $2.50  each  year  thereafter.  The  salary 
limits  are  as  follows :  For  grades  two  to  six — $70.00 ;  for  grade  one 
— $80.00.  In  the  last  four  years  our  monthly  pay  roll  has  increased 
from  $2,091.90  to  $3,246.33. 

I  have  already  mentioned  our  annual  school  exhibit.  This  was 
held  on  May  21st  and  as  nearly  representative  of  all  the  school  work 
as  we  were  able  to  make  it.  We  also  had  an  art  exhibit  on  the  9th, 
10th,  11th,  and  12th  of  March.  This  exhibition  was  provided  by  the 
Elson  Art  Publication  Company,  was  much  appreciated  by  pupils 
and  their  parents  and  resulted  in  the  placing  of  over  $200.00  worth 
of  framed  pictures  in  our  school  rooms. 

We  are  continuing  the  plan  of  promoting  weak  pupils  on  trial 
regardless  of  their  grades  when  in  the  combined  opinion  of  the  teacher 
and  the  superintendent  they  seem  capable  of  doing  the  next  year's 
work,  particularly  if  they  are  below  their  normal  grade.  By  this 
plan  the  percentage  of  failures  has  been  reduced  to  the  mimimum. 
There  is  no  noticeable  weakening  in  the  standing  of  the  various  grades 
and  there  is  a  decided  improvement  in  interest  owing  to  the  fact  that 
a  large  percentage  of  pupils  are  now  in  their  normal  grades  accord- 
ing to  their  ages. 

The  arrangement  with  Harmony  township  by  which  their  pupils 
attend  our  schools  and  we  are  permitted  to  use  their  school  building 
has  been  continued  and  is  working  very  satisfactorily  to  both  parties. 
Work  has  already  begun  on  the  addition  of  four  rooms  to  the  town- 
ship building  which  will  make  a  modern  eight-room  plant.  This  will 
provide  for  our  ever-increasing  numbers  during  the  coming  year,  but 
from  present  indications,  the  erection  of  another  grade  building  will 
be  necessay  in  the  near  future. 


ARCHBALD— W.  A.  Kelly. 


A  session  of  nine  months  ended  on  May  31st.  The  teaching  force 
took  advantage  of  every  available  opportunity  to  improve.  The 
superintendent  conducted  a  teachers'  class  on  every  Saturday  A. 
M.,  from  the  second  Saturday  in  January  to  the  last  Saturday  in 
May,  the  class  comprising  candidates  for  professional  and  provisional 
certificates. 
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The  effort  and.  time  given  by  the  superintendent  were  amply  re- 
warded by  the  excellent  papers  turned  in  by  the  candidates.  A  strict- 
ly modern  two  room  building  was  opened  in  the  middle  of  the  term, 
with  an  enrollment  of  seventy  pupils.  A  four  room  building  is 
nearing  completion,  and  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  by  September 
first.  This  will  be  the  fifth  building  in  the  Third  Ward,  and  will 
relieve  a  congested  condition  of  the  other  schools. 

An  Alumni  Association  has  been  formed,  chiefly  to  promote  the 
advancement  of  educational  effort.  Our  school  board  is  an  exceptional 
body,  the  teacher  being  the  first  consideration,  because  every  reason- 
able request  is  granted  without  question. 

The  general  average  of  monthly  examinations  determines  eligibility 
for  promotion  throughout  the  system.  School  expenses  have  greatly 
increased  on  account  of  the  erection  of  two  new  buildings  during  the 
term. 

I  intend  to  introduce  a  new  course  of  study  in  the  grades  which 
idea,  if  properly  carried  out,  will  promote  the  efficiency  of  the 
teacher. 


ASHLAND— T.  E.  Garber, 


Schools  closed  a  nine  month  term  on  Wednesday,  June  9.  Com- 
mencement exercises  were  held  in  the  Temple  Theatre  on  the  Tuesday 
evening  preceding,  when  17  young  ladies  and  10  young  men  received 
their  diplomas.  The  average  age  of  these  27  graduates  was  17f  years, 
and  the  high  school  course  is  four  years  in  length.  Fifty-four  pupils 
passed  the  eighth  grade  and  are  recommended  for  the  high  school. 
We  expect  fifty  of  these  to  enter.  The  present  graduating  class 
numbered  54  when  they  entered  the  high  school;  we  were  therefore 
able  to  retain  only  50  per  cent,  of  the  class  throughout  the  four  years. 
About  55  per  cent,  of  these  pursued  the  commercial  course,  and  45 
per  cent,  the  classical  course.  Of  these  27,  about  five  will  enter  a 
normal  school,  and  two  or  three  will  enter  college.  Most  of  the 
commercial  course  pupils  are  prepared  for,  and  are  looking  for  posi- 
tions. Situated  as  we  are  in  a  strictly  mining  region  it  is  difficult 
for  these  young  people  to  secure  employment  in  our  immediate  vicin- 
ity. Our  high  school  enrollment  will  next  year  be  about  150.  Of 
the  54  who  have  passed  the  eighth  grade,  34  h^ve  expressed  a  prefer- 
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ence  for  the  classical,  and  20  for  the  commercial  course.  It  will 
be  noticed,  therefore,  that  the  tendency  toward  selecting  the  com- 
mercial course  is  growing  less. 

Because  a  Catholic  Parochial  school  was  organized  last  September, 
several  hundred  of  our  pupils  were  transferred  to  this  school,  leaving 
our  enrollment  per  teacher  very  much  smaller  than  it  has  ever  been, 
Yet  our  board,  recognizing  the  importance  of  personal  help  in  the 
school  room,  has  employed  but  one  teacher  less  for  next  year. 

Only  two  of  our  teachers  declined  re-election;  one,  the  commercial 
teacher  of  the  high  school,  and  the  other,  a  primary  teacher.  Hence 
all  of  the  old  corps  with  the  exception  of  these  two  were  re-elected 
and  David  E.  Krueger  of  Freemansburg  was  elected  commercial 
teacher.    No  one  was  elected  to  take  the  place  of  the  other  teacher. 

The  average  number  of  pupils  per  teacher  in  the  grades  will  be 
about  35.  And  the  high  school  with  five  teachers  will  have  about 
150  pupils.  Some  of  the  classes  in  the  latter  will  be  large,  while 
others  will  be  small. 

Our  teachers  meet  once  every  three  weeks  to  study  drawing  under 
the  direction  of  Miss  Weidman  of  Shenandoah,  and  once  in  every  four 
weeks  to  discuss  methods  of  teaching  and  to  study  some  professional 
book.  A  number  of  our  teachers  are  away  at  some  summer  school 
each  year  and  they  always  come  back  enthused,  and  as  a  result 
bring  enthusiasm  to  the  whole  corps.  This  year  a  number  expect 
to  be  away  for  study  again,  and  I  expect  to  spend  the  summer  at 
Columbia  University  as  has  been  my  custom  for  several  years. 

The  Bennett  system  of  penmanship  was  introduced  last  September 
and  seems  to  be  proving  very  successful.  Mr.  Bennett,  the  author  of 
the  system  was  with  us  a  number  of  times,  visited  many  of  our  rooms, 
and  instructed  the  teachers  in  a  body. 


The  following  table  will  show  the  classification  below  the  high 
school  by  grades  and  ages. 
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The  first  grade  is  small,  due  to  the  opening  of  the  Parochial  school. 
The  sixth  grade  is  small,  due  to  two  reasons;  first,  because  it  is  in 
this  grade  that  pupils  have  been  accustomed  to  obtain  employment 
certificates  and  second,  because  by  our  system  of  grading  5th  and  6th 
grade  pupils  recite  in  the  same  room  with  one  teacher,  and  an  effort 
is  made  to  permit  capable  pupils  of  doing  two  years  work  in  one. 
Each  year  therefore,  many  pupils  pass  directly  from  the  5th  grade 
to  the  7th.  This  plan  has  been  tried  for  several  years  and  some  of  the 
most  capable  pupils  of  the  7th  and  8th  grades  are  the  ones  who  have 
been  thus  promoted. 

By  a  system  of  grading  in  the  2nd,  3rd,  and  4th  grades,  in  which  we 
have  two  classes,  the  one  called  the  A  class,  in  which  somewhat 
more  advance  work  is  done  than  in  the  B  class,  few  pupils  fail  to  re- 
ceive some  promotion.  About  75  per  cent,  of  the  pupils  of  these  grades 
pass  from  the  A  class  in  one  grade  to  the  A  class  in  the  next  grade, 
and  thus  receive  what  the  pupils  and  parents  please  to  term  a 
"double  promotion."  And  the  pupils  who  pass  from  the  B  class  of 
one  grade  to  the  A  class  of  the  same  grade  receive  in  reality  but  a 
half  promotion,  but  is  termed  by  themselves  and  parents  a  promotion. 
The  only  place  then,  according  to  this  plan,  in  which  pupils  fail  of 
promotion  is  from  the  5th  grade  to  the  8th.  But  in  the  5th  and  6th 
grades,  due  to  the  plan  already  referred  to,  very  few  pupils  fail  of 
promotion.  While  in  the  7th  and  8th  grades  where  pupils  who  have 
an  average  of  75  per  cent.,  but  fail  to  make  an  average  of  60  per  cent, 
in  any  one  subject,  are  promoted,  but  are  required  to  take  a  special 
re-examination  in  this  subject  conducted  before  the  opening  of  school 
in  September,  very  few  pupils  fail  of  promotion.  This  year  but  3 
out  of  a  class  of  57  failed  of  promotion  from  the  8th  grade  to  the 
high  school. 

Our  greatest  need  at  the  present  time  is  the  formation  of  a  plan 
by  which  over-age  pupils  may  be  given  special  advantages  in  voca- 
tional activities.  The  basis  for  promotion  in  the  grades  below  the 
7th  is  three-fold ;  classwork,  examination  mark,  and  the  judgment  of 
the  teacher.  No  matter  what  the  mark  of  a  pupil  may  be,  if  the 
teacher's  best  judgment  after  consultation  with  the  superintendent 
tells  her  that  a  child  will  do  better  work  in  the  next  higher  grade, 
the  promotion  will  be  made. 

In  the  high  school,  the  unit  of  advancement  is  by  subject,  and 
not  by  classes  or  grades.  In  other  words,  a  pupil  who  has  failed 
in  one  subject  need  not  retake  the  other  subjects  of  that  year,  but 
must  simply  repeat  the  subject  in  which  an  unsatisfactory  mark  was 
made.  If  the  grade  was  very  low,  the  subject  must  be  repeated  in 
class,  if  not  very  low,  a  re-examination  before  the  opening  of  school 
may  remove  the  condition. 
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The  school  term  just  closed  marked  no  unusual  features.  It  was 
a  year  of  good  solid  work,  one  of  the  best  in  my  experience  in  our 
schools.  Our  teachers  worked  faithfully  and  harmoniously  for  the 
best  interests  of  the  schools  and  a  spirit  of  good  will  prevailed 
throughout  the  entire  year. 

Twenty-nine  teachers  were  employed — ten  males  and  nineteen  fe- 
males. Of  this  number,  two  are  graduates  of  colleges,  thirteen  are 
graduates  of  State  Normal  Schools  and  eight  hold  permanent  certifi- 
cates. Year  after  year,  several  of  these  teachers  have  added  extra 
branches  to  their  diplomas,  while  a  number  of  them  are  again  attend- 
ing summer  sessions  during  the  vacation  months  that  they  may  be 
benefitted  in  their  work. 

We  held  regular  monthly  teachers'  meetings  during  the  year.  Our 
teachers  are  very  punctual  in  their  attendance  at  these  meetings,  in 
fact,  it  is  an  established  rule  of  our  board  that  every  teacher  shall 
attend  all  regular  and  special  meetings  called  by  the  superintendent 
and  shall  not  ask  to  be  excused  for  any  reason  that  would  not  justify 
absence  from  the  regular  sessions  of  the  schools.  Furthermore,  the 
teachers  realize  the  good  that  is  obtained  from  these  meetings.  Var- 
ious subjects  pertaining  to  actual  schoolroom  duties  are  thoroughly 
discussed  by  which  the  younger  teachers  especially  are  benefitted  by 
the  experience  of  those  longer  in  service,  which  results  in  better 
and  more  active  daily  work. 

The  total  enrollment  of  our  schools  was  about  the  same  as  last 
year.  Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  mills  lately  located  in  our 
borough  draw  heavily  on  our  schools  for  help,  we  have  been  able  to 
hold  a  large  number  of  our  pupils  till  they  reached  the  high  school. 
From  a  total  enrollment  of  1,160  pupils,  138  attended  the  high  school, 
and  312  were  enrolled  in  the  sixth,  seventh  and  eighth  grades.  This 
is  an  encouraging  feature  and  shows  an  improvement  over  former 
years  in  that  parents  are  desirous  of  having  their  children  continue 
to  attend  school  through  the  higher  grades. 

With  a  determination  to  blot  out  the  injury  to  our  boys  and 
young  men  by  the  pernicious  cigarette  habit,  after  frequent  warning, 
we  found  it  necessary  to  cause  the  arrest  of  one  of  our  leading  dealers 
in  the  poisonous  traffic  and  bring  him  to  trial.  After  being  con- 
victed and  compelled  to  pay  a  heavy  fine  imposed  on  him  by  the  court, 
he,  as  well  as  all  other  dealers  in  the  borough,  have  come  to  a  reali- 
zation of  the  fact  that  we  mean  to  carry  out  the  full  intent  of  the  law. 
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At  present,  this  seems  to  have  accomplished  our  purpose,  and  no 
tobacco  in  any  form  is  seen  around  the  school  buildings  and  we  hope 
the  time  is  here  when  the  boy  whose  body  is  stunted  by  its  continual 
use,  and  whose  clothing  is  saturated  with  the  foul  odor,  will  no  longer 
be  found  seated  in  our  schools  by  the  side  of  the  cleanly  and  well 
kept  boys  and  girls. 

This  fact  alone  seems  to  have  a  decided  effect  on  our  attendance. 
The  vaccination  law  was  strictly  observed.  There  were  very  few 
cases  of  contagious  diseases,  due  largely  to  the  everlasting  vigilance 
of  the  teachers  in  reporting  supposed  cases,  and  the  immediate  dis- 
infecting of  all  rooms  where  cases  where  reported.  Our  board  of 
health  gave  us  very  helpful  assistance  in  this  matter  through  the 
services  of  their  health  officer.  The  health  of  our  teachers  as  well 
as  the  pupils  has  been  exceptionally  good.  The  compulsory  attend- 
ance law  was  rigidly  enforced  and  parents  have  come  to  understand 
that  the  regular  attendance  of  their  children  is  required  and  no  one 
was  arrested  for  violation  of  the  act.  All  these  different  causes 
working  together,  brought  us  very  good  attendance  at  school — we 
having  an  attendance  of  96  per  cent. 

'  Two  rooms  in  the  high  school  building  were  thoroughly  renovated 
and  fitted  up  with  modern  school  furniture  in  the  form  of  single 
desks  and  seats.  Our  physical  and  chemical  laboratory  was  likewise 
fitted  up  with  new  tables  and  necessary  apparatus  was  installed, 
which  made  the  work  easier  and  more  effective  and  added  much  to  the 
appearance  of  the  rooms. 

My  report  would  not  be  complete  without  mentioning  the  assistance 
given  us  by  the  good  people  of  our  borough  by  the  organization  of  an 
association,  known  as  the  "Helping  Hand  Society."  The  society  is 
composed  of  members  chosen  from  the  different  churches  in  our  midst 
who  see  to  it  that  aid  is  given  to  poor  and  deserving  families  when 
needed.  Children  of  these  families  are  furnished  with  proper  clothing 
donated  by  our  good  people.  They  are  also  supplied  with  coal  during 
the  cold  weather  and  nourishing  food  is  given  them,  so  that  when  they 
come  to  school  they  are  in  proper  condition  to  study.  In  this  way 
many  deserving  children  are  enabled  to  attend  school  by  the  efforts 
of  the  society. 

There  seems  to  be  a  good  local  school  sentiment  in  our  borough 
at  present,  and  our  board,  which  is  composed  of  progressive  business 
men  whose  moral  as  well  as  official  support  can  always  be  depended 
on,  with  promised  support  by  some  of  our  best  citizens,  is  taking  active 
steps  towards  securing  suitable  locations  for  playgrounds  for  the 
use  of  the  children  during  vacation  time,  since  our  school  grounds  are 
entirely  too  small  to  accommodate  all  the  children.  We  sincerely 
hope  that  they  may  be  successful  in  their  efforts  for  we  owe  it  to  our 
children  that  they  may  have  a  safe  place  to  enjoy  their  leisure 
hours. 
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BEAVER  FALLS— Clyde  C.  Green. 


If  a  report  of  this  kind  is  to  be  of  any  positive  value  to  anyone 
it  should  deal  with  the  vital  facts  of  our  situation  regardless  of 
whether  they  are  complimentary  to  us  or  otherwise.  Probably  a 
school  report  would  be  ideal  if  we  were  able  to  specify  precisely  what 
is  right  about  our  school  system  and  why  it  is  right;  what  is  wrong 
and  how  it  can  be  remedied.  This  would  be  a  stupendous  task  and 
one  which  we  frankly  admit  we  are  not  assuming  in  its  entirety  at 
this  time.  This  ideal,  however,  does  represent  the  spirit  in  which  we 
approach  our  duty  in  this  instance. 

A  number  of  new  features  connected  with  our  development  during 
the  past  three  years  are  worthy  of  mention  for  two  reasons:  (1) 
Because  they  have  proved  their  worth  in  this  school  system  and  we  be- 
lieve are  approved  in  the  main  by  those  of  our  citizens  who  have  been 
sufficiently  interested  to  become  familiar  with  their  operation.  (2) 
Because  they  are  approved  by  the  best  educational  thought  of  the 
day.  Entailing,  as  they  have,  much  additional  expense,  it  is  at  least 
interesting  to  note  that  these  features  have  been  introduced  without 
an  increase  in  the  tax  millage.  Since  there  has  been  no  unusual 
changes  in  valuation  and  the  teachers'  pay  roll  has  been  increased 
33^  per  cent.,  it  is  plain  that  efficient  business  management  is  not 
a  subject  to  be  ignored.  The  features  to  which  we  refer  are  as 
follows: 

1.  Domestic  Science. 

2.  Domestic  Art. 

3.  Manual  Training. 

4.  Mechanical  Drawing. 

5.  Commercial  Course. 

6.  Physical  Education. 

7.  Playgrounds— two  centers — value  f 20,000. 

8.  Gymnasium— value  $10,000. 

9.  Vocal  music — Regular  class  instruction  in  high  school. 

10.  Music  Appreciation — Regular  class  instruction  in  high  school. 

11.  Boys'  Glee  Clubs. 

12.  Girls'  Choruses. 

13.  Night  School — General. 

14.  Night  School  for  foreigners. 

15.  Departmental  work  in  seventh  and  eighth  grades. 

16.  Complete  revision  of  the  course  of  study  to  meet  more  nearly 

the  individual  needs  of  pupils. 
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17.  Employment  of  Children's  Librarian. 

18.  Story  Hour  in  Library. 

19.  Semi-annual  Promotions  in  High  School. 

20.  Special  teachers  for  backward  children. 

21.  Promotion  of  teachers  on  basis  of  merit  and  efficiency. 

22.  Use  of  school  building  as  social  center. 

23.  Permanent  exhibit  of  school  work. 

24.  Complete  system  of  educational  records. 

25.  Improved  system  of  accounting. 

26.  Introduction  of  cost  system  in  connection  with  business  office. 

High  School  Athletics. 

On  November  13,  1914,  we  presented  the  following  report  to  the 
board  of  directors. 

The  question  of  high  school  athletics  presents  serious  problems, 
which,  if  not  solved  properly,  will  tend  to  defeat  the  true  aims  of 
education  in  the  public  schools.  These  problems  have  been  brought 
about  by  the  rise  of  the  following  conditions: 

First:  The  rapidly  increasing  prominence  which  is  being  given  to 
inter-school  athletic  contests  as  a  phase  of  the  legitimate  work  of 
the  schools  to  the  exclusion  of  games  and  physical  exercises  within 
the  student  body. 

Secondly:  The  investment  of  a  large  sum  of  money  in  a  play- 
ground, gymnasium,  and  other  facilities  for  physical  education,  which 
may  be  wisely  administered  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  people  of  the 
community,  or  which  may  not  be  so  administered,  depending  upon 
our  policies.  >  - 

The  present  tendency  to  place  increasing  emphasis  upon  contests 
between  different  schools  results  as  follows: 

Approximately  10  per  cent,  of  the  student  body  receive  the  benefit 
of  the  physical  training  in  foot-ball  and  basket-ball.  This  is  due 
to  the  fact  that  present  tendencies  demand  that  all  our  efforts  be 
concentrated  upon  training  a  few  boys  for  the  purpose  of  whipping 
a  few  boys  from  another  school.  Th«  real  play  element  is  almost 
entirely  eliminated,  and  the  boy  who  needs  physical  development  most 
receives  the  least  attention  simply  because  he  is  not  able  to  help  us 
win  our  games. 

Now,  we  believe  in  playing  to  win,  but  we  do  not  believe  that  the 
side  show  should  be  larger  than  the  circus.  In  other  words  we  simply 
mean  that  whatever  money,  time,  and  energy  we  invest  in  physical 
education  in  the  future  should  be  so  distributed  that  not  a  single 
boy  or  girl  in  the  school  system  will  be  neglected.  Games  and  physical 
exercises  should  be  provided  for  all  ages,  conditions,  and  both  sexes. 
Tli is  is  not  merely  a  dream,  but  is  very  practical  and  is  capable  of 
being  worked  in  our  school  system. 
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We  realize  that  inter-school  contests  have  their  place, — that  they 
serve  to  foster  what  is  called  school  spirit.  They  make  friends  for  the 
school  when  we  are  winning  (and  enemies  when  we  are  losing).  But 
when  they  are  over-emphasized  it  is  also  a  fact  that  there  is  a  tendency 
to  subordinate  all  other  phases  of  the  school  work  to  them.  Great 
care  must  be  taken  that  a  student's  athletic  interests  be  not  inter- 
fered with,  but  that  same  student  frequently  claims  the  right  to  allow 
almost  anything  to  take  precedence  over  his  studies. 

It  is  true  that  an  occasional  boy  is  kept  in  school  for  a  time  merely 
because  he  finds  a  place  on  the  team,  but  usually  the  deleterious 
influence  of  such  a  boy  upon  the  remainder  of  the  school  is  more 
conspicious  than  his  own  educational  growth. 

Under  present  conditions  an  undue  portion  of  the  time  and  energy 
of  the  teacher  is  required  directly  in  the  interests  of  athletics  and  in 
questions  of  discipline  and  instruction  growing  out  of  athletics.  This, 
of  course,  works  to  the  detriment  of  the  students  not  directly  inter- 
ested— or  about  90  per  cent,  of  the  student  body. 

The  investment  feature  of  this  question  requires  little  comment 
except  with  reference  to  the  financial  management  of  athletics.  In 
this  connection  we  are  convinced  that  the  amount  of  money  invested 
in  the  athletic  field  and  gymnasium  makes  it  imperative  that  the 
entire  financial  management  be  taken  over  by  the  school  board,  all 
receipts  be  turned  over  to  the  treasurer  of  the  school  district,  and  all 
expenses  be  paid  by  warrant  of  the  board. 

The  objectionable  features  which  we  cited  above  will  never  be 
eliminated  unless  some  person  or  persons  are  charged  with  these 
problems  and  are  given  full  authority  in  their  solution,  subject  of 
course  at  all  times  to  the  supreme  authority  in  all  educational  mat- 
ters, the  board  of  school  directors.  As  the  matter  now  stands,  advice 
and  suggestions  come  from  many  good  sources,  but  the  difficulty  lies 
in  the  fact  that  the  suggestions  are  sometimes  conflicting. 

We  therefore  respectfully  recommend: 

(1)  That  physical  training  be  placed  on  a  co-ordinate  basis  with 
intellectual  training,  and  that  it  be  placed  under  the  direct  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Instruction  Committee  of  the  Board  and  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Schools. 

(2)  That  all  receipts  from  athletic  contests,  rental  of  the  play- 
grounds, gymnasium,  etc.,  be  turned  over  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
school  district. 

(3)  That  all  payment  be  authorized  by  the  board  of  directors. 

(4)  That  the  rules  and  regulations  governing  athletics  and  ath- 
letic contests  be  revised  to  meet  new  conditions. 

(5)  That  a  director  of  physical  training  be  employed  for  twelve 
months  each  year. 
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Elementary  Schools. 

The  introduction  of  departmental  work  in  the  eighth  grade  has 
produced  gratifying  results,  the  most  important  of  which  has  been  the 
increase  in  the  efficiency  of  the  teaching.  The  extension  of  this  type 
of  work  next  year  to  the  seventh  grade  will  not  only  enable  us  to 
provide  better  instruction  but  will  assist  in  the  solution  of  certain 
perplexing  administrative  problems.  When  proper  facilities)  are 
possible  we  hope  to  organize  a  junior  high  school. 

Teachers. 

The  recently  adopted  rule  which  provides  that  the  minimum  quali- 
fications for  the  position  of  teacher  shall  be  graduation  from  a  State 
Normal  School  or  college,  with  adequate  preliminary  education,  may 
seem  to  be  somewhat  drastic,  but  we  believe  that  some  such  measure 
is  necessary  if  we  are  to  have  trained  teachers  in  our  schools.  Under 
any  circumstances  teachers  in  the  service  require  training  but  the 
young  high  school  graduate  without  any  additional  preparation 
except  a  term  or  two  in  a  summer  school  necessarily  receives  her 
training  at  the  expense  of  the  children. 

Cost  Record  and  Statistical  Reports. 

The  cost  record  and  system  of  accounting  which  has  been  in  opera- 
tion here  for  three  years  is  worthy  of  mention.  While  we  do  not  claim 
perfection  for  this  system  we  believe  that  it  possesses  certain  impor- 
tant qualities  not  always  characteristic  of  school  accounts. 

(1)  It  enables  us  to  render  reports  relating  to  vital  subjects  in 
terms  which  are  intelligible  to  those  for  whom  they  are  intended. 

(2)  It  is  designed  to  reveal  facts  rather  than  to  conceal  them 
regardless  as  to  whether  they  are  complimentary  or  otherwise. 

(3)  It  enables  us  to  render  the  reports  required  by  the  U.  S. 
Bureau  of  Public  Instruction  with  a  minimum  of  effort. 

(4)  It  enables  us  to  render  annual  reports  which  permit  com- 
parisions  with  other  school  systems  and  among  the  various  depart- 
ments within  our  own  system. 
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BETHLEHEM— Win.  G.  Cleaver. 


For  several  years  there  has  been  in  evidence  in  this  town  a  steady 
industrial  growth  and  expansion.  Vast  additions  to  the  great  plant 
of  the  Bethlehem  Steel  Company  have  been  in  course  of  construction, 
and  with  the  completion  of  these  extensions  our  population  is  increas- 
ing rapidly  and  at  an  accelerating  rate. 

During  the  term  our  enrollment  reached  2,476  in  the  elementary 
grades  and  360  in  the  school,  a  total  of  3,836.  The  graduating  class 
of  the  high  school  numbered  44,  and  the  incoming  class-  numbers 
140. 

The  board  has  purchased  additional  ground  at  two  of  our  buildings, 
which  will  provide  adequate  facilities  for  the  enlargement  of  build- 
ings and  for  playgrounds.  Plans  have  been  adopted  and  work  begun 
on  an  addition  to  the  high  school  building  by  which  four  new  rooms 
will  be  available.  The  building  program  for  the  next  few  years  must 
provide  for  two  new  elementary  schools  and  a  new  high  school 
building. 

A  second  playground  was  opened  during  the  summer  of  1914.  The 
daily  attendance  of  children  at  the  two  grounds  which  were  con- 
ducted was  very  large.  A  variety  of  approved  activities  were  carried 
on.  It  is  probable  that  a  third  playground  will  be  added  in  another 
year. 

In  connection  with  the  medical  inspection  of  school  children  special 
attention  was  given  to  sight  defects.  By  arrangement  with  the 
oculists  and  opticians  of  the  town,  a  special  rate  was  obtained,  and 
in  cases  where  parents  were  unable  to  meet  the  expense  of  procuring 
proper  treatment  and  spectacles  the  board  authorized  this  work  to 
be  done  at  the  expense  of  the  district.  Special  attention  is  also 
being  directed  to  the  care  of  the  teeth,  and  plans  are  well  under  way 
for  the  establishing  of  a  dental  clinic  during  the  coming  term. 

A  careful  study  of  the  age  of  pupils  in  our  schools  shows  that 
14.6  per  cent,  of  the  children  are  under  age,  67.7  per  cent,  are  of  nor- 
mal age  and  17.7  per  cent,  are  over  age.  A  similar  study  of  their 
school  progress  shows  that  2.7  per  cent,  have  gained  one  or  more 
years,  54.1  per  cent,  have  progressed  normally  from  year  to  year, 
and  43.2  per  cent,  have  repeated  one  or  more  years.  The  figures  for 
our  district  do  not  compare  unfavorably  with  those  of  other  similar 
communities,  but  it  is  unfortunate  that  so  few  districts  can  furnish 
accurate  exhibits  of  the  progress  of  pupils,  for  in  this  repetition  of 
grades,  is  presented  the  most  immediate  and  pressing  problem  that 
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confronts  the  superintendent  and  his  teachers.  Bethlehem  is  one 
of  the  small  number  of  districts  having  a  seven  year  elementary 
course  of  study.  This  course  is  in  the  process  of  thorough  revision 
so  as  to  remove  some  of  the  larger  gaps,  eliminate  unimportant  de- 
tails, emphasize  the  essentials,  and  organize  and  correlate  all  work 
more  effectively.  It  is  hoped  to  put  the  new  course  into  practice  dur- 
ing the  coming  year.  In  order  to  improve  class  room  work,  great 
care  has  been  given  to  the  planning  of  work  at  the  teachers'  meetings. 
Twenty-five  of  the  leading  educational  journals  have  been  on  file  in 
the  superintendent's  office  and  teachers  have  been  encouraged  to  do 
much  professional  reading,  bulletins  of  the  most  important  articles 
being  issued  from  month  to  month.  These  efforts  have  had  due  in- 
fluence and  a  steady  improvement  in  the  work  of  the  class  room 
is  noticeable.  This  is  shown  in  a  definite  matter  by  the  results  of  the 
application  of  scales  for  hand  writing  and  language,  by  which  an 
improvement  ranging  from  30  per  cent,  to  60  per  cent,  was  shown 
in  the  various  rooms.  These  measurements  will  be  widely  extended 
during  the  coming  year. 

The  high  school  has  been  organized  on  a  radically  different  plan 
from  that  formerly  followed.  Instruction  periods  have  been  increased 
to  the  length  of  sixty  minutes  and  the  school  day  lengthened  so  that 
sessions  extend  from  nine  to  twelve  A.  M.  and  from  one  to  four  P.  M. 
The  schedule  of  recitations  is  so  arranged  that  every  pupil  and 
teacher  may  have  an  intermissions'  of  two  hours.  Among  the  distinct 
advantages  gained  have  been  long  periods  for  laboratory  work,  more 
preparation  of  lessons  and  completion  of  assigned  exercises  under  the 
direct  supervision  of  the  teacher,  more  careful  assignment  of  lessons, 
less  out-of-school  work,  and  a  great  improvement  in  spirit  and  results 
accomplished. 


BLOOMSBURG— L.  Parvin  Sterner. 


For  at  least  fifteen  years,  Bloomsburg  has  had  the  population  to 
entitle  its  public  schools  to  a  district  superintendent.  For  some 
reason  no  effort  was  ever  made  to  elect  such  an  officer  until  last 
July  when  I  had  the  honor  of  being  Unanimously  elected  to  the 
position.  Therefor  this  is  the  first  annual  report  to  you  concerning 
the  progress  and  condition  of  the  public  schools  of  the  town  of 
Bloomsburg. 

Our  public  schools  were  managed  well  and  taught  well  during 
the  year.  The  registration  in  comparision  with  our  population  of 
eight  thousand  was  large  and  the  attendance  was  good. 
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Registration. 

Number  of  different  pupils  in  all  the  schools  was, 1,512 

Number  of  different  pupils  in  the  elementary  schools,  . .  1,179 

Number  of  different  pupils  in  the  high  school, 334 

The  percentage  of  attendance  of  all  the  schools, 96.9% 

Of  the  high  school  registration,  one  hundred  sixty-six  were  boys 
and  one  hundred  sixty-eight  girls. 

Average  Number  of  Pupils  to  a  Teacher. 

In  the  primary  department — first  three  grades, 34 

In  the  intermediate  department — fourth  and  fifth  grades,  58 
In  the  grammar  department — sixth,  seventh  and  eighth 

grades,  43 

In  the  elementary  schools, 47 

In  the  high  school, 38 

Our  Teachers. 

The  good  condition  of  our  schools  is  due  in  great  part  to  the  ener- 
getic and  well-directed  efforts  of  a  capable  corps  of  teachers.  Our 
local  normal  schotol  is  entitled  to  some  credit.  It  has  been  furnish- 
ing nearly  all  of  our  elementary  teachers  and  a  few  of  our  high  school 
teachers.  Twenty-three  of  our  twenty-five  teachers  of  our  elementary 
schools  are  graduates  of  that  school.  The  other  two  have  County 
Permanent  Certificates. 

During  the  year,  I  had  only  two  teachers  to  examine  and  certificate. 
Both  applicants  were  college  graduates  but  during  their  college  course 
had  not  covered  the  required  number  of  hours  work  in  pedagogical 
studies. 

Two  additional  teachers  were  added  to  our  high  school  faculty 
at  the  beginning  of  the  school  term.  One  was  elected  to  teach  English 
and  the  other  to  teach  biology  and  first  year  science. 

Nearly  all  of  our  teachers  will  be  retained.  The  community  as 
well  as  the  schools  suffered  a  great  loss  through  the  death  of  two  of 
our  competent  teachers.  Both  were  highly  esteemed  women  whose 
lives  for  several  years  were  almost  entirely  devoted  to  the  welfare 
of  their  pupils.  Two  other  teachers  were  not  applicants.  The  rest 
were  reelected.  For  some  years  the  only  bar  to  retention  has  been 
incompetency. 

Educational  Meetings. 

Thirty  teachers'  meetings  were  held  during  the  year.  At  all  of  our 
general  meetings  we  studied  Chubb's  The  Teaching  of  English. 
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The  Parent-Teachers  Association  held  several  meetings  during  the 
year.  Partly  through  its  influence  our  elementary  school  grounds 
were  improved  at  an  expense  of  several  hundred  dollars. 

Play  and  Athletics. 

Our  elementary  school  grounds  were  equipped  with  slides  and  for 
basket  ball.  Every  intermission,  the  teachers  are  on  the  grounds 
to  direct  and  supervise  the  plays  and  games.  Through  this  experience 
the  teachers  have  learned  much  about  the  value  of  recess  not  only 
to  the  pupils  but  also  to  themselves. 

Profane  and  indecent  language  and  conduct  have  been  almost  elimi- 
nated from  the  school  grounds.  The  pupils  very  seldom  quarrel  or 
fight.  When  they  attempt  it,  they  are  soon  discovered  and  stopped. 
The  neightbors'  gardens  and  fruit  trees  are  not  damaged.  Many  op- 
portunities for  moral  as  well  as  physical  training  are  afforded  which 
would  be  lost  to  the  teachers  who  are  content  to  stay  in  their  rooms 
during   recess. 

In  the  high  school,  football  and  baseball  are  the  only  athletic  sports. 
We  do  not  have  a  place  for  indoor  basket  ball.  These  activities 
are  under  strict  control.  No  high  school  student  is  eligible  to  play 
against  any  visiting  team  unless  he  is  an  undergraduate,  registered 
at  least  thirty  days  before  the  game,  is  taking  fifteen  hours  of  class 
work  a  week  with  the  intention  of  graduating,  and  is  up  to  the  "pass- 
ing mark"  in  his  work. 

Playgrounds. 

Our  school  board  showed  its  progressive  spirit  by  leasing  through 
our  town  council  a  square  of  level  and  centrally  located  land  known 
as  Athletic  Park.  The  lease  was  made  for  a  period  of  ten  years. 
Being  convenient  of  access,  the  park  will  be  used  very  much  not  only 
by  the  children  of  the  town  but  also  by  many  adults.  During  the 
summer  vacation  it  is  very  likely  that  it  will  be  used  by  the  children 
under  the  direction  of  the  Civic  League.  This  association  is  now 
using  the  elementary  school  grounds  for  play. 

A  few  years  ago,  we  suggested  that  a  quarter  mile  track  be  placed 
around  Athletic  Park.  This  suggestion  will  soon  become  a  reality. 
Through  the  efforts  of  our  enterprising  Alumni  Association,  which  is 
active  in  the  interests  of  our  schools,  and  led  by  its  energetic  presi- 
dent, the  greater  part  of  the  money  required  for  this  purpose  has 
been  raised.  The  track  has  been  laid  out  and  work  on  it  will  soon 
begin. 

Field  Day. 

The  twenty-eighth  day  of  May  was  a  red-letter  day  for  our  public 
schools.    Early  in  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  at  least  fourteen  hundred 
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pupils  assembled  at  their  respective  buildings,  formed  in  line,  and 
headed  by  two  bands  of  music  paraded  over  three  of  our  leading 
streets  to  our  Town  Hall  and  thence  to  Athletic  Park.  The  schools 
in  each  of  our  three  buildings  showed  their  colors  in  pennants — each 
pupil  having  a  pennant.  The  parade  ended  with  a  grand  march  in 
the  Park  which  was  considered  by  many  the  most  beautiful  part  of 
the  exercises.  After  the  grand  march,  the  pupils  encamped  in  the 
positions  assigned  their  respective  schools. 

Every  elementary  school  had  a  part  on  the  program.  Hundreds 
of  patrons  and  friends  of  the  schools  attended  to  see  and  enjoy  the 
exercises.  Every  one  was  grately  pleased  with  this  hrst  field  day, 
and  all  want  another  such  a  day  next  year. 

Encouraged  by  present  prospects,  we  are  looking  forward  to  the 
coming  term  with  pleasant  expectation.  With  a  board  of  progressive 
directors,  with  a  corps  of  loyal  and  competent  teachers,  and  with 
a  community  that  loves  its  free  public  schools,  and  with  influential 
organizations  that  are  willing  to  co-operate,  we  believe  that  much  good 
can  be  done  through  our  schools  the  coming  year. 


BRADDOCK— F.   C.   Steltz. 


The  school  term  of  1914-15  closed  in  Braddock  with  the  annual 
school  picnic  Thursday,  May  27th.  This  gala  day  is  always  anxiously 
awaited  by  the  pupils  as  the  end  of  the  term  approaches. 

A  noticeable  professional  spirit  has  developed  among  the  teaching 
force.  Several  teachers  have  attended  the  summer  session  at  the 
University  of  Pittsburgh  and  a  few  expect  to  continue  doing  work 
in  the  Saturday  classes.  There  are,  however,  a  few  teachers  so  self- 
satisfied  with  their  professional  fitness  that  the  mere  mention  of  pro- 
fessional growth  would  shock  them. 

The  books  studied  during  the  year  were  Charter's  "Teaching  the 
Common  Branches,"  by  the  teachers  in  the  elementary  grades,  and 
Brown's  "American  High  School,"  by  the  high  school  teachers.  We 
have  in  contemplation  the  use  of  the  annual  proceedings  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania State  Educational  Association  for  additional  reading  this 
year,  using  those  discussions  particularly  pertinent  to  the  work  of 
the  school  room. 
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The  number  of  teachers  holding  provisional  certificates  is  gradually 
becoming  less  each  year.  In  all  probability  the  number  will  be  re- 
duced to  one  for  the  coming  year. 

One  teacher  has  a  professional  certificate  renewed  under  the  old 
law.  All  other  holders  of  this  grade  of  certificate  stood  an  examina- 
tion in  two  additional  subjects  and  two  books  on  pedagogy. 

Braddock  held  a  separate  teachers'  institute  last  year  for  the  first 
time.  In  previous  years  our  teachers  attended  the  Allegheny  county 
Institute.  The  institute  was  held  at  intervals  during  the  first  half 
of  the  term  as  follows:  October  9  and  10,  23  and  24;  December  11 
12,  and  18, 1914.  Among  the  instructors  were  Deputy  Superintendent 
Keed  Teitrick  of  the  Department,  Dr.  A.  E.  Winship,  Dr.  O.  T. 
Corson,  Supt.  F.  W.  Wright,  Dr.  Arthur  Harrop,  Dr.  Arthur  Holmes, 
Dr.  H.  B.  Davis  and  County  Superintendent  Samuel  Hamilton,  and 
deputy  Orton  Lowe  of  Allegheny  county.  Much  inspiration  was 
gathered  by  the  teachers  from  these  speakers  and  short  conferences 
with  respect  to  particular  problems  were  a  feature. 

The  total  cost  of  the  institute  was  f  353.50. 

The  Braddock  ParenkTeachers'  Association  became  a  reality  dur- 
ing the  year  and  has  been  thoroughly  organized.  Efficient  officers 
have  been  placed  at  the  head  and  much  helpful  co-operation  is  looked 
for  during  the  coming  year. 

Meetings  of  the  association  were  held  each  month  during  the  term, 
closing  with  a  reception  in  the  high  school  building  on  May  11th. 

Community  meetings  were  held  in  each  of  the  buildings  from  time 
to  time,  and  the  interest  manifested  by  the  parents  proves  that  they 
are  a  medium  through  which  we  can  arouse  a  greater  pride  ia  the 
work  of  the  schools. 

Our  total  school  enrollment  was  2,621.  Of  this  number  there  were 
1,360  males  and  1,261  females.  2,367  of  these  were  enrolled  in  the 
elementary  schools.  The  enrollment  in  the  high  school  was  254, 
the  largest  in  its  history.  This  is  also  true  of  the  total  enrollment 
of  all  the  schools  of  the  borough. 

The  average  number  of  pupils  per  teacher  in  the  elementary  schools 
was  47,  in  the  high  school  32.  This  condition  will  be  relieved  next 
year  by  the  addition  of  two  teachers  in  the  grades  and  two  in  the 
high  school. 

Possibly  the  greatest  event  in  the  school  history  of  Braddock  was 
the  completion  of  a  magnificent  high  school  building  erected  at  a 
total  cost  of  |213,000.  The  budget  plan  was  followed  in  financing 
the  building  and,  as  a  result,  the  amount  set  aside  for  the  purpose 
was  not  exceeded. 

The  building  which  is  centrally  located  is  built  of  brick  and 
terra  cotta  and  is  fireproof  throughout.  It  contains  the  offices  of  the 
superintendent,  the  principal,  and  the  board  of  education.     In  addi- 
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tion  to  these  there  are  thirteen  regular  recitation  rooms,  two  com- 
mercial rooms,  assembly  hall  with  a  seating  capacity  of  500,  library, 
three  laboratories,  three  domestic  science  rooms,  three  manual  train- 
ing rooms,  and  gymnasium  with  shower  baths  and  locker  rooms. 

The  building  is  heated  with  steam  by  means  of  direct  radiation 
and  washed  air. 

The  formal  dedication  was  held  Friday,  May  7,  1915.  Superinten- 
dent Samuel  Hamilton  of  Allegheny  county,  delivered  the  dedicatory 
address. 

Twenty-two  young  men  and  women  were  graduated  from  the 
regular  four  year  high  school  course  on  Friday  evening,  May  21st. 
Fifty  per  cent,  of  the  above  class  will  attend  higher  institutions. 

High  school  athletics  were  run  strictly  under  faculty  management 
this  year  and  proved  a  success  over  former  years  in  many  ways. 
No  pupil  was  allowed  to  participate  unless  his  class  standing  war- 
ranted it.  We  did  not  get  away  from  the  "team"  idea  but  plan  to 
have  inter-class  athletics  for  the  future.  Our  large  gymnasium  will 
be  used  daily  by  both  girls  and  boys  under  the  direction  of  some 
member  of  the  faculty. 

Departmental  teaching  in  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  will  be 
taken  up  during  the  term  of  1915-16.  All  seventh  and  eighth  grade 
pupils  will  be  centralized  in  one  building.  This,  we  feel  sure,  will 
go  far  toward  closing  up  the  present  gap  between  grades  and  high 
school  life  of  the  adolescent  pupil. 

Each  year  we  find  the  problem  of  caring  for  the  retarded  and  de- 
fective children  thrust  upon  us  and  so  far  have  failed  to  secure  per- 
mission from  the  board  of  education  to  provide  for  them  in  the  proper 
manner.  The  waste  of  energy  on  the  part  of  the  teacher  and  the 
hindrance  to  the  normal  children  in  the  room  evidently  are  not 
taken  into  consideration.  The  establishment  of  an  ungraded  room 
with  a  competent  teacher  is  one  of  our  plans  for  improvement  of  the 
school  system. 

The  issuance  of  employment  certificates  was  kept  at  a  minimum. 
It  is  our  aim  to  be  satisfied  that  that  applicant  was  sure  of  a  posi- 
tion before  issuing  the  certificate.  We  hope  for  much  good  to  come 
from  the  Child  Labor  Bill  No.  177  recently  passed  by  the  Legislature. 
From  June  1,  1914  to  June  1,  1915,  106  certificates  were  issued.  Many 
parents  and  pupils  apply  for  certificates  on  the  day  the  child  is  14 
years  old.  In  many  cases  the  possession  of  a  certificate  is  interpreted 
to  mean  permission  to  remain  away  from  school. 
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BRADFORD— E.  E.  Schermerhorn. 


I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  progress  in  the 
schools  under  my  supervision  for  the  school  year  of  1914-15. 

Our  building  plans  of  last  year  materialized,  and  we  now  have 
ready  for  occupancy  a  new,  modern,  10-room,  grammar  school  build- 
ing to  take  the  place  of  the  old  structure  in  the  sixth  ward  which 
had  become  unfit  for  use.  The  annex  to  the  high  school  building, 
providing  for  an  auditorium,  gymnasium,  and  necessary  class  rooms, 
is  in  process  of  construction,  and  we  hope  to  have  it  ready  for  use 
before  winter.  The  total  enrollment  for  the  year  was  2,608,  five 
hundred  and  twenty-five  of  whom  attended  the  high  school.  This 
high  school  enrollment  is  an  increase  of  66  over  that  of  last  year,  and 
we  found  it  necessary  to  engage  the  services  of  two  extra  teachers. 

Physical  examination  of  school  children  was  conducted  during  the 
year  by  a  graduate  nurse,  employed  by  the  board  of  directors,  who 
gave  her  entire  time  to  work  in  the  schools.  In  this  way  we  were 
able  to  follow  up  cases  needing  the  attention  of  a  physician,  and  for 
the  first  time,  we  feel  that  the  results  were  commensurate  with  the 
efforts  put  forth.  Physical  record  cards  were  installed  and  a  definite 
program  arranged  for  this  department  of  work. 

As  in  former  years  our  teachers  pursued  a  course  of  professional 
reading  and  study  with  profit  both  to  themselves  and  the  children 
under  their  care.  Pearson's  "The  Evolution  of  the  Teacher,"  and 
Johnson's  "American  High  School"  were  the  books  chosen  for  this 
course. 

Harmony  and  good  will  has  prevailed  throughout  the  entire  school 
system,  and  earnest,  effective  work  has  been  the  rule  on  the  part 
of  teachers. 

Commencement  exercises  for  the  eighth  grade  were  held  on  the 
evening  of  June  8th,  when  140  pupils  received  their  diplomas  which 
entitle  them  to  admission  to  the  high  school.  The  interest  of  our 
citizens  in  school  affairs  was  illustrated  by  the  fact  that  over  one 
thousand  people  attended  this  annual  function.  On  the  evening  of 
June  10th,  eighty-four  students  were  graduated  from  the  high  school 
and  received  their  diplomas  at  the  hands  of  the  president  of  the 
school  board.  The  exercises  were  held  in  the  Grand  Theatre,  and  an 
audience  that  taxed  the  capacity  of  the  house  was  present  to  do 
honor  to  the  occasion.    Our  commercial  graduates  find  their  services 
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in  demand  and  easily  find  places  in  the  business  world.  Many  of  our 
literary  graduates  are  planning  to  continue  their  education  in  higher 
institutions  of  learning. 

I  wish  to  close  this  report  by  extendng  thanks  to  the  State  Depart- 
ment for  many  courtesies  rendered  during  the  year. 


BRISTOL— Louise  D.  Baggs. 


The  schools  of  Bristol  opened  in  September,  1914  with  a  number  of 
material  changes.  The  town  has  provided  sewers  and  all  the  schools 
were  connected  and  furnished  with  the  most  up-to-date  sanitary  equip- 
ment, including  the  drinking  fountains.  Paper  towels  and  liquid 
soap  were  also  introduced.  Medical  inspection  continued  its  good 
work  and  the  physical  surroundings  of  the  children  are  all  that  can 
be  desired.  In  one,  of  the  older  buildings  new  wardrobes  were  added 
and  single  desks  replaced  the  double  ones.  In  all  such  cases  the 
larger  number  of  pupils  to  a  teacher  has  been  somewhat  reduced, 
giving  both  teacher  and  pupils  better  opportunities. 

While  all  this  attention  has  been  given  to  the  physical  side,  the 
mental  and  moral  have  not  been  neglected.  Teachers  have  continued 
their  professional  reading  and  study.  In  the  primary  grades  the 
Aldine  Method  of  reading  was  introduced  with  marked  success. 
Effort  is  made  to  follow  the  course  of  study  as  suggested  by  the  State, 
much  attention  being  given  to  English  and  writing  in  the  first  pri- 
maries particularly. 

Sewing  was  introduced  beginning  with  the  sixth  grade.  The  pupils 
have  shown  much  interest  and  the  work  has  been  very  creditable. 

Good  teachers  are  retained  if  possible  by  increase  of  salaries. 

Departmental  teaching  is  done  now  in  the  6th,  7th,  and  8th  grades 
preparatory  to  the  high  school.  This  is  quite  a  help  to  the  pupil 
when  he  enters  high  school.  The  graduates  continue  to  attend  higher 
schools  of  learning  which  is  an  encouraging  feature.  One  of  the 
interesting  events  early  in  the  year  was  the  gift  of  a  sum  of  money  to 
equip  a  room  for  domestic  science  and  art.  This  was  greatly  ap- 
preciated and  the  school  directors  and  superintendent  at  once  began 
to  study  the  matter.  A  number  of  schools  having  such  equipment 
and  courses  were  visited  and  an  architect  was  then  engaged  to  draw 
the  plans.  The  result  is  now  a  room  so  beautifully  and  completely 
equipped  that  we  believe  it  can  not  be  excelled.  A  dining  room  has 
been  also  furnished  by  gifts  from  citizens  who  heartily  approve  of  the 
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work  The  whole  town  endorses  the  movement.  The  room  was  open 
to  the  public  on  June  24th,  when  a  very  large  number  of  people  visited 
it  and  were  most  enthusiastic  in  their  praise.  On  the  same  evening 
an  address  was  made  in  the  high  school  auditorium  by  the  head  of 
the  department  of  home  economics  of  the  William  Penn  high  school, 
Philadelphia. 

Continued  interest  is  shown  by  the  school  board  in  the  playgrounds 
and  two  of  the  school  yards  are  open  all  summer  for  that  purpose. 

The  commercial  department  is  also  very  much  appreciated  by  the 
people.  The  majority  of  the  pupils  elect  that  course.  They  are  doing 
splendid  work  there.  Several  of  the  graduates  have  become  com- 
mercial teachers  and  many  have  taken  office  positions. 

The  school  board  is  looking  forward  to  manual  training  and  a 
gymnasium.    Progress  is  the  word  here. 


BUTLER—  John  A.  Gibson. 


The  school  board  of  Butler  borough  is  planning  the  erection  of 
a  junior  high  school  building  and  the  creation  of  this  department 
as  the  next  step  in  the  organic  development  of  the  local  school  system. 
The  conditions  that  favor  this  action  are  as  follows. 

The  local  schools  grow  at  an  average  rate  of  increase  of  One  hun- 
dred in  enrollment  annually.  This  is  a  fairly  uniform  record  for 
the  past  twenty  years.  This  growth  makes  necessary  the  erection 
of  a  new  school  building  about  every  five  years.  An  additional  build- 
ing is  a  requirement  of  the  near  future.  The  schools  next  year  will 
tax  the  capacity  of  our  present  buildings  in  all  departments  from 
the  primary  to  the  high  school.  The  immediate  problem  is  the  determ- 
ination of  the  character  of  the  building  and  the  department  to  be 
added  to  the  system. 

The  junior  high  school  seems  the  logical  solution.  Butler  has  for 
many  years  employed  several  features  of  the  junior  high  school, — 
concentration  of  seventh  and  eighth  grades  in  one  building,  modified 
departmental  instruction,  manual  training,  assembly  exercises, 
amended  program  of  studies  to  anticipate  the  high  school  curriculum 
All  these  features  have  proved  practical  and  beneficial.  The  addi- 
tional modification  of  the  course  of  study  and  methods  of  instruction, 
and  enrichment  of  courses  to  meet  the  ideals  of  the  junior  high  school 
can  be  worked  out  cautiously  and  experimentally  in  actual  practice. 


196  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

A  local  feature  of  particular  assistance  is  the  fact  that  a  plot 
of  ground  approximately  two  hundred  by  four  hundred  feet  in  size 
adjacent  to  our  present  high  school  building  has  become  available  for 
purchase.  This  will  make  possible  a  perfectly  ideal  central  location 
for  the  juxtaposition  of  the  senior  and  junior  high  school  buildings. 
This  arrangement  will  make  possible  the  grouping  of  our  most  im- 
portant school  buildings  with  architectural  harmony  in  an  imposing 
central  location  in  a  manner  to  appeal  to  the  pride  and  civic  patriot- 
ism of  the  community. 

The  erection  of  the  present  high  school  building  and  the  intro- 
duction of  a  varied  program  with  its  many  practical  and  attractive 
features  have  resulted  in  a  growth  of  high  school  enrollment  from 
about  two  hundred  to  seven  hundred  in  a  period  of  eight  years. 
We  believe  that  an  attractive  junior  high  school  building  on  our 
proposed  site,  completing  with  the  present  high  school  building  an 
architectural  unity  and  a  central  civic  educational  plant  of  imposing 
proportions  and  beauty,  and  the  enriched  program  rendered  possible 
by  such  accommodations  will  stimulate  a  similar  growth  and  in- 
creased efficiency  in  this  department  of  the  system. 

The  problem  facing  the  school  authorities  resolves  itself  into  a 
choice  between  the  multiplication  of  the  separate  units  of  the  type 
now  composing  the  school  plant,  or  an  enrichment  of  a  most  important 
element  of  the  present  system  and  advance  of  the  organic  type  of  the 
schools  as  a  whole.  The  creation  of  a  junior  high  school  will  provide 
for  the  latter  aims  and  at  the  same  time  take  care  of  the  increasing 
enrollment  of  the  school  both  in  the  primary  department  and  in  the 
present  high  school.  The  latter  aim  will  be  attained  by  uniting  the 
first  year  of  the  present  high  school  with  the  seventh  and  eighth 
grades  for  the  formation  of  the  junior  high  school. 

This  step  is  contemplated  under  the  realization  that  there  has  been 
no  definite  determination  of  the  junior  high  school  function  and 
program  in  all  its  phases.  Sufficient  has,  however,  been  proven 
out  for  a  beginning.  Butler  contemplates  no  spectacular  features, 
no  radical  departures,  nothing  that  will  detract  from  the  central, 
cultural,  educational  values  of  public  school  education. 

Sufficient  valuable  features  as  a  basis  for  a  distinct  school  type  for 
the  seventh,  eighth,  and  ninth  grades  have  been  tried  out.  Further 
differentiation  may  profitably  await  experimental  determination  in 
an  extended  period  of  unhampered  evolutionary  growth. 
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CARBONDALE— P.  M.  Brennan. 


In  submitting  this  my  annual  report  of  the  progress  and  condi- 
tion of  our  schools,  I  am  gratified  to  be  able  to  state  that  substan- 
tial progress  has  been  made  in  all  grades  during  the  year.  In  a  mat- 
erial way,  I  have  had  the  pleasure,  in  the  first  year  of  my  superinten- 
dency,  of  seeing  considerable  advancement. 

There  were  enrolled  in  the  elementary  grades  for  the  year  ending- 
June  19,  1915,  males  1,603,  females  1,640,  total  3,243,  or  an  increase 
137  in  the  grades  over  the  previous  year  ending  June  19,  1914.  There 
were  enrolled  in  the  high  school,  males  154,  females  215,  total  369, 
or  an  increase  of  63  over  the  previous  year,  making  a  grand  total 
enrollment  of  3,612,  and  a  total  increase  in  the  enrollment  of  200 
as  compared  with  my  annual  report  for  the  previous  year. 

The  average  attendance  of  males  was  1,478,  and  females  1,576,  a 
total  of  3,054,  or  an  increase  of  308  over  the  previous  year. 

An  item  worth  special  mention  is  the  progress  and  improvement 
made  in  the  matter  of  writing.  The  Palmer  system  of  writing  was 
introduced  in  every  elementary  grade  as  well  as  the  commercial 
department  of  the  high  school,  when  school  opened  in  September. 

The  many  changes  the  new  system  brought  caused  considerable 
confusion  and  discouragement  at  first,  but  the  difficulties  were  finally, 
largely,  overcome  and  some  splendid  results  produced.  In  a  majority 
of  cases  the  improvement  was  so  great  that  one  could  hardly  believe 
that  the  specimens  of  pupil's  penmanship  saved  in  September  and 
contrasted  with  the  same  pupil's  specimens  produced  in  the  spring 
were  written  by  the  same  person. 

The  successful  application  of  this  system  involved  a  large  amount 
of  study  and  preparation  on  the  part  of  the  teachers,  but  this  de- 
mand was  in  the  main  cheerfully  and  willingly  met,  thus  indicating 
the  loyalty  of  our  teachers  to  their  duty. 

On  account  of  the  lack  of  school  rooms,  there  were  many  classes 
much  larger  than  they  should  have  been.  This  was  particularly  true 
in  the  grades  where  a  number  of  make  shifts  were  resorted  to  in  order 
to  take  care  of  the  pupils.  This  condition  of  affairs  will  last  still 
another  year,  that  is  until  our  new  high  school  building  is  erected. 
The  board  after  two  years  deliberation  has  voted  $125,000  for  the 
erection  of  a  new  high  school  building.  The  plans  on  which  bids  will 
soon  be  received,  are  still  in  the  hands  of  the  architect.  We  may, 
therefore,  reasonably  look  for  relief  in  September  1916. 
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The  building  as  planned  is  quite  modern  in  its  arrangement  and 
construction.  In  addition  to  administration  rooms  and  twenty-two 
class  rooms,  there  will  be  in  the  building  a  library,  a  gymnasium, 
a  manual  training  room,  and  a  domestic  science  room,  and  an  as- 
sembly room  seating  eight  hundred.  The  assembly  room  will  be  on 
the  first  floor  and  the  intention  of  the  board  is  that  it  shall  be  of  use 
to  the  community  in  other  ways  than  merely  as  a  school  room. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  schools  and  grounds  is  all  that  can 
be  desired.  The  buildings  are  kept  in  excellent  repair,  protection  in 
the  event  of  fire  is  adequate,  and  the  necessity  to  close  temporarily 
any  of  the  schools  has  not  existed  during  the  past  year. 

The  liveliest  interest  is  being  manifested  in  all  quarters  for  things 
educational,  and  the  taxpayers  make  no  adverse  criticism  of  the 
school  authorities  since  they  feel  that  their  money  is  being  judiciously 
expended. 

A  new  salary  schedule  went  into  effect  in  September.  Increased 
living  expenses,  and  the  recognition  of  the  fact  that  teachers  were 
being  underpaid  brought  about  quite  a  substantial  increase. 

The  salary  in  all  of  the  grades  begins  with  f 475  for  inexperienced 
teachers  and  reaches  a  maximum  of  $650  in  nine  years.  Length  of 
service  and  efficiency  are  the  two  determining  factors  in  fixing  the 
several  amounts  paid  to  teachers. 

The  schedule  for  teachers  in  the  high  school  ranges  from  $1,000 
for  inexperienced  men  to  a  maximum  of  $1,250;  and  from  $600  for 
women  without  experience  to  a  maximum  of  $750.  The  factors  that 
determine  the  salary  in  this  department  are  identical  with  those  in 
the  grades,  though  the  maximum  is  reached  in  seven  years. 

In  conclusion  I  desire  to  acknowledge  my  gratitude  to  the  public 
press — especially  the  Carbondale  Leader — for  their  efficient  aid;  to 
the  directors  for  the  confidence  and  support  they  have  given  me  in 
the  discharge  of  my  official  duties  and  earnestly  solicit  a  continuance 
of  the  same  in  the  future. 


CARLISLE— John  C.  Wagner. 


The  total  enrollment  for  the  year  1914-15  was  1,880.  Of  this 
number,  935  were  in  the  primary  grades,  618  in  the  grammar  grades, 
and  327  in  the  high  school,  69  young  men  and  women  completed  the 
course  and  were  awarded  the  honors  of  graduation  by  the  school 
board. 
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Twelve  year  ago  we  admitted  150  white  beginners  to  the  first 
grade.  Of  the  69  graduates  this  year,  14  were  non-resident  students 
and  1  were  colored.  Deducting  these,  we  would  have  51  pupils  gradu- 
ating from  the  high  school,  out  of  the  150  who  entered  the  first  grade 
twelve  years  ago.  In  other  words,  more  than  30  per  cent,  of  the  chil- 
dren entering  our  primary  schools  remain  to  graduate  from  the 
high  school. 

Five  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-two  visits  were  made  to  the 
schools  by  the  patrons  during  the  year.  Each  teacher  makes  it  a 
point  to  visit  the  homes  of  all  her  pupils  at  least  once  each  year.  In 
this  way  our  teachers  get  fairly  familiar  with  the  homes  and  the 
parents  with  the  work  of  the  schools.  During  the  coming  year,  we 
hope  to  have  organized  a  Parent-Teacher  Association  and  give  some 
attention  to  the  social  center  movement  in  school  work. 

Some  of  our  schools  remain  too  large  for  one  teacher  to  handle 
to  the  best  advantage.  In  order  to  help  solve  this  problem,  we  have 
placed  an  additional  or  special  teacher  in  one  of  the  buildings.  She 
devotes  her  entire  time  to  helping  the  slower  pupils  in  the  larger 
schools  of  that  building.  The  results  have  been  more  than  we  expected. 
We  trust  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  a  special  teacher  may 
be  placed  in  each  building  for  this  kind  of  work. 

In  1903,  we  organized  a  consolidated  grammar  school  with  de- 
partmental teaching  in  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades.  The  school 
grew  from  year  to  year  until  conditions  got  very  much  crowded.  Last 
year,  we  divided  the  school,  placing  all  seventh  grade  pupils  in  one 
building  with  three  teachers  doing  departmental  work,  and  all  of 
the  eighth  grade  pupils  in  another  building  with  three  teachers  doing 
departmental  teaching.  This  arrangement  seemed  a  big  improvement, 
pupils  liking  it  better,  teachers  finding  their  work  more  satisfactory, 
and  a  healthier  school  atmosphere  prevailing. 

Our  new  high  school  building  was  completed  and  occupied  during 
the  year.  The  building  is  218  feet  long  and  60  feet  wide,  built  of 
tapestry  brick  and  unilaterally  lighted  throughout.  The  ground  floor 
contains  rooms  for  domestic  science,  including  laundry,  cooking  and 
dining  room ;  wood  shop,  mill  room,  forge  room,  machine  room,  sheet 
metal  room,  supply  rooms,  rest  room,  toilets  and  the  heating  and 
ventilating  system.  On  the  second  floor  are  seven  class  rooms,  commer- 
cial rooms,  science  room  with  physical  and  chemical  laboratories  ad- 
joining, cloak  room  and  offices.  The  second  floor  contains  a  study  hall 
60  feet  by  80  feet,  a  library,  sewing  room,  two  drawing  rooms  and 
four  class  rooms.  The  building  stands  on  the  center  of  a  four-acre  lot 
and  was  constructed  with  a  view  of  adding  wings  at  either  end  and 
extending  an  auditorium  and  a  gymnasium  from  the  center  making 
and  E  shaped  building  when  completed,  should  the  needs  of  the  town 
ever  demand  such  enlargement.    Under  the  direction  of  a  special  com- 
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inittee  possessing  the  esthetic  faculty,  the  grounds  have  been  graded 
and  planted  with  more  than  two  hundred  trees,  shrubs  and  evergreens. 
The  completion  of  this  building  made  possible  a  decided  change  in 
our  course  of  study,  modernizing  the  curriculum  and  enabling  the 
school  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  individual  pupils  much  more  fully  than 
we  were  able  to  do  in  the  past.  Five  separate  courses  are  now 
offered:  one  leading  to  college,  one  to  a  general  academic  education, 
one  to  the  shop  and  trades,  one  to  the  office  and  business  and  one  to 
the  home  and  its  problems. 

After  an  illness  of  less  than  a  week,  Miss  Laura  A.  Ziegler,  for 
thirty-two  years  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  Carlisle,  departed 
this  life  April  15,  1915.  During  her  long  service  in  the  cause  of 
public  education,  she  was  at  all  times  faithful,  earnest,  and  efficient, 
Her  enthusiasm,  her  noble  womanhood,  and  her  strong  Christian  char- 
acter were  an  inspiration  to  all  with  whom  she  came  in  contact. 

Our  thanks  are  due  to  the  department  for  the  kindly  courtesies 
and  valuable  assistance  rendered  us  in  equipping  our  new  building 
and  re-organizing  our  course  of  study. 


CARNEGIE— Thomas  J.  George. 


The  past  school  year  in  Carnegie  has  been  an  exceptionally  busy 
one.  Teachers  in  most  cases  were  active  and  efficient,  the  children 
loyal  and  studious,  attendance  excellent — the  high  average  of  95 
per  cent,  being  attained — and  parents  generally  working  in  entire 
sympathy  with  the  school  management. 

In  our  high  school  splendid  chemical  and  physical  laboratories 
were  installed,  which  added  fresh  interest  to  the  work  of  the  students 
in  the  science  department.  An  appropriately  equipped  gymnasium 
was  opened  which  greatly  enthused  the  large  body  of  students  athleti- 
cally inclined.  The  contest  between  the  Potter  and  Philo-Literary 
Societies  created  considerable  spirit  and  enthusiasm,  and  resulted 
in  much  genuine  good.  The  first  year  of  our  four-year  course  exceeded 
all  expectations  in  actual  work  accomplished  and  benefits  derived, 
and  eight  students  who  had  completed  the  three-year  course  in  1914 
took  advantage  of  the  fourth  year,  and  were  graduated  in  June. 

The  grade  schools  were  also  active  in  literary  work,  and  three  enter- 
taining programs  were  given  to  packed  houses  in  the  Carnegie  Music 
Hall.    These  entertainments  were  given  by  grades,  the  first,  fifth,  and 
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sixth  grade  each  presenting  its  own  program.  This  was  a  new  feature 
in  our  school  curriculum,  and  created  considerable  rivalry  among  the 
students  as  well  as  intensifying  the  interest  of  the  patrons.  The 
school  board  of  Carnegie  advises  that  ten  cents  be  the  maximum 
charge  of  admission  to  any  of  the  school  activities;  yet  with  this 
small  charge,  the  school  fund  was  credited  with  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  from  these  entertainments,  after  all  expenses  were  paid. 

Several  conditions  acted  as  handicaps  to  the  progress  of  our  school 
during  the  past  year.  Quite  a  number  of  our  teachers  were  sick 
and  absent  from  duty,  some  for  several  weeks,  one  for  two  or  more 
months,  while  two  of  our  strongest  teachers  were  compelled  to  give 
up  their  teaching  at  the  holiday  season  for  the  remainder  of  the 
school  year.  It  is  hard  to  find  good  teachers  at  any  time,  but  it  is 
especially  difficult  to  do  so  at  this  season  of  the  year. 

Another  condition  that  seriously  handicapped  the  work  of  the 
school  was  the  overcrowded  condition  of  many  of  the  rooms.  A 
large  number  of  rooms  had  considerably  over  fifty  children  enrolled. 
The  school  enrollment  for  the  year  comprised  over  1,700  children,  of 
whom  1G0  were  in  the  high  school,  135  in  the  grammar  grades,  535 
in  the  first  ward  school,  and  881  in  the  second,  constituting  an 
average  per  room  of  about  45  for  the  first  ward,  and  51  for  the  second 
ward.  We  are  to  be  congratulated,  however,  that  this  congestion  will 
be  materially  relieved  by  the  opening  of  six  rooms  in  a  new  building, 
which  we  hope  will  be  completed  by  the  opening  of  the  school  in 
September. 

Another  drawback  which  worked  against  the  attainment  of  a 
maximum  degree  of  efficiency  was  the  large  number  of  children  de- 
fective in  one  or  more  respects.  Out  of  a  total  of  1,528  pupils  ex- 
amined, 732,  or  48  per  cent,  were  defective.  Parents  are  slow  to  care 
for  their  children  even  when  informed  by  a  reputable  physician  that 
they  have  defective  vision,  defective  hearing,  enlarged  tonsils,  ade- 
noids, or  are  mouth-breathers.  I  should  gladly  welcome  the  power 
to  compel  careless  and  indifferent  parents  to  see  that  such  children 
are  properly  treated. 

During  the  year  the  compulsory  attendance  law  was  strictly  en- 
forced, and  in  spite  of  the  various  child  diseases  that  were  epidemic, 
the  average  attendance  was  high. 

Finally:  While  we  are  not  entirely  satisfied  with  the  results  ob- 
tained, we  are  greatly  encouraged,  and  beg  to  extend  our  thanks  to  the 
splendid  corps  of  loyal  teachers,  for  the  wise  co-operation  of  the 
school  directors,  to  a  fair  and  generous  local  press  for  disseminating 
school  news,  to  the  people  of  Carnegie  for  their  loyalty  to  the  school 
management,  and  to  an  encouraging  and  helpful  State  Department. 
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CHAMBERSBURG— A.  B.  Hess. 


The  school  term  for  1914-1915  closed  with  a  total  enrollment  of 
2,303  pupils;  boys  1,116,  girls  1,187.  Of  this  number  401  were  in 
the  junior  high  school,  and  287  in  the  senior  high  school.  The  number 
of  tuition  pupils  from  other  districts  included  11  in  the  grades  and 
52  in  the  high  school.  The  number  of  teachers  employed  was  50, 
making  an  average  of  28.7  per  high  school  teacher;  44.5  per  teacher 
in  the  junior  high  school  and  52  per  teacher  in  the  grades. 

Attendance. 

The  attendance  throughout  the  year  has  been  exceptionally  good 
considering  the  number  of  cases  of  contagious  and  infectious  diseases. 
The  principal  of  each  building  reported  the  absentees  daily  and  the 
truant  officer  was  present  to  look  up  the  absent  pupils  twenty  minutes 
after  their  absence  was  reported.  By  this  method  the  attendance 
law  was  rigidly  enforced  and  truancy  reduced  to  the  minimum.  The 
truant  officer  and  his  assistants  did  much  systematic  work  and  deserve 
much  commendation. 

Medical  Inspection. 

The  prevalence  of  children's  diseases — mumps,  measles,  chicken-pox 
whooping  cough,  etc.,  affected  the  attendance  in  the  primary  grades, 
but  diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever  made  some  attacks  upon  the  older 
children.  With  the  aid  of  a  determined  health  officer  assisted  by  an 
up-to-date  board  of  health  the  dread  diseases  were  stamped  out  and 
our  children  freed  for  the  remainder  of  the  term. 

It  is  to  be  much  regretted  that  no  health  or  medical  inspector  was 
employed  by  the  district  during  the  past  term.  The  number  of  chil- 
dren with  defective  hearing,  impaired  vision,  adenoids,  or  similar 
physical  weaknesses  might  have  been  largely  reduced  and  these  chil- 
dren given  their  just  right  to  claim  a  sounder  physical  organism.  In 
connection  with  a  somewhat  systematic  study  made  by  the  teachers 
the  medical  inspector  could  have  been  of  great  assistance. 

Junior  High  School. 

The  organization  of  the  junior  high  school  was  effected  at  the 
opening  of  the  schools  in  September.  Heretofore  the  seventh,  eighth 
and  ninth  grades  were  housed  in  several  buildings  and  departmental 
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work  was  impossible.  The  year's  work  has  been  a  pronounced  success. 
This  concentration  of  grammar  grades  brought  many  advantages 
heretofore  denied  the  children.  Among  these  distinct  advantages 
we  report  the  following: 

The  student  enters  the  departmental  work  two  years  before  he  is 
permitted  to  drop  out  and  go  to  work.  Thus  he  gets  into  the  bigger 
central  system  before  he  is  or  becomes  discouraged.  Why  does  he 
want  to  drop  out?  Very  often  because  his  individuality  has  been  lost 
sight  of  in  the  headlong  attempt  to  make  them  alike  or  cater  to  the 
"average  child."  There  is  no  average  child — all  are  individuals.  He 
is  unique  in  himself.  He  has  a  right  to  have  his  individual  needs 
supplied,  that  he  is  fitted  to  take  his  place  in  society  and  perform 
his  part  of  the  world's  work.  The  public  schools  are  maintained  at 
public  expense,  and  it  is  imperative,  therefore,  that  the  schools 
return  him  to  the  public  well  prepared  for  individual  and  social 
efficiency.    The  real  test  is  individual  efficiency. 

It  offers  opportunity  to  specialize  by  selecting  such  course  as  will 
best  prepare  him  for  his  future  life  work.  By  the  assistance  of  a 
vocational  advisor,  the  co-operation  of  the  parents,  and  his  individual- 
ity, his  course  may  be  chosen  with  reasonable  assurance  of  success. 

Pupils  are  promoted  by  suject  rather  than  by  grades,  thus  allowing 
more  time  for  subjects  especially  difficult  for  him  and  not  retarding 
his  progress  in  others. 

The  secondary  educational  ideals  are  set  before  the  pupil  much 
earlier  in  his  adolescent  life  and  thus  help  to  fill  the  gap  between  the 
grades  and  the  high  school  proper,  where  heretofore  many  were  lost 
in  the  abrupt  transition. 

It  gives  the  boys  a  very  much  more  valuable  preparation  for  practi- 
cal life  than  is  possible  when  no  consideration  is  given  to  marked 
difference  in  tastes  and  capacities. 

It  is  possible  to  give  the  teachers  employed  the  subjects  in  which 
they  have  special  aptitude  and  training — specialists  for  each  subject. 
As  far  as  has  been  possible  this  was  done  during  the  past  year. 

First  Things  First. 

Throughout  the  grades  much  attention  has  been  given  to  the  sub- 
jects deemed  essential,  Reading  was  emphasized  especially.  It  is 
the  basis  of  all  school  work.  Intelligent,  expressive  reading  is  highly 
important  and  the  work  done  by  the  primary  teachers  of  our  schools 
in  laying  a  substantial  foundation  deserves  especial  mention  in  this 
report.  No  substantial  building  can  long  endure  without  a  solid 
foundation.  So  with  a  child's  education  if  he  cannot  acquire  the 
ability  to  get  the  thought  from  the  printed  page  quickly,  intelligently, 
and  accurately.  The  superintendent  has  heard  every  grade-child 
read  with  the  hope  of  stimulating  both  teacher  and  pupil. 
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Language  and  composition  received  decided  emphasis  and  marked 
improvement  was  observed.  Number  work  in  the  primary  grades  was 
stimulated ;  arithmetic  made  practical  and  spelling  emphasized  in  all 
written  work.    Penmanship  received  more  than  average  attention. 

Busy  work,  construction  work — mind  training  through  hand  train- 
ing— was  introduced  in  the  lower  grades.  It  has  proven  a  distinct 
help  to  both  teacher  and  pupil. 

Sewing. 

The  sewing  work  was  conducted  by  the  civic  club.  The  classes 
meeting  every  Saturday  afternoon  and  were  carefully  graded.  The 
work  done  was  brought  together  at  the  close  of  the  term  and  the 
general  display  merited  very  favorable  commendation.  The  com- 
mittee from  the  Civic  Club  was  active  and  faithful  and  deserves  our 
especial  mention  for  work  well  done.  It  is  the  plan  of  the  board  to 
open  a  department  of  household  arts  and  in  time  to  extend  the  work 
of  sewing  into  the  grades  as  low  as  the  fifth.  Until  that  time  we 
trust  our  faithful  friends  and  co-workers  will  continue  the  sewing 
school. 

Night  School. 

The  chamber  of  commerce  through  its  educational  committee  very 
enthusiastically  organized  a  night  school.  The  enrollment  was  over 
one  hundred  with  an  average  attendance  of  seventy-four.  Three 
courses  were  offered:  Commercial,  a  general  course  in  the  common 
branches,  and  a  civil  service  course.  The  student  body  was  eager  to 
grasp  the  opportunity  and  profoundly  grateful  for  the  assistance 
of  the  chamber  of  commerce. 

Humane  Education. 
Section  1610  of  the  Code  provides  for  instruction  in  humane  edu- 
cation. We  are  glad  to  report  that  this  requirement  was  more  than 
fulfilled.  Addresses  were  made  in  the  various  schools,  the  Civic 
Club  was  active  and  its  committee  with  the  assistance  of  interested 
teachers  succeeded  in  getting  much  interest  in  the  protection  of  birds. 
The  "Bird  Box  Day"  was  unique  and  over  two  hundred  fifty  bird  boxes 
were  on  exhibit.  Bands  of  Mercy  were  formed  in  each  building  and 
"Our  Dumb  Animals"  read  by  hundred  of  children.  Surely  teachers, 
Civic  Club,  members,  and  children — all  co-operating — accomplished 
much  in  humane  education. 

Parent-Teachers'  Associations. 
Parent-Teachers  Associations  were  organized  in  all  the  school  build- 
ings of  the  district.     The  enrollment  was  741  and  the  collections 
from  dues,  socials,  entertainments  and  thimble  bees  amounted  to  near- 
ly six  hundred  dollars. 
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A  graphanola  will  be  placed  in  the  Franklin  building.  The  grounds 
improved  with  flowers  and  play-ground  apparatus,  and  electric  lights 
were  installed  by  the  association.  The  total  receipts  of  this  associa- 
tion have  been  two  hundred  dollars. 

A  victrola  with  many  records  has  been  placed  in  the  Stevens  build- 
ing.   From  the  social  over  one  hundred  dollars  were  realized. 

The  Broad  Street  Association  held  a  Parcel  Post  sale  and  from  the 
proceeds  purchased  a  victrola  with  some  records.  Some  fine  pictures 
were  placed  on  the  walls  and  "A  Happy  Family"  has  extended  its 
influence  into   many  a   home. 

The  King  Street  Association  held  a  special  Bird  and  Arbor  Day 
exercise,  planted  trees,  vines,  etc.  The  association  plans  the  erection 
of  bicycle  sheds.  Much  interest  has  been  created  in  the  neat  and 
sanitary  condition  of  the  building. 

The  Washington  Street  Association  has  a  membership  of  76  and 
has  brought  much  assistance  to  the  teachers,  celebrated  Arbor  Day 
and  planted  vines,  trees,  seeds,  and  placed  bird  boxes. 

All  the  associations  held  monthly  meetings  at  which  prominent 
speakers  delivered  instructive  addresses.  The  aim  of  the  associations 
is  to  bring  the  parent  and  teacher  into  a  closer  relation  and  better 
understanding  of  the  needs  of  the  child.  A  plain,  straight  forward, 
heart-to-heart  talk  with  the  parent  will  repay  manyfold  in  settling 
difficulties,  in  increasing  interest,  and  in  securing  a  higher  efficiency. 

New  Building. 

The  Thaddeus  Stevens  school  building  was  completed  in  November, 
1914.  It  is  a  splendid  ten-room  building  with  two  good  ground  floor 
rooms  for  industrial  work.  The  building  is  modern  throughout, 
direct-indirect  system  of  heating,  fan  ventilation,  and  sanitary  drink- 
ing fountains  in  each  room.  The  building  was  badly  needed  and  is 
much  appreciated  by  the  south  end  patrons. 

Helpful  Agencies. 

It  can  truly  be  said  to  the  credit  of  Chambersburg  that  many  agen- 
cies are  at  work  for  the  betterment  of  our  children — the  newspapers 
are  elert  in  disseminating  wholesome  food  for  thought,  the  Civic  Club, 
the  Play  Ground  Association,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Chau- 
tauqua Association,  the  Boys  Scout  Movement  and  the  Camp  Fire 
Girls,  the  co-operation  of  all  our  churches  and  the  earnest,  active, 
progressive  school  board — all  these  are  helping  tremendously  to  halve 
the  burdens  and  double  the  blessings  of  the  home  and  school  life  of 
our  children. 
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Death  of  I.  James  Schaff. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  by  the  board: 

"Whereas  it  has  pleased  an  All- Wise  Providence  to  remove  from 
our  midst  the  president  of  the  board,  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  in  the  death  of  I.  James  Schaff,  president  of 
the  school  board  of  the  Chambersburg  school  district,  the  community 
has  lost  an  upright  citizen,  the  board  a  valuable  member,  and  the 
teachers  and  children  a  friend. 

RESOLVED  further,  That  our  sympathy  be  extended  to  the  be- 
reaved daughter  in  her  loss  of  a  loving  and  companionable  father; 
and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  these  resolutions  be  spread  upon  the  minutes  of 
the  board,  be  published  in  each  of  the  local  papers,  and  a  copy  be 
sent  to  the  only  daughter  and  a  member  of  our  teaching  force." 


CHARLEROl— Thomas  L.  Pollock. 


At  the  close  of  the  year,  I  find  the  schools  of  our  district  in  a 
prosperous  and  healthy  condition.  We  had  ideal  conditions  to  work 
under  throughout  the  year.  Sufficient  rooms,  teachers  and  equip- 
ment were  furnished  by  the  directors  and  every  effort  was  advanced 
to  make  the  year  a  successful  one.  Not  even  sickness  marred  the 
progress. 

Special  effort  was  made  to  place  stress  on  the  subjects  of  arith- 
metic, English,  spelling,  writing  and  reading.  No  time  was  spared 
to  supervise  the  work  in  these  subjects  closely. 

The  teaching  force  is  composed  of  forty-one  grade  teachers,  one 
music  supervisor,  one  supervisor  of  writing  and  drawing,  thirteen 
high  school  teachers,  one  manual  training  and  one  domestic  science 
teacher.  Of  the  fifty-six  teachers,  only  five  held  provisional  and 
professional  certificates.  The  others  are  products  of  colleges  and 
normal  schools  and  hold  State  papers  for  teaching.  A  number  of 
these  teachers  are  attending  summer  sessions  at  different  schools  in 
the  State;  others  have  planned  a  trip  to  the  Panama  Exposition. 
We  believe  that  our  teaching  force  is  a  real  live  one. 

As  a  result  of  our  efficient  salary  schedule  every  teacher  has  been 
advanced  in  pay  within  the  last  year  and  as  a  result  of  this,  con- 
tentment exists  among  us.  Tn  fact,  the  salary  of  every  employee  in 
the  system  has  been  advanced  under  the  present  regime. 
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The  teachers'  meetings  during  the  term  were  interesting  and 
profitable.  The  addresses  delivered  by  different  members  of  the 
faculty  of  the  School  of  Education  of  the  University  of  Pittsburgh, 
were  features  of  these  meetings  worthy  of  special  mention. 

Crowded  rooms  have  been  one  of  our  problems  in  the  past.  I  am 
pleased  to  report  that  extra  teachers  have  been  employed  and  this 
unsatisfactory  condition  changed  to  an  ideal  one.  As  a  result  of 
this  we  are  securing  better  results  and  the  health  of  our  teachers 
has  been  remarkable. 

The  pupils  and  teachers  of  each  school  were  required  to  prepare 
one  entertainment  to  secure  funds  to  purchase  victrolas  and  records. 
Consequently  each  building  is  furnished  with  a  victrola  and  a  large 
number  of  good  records.  We  find  these  are  a  wonderful  asset,  and 
the  children  appreciate  them  greatly. 

The  community  interest  has  been  all  that  conld  be  expected.  The 
co-operation  and  support  have  been  fine.  During  the  last  few 
months  a  Child's  Welfare  Association  has  been  formed  and  has 
commenced  active  work.  The  Board  of  Education  and  the  Welfare 
Association  working  in  conjunction  have  carried  on  successfully 
the  playground  and  school  garden  movements.  One  special  teacher 
for  each  movement  has  been  employed  during  the  summer. 

Home  economics,  manual  training  and  mechanical  drawing  have 
been  introduced  into  our  schools.  During  the  year  one  hundred  and 
eighty-three  girls  and  one  hundred  forty-three  boys  were  benefited 
by  this  work  which  was  managed  by  two  special  teachers  for  these 
departments.  The  results  secured  were  a  revelation  to  the  com- 
munity. 

Mid-year  promotions  were  inaugurated  into  the  high  school  for 
the  first  time,  although  they  have  existed  in  the  grades  for  several 
years. 

The  short  commercial  course  introduced  last  year  is  in  a  progres- 
sive condition  and  is  meeting  a  need  in  this  community  which  we 
have  never  been  able  to  meet  prior  to  this  time.  Forty  pupils  finished 
this  work  in  June  and  a  large  percentage  have  secured  good  posi- 
tions. This  course  has  been  responsible  for  keeping  a  great  num- 
ber in  school  who  would  not  have  remained  had  this  course  not 
existed. 

The  business  men  of  the  town  sent  work  to  the  school  for  our 
commercial  pupils  to  do.  We  also  sent  these  pupils  to  different 
business  offices  to  work.  By  this  plan  we  hope  to  bring  the  schools 
into  closer  relationship  with  the  business  world. 

We  have  discovered  that  one  of  the  big  problems  of  the  high 
school  is  the  social  problem.  Therefore,  we  are  attempting  to  make 
our  high  school  a  social  center.  Several  very  enjoyable  functions 
were  held  in  the  auditorium  and  gymnasium  during  the  year.    We 
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were  aided  in  our  social  work  by  basketball  games  and  other 
athletic  work  which  have  been  so  well  supported  and  organized  by 
our  efficient  board  of  directors. 

We  feel  that  the  quality  of  the  music  work  which  is  under  the 
supervision  of  T.  T.  Daniel  merits  special  mention.  As  a  result  of 
his  earnest  efforts  we  have  several  choruses,  a  male  quartet  and  an 
orchestra  of  twelve  members  who  furnish  the  music  for  all  school 
functions. 

Although  we  just  entered  our  new  high  school  building  a  little 
more  than  one  year  ago,  we  find  ourselves  without  sufficient  room 
for  the  coming  term.  This  is  due  partly  to  the  large  number  of 
non-resident  pupils  who  find  Charleroi  the  most  convenient  place 
to  attend  school.  More  than  one  hundred  non-resident  pupils  at- 
tended our  high  school  last  year. 

Since  the  board  considers  it  wise  to  care  for  these  pupils,  they 
have  planned  for  an  addition  of  six  rooms  to  our  new  building. 
They  have  also  made  arrangement  to  establish  a  good  library  and 
to  equip  the  science  laboratory  thoroughly.  The  work  on  this  addi- 
tion will  not  be  commenced  until  school  closes  next  spring. 

The  Board  of  Education  consists  of  members  who  are  active  and 
always  alert  to  all  educational  activities.  Their  support  and  co- 
operation have  been  excellent.  They  do  not  hesitate  to  advance 
when  they  are  once  convinced  that  the  schools  demand  improve- 
ments. The  Board  has  worked  faithfully  and  while  they  realize 
that  there  are  many  changes  to  be  made  in  the  schools,  they  believe 
that  they  have  advanced  as  rapidly  as  their  circumstances  have  per- 
mitted. 


CHELTENHAM  TOWNSHIP  (Montgomery  County)— O.  W.  Acker- 
man. 


Since  the  last  report,  we  have  been  able  to  collect  data  concerning 
our  schools  with  a  greater  degree  of  care.  Our  first  report  could  not 
be  accurate  to  any  degree  since  we  were  not  able  to  report  for  the 
year's  work.  We  feel,  however,  that  the  progress  our  district  has  made 
this  year  can  be  discussed  with  more  frankness  than  the  progress  last 
year. 

In  order  to  interest  our  patrons  in  the  work  of  their  children  in  the 
elementary  schools  and  to  give  those  parents  who  were  not  able  to 
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visit  the  later  complete  exhibition,  we  inaugurated  a  plan  whereby, 
previous  to  the  final  exhibit  of  our  schools,  productions  which  included 
woodwork,  basketry,  needlework,  canned  products,  drawing  exhibits, 
freehand  and  mechanical,  were  exhibited  in  the  different  elementary 
school  buildings  of  the  district.  These,  in  all  but  one  building,  at- 
tracted large  number  of  patrons  and  friends  who  expressed  themselves 
as  highly  pleased  with  the  work  and  plan.  The  final  exhibit  which 
was  held  in  the  high  school  was  the  largest,  most  complete  and  most 
satisfactory  exhibit  ever  held  in  the  township.  The  woodwork  and 
domestic  art  articles  were  pronounced  among  the  very  best  articles  ex 
hibited  by  any  school  system  in  the  State. 

During  the  year,  the  work  of  music  in  the  high  school  was  materially 
improved  by  a  number  of  excellent  recitals  given  by  the  very  best  local 
and  city  talent,  to  which  were  added  numbers  by  our  own  students. 
These  recitals  were  given  to  help  the  students  to  appreciate  the  mas- 
ter pieces  by  having  them  rendered  by  professional  readers  and  singers. 
These  programs  were  rendered  to  interested  audiences  of  patrons  and 
high  school  students.  The  main  object  has  been  stated  above,  but  no 
opportunity  was  lost  at  this  time  to  make  this  a  period  in  which  teach- 
ers could  become  better  acquainted  with  the  patrons.  Invitations 
were  sent  out  to  the  patrons  and  printed  programs  were  used  so  that 
all  might  be  done  to  give  the  proper  effect  in  the  training  of  our 
students. 

Many  of  our  teachers  have  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunities 
offered  at  Temple  University  and  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. 
These  institutions  have  given  us  excellent  opportunities  in  the  way  of 
forming  classes  in  order  to  secure  credits  toward  a  degree.  It  is  our 
pleasure  to  announce,  in  this  connection,  that  work  will  be  given  to 
our  teachers  in  our  own  high  school  building  this  coming  school  year 
by  one  of  their  instructors  so  that  the  teachers  need  not  go  out  of 
the  district  in  order  to  receive  professional  training.  Already,  one 
of  the  institutions  has  promised  to  send  one  of  its  educators  into  our 
district  to  establish  a  class  in  the  manual  arts. 

Our  Board  of  Directors  must  be  complimented  on  the  announce- 
ment that  the  supervisors  who  served  formally  as  teachers  only,  have 
now  been  given  their  duties  as  supervisors  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the 
word.  Supervision,  under  competent  supervisors,  must  certainly  in- 
crease the  efficiency  of  our  system.  We  should  like  to  say  that  this 
is  one  of  the  most  beneficial  movements  we  are  able  to  announce  in 
this  article  for  the  improvement  of  our  present  school  system.  Cer- 
tainly the  work  of  the  special  departments  in  our  district  must  be 
greatly  enhanced  by  this  departure. 

Another  movement  which  we  think  is  worthy  of  recognition,  and 
one  which  we  desire  t^  mention  in  this  article,  is  the  reduction  of  the 
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number  of  pupils  per  teacher  as  suggested  by  the  State  Department 
of  Public  Instruction.  Several  new  teachers  have  been  appointed  to 
reduce  the  number  of  pupils  to  about  thirty-five  per  teacher.  This 
change,  with  added  instructors  to  our  high  school  corps,  promises 
soon  to  bring  about  the  standard  of  instruction  which  has  been  our 
aim  in  this  district  for  the  past  ten  years,  a  standard  equal  to  the 
very  best.  This  movement  has  brought  about  a  desire  on  the  part  of 
some  patrons  to  see  the  six-six  plan  introduced  in  the  near  future. 
We  hope  the  six-six  plan  will  receive  proper  fostering  until  it  develops 
into  a  reality.  There  seems  to  be  no  district  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania better  adapted  to  the  introduction  of  this  plan  than  our 
own  township. 

One  new  building,  known  as  the  Thomas  Rowland  School,  has  been 
erected  and  will  be  occupied  this  fall.  This  is  a  model  building  con- 
taining all  modern  conveniences.  It  will  be  used  by  primary  pupils. 
A  large  and  attractive  playground  adjoins  the  building.  Two  rooms 
are  so  arranged  that  they  can  be  used  together  for  exercises  where 
the  whole  school  can  be  accommodated.  Our  Board  of  Directors  has 
spared  nothing  in  making  this  a  monument  to  its  name.  -The  board 
must  be  complimented  on  its  good  judgment  in  making  this  building 
so  spacious  and  pleasant. 

The  high  school  building  was  repainted  on  the  interior  this  year 
and  the  study  hall  improved  in  order  to  accommodate  the  commercial 
classes.  The  school  grew  so  rapidly  that  this  became  a  much  needed 
and  desired  change.  To-day  our  boys  and  girls  have  all  the  facilities 
that  are  offered  to  business  college  students.  Our  pupils  leave  us 
ranking  with  the  very  best  graduates  of  business  colleges. 

Considerable  enthusiasm  was  manifested  this  year  in  memorial 
services.  By  the  consent  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  memorial  services 
were  held  in  the  high  school  auditorium  on  Memorial  Day.  These 
were  attended  by  citizens  and  pupils.  After  these  exercises  were  con- 
cluded in  the  high  school,  the  G.  A.  R.,  citizens  and  pupils  formed 
into  line  and  marched  to  the  cemetery  where  flowers  were  distributed 
by  the  pupils  over  the  graves  of  the  heroes  of  '61.  Another  event 
which  promises  to  increase  the  love  of  our  country  in  the  hearts  of 
our  children  and  develop  the  right  spirit  of  patriotism,  is  the  Fourth 
of  July  celebration,  which  is  mentioned  here  because  of  the  part  taken 
by  the  pupils  of  the  district.  The  pupils  of  several  grammar  schools 
built  floats,  or  equipped  floats,  which  formed  part  of  the  pageant. 
These  were  designed  to  correspond  to  some  event  that  gave  interest  to 
the  day.  Judges  awarded  prizes  to  the  schools  that  had  the  most  ap- 
propriate floats  in  the  pageant.  Teachers  and  pupils  alike  were  very 
much  interested  in  equipping  their  respective  floats.  About  500 
pupils  took  part  in  the  parade.  The  pupils  of  the  district  on  a  sub- 
sequent Saturday  were  invited  to  come  to  the  athletic  field  of  the 
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high  school  to  take  part  in  all  kinds  of  sport.  Our  citizens  seems  to 
have  caught  the  inspiration  to  make  our  schools  the  hest  and  our 
children  the  happiest  while  doing  their  work  in  the  schools. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  its 
many  helpful  suggestions  during  the  past  year. 


CHESTER— J.  Lin-wood  Eisenberg. 


The  school  year  of  1914-15  has  been  marked  by  uniform  growth  and 
achievement. 

Professional  Growth  of  Teachers. 

The  teachers  have  been  interested  in  their  own  professional  im- 
provement. Courses  of  study  have  been  taken  at  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  Drexel,  Temple  and  the  Industrial  Art  School.  In 
addition  eighty-one  of  our  teachers  voluntarily  were  interested  in  a 
course  on  methods  offered  by  the  superintendent.  The  interest  in 
this  course  was  a  source  of  great  satisfaction.  During  the  next  year 
a  similar  course  in  child  study  will  be  offered. 

Teachers'  Institute  was  held  at  three  periods  throughout  the  year. 
In  this  way  the  cumulative  effect  of  a  week's  institute  was  obtained 
without  the  weariness,  and  the  inspiration  was  distributed  through- 
out the  year. 

Our  teachers  are  realizing  more  and  more  that  teaching  is  a  prob- 
lem which  needs  careful  study  from  day  to  day.  Special  lectures 
were  given  throughout  the  year.  All  of  the  teachers  meet  for  con- 
ference once  per  month.  In  addition  grade  conferences  are  held  and 
conferences  on  special  subjects  such  as  English,  drawing,  music,  etc. 

Special  Activities. 

Summer  schools  were  established  for  five  weeks  in  four  sections  of 
the  city  for  pupils  of  grades  five  to  eight.  As  a  result  140  pupils 
were  promoted  to  the  next  grade.  Of  this  number  all  but  three  made 
good.  Six  teachers  were  employed.  The  school  day  was  from  8 
A.  M.  to  12  N. 

Evening  schools  were  established  for  pupils  leading  to  the  commer- 
cial course  and  in  domestic  science.  In  the  commercial  course  242 
pupils  were  enrolled.     There  were  46  girls  enrolled  in  domestic  sci- 
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ence.  The  total  cost  to  the  district  was  $1,034.88.  The  school  was 
open  96  evenings  from  7.30  to  9.30.  Classes  for  foreigners  were  con- 
ducted by  the  Young  Men's  Club  in  the  Larkin  and  Dewey  Schools. 

In  the  spring  of  1915  arrangement  was  made  to  have  school  gardens 
opened  for  interested  pupils.  About  400  pupils  are  cultivating  gar- 
dens during  this  summer. 

The  parent-teacher  organizations  are  helping  to  create  an  interest 
in  the  schools.  There  are  eight  organizations  including  all  of  the 
larger  schools. 

On  December  8th  to  10th  special  visiting  days  were  held  for  pa- 
trons to  see  the  schools  in  regular  working  condition.  In  spite  of 
unfavorable  weather  beyond  all  expectation  there  were  1,700  visits 
made  during  the  three  days.    The  results  were  uniformly  good. 

The  system  of  medical  inspection  has  been  completely  reorganized. 
Each  child  will  be  examined  at  least  once  a  year.  The  parent  will  be 
advised  as  to  the  child's  defects  and  all  cases  will  be  followed  up  by 
the  teacher  as  far  as  possible. 

Administration. 

The  greatest  difficulty  in  enforcing  the  compulsory  attendance  law 
during  the  year  was  the  lack  of  proper  shoes.  Over  400  pairs  of 
shoes  were  provided  for  needy  cases.  On  the  whole  the  attendance 
was  fair.  Pupils  and  parents  need  to  realize  that  attending  school 
is  the  business  of  the  child  just  as  working  at  his  trade  is  the  busi- 
ness of  the  father. 

The  following  is  the  average  number  of  pupils  per  teacher:  high 
school  26.5,  grade  schools  (white)  34.4,  grade  schools  (colored)  32.5. 

A  study  of  retardation  in  grades  one  to  eight  was  made  as  of  June 
1st,  1915,  with  the  following  result: 

Number  of  pupils,  4,702;  accelerated  one  year,  61;  normal  age, 
1,364;  retarded,  one  year,  1,400;  retarded,  two  years,  967;  retarded, 
three  years,  537;  retarded,  four  years,  272;  retarded,  five  years,  82; 
retarded,  six  years,  15;  retarded,  seven  years,  3;  retarded,  eight 
years,  1. 

This  problem  will  be  attached  with  vigor  during  the  following 
year. 

A  special  manual  training  class  for  average  pupils  was  organized 
in  October,  1914.    It  was  a  success  in  every  way. 

A  complete  card  system  has  been  established  for  grades  and  high 
schools. 

Needs  for  the  Coming  Year. 

Better  salaries  for  teachers  in  both  high  school  and  grade  schools. 
Establishment   of   continuation    schools,    about   500    children   be- 
tween 14  and  16  are  employed. 
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Modification  of  course  of  study  in  fourth,  fifth  and  sixth  grades 
to  meet  the  real  needs  of  pupils  who  will  have  to  continue  in  school 
because  of  the  new  child  labor  law. 

A  study  of  methods  of  teaching  especially  in  arithmetic  and  lan- 
guage. 


COAL  TOWNSHIP  (Northumberland  County)— P.  Frank  Brennan. 


It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  report  that  our  schools  have  closed 
a  most  prosperous  year's  work,  all  the  educational  forces  of  the  dis- 
trict have  worked  in  harmony,  and  the  results  have  been  very  sat- 
isfactory. Our  School  Board  has  been  earnest  and  progressive  in 
the  administration  of  school  affairs,  and  all  that  has  been  during 
the  year  has  been  done  thoroughly  and  in  a  business-like  way. 

Our  teachers,  as  a  rule,  are  conscientious  in  the  discharge  of  their 
arduous  labors,  and  are  anxious  to  learn  and  willing  to  do.  They 
have  proven  themselves  capable,  energetic  and  faithful. 

Our  annual  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  in  the  high  school  audi- 
torium with  every  teacher  enrolled.  It  was  a  decided  success  both 
in  attendance  and  in  the  interest  manifested  by  the  teachers.  This 
year  we  made  a  departure  from  the  usual  method  of  a  week's  con- 
tinuous sessions.  We  held  our  institute  at  intervals  and  are  fully 
convinced  that  we  made  no  mistakes.  The  teachers  expressed  them- 
selves in  unison  as  highly  pleased  with  the  idea  as  they  were  re- 
lieved of  the  constant  strain  of  ten  successive  sessions.  The  fol- 
lowing able  instructors  were  present:  Dr.  Henry  T.  Colestock,  of 
Bucknell  University;  Superintendent  C.  F.  Hoban,  of  Dunmore; 
Charles  H.  Albert,  of  Bloomsbnrg  State  Normal  School,  and  Miss 
Lucinda  Mackenzie,  of  Temple  University,  Philadelphia. 

The  fifteenth  annual  commencement  of  the  high  school  was  held 
in  the  Grand  Opera  House  where  a  class  of  eleven  young  ladies,  and 
eleven  young  gentlemen  was  graduated.  The  program  was  an  ideal 
one  and  fully  measured  up  to  the  expectations  of  the  large  and 
appreciative  audience  who  applauded  to  the  echo.  Dr.  Byron  King, 
of  the  Pittsburgh  School  of  Oratory,  delivered  the  commencement 
oration.  It  was  a  masterly  effort  and  brimful  of  good  advice  to  the 
graduating  class. 

Evening  schools  were  opened  during  the  winter  months  in  various 
parts  of  the  district.    A  large  number  of  boys  and  young  men  availed 
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themselves  of  this  excellent  opportunity  to  advance  along  educa- 
tional lines.  Evening  schools  were  also  opened  for  girls.  Part  of 
the  time  was  devoted  to  domestic  science.  Expert  seamstresses  were 
engaged  to  instruct  the  girls  in  the  art  of  practical  cutting  and  sew- 
ing. This  movement  has  met  with  gratifying  results  and  will  be  con- 
ducted along  broader  lines  the  ensuing  year. 

Patrons'  Day  was  observed  during  the  latter  part  of  May.  The 
event  is  looked  forward  to  with  increasing  interest  each  succeeding 
year.  The  kindergarten  display  was  in  striking  evidence  at  this 
time  by  reason  of  tbe  fact  that  the  teachers  in  this  grade  had  taken 
a  special  course  in  this  line  of  work  during  the  winter  under  the 
direction  of  Miss  Lucinda  Mackenzie,  a  specialist  in  kindergarten 
work.  The  teachers,  as  a  rule,  have  taken  kindly  to  this  depart- 
ment and  the  evidence  of  their  enthusiasm  was  made  manifest  in 
the  handwork  of  the  little  folks  Which  called  forth  expressions  of 
the  highest  approval  from  the  patrons. 

Medical  inspection  has  proven  a  valuable  movement.  Parents 
are  taking  a  deeper  interest  in  the  physical  welfare  of  their  chil- 
dren. 

Arbor  Day  was  observed  in  the  usual  manner,  appropriate  exer- 
cises and  planting  of  trees. 

The  high  school  enrolled  112  students,  62  males  and  50  females. 
Owing  to  the  increased  enrollment,  the  Board  of  Education  is  con- 
templating enlarging  the  high  school  building.  The  superintendent 
desires  to  express  his  appreciation  of  the  cordial  support  of  the 
Board  of  Education,  of  the  principals  and  teachers,  and  the  con- 
tinued confidence  of  parents  and  friends,  and  the  kindness  and 
courtesy  of  the  Department  of  Education. 


COATESVILLE— W.  F.  Gordon. 


Notwithstanding  adverse  circumstances,  owing  to  the  overcrowded 
condition  of  many  of  our  schools,  some  of  which  we  were  obliged  to 
run  on  half  time,  we  may  look  back  upon  the  year  that  has  just 
closed  as  one  of  at  least  fair  success.  Our  teachers,  with  very  few 
exceptions,  were  faithful  in  their  efforts  to  advance  their  pupils  and 
to  have  them  well  prepared  to  take  up  the  work  of  the  next  grade 
next  term.  That  they  were  successful  in  their  efforts  was  evidenced 
by  the  high  percentage  of  promotions  we  were  enabled  to  make  at 
the  close  of  the  term. 
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There  were  enrolled  in  all  of  our  schools  during  the  year  2,318, 
of  which  294  were  enrolled  in  the  high  school.  The  average  per 
cent,  of  attendance  for  all  of  our  schools  for  the  year  was  95,  while 
that  for  the  high  school  was  96.  The  enrollment  during  the  year 
shows  an  increase  of  about  200  over  that  of  the  preceding  year,  while 
the  enrollment  at  the  close  of  the  last  month  was  215  in  excess 
of  that  for  the  corresponding  month  of  the  preceding  term. 

The  annual  high  school  commencement  exercises  were  held  in  the 
Coatesville  Opera  House  on  the  evening  of  May  27,  1915.  In  the 
presence  of  an  assemblage  of  about  800  relatives  and  friends,  a  class 
of  44  young  people  received  their  well-earned  diplomas  at  the  hands 
of  the  president  of  the  Board  of  Education,  Dr.  S.  H.  Scott.  The 
address  of  the  evening  was  made  by  Rev.  Dr.  Floyd  W.  Tomkins,  of 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

For  many  years  our  town  has  been  much  in  need  of  a  commodious 
and  thoroughly  equipped  high  school  building;  but,  in  as  much  as 
the  town's  indebtedness  had  already  reached  the  limit,  beyond 
which  it  could  not  pass  without  the  consent  of  the  voters,  the  funds 
for  the  erection  of  such  a  building  were  not  available.  During  the 
summer  of  1912,  however,  our  board  decided  to  go  before  the  voters 
for  permission  to  issue  bonds  for  a  sufficient  amount  to  enable  it 
to  erect  and  equip  a  new  high  school  building.  Accordingly  the 
matter  of  a  loan  of  $150,000  came  up  for  the  decision  of  the  voters 
at  the  election  in  November  of  that  year.  Owing,  however,  to  the 
influence  and  misrepresentations  of  less  than  a  half  dozen  anti- 
progressive  citizens,  the  loan  was  overwhelmingly  defeated.  The 
matter  being  thus  positively  settled  for  the  time  being,  the  board 
decided  to  wait  patiently  for  another  and  more  favorable  oppor- 
tunity. In  the  meantime  the  pressure  for  more  room  for  our  grade 
schools  became  so  great  that  board  was  obliged  to  erect  a  new 
grade  building  which  cost  over  $50,000.  To  pay  for  this  and  its 
equipment,  it  was  necessary  to  levy  a  special  tax  at  a  rate  sufficiently 
high  to  raise  the  necessary  amount.  This  brought  the  voters  and 
the  certain  few  anti-progressives  to  their  senses;  so  that  when  the 
matter  was  again  brought  before  the  voters  last  November,  the  loan 
carried  with  an  overwhelming  majority  in  its  favor.  As  soon  as 
possible  after  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  voters,  bonds  were  is- 
sued and  the  work  of  razing  the  old  building,  to  make  room  for  the 
new  high  school  building  was  commenced.  At  the  present  time  the 
work  on  the  new  building  is  progressing,  slowly  it  is  true,  but  every- 
body is  happy  and  rejoicing  in  the  prespect  of  having  a  commodious 
and  thoroughly  modern  high  school  building,  completed  and 
equipped  ready  for  occupancy  by  September,  1916. 
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COLUMBIA— William  C.  Sampson. 


During  the  past  year  we  had  an  enrollment  of  898  males  and  878 
females,  making  a  total  enrollment  of  1,776.  The  percentage  of  at- 
tendance was  94.    Of  this  number  162  were  in  the  high  school. 

The  year  has  been  a  successful  one  in  all  departments.  A  spirit 
of  co-operation  has  existed  between  patrons  and  teachers.  The  com- 
pulsory education  law  has  been  enforced  without  any  friction  and 
prosecutions  were  not  necessary  during  the  year. 

The  crowded  conditions  of  our  high  school  could  not  be  relieved, 
but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  new  building  will  be  erected  in  the  very 
near  future. 

Many  improvements  were  made  to  several  buildings  during  the 
year.  New  heating  plants  were  installed  in  two  buildings.  A  new 
toilet  system  was  added  to  the  high  school.  During  the  summer  the 
unsightly  buildings  on  the  high  school  grounds  will  be  removed  and 
the  entire  park  will  be  placed  in  a  better  sanitary  condition  and 
generally  beautified.  The  Public  Ground  Company  has  aided  ma- 
terially in  this  work  and  have  made  many  needed  repairs  to  the 
buildings.  New  floors  were  placed  in  six  class  rooms  and  several 
buildings  have  been  painted. 

Arbor  Day  was  fittingly  observed  by  the  high  school  and  grammar 
schools  and  fifteen  trees,  donated  by  the  Public  Ground  Company, 
were  planted. 

A  drawing  exhibit  was  held  near  the  close  of  the  term.  Instead 
of  one  central  exhibit,  each  building  held  an  exhibit  of  the  work  in 
art  during  the  year.  These  were  visited  by  a  great  number  of  the 
parents  and  patrons  and  were  commended  very  highly. 

The  work  done  in  the  high  school  was  very  creditable.  Twenty- 
eight  students  were  graduated  and  about  two-thirds  of  these  will 
continue  their  work  in  colleges.  Considerable  interest  was  developed 
in  athletics  during  the  term,  especially  in  track  events,  and  the 
school  made  a  very  creditable  showing. 

The  grade  teachers  were  loyal  and  worked  earnestly  and  con- 
scientiously and  all  had  the  generous  support  of  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation, and  patrons.  All  teachers  who  were  applicants  were  re- 
elected for  the  coming  term. 
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CONNELL8VILLE— Stanley  P.   Ashe. 


On  June  5th  we  closed  a  very  pleasant  and  profitable  school  year. 
I  believe  on  the  whole  the  most  profitable  during  my  tenure  in  Con- 
nellsville.  We  graduated  from  the  high  school  a  class  of  eighty-one. 
We  promoted  to  the  high  school  from  the  eighth  grade  a  class  of 
one  hundred  twenty,  all  of  whom  expect  to  enter  high  school  this 
fall. 

We  had  a  total  enrollment  in  all  departments  of  twenty-seven 
hundred  forty-eight.  Of  this  number  four  hundred  seventy-five  were 
in  the  high  school,  and  twenty-two  hundred  seventy-three  in  the 
grades.  Of  those  in  the  grades  three  hundred  fifty-five  were  taking 
work  in  departmental  seventh  and  eighth  grades.  By  that  you  will 
see  that  we  are  succeeding  fairly  well  in  holding  pupils  through 
to  the  high  school. 

Our  annual  City  Institute  was  very  interesting  this  year.  Among 
the  instructors  were  Reed  B.  Teitrick,  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction, Harrisburg;  Dr.  C.  B.  Robertson,  School  of  Education, 
University  of  Pittsburgh;  Dr.  Jesse  H.  White,  Department  of 
Psychology,  University  of  Pittsburgh ;  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis,  Juuiata  Col- 
lege, Huntingdon ;  Miss  Ada  Van  Stone  Harris,  supervisor  primary 
work,  Pittsburgh  public  school;  Superintendent  J.  S.  Carroll,  super- 
intendent Fayette  county  school ;  Prof.  J.  H.  Schumaker,  Depart- 
ment of  English,  Slippery  Rock  Normal;  Miss  Agnes  Ferguson, 
supervisor  plays  and  games,  Pittsburgh  Playground  Association. 

The  only  work  other  than  the  regular  routine  was  the  special  em- 
phasis placed  upon  the  extension  and  better  organization  of  the 
special  subjects  of  drawing,  hand  work,  music,  manual  training,  and 
domestic  science.  We  feel  that  these  courses  are  much  improved 
and  of  more  value  than  ever  before. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Department  for  its  aid  in  our  work  during 
the  year.    It  has  been  a  source  of  help  and  inspiration  to  us. 


CONSHOHOCKEN— Frank  L.  Cloud. 


This  school  year  shows  the  high-water  mark  in  number  of  pupils 
in  actual  attendance  in  the  schools.  In  spite  of  the  addition  of  a 
teacher  in  the  grades  we  were  somewhat  overcrowded,  especially  in 
the  grammar  grades.    This  overcrowding  was  due  in  part  to  the  de- 
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pression  in  business — not  offering  opportunities  for  the  children  to 
work — and  in  part  due  to  the  efforts  and  interest  shown  by  the 
teachers  and  school  authorities  in  the  children  and  their  school 
work.  The  results  have  justified  all  attempts  to  keep  our  larger 
boys  and  girls  where  they  obtain  the  most  good  in  school. 

On  October  5th  our  new  high  school  building  was  dedicated.  A 
flag-raising  was  celebrated  at  the  same  time,  the  flag  being  pre- 
sented by  the  Order  of  Independent  Americans.  Our  first  session 
of  school  in  the  new  building  was  held  October  10th.  By  this  addi- 
tion to  our  building  equipment  Conshohocken  has  placed  her  schools 
in  position  to  make  rapid  strides  forward  in  educational  activities. 
Additions  have  been  made  in  other  lines. 

The  school  by  hard  work  was  able  to  win  one  of  the  motion  pic- 
ture machines  offered  by  the  Philadelphia  North  American.  In  De- 
cember an  Elson  art  exhibition  was  held  in  the  high  school.  The 
proceeds  of  the  exhibition  together  with  some  private  donations  en- 
abled us  to  add  thirty  new  pictures  to  our  collection  in  the  schools. 

The  Alumni  Association  of  the  high  school  presented  the  School 
Board  with  a  four  hundred  dollar  upright  piano  for  use  in  our 
high  school  auditorium. 

A  cabinet  was  obtained  from  the  Commercial  Museum  of  Phila- 
delphia and  placed  in  the  grammar  schools  as  an  aid  to  their  work 
in  geography. 

These  items  show  an  increased  interest  in  school  activities  among 
the  people  of  the  community. 

The  School  Board,  by  an  unanimous  vote,  adopted  the  plan  of 
Departmental  work  in  the  sixth,  .seventh  and  eighth  grades.  One 
additional  teacher  was  added  to  the  grades  to  enable  them  to  carry 
the  work  out  successfully.  Commencement  exercises  were  held  in 
the  high  school  auditorium  on  June  the  18th.  A  class  of  five  girls  and 
two  boys  received  diplomas.  The  speaker  of  the  day  was  Dr.  Calvin 
O.  Althouse,  of  Philadelphia. 


CORRY— C.  L.  Wilson. 


An  unusually  large  increase  in  the  number  of  high  school  stu- 
dents made  necessary  the  employment  of  an  additional  teacher  in 
science  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

A  revision  of  the  course  of  study  was  authorized  by  the  board  and 
has  been  in  process  during  the  year.  It  will  be  continued  the  com- 
ing school  year. 
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In  the  high  school  it  is  designed  to  give  the  greatest  possible 
flexibility  to.  the  course. 

During  the  past  year  the  teachers  have  studied  McMurry's  "Con- 
flicting Principles  in  Education,"  and  have  held  numerous  discus- 
sions and  conducted  experiments  in  general  science. 

Although  the  truant  officer  had  to  be  resorted  to  at  times  as  a 
stimulus,  the  chief  method  of  securing  regularity  of  attendance  was 
visits  of  investigation  to  the  homes  by  an  assistant  teacher  who 
gave  a  part  of  her  time  to  this  from  her  regular  office  work.  The 
record  of  attendance  for  the  year  was  over  96  per  cent,  without  the 
necessity  of  any  arrest  of  parents. 

Model  store-keeping  stores  were  established  at  four  ward  schools, 
at  which  pupils  of  all  grades  secured  the  actual  experience  of  mak- 
ing out  bills,  spending  money  to  best  advantage,  weighing,  measur 
ing  and  wrapping  up  goods,  making  change,  keeping  books,  etc.  This 
work  will  be  continued  the  coming  year. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  107  pupils  were  promoted  from  the 
eighth  grades  to  the  high  school,  and  at  the  forty-second  annual 
commencement  exercises,  June  9,  1915.  fifty-one  graduates  received 
diplomas,  the  largest  class  in  the  history  of  the  schools. 


DANVILLE— D.  N.  Dieffenbacher. 


The  year  has  been  characterized  by  steady,  quiet  and  earnest 
work.  Very  few  innovations  have  been  attempted.  The  commercial 
course  in  the  high  school  has  been  somewhat  modified  and  revised. 
Under  the  direction  of  Principal  Carey,  the  high  school  experienced 
a  successful  year. 

In  material  equipment  we  have  added  something  like  f  14,000  to 
the  value  of  our  school  property  by  the  erection  of  a  two-story  an- 
nex to  the  Fourth  Ward  building.  A  modern  heating  and  ventilat- 
ing system  was  installed  and  the  entire  building  remodeled,  which 
makes  this  the  most  modern  and  best  equipped  building  in  the 
borough. 

In  the  matter  of  teachers,  it  is  again  the  purpose  to  secure  those 
of  recognized  experience  and  ability.  Our  teachers  realize  the  heavy 
claims  which  to-day  rest  upon  them.  Teaching  is  no  sinecure.  It 
calls  for  the  best  in  effort  and  ability.  In  general  those  engaged  in 
the  work  of  education  are  realizing  this,  and  by  personal  efforts 


220  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Dog. 

toward  greater  self  improvement,  and  by  further  and  continuous 
study,  are  preparing  to  render  the  best  service  they  can  in  the  posi- 
tions they  hold.    . 

The  institute  for  Montour  county  was,  we  think,  one  of  the  most 
successful  that  has  been  held  in  our  county  for  many  years.  Great 
interest  was  manifested  and  we  feel  that  our  teachers  were  greatly 
benefited  by  having  Professor  Albert  and  Hon.  O.  T.  Corson  with 
us,  as  they  are  very  practical  men  in  institute  work. 

Educational  sentiment  in  Danville  has  long  been  good  and  is  con- 
tinually growing.  We  have  a  board  of  education  that  work  as  a 
unit,  unselfishly  devoting  their  time  and  ability  to  the  promotion 
of  the  best  interests  of  the  schools.  With  such  a  board,  backed  by 
the  loyal  support  of  all  the  interests  of  the  community,  the  con- 
tinued progress  of  the  Danville  public  schools  seems  assured. 


DARBY— W.  A.  Kreider. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  that  has  just  closed  the  feeling  prevails 
that  the  year  has  passed  satisfactorily. 

The  total  enrollment  was  1,467,  just  67  more  than  the  previous 
year.  The  low  average  percentage  of  attendance,  92,  was  due  to  an 
epidemic  of  measles  which  for  a  time  threatened  to  close  the  schools. 

Few  important  changes  were  made  in  the  curriculum  and  the  for- 
mer organization  remained  almost  the  same. 

At  the  close  of  the  term  a  class  of  seventeen  was  graduated.  Fif- 
teen of  these  were  girls,  two  boys. 

A  very  important  feature  of  the  year  was  the  work  among  the 
teachers  for  their  professional  advancement.  Early  in  the  term  the 
board  adopted  a  resolution  that  teachers  holding  only  provisional 
certificates  will  not  in  the  future  be  employed.  Exception  of  course 
is  made  to  those  already  in  the  service.  This  is  an  important  step 
in  the  standardization  of  teachers  and  if  all  districts  could  see  their 
way  to  do  the  same  the  teaching  profession  would  be  placed  upon  a 
higher  basis.  Much  was  done  by  the  teachers  themselves  for  their 
self-improvement.  Thirteen  completed  the  course  of  reading  which 
leads  to  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Pedagogy.  This  was  offered  by 
the  State  Normal  School  at  West  Chester  and  was  taken  up  with  a 
great  deal  of  interest  by  our  teachers.     Four  took  evening  courses 
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at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  one  receiving  the  A.  B.  degree 
in  June.  Another  took  special  instruction  during  the  year  in  the 
Palmer  School  of  Penmanship.  Of  those  who  did  no  work  in  con- 
nection with  some  school,  all  reported  on  some  definite  reading 
Which  they  had  pursued.  The  aggregate  of  books  on  education  re- 
ported read  by  our  teachers  was  234. 

The  teaching'  corps  numbers  36,  two  new  ones  were  added  last 
year  and  three  will  be  added  next  year.  The  high  school  at  present 
has  five  teachers  but  needs  two  more.  Twenty-six  of  the  teachers 
are  graduates  of  normal  schools.  Very  good  spirit  has  prevailed 
among  them  and  the  good  work  they  accomplished  last  year  points 
to  better  things  in  the  future. 

Some  minor  changes  were  made  in  the  high  school  curriculum 
with  the  plan  of  presenting  a  better  balanced  course  for  college 
preparation.  In  the  grades  the  Palmer  method  of  penmanship  was 
introduced. 

Many  of  the  teachers  started  libraries  in  their  schools  and  the 
experiment  was  quite  a  success.  Books  were  loaned  or  presented 
by  pupils  and  their  friends  and  in  this  way  nearly  2,000  books  found 
their  way  into  the  schools. 

Several  entertainments  were  held  during  the  year,  the  proceeds 
of  which  went  to  the  support  of  athletics.  Class  Day  was  an  in- 
novation. To  these  exercises  an  admission  was  charged.  With  the 
proceeds  a  fine  plaster  cast  of  the  Winked  Victory  of  Samothrace 
was  placed  in  the  high  school  as  a  class  memorial. 

For  the  board  the  year  has  been  a  busy  one.  The  planning  and 
financing  of  the  two  new  buildings  that  have  been  erected  has 
caused  some  loss  of  sleep.  The  cost  of  the  two  is  $65,000.  The  one 
will  be  used  exclusively  for  high  school  purposes.  It  is  a  fine  two- 
story  building  of  gray  stone,  containing  eight  class  rooms,  a  labora- 
tory, a  teachers'  room,  and  a  large,  roomy  gymnasium.  It  will  be 
ready  for  occupation  by  the  high  school  in  September.  The  other 
building  which  contains  six  class  rooms  and  a  manual  training 
room  will  be  used  as  a  grammar  school. 

Plans  are  under  way  for  a  junior  high  school.  Next  year  de- 
partmental work  will  be  introduced  in  the  seventh  grades  and  the 
next  step  hoped  for  is  the  introduction  of  the  six  and  six  plan. 

The  office  equipment  has  been  improved  by  a  large  cabinet  for 
books  and  documents,  and  a  card  index  system  for  scholarship 
records. 

In  general  the  work  of  the  year  has  been  progressive  and  many 
thanks  are  due  to  the  local  co-operation  and  the  helpful  suggestions 
from  the  State  Department. 
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DICKSON  CITY— A.  W.  Marvin. 


The  public  schools  of  Dickson  City,  after  a  successful  term  of 
nine  months,  closed  June  11,  when  a  class  of  six  young  men  and 
four  young  women  were  graduated. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  state  that  our  schools  are  continuing 
to  progress.  As  a  rule  teachers  of  the  district  have  manifested  a 
commendable  interest  in  their  work,  and  more  than  passing  concern 
for  the  pupils  under  their  charge. 

Teachers'  meetings  have  been  held  monthly  for  the  entire  term, 
at  which  matters  pertinent  to  the  success  of  the  schools  were  dis- 
cussed. 

Actuated  by  the  knowledge  that  professional  progress  means  ever 
increasing  proficiency,  some  of  our  teachers  are  availing  themselves 
of  the  excellent  opportunities  offered  by  the  summer  schools  within 
their  reach. 

A  new  course  of  study  has  been  prepared  whose  requirements 
have  been  made  to  comply  as  nearly  as  possible  with  those  suggested 
by  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  in  the  authorized  courses 
for  the  State. 

Another  gratifying  evidence  of  educational  uplift  in  the  district 
is  the  increasing  number  who  are  entering  the  high  school.  As  to 
the  increase  in  the  under  grades  it  suffices  to  say  that  it  was  found 
necessary  to  employ  two  additional  teachers  during  the  year  just 
closed.  This  necessitated  the  renting  of  other  rooms  in  the  district 
for  school  purposes.  Conditions  in  these  rooms,  however,  were  not 
the  best;  but  the  teachers  in  charge  by  energetic  efforts  brought 
about  a  fair  measure  of  success  even  in  the  face  of  difficulties. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction  for  its  kindly  assistance  during  the  year. 


DONORA— Edsar  Keed. 


Most  of  the  teachers  during  the  past  year  eagerly  availed  them- 
selves of  every  opportunity  for  professional  growth.  Fifty  of  the 
fifty-three  teachers  enrolled  as  members  of  the  State  Educational 
Association  and  received  the  printed  report.    Many  of  them  studied 
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and  discussed  with  interest  and  profit  the  subject  matter  of  that 
document.  The  interest  in  the  joint  institute  held  by  Charleroi, 
Monongahela  City,  and  Donora,  in  the  regular  monthly  teachers' 
general  meetings  in  which  Ave  studied  Everyday  Problems  in  Teach- 
ing by  O'Shea,  and  in  the  monthly  grade  meetings,  shows  a  right 
spirit  toward  professional  growth.  Two  of  our  teachers  took  courses 
during  the  past  summer  at  Grove  City  College ;  one  at  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania;  four  at  the  University  of  Pittsburgh. 

In  most  cases  the  Board  of  Education  has  recognized  special 
merit  in  a  teacher  by  increasing  his  salary  to  hold  him  for  the  wel- 
fare of  the  schools.  New  teachers  added  to  the  force  have  been 
chosen  because  of  their  superior  qualifications  for  their  particular 
work. 

There  were  ninety  young  men  and  three  young  women  enrolled 
in  the  evening  schools.  The  course  was  planned  to  teach  these 
young  people  English  that  they  might  do  their  daily  work  in  the 
mills  better  and  more  economically  with  safety  always  to  themselves 
and  their  co-workers. 

The  Departmental  plan  was  used  in  two  sixth  grades;  in  a  sixth, 
three  sevenths,  and  two  eighth  grades.  The  teaching  in  most  of 
the  departments  was  of  the  very  highest  order.  The  work  was  so 
vitalized  that  most  of  the  children  did  not  only  the  prescribed  work 
but  also  much  collateral  reading  with  spontaneous  interest.  The 
plan  has  much  to  commend  it.  Children  accustomed  to  the  Depart- 
mental plan  orient  themselves  when  the  get  into  high  school  much 
more  readily  than  those  taught  by  the  one  teacher  method.  It  un- 
doubtedly conserves  the  energy  of  the  teachers. 

Since  there  are  school  houses  in  the  state  surrounded  by  large 
lawns  of  velvet  grass  with  the  sign  "verboten"  stuck  up,  I  deem  it 
fitting  in  this  report  to  say  a  word  on  playgrounds,  play,  and  out- 
of-  door  recess.  A  beautiful  lawn  around  a  school  house  is  desir- 
able if  the  children  have  a  playground  near  by  where  they  can  have 
free  play  at  recess;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  the  rose  in  a  child's 
cheek,  the  sparkle  in  his  eye,  and  the  elasticity  in  his  step,  in  short 
the  health  of  only  one  child  is  worth  more  to  the  child  himself,  to 
the  community,  to  the  state,  and  to  the  nation,  than  magnificient 
lawns  around  school  houses.  Rather  a  school  ground  as  bare  as 
Sahara  and  a  place  for  children  to  keep  healthy  at  play,  than  a 
school  of  puny,  sickly  children  in  a  school  surrounded  by  the  most 
luxurious  lawn !  Both  the  teacher  and  the  pupil  need  several 
periods  a  day  to  unclamp.  Nearly  all  the  strife  between  teacher 
and  pupil  has  its  origin  in  exhausted,  nervous  energy.  Out-of-door 
recess  with  both  the  teacher  and  the  pupil  engaging  in  wholesome 
play  and  a  good  hearty  laugh  relieves  the  tension  and  fits  both  for 
more   efficient   harmonious   work. 

15 
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It  is  well  to  consider  the  following  lines  of  Dennis  A.  McCarthy 
on  this  subject: 

Give  them  a  chance  for  innocent   sport, 

Give  them  a  chance  for  fun: 
Better  a  playground  plot  than  a  court 

And  a  jail  when  the  harm  is  done! 
Give  them  a  chance.     If  you  stint  them  now, 

Tomorrow  you'll  have  to  pay 
A  larger  bill  for  a  darker  ill; 

So  give  them  a  chance  to  play ! 


DUBOIS— J.  S.  Simmons. 


An  effort  was  made  during  the  year  to  give  teachers  the  oppor- 
tunity for  professional  growth.  This  movement  was  differentiated 
along  three  lines:  (a)  Training  School  Course,  (b)  Teachers'  Read- 
ing Course,  (c)   Summer  School. 

The  Training  School  Course  is  a  course  offered  for  prospective 
teachers  and  substitute  teachers.     The  course  offered  is  as  follows. 

Training  School  Course. 

(1)  Course  of  study:  Psychology,  History  of  Education,  School 
Management,  and  Methods  of  Teaching. 

(2)  Each  student  in  the  Training  School  shall  teach  at  least  20 
full  days  under  the  direction  of  the  Superintendent. 

(3)  Visitations  under  direction  of  Superintendent. 

(4)  Course  in  professional  reading. 

(5)  Written  reports. 

(6)  Review  such  academic  studies  as  are  necessary,  including 
Spelling,  Reading,  Writing,  Arithmetic,  Geography,  English,  Gram- 
mar, United  States  History,  Physiology. 

(7)  A  passing  grade  in  each  subject  of  at  least  SO  per  cent,  in- 
cluding Practice  of  Teaching. 

(8)  Candidates  for  admission  to  the  Training  School  shall  be 
approved  by  the  Superintendent  and  the  Board  of  Education.  Stu- 
dents taking  the  course  may  be  dropped  at  any  time  by  the  Board  if 
found  to  be  deficient  either  in  preparation  or  progress.  No  one  shall 
be  placed  on  the  substitute  or  regular  list  who  has  not  qualified  in 
the  Training  School  or  by  equivalent  preparation. 
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The  Teachers'  Reading  Course  was  a  course  of  reading  along  pro- 
fessional lines,  under  the  direction  of  the  superintendent.  The 
teachers  met  in  a  body  five  times.  During  the  year  to  discuss  the 
ground   covered. 

The  summer  course  of  study  for  teachers  is  an  entirely  new  feature 
of  the  work  in  DuBois.  A  thorough  review  of  the  common  school 
branches  is  offered  together  with  a  professional  course  iucluding 
Methods  of  Teaching,  School  Management,  Psychology,  and  History 
of  Education.  Twenty-two  teachers  took  advantage  of  the  oppor- 
tunities offered  by  this  course.  This  work  is  in  charge  of  Prof.  J.  A. 
Campbell,  Assistant  Principal  of  the  high  school. 

We  were  more  than  pleased  with  the  result  of  our  school  garden 
last  year.  We  are  again  conducting  it  along  the  line  of  individual 
plots.  Each  pupil  has  assigned  to  him  a  vegetable  garden  twenty  by 
twenty  feet.  The  work  is  open  to  pupils  of  the  seventh  and  eighth 
grades  and  the  high  school.  The  course  consists  of  practical  work  in 
the  garden  and  lectures  on  elementary  agriculture.  The  work  is  in 
charge  of  Prof.  J.  S.  Knapper  head  of  the  Science  Department  in  our 
high  school. 

Realizing  the  great,  and  increasing  demand  for  Spanish  we  have 
decided  to  introduce  into  the  high  school  an  elective  course  in  Spanish 
for  the  coming  year. 

On  Thursday,  June  4,  we  graduated  from  our  high  school  the 
largest  class  in  the  history  of  the  school.  The  class  numbered 
seventy-eight.  Dr.  Edwin  Earle  Sparks,  President  of  State  College 
delivered  the  address  to  the  graduates.  Our  new  high  school  build- 
ing which  was  built  in  1910  is  now  taxed  to  its  capacity.  Our 
greatest  enrollment  for  the  year  was  four  hundred  and  twenty-four. 


DUNMORE— C.  F.  Hoban. 


The  year  1914-1915  was  a  most  successful  one  in  every  respect.  In 
fact,  1  feel  that,  as  far  as  results  are  concerned  and  results  are  the 
chief  end  in  my  judgment  the  highwater  mark  of  progress  in  many 
lines  was  reached.  In  no  school  year  in  my  experience  have  I  seen 
so  much  put  into  school  work  by  teachers  and  so  much  carried  away 
at  the  end  of  the  year  by  pupils  as  was  the  case  in  Dunmore  last  year. 
The  explanation  is  very  simple.  It  resulted  from  the  plan  adopted 
by  the  school  board  of  paying  the  teachers  for  twelve  months  pro- 
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vided  they  attend  an  approved  summer  school  for  a  period  of  six 
weeks.  I  have  been  asked  many  times  during  the  year  to  point  out 
some  concrete  examples  of  what  the  plan  has  contributed  to  our  sys- 
tem. I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  in  no  period  of  my  connection  with 
the  Dunmore  schools  have  there  been  so  many  evidences  of  initiative 
on  the  part  of  the  teachers  as  were  manifested  last  year.  Principals 
and  teachers  tried  out  a  number  of  new  things.  They  thoroughly 
tested  various  methods.  They  instituted  various  forms  of  competi- 
tion as  a  means  of  generating  enthusiasm  in  several  lines  of  work. 
They  broadened  and  enriched  the  physical  training  and  playground 
work.  They  organized  and  put  into  operation  very  satisfactory  in- 
dustrial courses.  In  every  building,  educational  magazine  clubs  were 
formed.  The  following  is  a  sample  list  of  the  publications  read  by 
the  teachers  of  one  particular  school:  Pennsylvania  School  Journal, 
Journal  of  Education,  National  Geographic  Magazine,  Popular  Edu- 
cator, Primary  Education,  Elementary  School  Journal,  School  Arts 
Magazine,  School  Music  and  The  Pathfinder.  In  addition  to  this, 
there  were  various  study  groups.  For  example,  a  number  of  teachers 
took  up  the  study  of  Italian  that  they  might  be  able  to  speak  with 
the  parents  of  the  Italian  children ;  others  took  up  the  study  of 
French  for  purely  cultural  purposes;  several  formed  a  sewing  circle 
and  received  instruction  that  they  might  the  more  efficiently  carry  on 
the  Domestic  Art  Course,  and  a  goodly  number  joined  gymnastic 
classes  to  bring  as  much  as  possible  into  our  physical  training  and 
playground  work. 

At  the  close  of  the  year,  exhibitions  of  industrial  work  were  held 
in  each  of  our  eleven  buildings  and  the  fact  that  no  two  of  them  were 
alike  gives  the  best  idea  of  the  great  variety  of  work  introduced  in 
this  one  line. 

In  the  Eighth  Grade,  manual  training  and  domestic  art  were  made 
a  part  of  the  course  of  study  and  were  put  into  operation  without  the 
necessity  of  employing  special  teachers.  An  exhibition  of  the  work 
of  the  boys  and  girls  waiS  held  at  the  close  of  the  year.  Each  girl 
had  on  exhibition  a  notebook  containing  each  of  the  lessons,  and  the 
following  finished  products:  a  wash  rag,  purse,  apron,  pair  of 
slippers,  night  grown,  initialed  towel,  skirt,  summer  hat,  winter 
hat,  and  a  simple  white  dress  which  was  worn  at  commencement. 
Each  boy  had  in  his  collection  a  window  box,  bird  house,  pencil 
sharpener,  towel  rack,  tie  rack,  match  holder,  whisk  broom  holder, 
knife  and  fork  box,  comb  box,  magazine  stand,  and  book  rack. 

As  a  crowning  climax  to  this  work,  the  teachers  put  on  the  program, 
as  one  of  the  numbers  of  the  Eighth  Grade  closing  exercises,  an  ex- 
hibition of  the  manual  training  work.  Twenty-four  pupils  were 
placed  on  the  stage  to  work  twenty  minutes.  At  the  end  of  that 
time,  their  work  was  displayed  to  the  audience.    Four  girls  had  made 
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a  quilt;  four,  a  hat;  two  boys  and  two  girls  had  written  letters — 
business  and  social — on  typewriters;  two  boys  had  made  a  book 
rack;  two  others,  a  knife  and  fork  box.  At  the  rear  of  the  stage,  in 
full  view  of  the  audience,  three  boys  had  done  the  necessary  wiring 
and  put  in  working  order  an  electric  door  bell.  To  the  right  of  the 
stage,  in  full  view  of  the  audience,  a  boy  and  a  girl  had  made  very 
beautiful  landscape  drawings;  while  at  the  left,  three  girls  had  given 
an  exhibition  of  penmanship.  This  was  one  of  the  finest  numbers  I 
have  ever  seen  given  at  a  public  school  exercise  Our  people  were 
astonished  and  I  am  sure  it  went  a  long  way  toward  making  it  pos- 
sible for  us  to  organize  manual  training  on  much  broader  lines  and 
to  introduce  vocational  training  the  coming  year. 

Another  example  of  the  enrichment  of  our  curriculum  may  be 
cited  by  mentioning  the  exhibitions  of  physical  training  and  organ- 
ized games  given  in  each  of  the  school  yards  the  last  week  of  school. 
These  programs  included  Folk  Dances,  Swedish  gymnastics,  wand 
and  dumb  bell  exercises,  Indian  club  drills,  relay  races,  jumping, 
indoor  baseball  for  girls,  basket  ball,  volley  ball,  dodge  ball,  over- 
head and  underneath  ball.  These  exhibitions  were  witnessed  by 
throngs  of  people,  all  of  whom  were  unanimous  in  the  opinion  that 
the  twelve  months'  salary  plan  is  a  decided  advantage  to  the  town. 

Some  of  the  high  school  inspectors,  while  traveling  through  the 
State,  have  been  kind  enough  to  refer  to  our  method  of  enforcing  the 
Compulsory  Education  Law.  Many  requests  have  been  received  for 
an  outline  of  our  plan,  and  I  have  decided  to  give  a  brief  description 
of  it  as  part  of  this  report.  First  of  all,  the  registration  of  school 
children  is  made  by  our  teachers,  thus  giving  them  first  hand  know- 
ledge of  all  the  children  in  their  respective  school  districts  within  the 
compulsory  school  age.  When  the  schools  open  in  September  the 
lists  are  checked  up.  If  any  children  are  missing,  notice  is  sent  to 
the  parents  by  the  teacher.  It  sometimes  happens  that  a  second 
notice  is  necessary.  If  this  does  not  prove  effective,  the  superinten- 
dent is  notified.  The  third  notice  is  sent  from  his  office  and  if  the 
child  fails  to  report  to  school,  the  parent  is  arrested,  the  superinten- 
dent appearing  at  the  justice's  office  as  prosecutor.  With  those  who 
attend  school  irregularly,  the  same  method  is  followed.  In  brief, 
the  responsibility  for  the  presence  and  the  regular  attendance  at 
school  of  those  of  compulsory  age,  rests  with  the  teacher;  the  super- 
intendent supporting,  by  being  willing  to  prosecute  parents  who  fail 
to  comply  with  the  law.  In  short,  we  are  all  truant  officers  in  Dun- 
more.  We  believe  thoroughly  in  the  law  and  are  willing  to  do  our 
part  to  bring  about  its  proper  enforcement.  To  put  this  plan  into 
effect,  the  superintendent  must  be  willing  to  perform  the  unpleasant 
duty  of  appearing  as  prosecutor. 
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Nearly  every  town  has  among  its  citizens  those  who  think  the 
school  taxes  are  very  high  and  to  whom  argument  backed  by  facts 
and  figures  does  not  appeal.  Dunmore  has  a  goodly  number  of  this 
type  scattered  among  its  population.  1  am  always  pained  when  I 
hear  it  remarked  that  teachers  have  fine  times,  earn  their  salary 
easily  and  school  taxes  are  very  high.  It  occurred  to  the  Dunmore 
teachers  that  this  idea  would  be  dissipated  if  the  public  could  see  the 
entire  school  population  and  teaching  force  together.  It  was  de- 
cided to  have  a  public  parade  and  on  the  morning  of  Memorial  Day 
thirty-five  hundred  school  children  and  eighty-one  teachers  marched 
over  the  principal  streets  before  going  to  the  various  cemeteries  to 
take  part  in  the  G.  A.  R.  Exercises.  Each  child  and  teacher  carried 
an  American  Flag  and  two  bands  discoursed  patriotic  music.  People 
pronounced  it  the  most  inspiring  sight  the  town  had  ever  seen.  The 
teachers  impressed  the  lessons  it  taught  upon  the  minds  of  the  chil- 
dren by  pointing  out  that  by  participating  in  the  parade  and  the 
exercises  at  the  cemeteries  they  had  honored  the  dead ;  that  by  carry- 
ing the  flag  they  had  honored  the  country;  and  that  through  assem- 
bling the  schools  the  community  had  been  shown  what  a  vast  army 
of  children  the  town  must  provide  schools  for  and  the  large  force  of 
teachers  required  to  instruct  them. 

The  lessons  reached  beyond  the  confines  of  the  schools.  The  people 
understand  the  school  problem  as  never  before  and  I  feel  absolutely 
certain  that  we  have  heard  the  last  of  high  school  taxes  and  of  the 
easy  life  of  the  school  teacher. 


DUQUESNE— C.  H.  Wolford. 


In  this,  the  first  report  from  Duquesne  as  a  separate  district,  it 
may  be  pertinent  to  observe  that  our  work  in  the  traditional  school 
subjects  has  been  closely  organized  within  the  limitations  imposed 
by  the  suggestions  of  the  State  Department  of  Public  Instruction  and 
in  harmony  with  the  course  of  study  for  Allegheny  county.  Large 
benefits  have  accrued  to  this  district  through  the  sane  and  helpful 
supervision  of  Dr.  Hamilton  and  his  assistants. 

This  district,  since  its  incorporation  in  1891,  has  had  an  average 
annual  increase  in  population  of  about  800,  and  an  average  annual 
increase  of  pupils  in  the  public  schools  of  about  100.  The  Board  of 
Education  has  been  constantly  confronted  with  the  necessity  of 
providing  additional  buildings,  of  increasing  its  teaching  corps,  of 
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extending  its  courses  of  study,  and  of  creating  new  departments  to 
meet  the  increasing  demands  of  a  cosmopolitan  population.  Each 
undertaking  has  been  so  wisely  considered  and  so  judiciously  exe- 
cuted as  to  enlist  the  practically  unanimous  support  and  interest  of 
the  citizens.  Such  a  condition  of  public  sentiment  has  rendered  pos- 
sible the  making  of  local  educational  history  rapidly  within  the  last 
two  years,  and.  all  without  friction. 

High  School  Building. 

A  magnificient  new  high  school  building  has  been  completed  and 
occupied  during  the  year  at  a  total  cost,  including  equipment,  of 
$253,396.00.  Its  dimensions  are  138  by  217  feet  and  it  is  fireproof 
throughout.  It  is  modern  in  every  respect  and  is  a  monument  to 
the  foresight,  good  taste;  and  sound  judgment  of  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation. 

The  formal  dedication  took  place  on  Wednesday,  March  21,  in  the 
auditorium.  The  speakers  were  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  Hon.  O.  T. 
Corson,  and  Dr.  Samuel  Hamilton,  who  made  the  dedicatory  address. 

High  School  Courses. 

The  high  school  course  was  extended  from  three  to  four  years  and 
a  commercial  department  with  a  four-year  course  was  added.  Thirty- 
seven  pupils  were  enrolled  in  this  department. 

German  was  introduced  as  an  elective  during  the  last  two  years  of 
the  regular  course,  but  as  a  requirement  in  the  commercial  course. 

Manual  Training  and  Domestic  Science. 

Manual  training  and  domestic  science  were  both  introduced.  An 
excellent  equipment  was  provided  in  eacb  department  and  instruc- 
tion was  afforded  all  pupils  in  high  school  and  in  sixth,  seventh,  and 
eighth  grades. 

Physical  Training. 

The  work  in  physical  training  was  organized.  Each  pupil  in  high 
school  and  in  sixth,  seventh,  and  eighth  grades  had  two  periods  each 
week  of  one  hour  each  in  the  gymnasium.  Class  room  gymnastics, 
outdoor  drills,  indoor  and  outdoor  games,  were  arranged  and  liberally 
interspersed  with  free  recesses.  Gymnasium  instruction  has  been 
continued  during  the  months  of  June  and  July. 

The  Board  recently  has  wisely  spent  approximately  $10,000.00  in 
the  purchase  of  playgrounds  immediately  adjacent  to  three  school 
buildings. 
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Special  Days. 

Two  arbor  days  were  observed,  one  in  the  fall  and  the  other  in 
the  spring.  On  these  occasions  about  13,000  packages  of  seeds,  bulbs, 
hardy  shrubs,  and  porch  vines  were  distributed  to  the  pupils  by 
whom  they  had  been  bought. 

Our  annual  patrons'  day  was  held  on  March  20.  The  number  of 
adult  visitors  was  2,061.  On  this  day  the  schools  were  kept  in  ac- 
tual operation.  No  work  was  exhibited  that  was  not  a  real  class  pro- 
duct. 

A  special  exhibit  of  the  products  of  the  sewing  department  was 
held  on  the  evenings  of  May  27  and  28.  Three  large  class  rooms 
were  utilized  and  about  2,400  articles  were  shown,  these  representing 
the  endeavors  of  over  400  girls.    Exactly  1,279  visitors  were  present. 

Night  School. 

A  night  school  was  opened  early  in  January  and  continued  for 
four  months.  English,  arithmetic,  writing,  shorthand,  typewriting, 
and  bookkeeping  were  taught.  The  following  statistics  summarize 
the  most  important  facts  concerning  it: 

Total   enrollment,    362 

Males  enrolled,    249 

Eemales  enrolled, 113 

Enrolled  for  elementary  subjects, 225 

Enrolled  for  commercial  subjects, 107 

Average  nightly  attendance,   154 

Attendance  in  average  class,  17 

Number  of  teachers,  9  to  11 

The  modest  beginning  recorded,  though  it  had  brought  no  other 
results,  amply  repaid  every  expenditure  of  money  and  energy  by 
clearly  demonstrating  the  great  need  that  exists  for  such  instruc- 
tion, and  the  hearty  response  that  will  be  made  to  every  earnest 
effort  to  furnish  it. 

Length  of  School  Day. 

Owing  to  the  inroads  made  on  our  time  for  instruction  in  the  regu- 
lar subjects  by  the  introduction  of  many  special  subjects,  the  length  of 
the  school  day,  exclusive  of  two  recesses  and  the  noon  intermission, 
was  increased  from  five  hours  to  five  and  one-half  hours  in  the  high 
school,  and  from  five  hours  to  five  hours  twenty  minutes  in  grades 
six,  seven,  and  eight.  We  are  much  pleased  with  the  operation  of  the 
plan. 
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Welfare  Work  of  the  Carnegie  Steel  Company. 

No  report  of  the  educational  affairs  of  this  community  would  be 
satisfactory  without  some  mention  of  the  excellent  work  that  is  done 
here  by  the  welfare  department  of  the  Carnegie  Steel  Company  under 
the  initiative  of  the  superintendent  of  the  Duquesne  plant,  Mr.  Homer 
D.  Williams. 

Two  large  playground  centers  are  maintained,  moving  pictures  are 
shown  free  several  times  each  week,  a  large  outdoor  swimming  pool 
has  been  opened,  more  than  250  demonstration  gardens  in  charge  of  a 
graduate  of  the  agricultural  department  of  Cornell  University  are 
cultivated  by  children  from  nine  to  twelve  years  of  age,  an  industrial 
center  for  teaching  sewing  as  well  as  reed  and  raffia  work  is  operated, 
wood  carving  is  taught,  and,  during  the  months  when  the  public 
schools  are  in  session,  a  school  for  apprentices  and  a  school  in  which 
English  is  taught  to  non-English-speaking  employees  are  kept  open. 
A  trained  nurse  is  constantly  employed  who  devotes  all  of  her  time 
to  the  instruction  and  assistance  of  the  poorer  of  the  population. 

When  corporations  are  so  keenly  alive  to  the  fact  that  better  homes 
and  better  living  make  better  employees,  need  municipalities  hesitate 
in  following  faster  in  their  lead? 

Any  progress  indicated  in  this  report  is  due  to  the  united  efforts 
of  a  loyal  teaching  corps,  a  progressive  board  of  education,  and  a  co- 
operative and  constructive  public  sentiment.  I  desire  to  express  my 
thanks  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  many  suggestions 
and  much  help. 


EASTON— Robert  E.  Laramy. 


In  our  city  the  teachers  read  and  report  upon  four  books  during  the 
school  year.  Two  may  be  of  fiction;  one  is  taken  from  the  realms  of 
history,  biography  or  travel  and  the  fourth  must  be  pedagogical.  Re- 
ports are  made  on  the  first  days  of  December,  January,  March  and 
May.  In  addition  the  superintendent  conducts  a  class — this  past 
year  on  Bagley's  Human  Behavior — weekly  during  seven  months  of 
the  year.    About  forty-five  teachers  met  in  this  class  this  year. 

On  January  1st  our  evening  school  was  extended  to  include  high 
school  branches  and  had  a  total  enrollment  of  226.  Class  work  was 
given  to  outside  students  in  dressmaking  and  millinery  during  the 
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daytime.  We  now  have  five  parent-teacher  associations  which  have 
been  doing  good  work.  On  May  17th  a  large  union  meeting  was  held 
in  the  high  school  auditorium.  Both  judges  of  the  county  courts 
were  on  the  platform  as  well  as  other  prominent  citizens  and  the  ad- 
dresses included  one  by  the  president  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  In  one 
of  our  grade  buildings,  the  principal.  Mr.  J.  I.  Snyder  worked  out  a 
school  city  plan  of  pupil  government  which  worked  successfully 
through  the  year. 

In  most  of  our  school  rooms  the  number  of  pupils  for  the  teacher 
has  been  satisfactory.  The  percentage  of  retardation  has  been  re- 
duced greatly.  An  improvement  is  noticeable  in  the  enrollment  of  the 
grammar  grades.  The  board  this  June  increased  the  salaries  of 
nearly  half  of  the  corps  and  the  number  of  changes  is  small. 

Our  new  Francis  A.  March  building  was  used  this  year  and  with 
much  satisfaction.  Additional  ground  was  purchased  at  two  build- 
ings and  trees  were  planted  on  arbor  day. 

Departmental  teaching  was  begun  in  two  buildings  and  will  be 
continued  further  next  year.  The  promotions  of  all  children  were 
considered  in  private  conference  between  the  room  teacher  and  the 
superintendent.  Summer  schools  are  provided  for  children  who  are 
short  in  their  studies  and  to  enable  retarded  pupils  to  get  ahead  to  a 
place  nearer  the  normal  grade. 

The  plan  of  having  qualified  general  substitutes  has  proven  a 
success.  This  enables  teachers  to  be  assisted  when  necessary  and  to 
visit  when  desirable. 

An  interesting  addition  to  our  manual  training  equipment  was  our 
second  printing  press.  A  great  deal  of  our  printed  supplies  is  now 
made  by  the  high  school  students.  Drawing  was  taught  under  the 
direction  of  a  supervisor  for  the  first  time  during  the  past  year.  Mr. 
Arthur  J.  Blewitt  of  Scranton  had  charge  and  the  results  were  quite 
gratifying. 


ERIE— I.  B.  Bush. 


For  the  school  year  ending  July,  1915,  there  were  enrolled  in  the 
public  schools  of  Erie  including  the  night  schools  11,852  pupils,  an 
increase  over  the  preceding  year  of  1,720  pupils.  Of  this  increase, 
899  are  credited  to  the  night  schools  and  the  remaining  number  to  the 
day  schools.  The  night  schools  enrolled  a  total  of  1,349  pupils  as  com- 
pared with  the  enrollment  of  450  pupils  the  previous  year.    The  in- 
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crease  in  night  school  enrollment  was  largely  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
course  was  extended  to  include  the  short  unit  industrial  courses  as 
well  as  English  for  foreigners.  Industrial  courses  were  given  at 
three  centers  and  courses  for  foreigners  at  four  centers.  Because  of 
the  large  enrollment  at  the  three  industrial  centers,  the  schools  were 
kept  open  five  nights  in  the  week  in  order  to  accommodate  all  the 
pupils  that  enrolled,  and  in  some  cases,  owing  to  the  large  enrollment 
and  the  small  equipment,  one  lesson  per  week  per  pupil  was  all  that 
could  be  given. 

One  of  the  very  pressing  problems  in  Erie,  as  in  all  growing  cities, 
is  to  provide  accommodations  for  the  increased  enrollment  of  pupils 
and  for  the  relief  of  congestion  which  has  existed  hitherto.  For  the 
relief  of  the  grade  schools,  the  board  is  erecting  two  modern  grade 
school  buildings  which  will  accommodate  630  and  840  pupils  respec- 
tively. When  these  buildings  are  completed,  the  congestion  will  be 
somewhat  relieved  on  the  west  side  of  the  city.  The  executive  com- 
mittee of  the  board  was  asked  by  the  board  of  directors  to  make  a 
survey  of  the  schools  and  suggest  a  program  for  the  relief  of  the 
congested  condition.  The  executive  committee  in  accordance  with 
this  request,  brought  in  the  following  report  which  was  adopted: 

"Your  executive  committee  which  has  had  under  consideration  for 
a  number  of  weeks  the  matter  of  a  survey  of  the  school  district  and 
school  conditions,  after  making  an  anlysis  of  the  situation,  suggests 
the  following  recommendations: 

1.  That  a  high  school  be  erected  in  the  south  central  section  of 
the  city; 

2.  That  as  soon  as  practicable  thereafter,  another  high  school  be 
erected  in  the  eastern  section  of  the  city; 

3.  That  the  next  grade  school  development  be  in  the  southeastern 
section  of  the  city  with  the  erection  of  a  grade  school  on  the  Lincoln 
lot; 

4.  That  provision  be  made,  after  the  completion  of  the  new  high 
school,  for  the  partial  remodeling  of  the  Central  high  school  to  make 
it  a  cosmopolitan  high  school; 

5.  That  the  six  and  six  plan  which  contemplates  both  a  junior 
and  senior  high  school  be  adopted  for  this  school  district.  In  this 
connection,  we  quote  with  our  endorsement  the  following  from  the 
resolutions  adopted  at  the  recent  National  Convention  at  Cincinnati : 

'Kesolved,  that  we  note  with  approval  the  increasing  tendency  to 
establish,  beginning  with  the  seventh  grade,  differentiated  courses  of 
study  aimed  more  effectively  to  prepare  the  child  for  his  probable 
future  activities.  We  believe  that  as  a  result  of  these  modifications  a 
more  satisfactory  type  of  instruction  will  be  developed  and  that  a 
genuine  economy  of  time  will  result.' 
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The  following  comparative  figures  of  enrollment  may  be  of  interest: 

Year.  High  School  Enrollment.  Total  Enrollment. 

1905, 667  7,663 

1915,   1,535  11,852 

Increase,   868  4,189 

As  will  be  noted  from  the  enrollment  in  the  high  school,  there  has 
been  an  increase  of  868  pupils  in  the  past  ten  years.  A  large  per- 
centage of  this  increase  has  been  in  the  last  two  or  three  years.  This 
increase  with  no  additional  class  rooms  has  caused  a<  serious  con- 
gestion at  the  high  school.  The  building  is  now  used  for  two  groups 
of  pupils  with  two  sets  of  teachers.  The  board  is  having  plans  drawn 
for  the  new  Academy  high  school  which  is  to  be  constructed  partly 
by  the  funds  of  the  school  district  and  partly  by  funds  which  were 
turned  over  to  the  board  by  the  Erie  Academy  Trustees,  an  estimated 
amount  of  about  $250,000.  This  sum,  according  to  an  agreement  be- 
tween the  Board  and  the  Academy  Trustees,  is  to  be  used  in  construc- 
ting and  equipping  the  part  of  the  building  which  is  to  be  used  for 
manual  arts.  Any  part  of  the  sum  remaining  is  to  be  used  for 
maintenance.  To  further  carry  out  the  recommendations  of  the  execu- 
tive committee,  the  board  is  asking  the  voters  of  the  district  to  au- 
thorize a  bond  issue  of  $1,000,000.  This  proposition  has  been  endorsed 
by  the  commercial  bodies  and  appears  to  be  in  favor  with  the  general 
public. 

Departmental  work  was  organized  in  three  of  the  larger  schools  last 
year.  The  plan  seems  to  be  successful  as  both  pupils  and  teachers 
seem  to  be  enthusiastic  and  other  schools  propose  the  same  plan  of 
organization  next  year.  Opportunity  classes  were  organized  for  boys 
and  girls  in  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  who  were  as  much  as  two 
years  behind  their  grades.  The  results  of  this  experiment  have  led 
to  a  proposed  extension  of  this  class  of  work  next  year.  Out  of  48 
pupils  in  these  classes,  41  were  promoted  to  the  high  school.  Half  day 
sessions  were  arranged  for  these  classes  as  some  of  the  pupils  had 
been  compelled  to  quit  school  to  go  to  work  to  help  support  their 
families.  They  were  permitted  to  go  to  school  in  the  morning  and 
work  in  the  afternoon. 

The  courses  of  study  in  arithmetic  and  geography  were  revised 
during  the  year.  In  the  revision  of  the  arithmetic,  an  attempt  was 
made  to  make  the  work  more  practical  and  to  harmonize  school 
methods  with  methods  used  in  business.  In  the  eighth  year,  a  course 
in  business  methods  was  outlined.  In  the  geography  revision,  the  aim 
was  to  make  geography  instruction  more  practical  and  also  to  include 
in  the  eighth  year  a  course  in  industrial  and  commercial  geography. 
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For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  Erie  schools,  a  summer  school 
for  both  grade  and  high  school  pupils  that  had  failed  of  promotion 
was  conducted  at  the  high  school  building  this  summer.  Two  hundred 
forty-one  grade  pupils  and  153  high  school  pupils  were  enrolled  with 
an  average  attendance  of  314.  Of  this  number  of  pupils,  93.4  per 
cent,  were  able  to  make  their  promotion  to  the  next  higher  grade.  We 
feel  that  the  experiment  has  been  a  success  as  these  pupils  would  have 
been  compelled  to  repeat  subjects  or  grades  next  year  with  a  con- 
sequent loss  of  time  and  interest.  Pupils  who  had  failed  of  promotion 
in  as  many  as  two  subjects  were  permitted  to  attempt  to  make  up  the 
work.  Most  of  them  were  successful  as  is  indicated  by  the  percentage 
of  promotions. 

Of  the  total  number  of  8,730  grade  pupils  that  remained  to  the  end 
of  the  term,  383  failed  of  promotion  and  7,605  secured  promotion 
without  condition.  Seven  hundred  forty-two  were  promoted  to  the 
next  grade  upon  the  condition  that  they  should  do  the  work  of  the 
next  grade  satisfactorily.  The  per  cent,  of  pupils  that  failed  was  4.4, 
the  per  cent,  that  passed  without  condition  87.1,  the  per  cent,  condi- 
tioned 8.5,  or  a  total  per  cent,  of  pupils  passing  to  the  next  grade  of 
95.6  with  4.4  per  cent,  of  failures.  In  the  high  school,  the  per  cent, 
of  pupils  that  passed  in  all  subjects  was  90.2;  9.8  per  cent,  failed. 


FARRELL— L.  R.  Eckles. 


The  school  year  just  closed  has  been  one  of  the  most  active  in  the 
history  of  the  Farrell  schools.  The  enrollment  reached  1,842  and 
remained  over  1,800  throughout  the  year,  an  increase  of  120  over  any 
previous  year.  Three  additional  teachers  were  hired  to  meet  this 
increase. 

During  the  year  but  two  labor  certificates  were  issued.  In  this 
work  we  have  been  greatly  assisted  by  the  United  States  Steel  Cor- 
poration, which  refuses  to  employ  any  one  under  sixteen  years  of 
age.  No  parent  was  fined  during  the  year  for  non-attendance  of 
pupils.    The  truant  officer  was  very  efficient  in  his  work. 

The  summer  playground  work  was  conducted  at  two  different 
places  in  the  town.  Great  interest  was  manifested  in  the  work  as 
was  shown  by  the  contributions  of  the  local  manufacturing  plants 
and  various  citizens.     An  attendance  of  over  600  was  registered. 
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This  year  the  grounds  were  fitted  on  property  belonging  to  the  school 
district.  This  plan  seems  most  satisfactory  to  the  townspeople  and 
the  work  is  conducted  with  greater  success. 

A  large  lantern  and  600  slides  were  purchased  for  the  school  by  the 
directors  at  an  approximate  cost  of  f  400.00.  Much  interest  is  added 
to  the  work  in  this  way,  particularly  in  the  teaching  of  history  and 
geography. 

The  graduating  class  this  year  numbered  14,  most  of  whom  will 
attend  higher  schools. 

The  school  board  is  to  be  commended  for  the  progressive  steps  it 
has  taken  during  the  year  in  providing  and  equipping  all  things  neces- 
sary for  the  progress  of  the  school.  It  is  the  aim  of  the  school  board 
to  meet  all  of  the  State  regulations  and  to  make  the  schools  and  their 
surroundings  the  most  wholesome  possible.  All  our  buildings  are  in 
good  repair,  equipped  with  good  class  rooms,  up-to-date  physical  and 
chemical  laboratories,  an  auditorium  with  a  seating  capacity  of  500 
and  a  splendid  gymnasium. 

The  only  hindrance  to  our  progress  was  an  over-crowded  condition. 
This  was  solved  by  the  erection  of  a  new  building,  which  was  ready 
for  occupancy  January  1st,  1915.  The  new  building  is  called  the 
James  A.  Farrell  Building  and  is  a  modern  school  house,  planned  for 
convenience,  comfort  and  hygienic  sanitation: 

The  James  A.  Farrel  Public  School  Building,  Corner  Staunton  Street 
and  Spearman  Avenue. 

This  modern  school  building  was  erected  for  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, Farrell,  Pa.,  in  1914,  and  is  a  modern  school  house  planned  for 
convenience,  comfort  and  hygienic  sanitation. 

The  basement  is  built  with  concrete  and  brick  foundation  walls 
with  stone  face  battered  walls  above  grade.  The  building  is  set 
high  enough  to  give  good  light  into  the  large  play  rooms  in  the  base- 
ment, which  are  accessible  from  the  public  hall  giving  a  centrally 
located  heating  and  ventilating  plant  and  the  rooms  completely  iso- 
lated from  the  public  places. 

The  building  is  heated  with  five  Columbus  warm  air  furnaces  and 
the  fresh  air  is  fed  into  the  building  by  means  of  a  120  inch  steel  fan, 
driven  by  a  twenty  horse  power  gas  engine.  The  heating  and  venti- 
lating is  so  arranged  to  give  a  perfect,  or  nearly  so,  heating  arrange- 
ment in  the  entire  building  that  in  zero  weather  the  difference  between 
any  two  rooms  has  not  been  over  two  degrees.  The  system  is  con- 
trolled by  a  Johnson  Service  regulation  and  humidifyers. 

There  has  been  placed  in  the  machinery  room  a  Palm  vacuum 
cleaner  machine  which  reaches  every  room  in  the  building. 
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The  first  floor  is  entered  through  an  18  foot  stone  colninned  en- 
trance with  stone  entablature  into  a  rotunda  hall,  which  is  light  and 
clear  in  every  corner,  giving  access  to  all  the  rooms  and  toilet  rooms 
on  this  floor. 

The  stairs,  continuous  from  the  entrance  to  the  second  floor,  are  of 
slate  and  iron  with  cemented  soffits  and  landings  and  the  hall  floors 
are  all  of  reinforced  concrete  closed  off  entirely  by  brick  walls,  giving 
the  highest  degree  of  safety  to  the  occupants  of  the  building. 

The  second  floor  hall  is  located  in  the  center,  giving  access  to  all 
rooms  and  toilet  rooms  of  this  floor  and  is  lighted  by  a  pressed  plate 
prism  sky  light,  giving  perfect  light  to  all  parts  and  eliminating  any 
dingy  spots  that  are  very  usual  in  school  buildings.  The  class  rooms 
are  lighted  by  means  of  continuous  bays  on  the  long  side,  giving  left 
side  lighting. 

Each  floor  contains  toilet  rooms  for  boys  and  girls  fitted  up  with 
fixtures  with  perfect  ventilation. 

Each  room  in  the  building  has  a  drinking  fountain  supplied  with 
water  from  an  artificial  well  in  the  basement.  The  pump  is  operated 
by  an  automatic  motor  and  has  proven  to  be  an  excellent  system. 

Each  class  room  has  a  large  wardrobe  sufficient  to  accommodate 
the  cloaks  of  fifty  pupils,  standing  umbrella  racks,  and  teachers  book 
cases  in  each  room. 

The  foundation  walls  are  carred  from  grade  line  to  the  under  edge 
of  a  14  inch  cut  stone  water  tabled  belt  and  above  the  belt  the  super- 
structure wall  is  built  of  art  brick,  laid  up  with  Flemish  bond  in  the 
certain  walls  and  English  bond  in  the  pilasters  and  projections. 

The  cornice  is  constructed  of  sawed  stone,  brick  dentals,  brick 
architraves,  stone  caps  and  sills  on  the  bay  and  windows.  The  fire 
wall  is  carried  up  above  the  roof  and  bedecked  with  a  series  of  battle- 
ments on  the  front  giving  significance  to  the  entrance  and  the  facade 
of  the  building. 

The  windows  are  all  hung  on  Williams'  Adjustable  pivot  sash, 
making  them  easy  to  clean  and  adjust. 

The  inscription  plate  and  entabiture  of  entrance  cornice  are  of 
cut  stone. 

On  the  first  floor  there  are  five  class  rooms,  boys  and  girls  toilet 
rooms,  private  offices  and  toilet  rooms  for  the  superintendent,  and 
private  offices  and  toilet  rooms  for  the  teachers  The  second  floor 
contains  six  class  rooms  and  boys'  and  girls'  toilet  rooms. 

The  building  is  designed  along  the  new  cube  lines  and  has  produced 
a  very  imposing  structure,  costing  $55,000.00  complete. 

The  entire  works  were  designed  and  superintended  by  E.  E.  Clepper, 
Architect,  First  National  Bank  Building,  Sharon,  Pa.,  and  Mahonino- 
Bank  Building,  Youngstown,  Ohio,  assisted  by  Superintendent  L.  R. 
Eckles  and  The  Farrel  Board  of  Education. 
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The  James  a  Farrell  Building  was  dedicated  on  December  18th, 
1914,  the  exercises  being  held  in  the  high  school  auditorium.  Ad- 
dresses were  made  by  James  A.  Farrel,  President  of  the  United  States 
Steel  Corporation,  Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  Secretary  of  the  State  Board 
of  Education,  Superintendent  J.  W.  Sweeney  of  Elk  county,  Penna., 
and  Hon.  S.  H.  Miller  of  Mercer,  Penna.  These  addresses  were  all 
along  the  line  of  school  work  and  were  highly  instructive  both  to 
citizens  and  pupils. 

In  conclusion  I  desire  to  express  our  appreciation  to  the  citizens  of 
Farrell  and  The  Department  of  Education  for  their  assistance  during 
the  school  year. 


FRANKLIN— N.  P.  Kinsley. 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  schools  under 
my  supervision  for  the  school-year  1914-15. 

The  schools  opened  for  a  nine  months'  term,  September  7,  1914,  and 
closed  Friday  June  4,  1915. 

The  whole  number  of  pupils  enrolled  was  1,780;  average  daily  at- 
tendance, 1,456,  being  an  increase  over  last  year  of  89  in  whole  number 
enrolled,  and  55  in  average  daily  attendance. 

The  final  reports  of  the  several  teachers  indicate  that  the  year's 
work  was,  on  the  whole,  well  done  with  relatively  but  few  failures  in 
the  grades;  and  that  in  the  high  school,  in  spite  of  the  very  adverse 
conditions  which  the  construction  of  a  large  addition  to  the  building 
supplied,  a  fair  year's  work  was  accomplished. 

The  only  change  in  the  school  organization  was  the  introduction  of 
the  departmental  plan  for  the  eighth  grade  pupils,  whereby  all  were 
consolidated  into  one  school  with  three  teachers.  This  proved  to  be, 
as  we  had  hoped,  a  decided  improvement. 

For  the  past  three  years  we  have  maintained  a  summer  term  of 
school  for  six  weeks,  for  the  benefit  of  those  pupils  who  failed  to  reach 
the  required  standard  of  scholarship  for  promotion,  and  in  most 
cases  those  attending  the  summer  term  have  been  able  to  make  up 
their  deficiencies,  and  retain  their  places  in  their  classes.  We  count 
the  summer  term  as  a  very  valuable  supplement  to  the  regular  term 
of  nine  months. 

During  the  year  a  large  addition  was  made  to  our  high  school  build- 
ing at  a  cost  of  about  $65,000.    This  adds  to  the  building  four  large 
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class  rooms,  two  large  basement  rooms  for  the  proposed  extension  of 
the  work  in  the  domestic  science  and  manual  training  departments, 
an  auditorium  seating  800,  and  a  gymnasium. 


GERMAN  TWP.,   (FAYETTE  COUNTY)— Herbert  Montgomery. 


We  began  our  work  for  the  school  year  with  a  two  days'  school  of 
methods.  We  found  that  this  preparation  was  of  much  practical 
benefit  to  our  teachers. 

Our  District  Institute  was  a  decided  success.  Dr.  Teitrick,  Supt. 
J.  B.  Kitchey,  of  McKeesport,  Supt.  Wright,  of  Uniontown,  and  Supt. 
Carrol,  of  the  Fayette  schools,  gave  us  some  very  helpful  lectures  dur- 
ing the  sessions  of  our  institute. 

We  have  organized  several  Parent-Teachers'  Associations  and  have 
found  that  those  associations  were  very  helpful  to  the  schools. 

The  pupils  of  Balsinger  school  held  a  corn  contest  on  November 
15th.  This  event  created  an  interest  in  establishing  corn  clubs 
throughout  the  district. 

Our  new  high  school  building  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  October 
1st.  We  have  made  arrangements  to  equip  an  Agriculaural  depart- 
ment in  connection  with  our  high  school. 

We  are  very  thankful  to  the  State  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion, to  the  Press,  and  to  the  friends  of  education  in  our  district  for 
their  valuable  assistance  during  the  past  year. 


GREENSBURG— J.  H.  Alleman. 


The  school  term  ended  on  June  10,  1915,  and  in  many  particulars 
it  was  the  most  pleasant  and  successful  during  my  entire  career  as 
a  superintendent.  Our  teaching  force  was  exceptionally  faithful  and 
competent,  pupils  were  studious  and  well-behaved,  parents  gave 
proper  encouragement  and  co-operation ;  in  fact,  the  best  possible  re- 
sults were  attained  under  the  existing  over-crowded  conditions. 
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Our  high  school,  the  departmental  grammar  building,  and  some 
grade  schools  in  the  second  and  fourth  ward  buildings  were  seriously 
over-crowded.  The  basement  rooms  in  the  high  school  building,  used 
for  recitation  purposes,  w£re  unsanitary  from  the  standpoint  of 
proper  heating,  lighting  and  ventilation.  The  departmental  grammar 
schools  had  an  average  of  forty-five  pupils  in  each  recitation,  and 
several  grade  schools  had  an  enrollment  of  sixty  pupils. 

During  the  last  two  years  our  directors  have  been  struggling  to 
find  a  solution  to  the  over-crowded  conditions,  but  at  each  step  they 
have  been  halted  by  injunctions  and  court  decisions,  unpleasant  agita- 
tion and  litigation.  Thus  while  the  rising  generation  is  "hungry  for 
bread  they  are  given  a  stone."  It  appears  that  the  most  economical 
and  satisfactory  solution  from  the  view -point  of  school  administration 
is  the  erection  of  a  Junior  high  school  building,  centrally  located, 
with  adequate  provision  for  manual  training,  domestic  science  and 
arts,  commercial  work,  etc.,  to  accomodate  grades  seven,  eight  and 
the  freshman  classes.  One  building,  so  located,  will  solve  the  problem 
in  the  entire  district  for  many  years  to  come,  while  other  plans  with 
less  effective  chances  for  organization,  would  necessitate  two  or  three 
buildings  in  various  sections  of  the  district. 

During  the  term  our  teachers  read  "Better  Schools"  and  "Con- 
flicting Principles  in  Teachiug."  These  books  were  made  the  basis  for 
discussions  at  our  grade  teachers'  meetings,  and  much  profit  was  de- 
rived. Each  year  our  teaching  force  is  growing  in  professional  spirit, 
and  as  a  consequence  we  have  greater  efficiency  in  Avork  and  results. 
During  the  past  three  years  our  directors  have  stimulated  professional 
zeal  by  purchasing  for  each  teacher  the  reports  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Educational  Association,  which  afford  valuable,  up-to-date  reading  on 
vital  educational  topics. 

Parent-Teachers'  Meetings  were  organized  during  the  year,  and 
much  profit  resulted.  Modern  educational  thought  begins  to  rec- 
ognize the  vitalizing  and  socializing  power  and  influence  of  the  school 
building  as  the  social  center  of  the  community.  Any  manufacturing 
plant  that  is  idle  from  one-third  to  one-half  of  every  year  would 
necessarily  yield  but  a  partial  and  inadequate  return  upon  the  invest- 
ment, and  the  same  is  true  of  our  school  buildings.  The  Greensburg 
Civic  Association  is  continuing  its  commendable  efforts  in  public  play- 
ground work  and  in  school  gardening,  under  the  supervision  of  Mr. 
G.  F.  Ashe  and  Miss  Mary  P.  Keenan,  respectively. 

Arbor  Day  was  observed  in  our  schools  regularly  during  the  last 
three  years  with  literary  programs  and  the  planting  of  trees.  Exer- 
cises were  rendered  commemorative  of  Thanksgiving  Day,  Washing- 
ton's and  Lincoln's  Birthday  and  Peace  Day.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
a  special  exhibit  was  given  in  manual  training,  domestic  arts,  me- 
chanical and  free  hand  drawing,  painting,  penmanship,  etc.    Parents 
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and  friends  of  education  manifested  great  interest  and  enthusiasm 
in  the  work  of  the  schools.  Public  sentiment  is  healthful  and  en- 
couraging, and  there  are  few  districts  where  the  attitude  of  the 
parents  is  so  cordial  and  harmonious  with  teachers  and  the  general 
management  of  the  schools. 

The  compulsory  attendance  law  has  been  strictly  enforced  with 
little  annoyance  to  the  attendance  officer.  No  outbreak  or  epidemic 
of  contagious  diseases  marred  the  year's  work.  Buildings  were  regu- 
larly fumigated  and  every  precaution  was  taken  to  keep  them  health- 
ful, pleasant  and  inviting.  School  janitors  are  seldom'  mentioned  in 
annual  school  reports,  but  we  are  gratified  to  say  that  we  have  had 
the  best  force  of  janitors  in  the  State. 

About  2,000  volumes  were  added  to  the  high  school  and  public 
school  library.  The  extension  of  the  library  for  use  in  the  grade 
schools  has  stimulated  greater  interest  in  reading,  especially  among 
the  pupils  of  the  grade  schools.  Aside  from  the  libraries  of  the  larger 
cities,  we  have  the  best  furnished  library  in  western  Pennsylvania. 

Athletics  in  the  high  school  has  received  perhaps  more  than  its 
proportionate  share  of  enthusiasm  and  support.  We  would  not  dis- 
courage athletic  sports,  but  if  physical  development  is  the  aim,  we 
should  manifest  similar  interest  in  the  culture  of  the  many  instead  of 
the  few.  From  the  primary  grades  to  the  end  of  the  high  school 
course,  for  both  sexes,  we  need  well-regulated,  systematic  exercises 
under  the  guiding  hand  of  a  specialist. 

Our  graduating  class,  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  school,  num- 
bered 129  pupils, — 68  girls  and  61  boys.  The  commencement  exercises 
were  ideal — absent  of  all  rowdyism  and  hoodlumism,  an  evidence 
that  real  education  implies  courtesy,  refinement  and  culture  in  the 
truest  sense  of  the  term. 


GREENVrLLE— G.  B.  Gerberich. 


During  the  past  year  no  striking  results  have  been  secured  in 
school  work  but  the  work  has  progressed  along  many  lines  of  en- 
deavor. Plans  that  had  been  laid  for  some  special  development  were 
cut  short  by  a  scarlet  fever  epidemic  which  closed  the  schools  for 
more  than  four  weeks  during  a  part  of  February  and  March — some  of 
the  very  best  time  of  the  whole  school  year.  A  part  of  this  time  was 
made  up  by  extending  the  term  but  the  break  in  work  that  was  made 
could  not  be  completely  repaired.  For  the  rest  of  the  year  we  felt 
the  effects  very  keenly.    All  we  could  hope  to  do  was  to  complete  in 
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a  more  modified  form  the  most  important  work  laid  out.  Pupils  were 
promoted  on  a  slightly  lower  standard  than  in  previous  years.  For 
two  years  in  succession  our  efforts  were  impeded  on  account  of  con- 
tagious diseases.    We  hope  the  next  one  will  be  a  long  way  off. 

Our  schools  have  been  growing  in  number  each  year.  A  year  ago 
our  enrollment  was  1,410.  This  past  year  it  was  1,525,  an  increase 
of  over  100.  This  is  beginning  to  crowd  our  building  capacity  beyond 
satisfactory  conditions.  It  strongly  emphasizes  the  pressing  need  for 
a  new  building.  The  growth  of  the  high  school  shows  the  same  condi- 
tions. 

Our  barest  needs  are  a  commodious  new  building  to  replace  a  fifty 
year  old  grade  building,  "and  an  increase  in  the  teaching  force  to  re- 
duce the  number  of  pupils  per  teacher.  Two  additional  grade  teachers 
have  been  employed  for  the  ensuing  year  to  relieve  this  condition. 

We  hope  to  get  plans  under  way  for  a  new  high  school  building 
which  shall  be  commodious  enough  to  relieve  any  crowding  for  the 
next  ten  years  by  taking  the  pupils  of  the  upper  elementary  grades 
and  forming  something  of  a  Junior  high  school.  In  addition  to  this 
our  needs  are  felt  in  giving  our  pupils  both  in  the  grades  and  high 
school  a  larger  outlook  in  library,  physical,  manual,  and  industrial 
training,  domestic  science,  agriculture,  civic  consciousness  and  social 
refinement.  We  are  not  using  our  school  plants  to  their  fullest 
capacity  but  we  are  loath  to  use  these  in  their  clothes  of  a  quarter  of 
a  century  ago.  We  will  hail  with  delight  the  day  when  one  after  the 
other  these  needs  have  become  a  fact.  Our  citizens  feel  a  pride  in 
their  town,  its  natural  beauty,  its  industrial  enterprises,  its  religious 
atmosphere,  its  institution  of  higher  learning,  and  the  same  feeling 
will,  I  am  sure,  continue  to  express  itself  in  its  schools. 

The  agricultural  awakening  in  the  county  as  it  evidences  itself  in 
corn  clubs,  canning  clubs,  granges,  agricultural  and  industrial  courses 
in  schools'  stockbreeders'  organizations  etc.,  shows  the  tendency  of 
the  times  in  connecting  the  home  and  the  school  with  the  best  life  and 
future  welfare  of  the  community.  The  same  spirit  of  helpfulness  to 
everybody  in  all  walks  must  find  expression  in  town  and  city  through 
the  social,  civic,  and  industrial  regeneration  of  urban  life.  The  pub- 
lic schools  are  the  most  suitable  avenues  by  which  much  of  this  can  be 
accomplished.  The  strictly  educational  has  been  well  taken  care  of 
for  those  people  who  have  gotten  into  the  schools  long  enough,  but 
those  who  are  beyond  school  age  and  those  who  have  drifted  away 
from  its  influences  before  their  proper  school  age  and  work  was  com- 
pleted, need  the  efforts  of  the  better  people  of  a  whole  community  to 
give  them  the  desire  for  self  improvement  and  the  accomplishment  of 
it.  This  is  a  large  field  and  a  very  desirable  one  for  every  community. 
We  are  doing  some  work  towards  accomplishing  it,  but  much  remains 
to  be  done. 
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HANOVER— Oden  0.  Gortner. 


This  report  notes  the  progress  made  in  the  Hanover  public  schools 
during  the  first  year  of  the  present  administration.  The  chief  problem 
for  the  superintendent  who  came  here  a  perfect  stranger  to  the  com- 
munity was  to  get  in  touch  with  persons  and  things,  to  know  the 
patrons,  directors,  teachers  and  pupils,  and  to  build  on  the  sure  foun- 
dations laid  by  his  predecessors.  This  he  has  attempted  to  do  with 
zeal  and  earnestness,  tempered  by  good  judgment  and  common  sense, 
and  an  inherent  love  for  the  work.  The  school  year  which  ended  June 
first  has  been  one  of  steady  progress  and  good  results.  No  serious 
disease  has  interrupted  the  attendance  of  the  pupils.  While  con- 
siderable pressure  had  to  be  used  to  convince  certain  parents  of  the 
meaning  of  the  Compulsory  School  Law,  only  one  conviction  was 
necessary  to  compel  absolute  obedience  to  its  requirements.  With 
but  a  few  exceptions  our  teachers  are  both  trained  and  experienced. 
They  have  been  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties  in  the  school 
room  and  have  freely  co-operated  with  the  superintendent  in  effecting 
those  little  reforms  that  make  for  efficient  results. 

During  the  summer  a  number  of  our  teachers  were  in  attendance  at 
the  State  College  summer  school,  seeking  to  improve  themselves  pro- 
fessionally. This  is  a  most  commendable  spirit  and  is  bound  to  tell 
in  the  actual  work  of  teaching  and  in  the  teacher's  attitude  toward 
her  profession. 

In  this  connection  we  should  like  to  emphasize  the  proposition  that 
all  teachers,  whether  normal  school  or  college  graduates,  owe  it  to 
themselves  and  to  their  constituents  to  attend  a  good  summer  school 
once  every  four  years.  Teaching  early  exhausts  the  nervous  force, 
sours  the  disposition,  hardens  the  spirit,  and  tends  to  get  one  into 
a  rut.  The  summer  school  revitalizes  professional  life,  gives  a  teacher 
a  new  vision  of  herself  and  her  work,  and  brings  back  in  methods  and 
results  ample  returns  for  the  time,  money  and  effort  expended. 

Under  the  efficient  teaching  and  able  supervision  of  Miss  Carrie  M. 
Cramp,  supervisor  of  music  in  the  public  schools,  commendable  pro- 
gress has  been  made  in  music,  both  in  the  grades  and  in  the  high 
school.  Once  a  week  the  supervisor  of  music  teacbes  the  music  lesson 
in  each  school,  with  the  teacher  observing  and  assisting.  Frequent 
conferences  with  teachers  about  methods  and  plans  for  teaching  the 
subject  and  suggestions  for  overcoming  the  difficulties  that  arise  have 
brought  splendid  results. 
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At  intervals  during  the  spring  term  grade  concerts  were  given  in 
public  and  the  children  showed  great  proficiency  in  reading  music  and 
in  sight  singing.  These  concerts  were  held  in  the  high  school  audi- 
torium before  large  and  appreciative  audiences.  Besides  adding 
pleasure  to  the  home  and  the  social  circle  music  hath  charms  to 
smooth  out  unruly  tempers  and  disordered  feelings. 

The  grade  concerts  were  followed  by  a  presentation  of  Pinafore,  a 
musical  comedy,  by  the  students  of  the  high  school  under  the  direction 
of  the  Senior  Class.  Here,  too,  the  work  in  music  was  of  a  high  order 
and  not  only  surprised  and  delighted  the  parents  but  clearly  demon- 
strated that  the  time  and  money  spent  in  the  study  of  music  are  truly 
justified. 

State  High  school  inspector,  James  G.  Pentz,  visited  and  inspected 
the  high  school  and  conferred  with  the  superintendent  regarding 
changes  in  the  course  of  study  necessary  to  make  the  Hanover  high 
school  a  standard  four  year  high  school  with  the  most  modern  and 
approved  list  of  regular  and  elective  studies.  This  matter  will  have 
the  thoughtful  and  serious  consideration  of  the  superintendent  and 
the  school  board  and  a  course  of  study  to  meet  the  needs  of  our  youth 
will  be  arranged  and  put  into  operation  at  the  beginning  of  the  next 
school  term. 

The  most  notable  educational  event  of  the  year  was  the  campaign 
for  a  new  high  school  building.  There  were  frequent  conferences  on 
the  subject  between  the  superintendent  and  the  school  directors. 
Public  meetings  were  held  and  largely  attended  by  tax  payers  and 
patrons  interested  in  better  school  advantages  for  their  children. 
These  meetings  were  addressed  by  such  well  known  educators  of  the 
Commonwealth  as,  Dr.  Howard  Lehman,  Principal  of  the  Shippens- 
burg  State  Normal  School,  Dr.  P.  M.  Harbold,  Principal  of  the  Millers- 
ville  State  Normal  School,  Dr.  W.  A.  Granville,  President  Pennsyl- 
vania College,  Gettysburg,  Dr.  Edwin  Erie  Sparks,  President  of  State 
College,  and  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  State  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction.  After  a  strenuous  educational  campaign  the  proposition 
to  bond  the  district  for  the  sum  of  eighty-five  thousand  dollars  with 
which  to  build  and  equip  a  modern  high  school  was  put  up  to  the 
vote  of  the  electorate  of  the  borough  and  was  carried  by  one  hundred 
majority.  Hanover  is  thus  assured  of  a  first  class  high  school  build- 
ing ready  for  use  during  the  school  year  of  1910-17. 

When  the  new  building  is  occupied  the  rooms  made  vacant  by  the 
present  high  school  will  be  turned  over  to  the  seventh  and  eighth 
grades  and  a  "Junior  high  school"  will  be  established.  This  means 
that  two  extra  rooms  in  each  of  the  other  grade  buildings  will  be 
vacated  and  can  be  used  to  relieve  the  crowded  condition  of  the 
lower  grades. 
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Having  accomplished  these  changes,  conditions  for  graduation, 
management  and  teaching  in  the  public  schools  of  this  borough  will  be 
almost  ideal.  With  a  wide-awake  school  board,  an  energetic  super- 
intendent, a  corps  of  efficient  teachers,  sufficient  well  arranged  school 
rooms,  adequate  equipment,  an  up-to-date  course  of  study,  and  a 
wholesome  community  spirit,  the  Hanover  youth  will  surely  come 
into  their  own  rightful  inheritance. 


HAIIRISBUEG— F.  E.  Downes. 


The  past  year  has  been  one  of  steady  growth  and  improvement. 
More  than  two  hundred  of  our  teachers  attended  university  extension 
lectures  throughout  the  winter  and  practically  all  the  remainder  were 
engaged  in  systematic  class  study  of  some  kind.  A  number  will 
attend  summer  schools  this  year.  Increased  district  supervision  has 
been  of  great  value  in  unifying  and  systematizing  the  work  of  both 
pupils  and  teachers.  More  frequent  oral  and  written  tests  have  been 
given  than  ever  before  and  the  results  carefully  noted  and  compared. 
New  and  inexperienced  teachers  have  been  given  special  attention  and 
assistance  through  this  increased  supervisory  service.  Particular 
stress  has  been  laid  upon  reading  and  penmanship. 

Two  additional  Parent-Teachers'  Associations  were  organized,  mak- 
ing a  total  of  eleven  now  in  active  operation.  In  addition  to  monthly 
meetings  of  these  societies  during  the  winter,  several  thousand  patrons 
and  friends  visited  the  schools  on  our  special  visiting  days.  More 
than  five  thousand  persons  visited  the  Technical  high  school  on  the 
evening  of  the  open  session  of  this  institution. 

The  board  fosters  and  maintains  an  annual  grammar  school  field 
meet,  in  which  all  the  grammar  schools  of  the  city  take  part.  Tt  is 
estimated  that  more  than  eight  thousand  persons  were  in  attendance 
this  year.  All  schools  have  athletic  organizations  under  faculty  con- 
trol. The  board  has  adopted  rules  for  the  government  of  the  athletic 
activities  of  the  high  schools. 

Departmental  teaching  in  the  higher  grammar  grades  is  in  vogue  in 
one  of  our  largest  buildings.  The  experiment  has  been  successful.  It 
is  planned  later  to  centralize  all  our  seventh  and  eighth  grades,  and, 
when  this  is  accomplished,  departmental  work  will  be  extended.  All 
our  high  school  wrork  is  conducted  on  the  departmental  plan. 
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Harrisburg  has  no  recently  adopted  rules  on  the  matter  of  examina- 
tions and  promotions.  The  rules  in  vogue  for  a  number  of  years  per- 
mit of  promotion  without  examination  as  follows: 

In  the  sixth  and  seventh  grades  and  to  the  next  grade,  an  average 
in  all  studies  of  75  per  cent,  is  required,  with  not  less  than  65  per  cent, 
in  any  study  pursued. 

In  lower  grades,  an  average  of  70  per  cent,  is  required,  with  not  less 
than  60  per  cent,  in  any  study  pursued. 

All  pupils  in  the  above  grades  who  have  not  met  the  standards 
mentioned,  are  examined,  as  are  also  pupils  in  the  eighth  grade  for 
admission  to  the  high  school,  and  all  students  in  the  high  schools. 

Our  work  with  exceptional  children  continues  as  in  past  years. 
Schools  for  the  gifted  and  schools  for  the  mentally  deficient  have  been 
maintained.  Also  two  open  air  schools  are  maintained  under  the  de- 
partment of  medical  inspection.  A  dental  clinic  has  been  added  to 
this  department  during  the  year. 

One  new  building  has  been  erected  at  an  approximate  cost  of 
|90,000.  In  addition  to  twelve  class  rooms,  this  school  is  provided 
with  all  facilities  for  social  centre  work,  including  auditorium,  gymna- 
sium, and  rooms  for  domestic  science  and  manual  training.  Another 
building  of  approximately  the  same  size,  cost  and  equipment  is  about 
to  be  erected  in  the  upper  section  of  the  city.  Both  of  these  schools 
will  have  ample  playgrounds. 

Harrisburg  has  been  one  of  the  few  cities  in  recent  years  holding 
to  a  nine  grade  elementary  system.  By  action  of  the  board  during 
the  year,  the  ninth  grade  has  been  abandoned.  Also,  plans  for  semi- 
annual promotions  and  a  complete  individual  card  record  system  were 
authorized. 

A  person,  known  as  teacher-advisor,  is  employed  in  the  general 
high  school,  whose  duties  include  personal  welfare  work  among  the 
high  school  girls.  This  work  has  been  very  gratifying.  Hundreds  of 
personal  conferences  have  been  held,  both  with  the  girls  themselves 
and  with  mothers  in  their  homes.  Causes  for  failure  and  for  leaving 
school  have  been  inquired  into.  Much  vocational  guidance  work  also 
has  been  done.  In  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  personal  interests 
of  our  high  school  girls  the  teacher-advisor  has  been  a  helpful  factor. 

While  we  are  able  to  report  gratifying  progress  in  these  particulars, 
there  are  several  matters  that  need  attention.  Among  our  most  press- 
ing needs  might  be  mentioned  a  new  high  school,  greater  development 
in  evening  school  work,  both  academic  and  vocational,  and  the  exten- 
sion of  manual  work  in  the  elementary  grades. 
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HA  ZLETON— David  A.   Harman. 


Hazleton  continues  its  normal  growth  of  the  past  and  therefore 
necessitates  the  erection  of  additional  school  buildings  and  an  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  teachers  employed.  Since  1892  we  have 
erected  five  school  buildings  at  a  cost  of  over  $300,000  and  contain- 
ing eighty- two  (82)  schoolrooms.  We  are  completing  another  in 
time  for  the  opening  of  the  1915-16  term,  that  will  cost  us  about 
$90,000  furnished,  and  which  contains  twenty-four  (24)  rooms,  and 
in  addition,  a  gymnasium,  principal's  office,  teachers'  room,  and  a 
small  assembly  room.  We  have  almost  reached  the  limit  of  our 
borrowing  capacity  and  shall  have  to  go  to  the  people  in  the  No- 
vember election  for  permission  to  exceed  the  two  per  cent,  limit 
fixed  by  the  School  Code,  to  get  money  to  erect  another  24-roomed 
building  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  city. 

The  Departmental  work  introduced  into  three  of  the  largest 
school  buildings  two  years  ago  is  now  a  component  part  of  our 
school  system.  The  idea  was  taken  from  the  Gary  system  and 
adopted,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  our  conditions.  We  are  handi- 
capped because  of  lack  of  large  buildings,  gymnasiums,  large  play- 
grounds and  school  gardens;  there  is  so  much  value  in  other  de- 
partments, however,  that  we  shall  introduce  it  into  the  24-roomed 
building  that  we  expect  to  occupy  in  September. 

Teachers  in  the  system  are  divided  into  academic  and  special 
teachers.  Each  academic  teacher  has  two  schools  of  the  same 
grade — each  coming  to  her  an  hour  and  a  half  at  a  time.  The  spe- 
cial teachers  are  those  for  music,  drawing,  writing,  science  or 
nature  study,  industrial  work  in  the  third,  fourth  and  fifth  grades, 
sewing  from  the  fifth  grade  to  the  eighth  inclusive,  cooking  from 
sixth  to  eighth  inclusive,  and  manual  training  in  the  same  grades. 

The  special  teachers  are  nearly  all  from  the  regular  city  corps 
and  have  prepared  themselves  during  vacations  in  summer  schools 
and  receive  the  same  pay,  except  for  certain  forms  of  industrial 
work,  that  academic  teachers  get.  The  school  district  pays  half  the 
expenses  of  attendance  upon  approved  summer  schools,  out  of  what 
is  saved  to  the  district  by  the  system. 

A  long  chapter  might  be  written  upon  the  advantages  of  the  De- 
partmental system  and  criticisms  upon  it.  Time  will  be  necessary 
to  demonstrate  fully  its  merits  and  demerits;  it  is  an  experiment 
that  gives  us  special  teachers  at  no  additional  cost  and  we  are  will- 
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ing  to  contribute  time  and  labor  in  working  out  programs  that  are 
so  full  of  helpfulness  to  the  boys  and  girls  who  could  not  otherwise 
get  the  advantages  furnished  by  them. 

The  evening  schools  were  again  conducted  with  even  more  suc- 
cess than  during  the  term  of  1913-14.  The  principal  is  elected  for 
the  full  school  term  and  is  expected,  therefore,  to  have  everything 
in  readiness  for  its  opening  and  to  "follow  up"  the  students  as 
much  as  possible  during  the  term  and  after  its  close.  Everything 
is  taught  in  the  evening  school  that  is  found  in  the  course  of  study 
for  the  day  school,  if  enough  students  to  form  a  class  ask  for  the 
branch. 

Our  School  Board  has  recently  let  contracts  for  tearing  out  the 
Smead-Wills  system  of  heat  and  ventilating  in  the  old  high  school 
building  and  installing  in  its  place  the  system  of  the  Monarch  Ven- 
tilator Company.  The  basement  will  be  remodeled  so  that  we  can 
install  shops  for  an  enlargement  of  the  "industrial  course  for  boys," 
which  has  lately  been  adopted  by  the  School  Board.  They  have 
also  provided  a  four  years'  course  in  "Household  Arts"  for  the  girls 
of  the  high  school. 

These  and  other  progressive  acts  of  our  directors  speak  volumes 
for  their  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  vouth  of  Hazleton. 


HAZLE  TOWNSHIP   (Luzerne  County)— Joseph  B.  Gabrio. 


Joint  Public  Library. 

Appreciating  the  need  of  library  facilities  in  Hazle  township,  the 
school  district  has  for  several  years  contributed  to  the  support  of 
the  Hazleton  Public  Library,  and,  in  return,  residents  of  the  town- 
ship have  been  granted  the  use  of  the  library. 

Last  year  the  appropriation  was  increased  to  $1,000,  and  travel- 
ing libraries  were  sent  to  seven  of  the  township  schools.  These  col- 
lections were  intended  for  the  children  who  cannot  so  readily  come 
to  the  library  in  Hazleton. 

The  books  were  selected  by  the  librarian,  after  consultation  with 
the  principals ;  each  collection  containing,  besides  popular  story  and 
fairy  books,  books  of  nature,  history,  useful  arts,  biography,  etc. 

A  member  of  the  library  staff  visited  each  school  to  which  a  col- 
lection was  sent  and  gave  instruction  in  the  method  of  circulating 
the  books. 

The  enthusiasm  of  the  teachers  and  the  interest  of  the  students 
was  most  gratifying,  proving  conclusively  that  a  long  felt  want 
had  been  supplied. 
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At  Harwood,  there  was  an  immediate  demand  for  books  for  adults, 
and  the  library  very  gladly  sent  a  second  collection  of  interesting 
books  for  older  people. 

The  books  circulated  constantly,  and  upon  the  closing  of  the 
schools,  a  large  number  of  the  readers  expressed  a  desire  to  draw 
books  from  the  library  in  Hazleton  during  the  summer  months. 

Evening  Schools. 

I  consider  the  subject  of  evening  schools  one  of  great  importance. 
This  year  we  had  12  schools  in  operation.  Average  number  of 
months  taught,  2.6.  Salaries  $25.00  per  month.  Total  amount  paid 
for  teachers'  wages,  $775.00.  Contingent  expenses,  $123.76.  Number 
of  males  scholars,  281.  Number  of  female  scholars,  36.  Total  317. 
Average  evening  attendance  per  school,  15.  Average  percentage  of 
attendance,  78.     Cost  of  each  scholar  per  month,  $1.20. 

High  School. 

The  commercial  course,  established  at  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
has  been  a  popular  addition  to  our  high  school  courses. 

The  course  extends  over  four  years,  and  one  year  of  algebra  and 
two  years  of  Latin  and  German  are  required.  It  is  our  purpose  to 
provide  the  best  that  this  course  signifies. 

Provisions  have  been  made  whereby  students  are  permitted  to 
elect  their  entire  course. 

This  is  done  to  accommodate  those  who  are  advanced  in  years 
and  cannot  spend  more  than  two  years  in  the  high  school. 

They  have  touched  life  and  realizing  their  needs,  seek  specific 
preparation  for  specific  purposes.  We  find  them  to  be  very  earnest 
and  very  desirable  students. 

We  are  glad  to  receive  them. 

Thirty-seven  boys  and  forty-one  girls  entered  the  examinations 
for  admission  to  the  high  school. 

This  is  the  largest  class  to  apply  for  admission  in  the  history  of 
the  high  school. 

It  is  only  natural  to  expect  a  gradual  increase  from  year  to  year, 
when  one  reflects  upon  the  fact  that  educational  efforts  in  a  com- 
munity will  inevitably  produce  some  results. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  these  results  show  that  our  patrons 
appreciate  the  advantages  the  district  offers  through  its  various 
courses  in  the  high  school;  it  also  shows  that  our  alumni  are  friends 
of  the  high  school  in  that  they  encourage  its  support,  having  them- 
selves realized  its  invaluable  opportunities. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  witness  the  growth  of  such  educational  senti- 
ment in  our  district. 
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HOMESTEAD— Lan dis  Tanger. 


The  benefits  a  school  system  may  derive  from  the  experiences  of  a 
year's  work  depends  npon  the  amount  of  serious  reflection,  construc- 
tive thinking  and  co-operative  action  of  school  officials,  supervisors 
and  teachers.  The  many  interests  and  the  struggle  that  prevails  in 
our  great  industrial  center  may  tend  to  reduce  the  amount  of  seri- 
our  reflection  on  the  part  of  some  teachers,  but  these  conditions 
may  also  furnish  an  abundance  of  stimulus  for  constructive  thought 
and  healthful  activity  among  those  who  find  problems  in  such  en- 
vironment. 

Among  the  agencies  that  make  for  imx>rovement  and  professional 
growth  in  our  community  are:  a  free  library  which  is  supplied  with 
the  best  professional  literature  as  well  as  an  abundance  of  books 
covering  the  entire  field  of  literature,  the  evening  and  Saturday 
courses  for  teachers  offered  by  the  University  of  Pittsburgh,  and 
the  professional  and  literary  clubs  of  this  district.  Almost  every 
teacher  in  the  corps  visited  schools  in  other  districts  and  reported 
their  observations  in  the  ward  teachers'  meetings. 

During  the  year  the  most  constructive  agency  in  this  line  of  work 
was  our  District  Institute,  organized  for  the  first  time  this  term. 
Our  group  of  teachers  was  large  enough  to  maintain  the  enthusiasm 
that  prevails  in  many  County  Institutes,  and  at  the  same  time  the 
corps  of  teachers  was  small  enough  to  adapt  instruction  to  many 
concrete  problems  that  are  common  to  the  experiences  of  all  our 
teachers.  That  phase  of  the  work  which  takes  the  form  of  confer- 
ence put  our  teachers  on  their  initiative  and  made  them  participants 
rather  than  passive  listeners.  Then  again,  the  intermission  and  the 
institute  luncheon  furnished  an  opportunity  for  the  instructors  and 
the  teachers  to  meet  on  the  ground  of  good  fellowship  which  proved 
decidedly  uplifting.  With  our  group  of  teachers  we  can  place  this 
question  for  the  consideration  of  every  teacher:  "How  can  we  make 
our  institutes  more  vital?" 

Under  the  direction  of  the  supervising  principals  the  teachers 
read  and  discussed  weekly  phases  of  Gregory's  "Better  Schools."  In 
connection  with  this  work  reports  were  made  from  current  maga- 
zine articles  that  dealt  with  school  work.  During  the  coming  year 
the  teachers  will  read  and  'discuss  subjects  of  the  nature  of  "The 
Best  Methods  for  Memorizing"  as  trea.ted  by  various  authors.  This 
material  is  accessible  in  the  public  library  which  gives  ample  facility 
for  that  kind  of  work. 
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Our  grade  meetings  give  opportunities  for  growth.  In  the  free 
discussion  of  some  investigations  along  the  line  of  grading  composi- 
tion papers  we  began  to  see  the  necessity  of  analyzing  our  work.  We 
made  a  comparison  of  the  grades;  eight  fifth-grade  teachers  placed 
eight  sets  of  compositions  selected  from  their  own  schools.  The  dis- 
cussions that  arose  when  the  graphs  and  figures  were  presented 
that  showed  the  varying  values  different  teachers  give  the  same 
piece  of  work  and  even  the  varying  values  a  teacher  would  place  on 
the  same  composition  at  different  times,  was  evidence  that  the 
teachers  should  begin  to  feel  that  our  methods  of  evaluating  work 
need  reorganization.  A  study  on  the  most  efficient  method  of  com- 
mitting the  poem  ''Treasure  Trove"  produced  an  awakening  among 
the  teachers  of  the  fourth  grade  when  it  was  found  that  memorizing 
by  wholes  seemed  to  be  the  most  economical  method.  The  reports 
of  each  teacher  on  the  processes  that  were  followed  from  the  time 
the  poem  was  presented  until  it  was  committed  by  all  the  pUpils  of 
the  schools  were  typed  and  submitted  to  each  teacher  for  study. 
These  papers  were  then  discussed  in  open  meeting  with  keen  in- 
terest. 

This  kind  of  work  places  before  the  teachers  the  opportunity  to 
study  together  their  common  problems  and  to  think  them  in  the 
concrete.  Our  teachers  entered  this  work  with  good  spirit  and  the 
discussions  had  a  tendency  to  produce  in  them  an  attitude  of  open 
mindedness  and  a  desire  to  read  some  of  experiments  that  give  a 
psychological  basis  for  more  efficient  methods.  Working  from  this 
basis  we  can  say  that  our  teachers  are  taking  in  their  own  hands 
the  control  of  the  things  that  will  make  for  their  improvement  and 
professional  growth. 

"Come  Out  to  See  Us  Work." 

With  the  belief  that  the  parents  of  boys  and  girls  are  interested 
in  the  activities  of  school  children  while  they  are  pursuing  the  regu- 
lar school  work,  we  asked  the  boys  and  girls  to  write  a  note  asking 
them  to  "Come  Out  to  See  Us  Work."  The  parents  responded  to 
these  invitations  and  were  interested  in  the  work  of  the  children 
as  it  is  carried  on  from  day  to  day.  At  the  close  of  the  session 
all  the  parents  assembled  in  one  of  the  school  rooms  and  discussed 
informally  with  the  teachers  and  the  principal  a  number  of  prob- 
lems that  teachers  and  parents  interpret  differently.  Here  the  teach- 
ers had  the  opportunity  to  talk  over  vital  problems  with  the  heads 
of  the  homes  from  which  their  boys  and  girls  come.  The  influence 
of  this  effort  will  grow  and  will  develop  a  healthful  spirit  of  co- 
operation. 
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Material    Improvements. 

During  the  year  seven  school  rooms  were  added  by  building  an 
addition  to  the  Second  Ward  school  building.  These  rooms  will  be 
filled  this  year  and  the  district  will  in  the  near  future  face  the 
problem  of  over-crowded  schools  unless  steps  are  taken  to  accom- 
modate the  increasing  numbers  of  children  that  we  must  school. 

The  district,  during  the  past  year,  repaired  thoroughly  two  of 
its  buildings  and  during  the  present  summer  two  more  buildings 
are  undergoing  extensive  repairs.  This  indicates  a  hopeful  trend 
of  attitude  on  the  part  of  our  School  Board,  to  provide  attractive 
school  surroundings  for  the  children. 


HUNTINGDON— William   M.    Kife. 


The  year  1914-1915  was  attended  with  commendable  progress, 
especially  in  material  things.  In  December  we  dedicated  our  new 
thirteen-room  Alfarata  building,  built  on  an  enlarged  site,  and 
equipped  with  the  newest  and  best  appliances  for  heating  and  ven- 
tilating. Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  of  Harrisburg,  was  present  and  de- 
livered the  address  of  dedication.  On  this  occasion  the  citizens  of 
the  town  evidenced  their  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  schools  in 
presenting  to  the  Alfarata  school  a  new  victrola  and  records.  Camp 
No.  321,  P.  O.  S.  of  A.,  gave  a  large  American  flag,  and  the  local 
council  of  the  Jr.  O.  U.  A.  M.  furnished  each  school  of  the  new  build- 
ing with  a  Bible  for  use  in  opening  exercises.  Later  in  the  year  the 
schools  of  the  William  Smith  building  received  their  gift  victrola 
and  records.  Mrs.  J.  C.  Blair  gave  the  high  school  two  large  framed 
pictures  portraying  the  "Evolution  of  the  Book."  We  enlarged  our 
school  library  and  provided  better  facilities  for  laboratory  work  in 
science. 

February  18  we  organized  a  parent-teacher  association.  This  or- 
ganization held  several  interesting  meetings  during  the  remaining 
months  of  the  term.  At  the  last  of  these  meetings  Mr.  Theo.  C. 
Jackson,  one  of  our  progressive  patrons,  spoke  constructively  on  the 
subject  of  School  Playgrounds.  Plans  for  securing  a  suitable  plot 
of  ground  for  this  school  activity  are  now  being  worked  out. 

The  local  Civic  Club  assumed  charge  of  the  school  gardens. 
Through  the  aid  of  the  superintendent  and  teachers  more  than  600 
gardeners  enrolled  for  this  activity.  Perhaps  a  thousand  children 
are  members  of  the  Bird  Club. 
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Our  schools  have  grown  in  size.  We  found  it  necessary  to  employ 
an  additional  teacher  in  the  high  school  and  to  organize  another 
school  in  the  grades.  This  brings  the  total  number  of  our  teachers 
up  to  36. 

Our  percentage  of  attendance  is  high.  The  law  requiring  com- 
pulsory attendance  was  carefully  enforced,  and  there  were  no  wide- 
spread epidemics  of  children's  diseases  to  interfere.  A  great  many 
pupils  had  perfect  attendance  for  the  term. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  and  to  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction we  are  indebted  for  co-operation  and  courtesy. 


JEANNETTE— E.   W.   Lon£. 


Our  schools  opened  last  September  with  an  increase  of  38  in 
the  total  enrollment.  Every  room  in  the  system  was  crowded  to  its 
limit  throughout  the  year.  The  town  is  growing  rapidly  and  the 
necessity  of  building  is  becoming  evident.  We  hope  to  erect  a  new 
high  school  building  suitable  in  size  and  equipment  to  take  care 
of  the  needs  of  modern  secondary  instruction. 

We  realize  the  need  in  our  high  school  of  adapting  our  course 
of  study  to  the  practical  needs  of  the  community.  There  is  a  grow- 
ing desire  for  manual  training  and  domestic  science  but  these  are 
impossible  with  our  congested  school  conditions.  Our  courses  were 
modified  however  last  year  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  different  pupils 
as  far  as  we  were  able.  We  now  offer  a  college  preparatory,  a  gen- 
eral and  a  commercial  course.  During  the  last  year  we  organized 
rival  literary  societies  in  the  high  school  and  the  debates  were 
especially  interesting  and  profitable.  A  glee  club  and  boys'  quartet 
were  organized  in  the  music  department.  The  music  course  in  our 
schools  is  particularly  strong.  Emphasis  is  placed  in  the  first  grade 
upon  the  artistic  side  although  careful  attention  is  also  given  to 
the  technical  side.  By  the  time  pupils  reach  the  eighth  grade  a  re- 
markable degree  of  proficiency  is  developed  in  sight  reading  and 
music  writing.  These  organizations  are  a  great  help  in  training 
pupils  for  the  social  relations  they  will  meet  in  life. 
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In  response  to  a  growing  demand  the  School  Board  opened  a 
night  school  in  October.  While  the  attendance  diminished  rapidly 
toward  the  close,  the  average  attendance  was  good  and  the  school 
proved  itself  a  great  benefit  to  the  community.  The  school  was  in 
special  favor  with  the  foreign  population.  The  board  arranged  most 
efficiently  for  assuming  its  share  in  the  great  task  of  Americanizing 
the  alien  elements  in  our  midst. 

Our  free  medical  inspection  was  carried  out  this  year  in  the  same 
efficient  manner  that  has  characterized  it  for  the  past  six  years. 
We  feel  that  the  type  of  inspection  offered  here  is  worthy  of  the 
attention  it  has  received  from  the  State  and  Nation.  The  profes- 
sional services  that  are  given  gratuitously  to  the  board  for  this 
work  are  of  the  highest  type  and  the  voluntary  nature  of  it  tends 
to  prevent  it  from  becoming  perfunctory.  The  statistics  that  have 
been  collected  show  that  the  inspection  has  done  much  for  the  gen- 
eral health  of  the  children.  It  is  difficult  to  determine  just  to  what 
extent  the  improved  physical  conditions  have  aided  in  the  intel- 
lectual work  of  the  school.  The  immediate  benefit  that  comes  from 
the  inspection  is  the  emphasis  placed  upon  the  care  of  the  body.  Wre 
want  to  teach  through  the  results  of  the  inspection  that  the  develop- 
ment of  a  sound  body  should  be  sought  with  the  development  of  a 
sound  mind.  The  summary  of  the  inspection  for  the  year  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

Number  of  pupils  examined,  1,600;  poorly  nourished,  8  per  cent; 
not  vaccinated,  26  per  cent.;  deviated  septum,  2£  per  cent.;  en- 
large turbinates,  9  per  cent. ;  nasal  spur,  2  per  cent. ;  rhinitis,  6  per 
cent.;  enlarged  tonsils,  24^  per  cent.;  adenoids,  15  per  cent.;  de- 
fective ears,  7  per  cent. ;  pediculi,  2^  per  cent. ;  defective  eyes,  20  per 
cent.;  dental  defects,  50  per  cent. 

Our  schools  are  in  good  condition.  It  is  our  hope  however  to  or- 
ganize a  little  more  definitely  the  course  of  study.  The  call  for  ef- 
ficiency is  heard  on  all  sides.  By  reorganizing  our  course,  by  clearly 
outlining  the  minimum  essentials  in  each  subject,  we  hope  to  in- 
troduce into  the  schools  something  of  that  type  of  business  efficiency 
that  is  prevalent  about  us. 

In  the  new  situations  here  which  I  have  to  meet  and  in  those  I 
have  met,  I  wish  to  acknowledge  most  gratefully  the  advice  that  I 
have  received  from  the  department  and  to  express  my  appreciation 
of  the  loyal  support  that  has  been  given  by  my  board. 
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JOHNSTOWN— J.  N.  Adee. 


New  Buildings  and   Grounds. 

At  the  middle  of  the  year  the  three  new  buildings,  which  have 
been  under  process  of  construction  for  two  years,  were  finished;  one 
of  these  was  an  eighteen-room  building;  the  other  an  eight-room  ad- 
dition to  a  unit  that  had  been  finished  several  years  ago;  and  the 
third,  the  equivalent  of  a  twenty-four  room  addition  to  the  high 
school. 

In  addition  to  this,  the  Board  has  issued  $200,000  worth  of  bonds 
to  pay  for  land,  most  of  which  has  been  purchased  for  more  new 
buildings.  This  land  includes  a  ten-acre  tract  for  a  junior  high 
school  and  an  elementary  athletic  field;  another  one  of  two  and 
one-quarter  acres  for  an  eighteen-room  grade  building,  and  several 
smaller  lots. 

Night  School. 

Night  school  continued  for  thirteen  weeks.  There  were  701  pu- 
pils enrolled.  The  per  cent,  of  term  enrollment  was  52.  Twenty- 
nine  subjects  were  called  for,  67  different  occupations,  and  19 
nationalities  were  represented. 

Printing. 

Printing  was  introduced  into  the  seventh  grade  during  the  latter 
half  of  the  year.  The  entire  outfit,  costing  $771. GO,  will  be  paid 
for  with  the  profits  from  the  Johnstown  School  News. 

Co-operative  Industrial  Course. 

After  one  year's  experience  with  the  co-operative  industrial  course 
I  am  satisfied  that  it  will  be  a  success.  Thirty-two  boys  in  the  sec- 
ond year  of  the  high  school  started  in  the  work  and  nineteen  fin- 
ished.    Altogether,  they  earned  about  $3,350. 

Free  Dental  Clinic. 

A  free  dental  clinic  for  poor  children  was  opened  March  10th,  in 
a  room  in  the  new  addition  to  the  high  school.  Each  of  the  20  den- 
tists connected  with  the  clinic  gave  a  half  day  a  month  without 
charge. 

During  the  operation  of  the  clinic,  515  pupils  were  treated,  219 
examinations  made,  411  teeth  extracted,  155  teeth  filled,  2  capped, 
17 
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8  devitalized,  6  pulps  extracted,  20  dressed  and  filled  canals,  5  pul- 
pitis and  12  al-abscess  cases,  GO  cleaned,  and  82  treatments  under 
the  head  of  ''miscellaneous," 

School  Gardens. 

Fourteen  school  gardens  are  maintained  during  the  present  sum- 
mer. The  Board  elected  one  of  the  principals  as  garden  supervisor 
and  appropriated  $500  in  order  to  pay  for  his  salary,  the  salary 
of  his  assistants,  and  necessary  tools,  etc. 

Teachers'  Meetings. 

Eegular  grade  and  supervisors'  meetings  have  been  held  each 
month  during  the  year.  Much  of  the  time  was  given  to  a  discus- 
sion of  McMurry's  standards  for  judging  the  efficiency  of  a  teacher, 
pupil,  and  the  course  of  study.  Dressler's  School  Hygiene  was  dis- 
cussed at  the  monthly  principals'  meetings. 

Parent-Teacher  Associations. 

Two  new  parent-teacher  associations  were  organized  during  the 
year.  This  makes  nine  such  organizations,  with  an  enrollment  of 
1,081. 
In  the  fall,  the  "Federated  Body  of  Parent-Teacher  Associations" 
had  the  celebrated  school  architect,  William  B.  Ittner,  of  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  here  to  address  the  patrons  of  the  schools  on  "The  Best  Type 
of  a  Modern  School  Building."  In  addition  to  this  they  brought 
Henry  Curtis,  the  noted  playground  expert,  here  for  a  week's  cam- 
paign on  the  playground  question. 

Junior  High  'School. 

The  opening  of  the  new  eighteen -room  Garfield  building  enables 
us,  next  September,  to  start  a  junior  high  school  for  the  children  in 
the  northern  section  of  the  city.  There  will  be  about  300  pupils  for 
this  school. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  seventh  grade  pupils  are  given  a  choice 
of  three  courses — academic,  industrial,  and  commercial. 

The  Fundamentals  of  Arithmetic. 

The  Courtis  Standard  Tests  have  been  of  great  service  to  us  in 
teaching  the  fundamentals  in  arithmetic.  These  tests  were  given 
in  September  and  January  of  the  past  school  year.  Every  grade 
made  a  good  gain  from  the  first  to  the  second  test.     On  the  wholQ 
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the  grades  are  little  ahead  of  Courtis  Standard  for  accuracy  in  addi- 
tion, substraction,  and  multiplication,  but  a  little  below  his  stand- 
ard in  division. 

Training  Children  to  Grasp  the  Thought  in  What  They  Read. 

During  the  year  tests  were  made  in  all  of  the  grades  to  see  what 
ability  children  had  to  reproduce  the  thoughts  of  a  printed  story 
after  oue  reading  of  it.  These  tests  were  those  nsed  by  Dr.  Judd, 
of  the  University  of  Chicago,  and  Professor  Starch,  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Wisconsin.  Pupils  were  allowed  a  certain  length  of  time 
to  silently  read  the  material  given  them ;  then  they  were  asked  to 
reproduce  it  in  writing.  Pupils  also  kept  tract  of  the  number  of 
words  they  read. 

As  a  result  of  these  experiments  we  have  concluded  that  more 
emphasis  must  be  placed  on  silent  reading  than  is  now  given  to  it. 
More  time  must  be  given  to  teaching  children  how  to  study  a  read- 
ing lesson.  After  a  lesson  has  been  read,  more  time  must  be  taken 
to  have  the  thought  expressed,  either  in  a  continuous  recitation  or 
as  a  response  to  questions  asked,  usually  by  other  members  of  the 
class. 

Penmanship. 

During  the  year  two  tests  were  given  in  penmanship — one  in 
January  and  the  other  in  May.  The  papers  were  marked  for  speed 
and  quality.  The  speed  was  expressed  in  the  number  of  letters 
written  per  minute.  The  quality  was  determined  by  the  use  of  the 
Ayres'  Scale  for  the  Measurement  of  Handwriting.  The  standard 
adopted  was  the  one  established  by  Dr.  Freeman  of  the  University 
of  Chicago. 

The  results  of  this  test  show  that  in  speed  we  are  up  to  the  stand- 
ard set  by  Dr.  Freeman  in  the  4B,  5B  and  5A  grades,  but  below  it 
in  the  other  grades;  in  quality,  we  are  below  the  standard  in  all 
the  grades;  that  all  grades  gained  in  speed  from  January  to  May, 
except  7  B,  7  A,  and  8  B;  and  that  all  grades  gained  in  quality 
from  January  to  May. 


JUNIATA  BOBOUGH— M.  B.  Wineland. 


The  work  of  the  year  just  closed  has,  we  think,  given  general  sat- 
isfaction. Our  energies  have  not  been  directed  specially  toward  the 
introduction  of  new  things,  but  toward  the  improvement  of  the 
work  already  started. 

17—7—1915 
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Improvement  of  Teachers. 

During  the  year  our  teachers  took  an  active  interest  in  the  sub- 
ject of  child  study.  A  reading  circle  was  formed  by  Dr.  G.  Stanly 
Hall's  "Youth,  Its  Education,  Regimen  and  Hygiene"  was  the  book 
adopted  for  reading  and  study.  Many  interesting  discussions  and 
debates  arose  over  some  of  Dr.  Hall's  conclusions.  In  connection 
with  this  book  on  child  study,  a  copy  of  the  Binet- Simon  tests  were 
secured  from  each  teacher  and  through  them  some  interesting  ex- 
periments were  made.  We  believe  that  such  study  carefully  made 
gives  a  teacher  a  more  intimate  and  a  broader  knowledge  of  child 
nature,  and  a  much  better  comprehension  and  appreciation  of  the 
results  of  scientific  investigation. 

School  Buildings. 

I  am  glad  to  report  that  all  our  school  buildings,  their  surround- 
ings, furniture,  apparatus  and  supplies  received  careful  attention. 
All  our  school  rooms  are  well  lighted  and  ventilated  and  regularly 
disinfected.  The  surroundings  of  the  buildings  are  beautiful  and 
inviting,  and  our  school  board  deserves  much  credit  for  the  interest 
taken  in  this  work. 

Promotions. 

In  the  matter  of  promotions,  we  have  several  years  ago  dispensed 
with  our  usual  semi-annual  examinations  in  the  grades  and  we  are 
now  placing  more  stress  upon  regular  school  wor/k.  Class  work, 
monthly  reviews,  attendance  and  general  deportment,  together  with 
results  of  the  final  examinations  form  our  basis  of  classification. 
The  golden  mean  between  regular  class  work  and  annual  tests  seems 
to  be  the  fairiest  and  best  upon  which  to  base  a  pupil's  fitness  for 
advancement  to  higher  grades,  all  of  which  is  easily  determined 
with  a  corps  of  earnest,  honest  teachers,  who  are  in  a  position  to 
know  the  capacities  and  peculiarities  of  their  pupils  better  than 
any  one  else.  Promotions  are  made  at  any  time  that  the  knowledge 
and  ability  of  the  pupil  warrant  it. 

Library. 

During  the  year  178  new  volumes  have  been  added  to  the  school 
libraries.  More  attention  has  been  given  to  the  selection  of  reading 
matter  than  ever  before.  The  Altoona  Mechanics'  Library  has  for 
the  past  two  years  granted  the  free  use  of  twenty-five  membership 
tickets  to  our  schools  which  permit  fifty  books  to  be  taken  from  the 
library  at  one  time.  These  tickets  are  distributed  among  the  vari- 
ous schools  according  to  the  number  enrolled.  Through  this  courtesy 
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which  is  extended  by  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company  in  con- 
nection with  our  school  libraries  our  pupils  are  supplied  with  an 
abundance  of  good  reading  matter. 

Compulsory   Attendance. 

The  compulsory  attendance  law  has  been  strictly  enforced  dur- 
ing the  term.  The  attendance  officer  served  a  number  of  legal  no- 
tices because  of  irregular  attendance.  Five  prosecutions  were  made 
during  the  year.  Parents  are  realizing  that  children  must  be  in 
school  regularly  unless  they  have  a  legal  excuse. 

A  total  of  thirty-four  teachers'  meetings  or  conferences  were 
held  during  the  year.  At  these  meetings  problems  relating  to  the 
various  grades  of  work,  discipline,  promotion,  retardation,  etc., 
were  discussed.  Teachers  with  few  exceptions  attended  these  meet- 
ings regularly  and  performed  their  part  of  the  work  cheerfully. 

Thanks  are  due  the  Department  for  the  many  courtesies  shown 
during  the  year. 


KANE— F.  P.  Neild. 


Enrollment. 

The  total  enrollment  for  the  year  was  1,569  with  266  in  the  high 
school.  Our  per  cent,  of  attendance  was  the  best  we  have  had  for 
the  past  few  years  due  to  excellent  health  conditions.  We  had  no 
epidemics  of  children's  diseases  with  which  to  contend. 

Distribution  of  Enrollment  By  Ages  and   Grades. 

During  the  year  we  made  another  investigation  of  our  system 
relative  to  the  over  age  pupils.  Two  years  ago,  when  we  made  our 
first  investigation,  there  were  25.6  per  cent,  of  our  boys  and  girls 
behind  grade  from  one  to  four  years.  Last  year  we  found  21.1  per 
cent,  behind  while  this  past  year,  we  still  further  reduced  our  re- 
tardation to  19.2  per  cent. 

Survey. 

During  the  latter  half  of  the  year,  we  made  a  survey  of  our  sys- 
tem. This  survey  consisted  of  every  teacher  turning  her  mental 
microscope  on  her  own  department  and  then  making  a  written  re- 
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port  of  her  findings,  with  suggestions  as  to  where  the  work  in  her 
particular  department  could  be  improved.  The  teachers  were  re- 
minded that  unless  there  was  a  full  and  frank  opinion  given,  the 
survey  would  be  a  failure.  The  teachers  were  given  six  weeks  to 
compete  the  work.  It  is  with  a  great  deal  of  satisfaction  that  I 
can  say  that  the  teachers  reported  fully  and  in  detail.  All  the  re- 
ports were  carefully  filed  and  many  of  the  suggestions  will  be 
worked  out  this  coming  year. 

Tests  in  Arithmetic. 

Tests  similar  to  those  given  a  year  ago  were  repeated  the  past 
year,  one  given  during  each  half  year.  The  tests,  beginning  with 
the  third  grade  through  the  eighth  were  the  same  for  all  grades. 
The  surprising  feature  of  these  tests  over  those  of  the  previous 
years  was  the  increased  rapidity  and  accuracy.  Tests  were  also 
given  in  English  in  the  upper  grades.  These  tests  were  all  given 
by  the  superintendent  in  the  various  rooms  in  order  to  secure  uni- 
formity. 

Clean-up  Day  and  School  Gardens. 

On  May  8th,  the  schools,  in  conjunctions  with  the  civic  commit- 
tee of  the  Kane  Study  Club,  had  a  clean-up  flay  when  over  500  bar- 
rels of  refuse  were  removed  from  the  town. 

The  school  garden  progress,  inaugurated  a  year  ago,  has  been 
established  on  a  firmer  basis  this  year.  We  are  planning  on  having 
a  much  finer  and  larger  exhibit  of  products  this  fall  than  we  had  a 
year  ago. 

Victrolas. 

During  the  year  we  have  purchased  a  victrola  for  each  of  our  five 
school  buildings,  in  addition  to  buying  a  large  number  of  records. 
These  have  been  paid  for  from  funds  raised  by  the  teachers  and 
pupils.  I  might  also  add  that  a  large  number  of  records  were  do- 
nated through  the  generosity  of  patrons  of  the  schools. 

On  June  3rd,  twenty-five  were  graduated  from  the  high  school. 
As  has  been  the  custom  the  past  few  years,  the  graduating  class 
made  the  trip  to  Washington.  At  present  there  are  over  fifty  of 
our  high  school  graduates  attending  institutions  of  higher  educa- 
tion. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  State  Department  of  Education  for  assistance 
and  valuable  suggestions  given  on  various  occasions  during  the 
year. 
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LANCASTER— H.  B.  Work. 


Enrollment. 

The  total  enrollment  in  the  public  schools,  exclusive  of  night  school 
students,  for  the  year  1914-1915,  was  6,860,  of  which  number  792 
were  in  the  high  schools. 

A  survey  of  the  distribution  of  pupils  shows  a  too  rapid  falling 
off  of  enrollment  from  the  6th  grade  up.  Below  the  6th  grade  the 
grades  are  fairly  well  equalized. 

Three  hundred  and  thirty-four  pupils  were  certificated  from  the 
8th  grade  to  the  high  schools,  and  one  hundred  and  six  were 
graduated  from  the  high  schools. 

Non-Attendance  and  Tardiness. 

An  attempt  was  made  to  increase  the  interest  of  parents  and 
pupils  in  the  matter  of  prompt  and  regular  attendance  at  school. 
There  appeared  to  be  much  unnecessary  absence,  and  a  great  deal 
of  unnecessary  tardiness.  A  campaign  for  perfect  attendance  was 
undertaken  and  conditions  much  improved.  Tardiness  in  the  latter 
months  of  the  term  was  reduced  by  more  than  50  per  cent.  At 
the  end  of  the  year  certificates  of  perfect  attendance  were  given  to 
about   450    pupils. 

These  efforts  to  improve  attendance  conditions  will  be  continued 
during  the  coming  year.  1  believe  that  many  parents  do  not  realize 
to  what  an  extent  failure  of  promotion  is  due  to  irregular  attendance. 

Night   Schools. 

Night  schools  were  opened  Sept.  15th,  and  continued  in  session 
three  nights  per  week  for  eighty  sessions.  The  hours  for  these  schools 
were  from  7:15  to  9:15  P.  M.  on  Monday,  Tuesday  and  Thursday 
nights.  These  nights  were  found  to  be  preferable  to  Monday,  Wednes- 
day and  Friday  nights.  Much  of  the  study  must  be  done  at  the  school 
building  at  any  rate.  It  is  difficult  to  maintain  the  standard  of  at- 
tendance and  the  quality  of  instruction  on  Friday  night. 

The  work  offered  covered  the  common  subjects  of  the  elementary 
school,  a  number  of  high  school  subjects,  and  special  classes  for 
aliens.  The  recitation  schedule  provided  for  four  thirty  minute 
periods.  I  am  convinced  that  for  the  work  to  be  done  the  periods 
are  too  short,  and  that  better  work  can  be  done  by  making  three 
periods  forty  minutes  each.    The  total  enrollment  was  365. 


262  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

The  Oral  School. 

The  second  year's  work  for  deaf  children  has  been  most  encouraging. 
There  were  five  pupils  enrolled.  The  instruction  has  been  individual 
and  pupils  have  made  marked  progress  in  lip  reading  and  speech. 

The  Special  School. 

The  work  of  the  special  school  for  backward  and  defective  pupils 
has  been  continued.  Thirty-two  pupils  were  enrolled.  Emphasis 
is  put  upon  play,  games  and  handwork. 

An  exhibit  of  the  manual  work  of  the  pupils  of  this  school  at 
the  Lancaster  County  Fair  attracted  much  attention. 

On  account  of  the  distance  which  some  of  the  pupils  had  to  come, 
a  continuous  session,  from  9  a.  m.  to  2  p.  m.,  was  held.  One  hour  was 
given  for  lunch  and  play.  At  lunch  each  child  was  served  with 
soup,  cocoa,  or  some  warm  food,  in  addition  to  the  lunch  brought  from 
home.  The  attendance  of  the  pupils  and  the  quality  of  their  work 
was  improved  by  this  arrangement. 

During  the  year  a  number  of  pupils  were  returned  to  regular 
grades. 

Medical  Inspection. 

The  work  of  the  medical  inspectors  proceeded  very  satisfactorily. 
Regular  inspections  were  made.  Two  inspectors  do  the  work  and 
practically  every  child  in  the  city  schools  is  examined  each  year.  In 
all  cases  of  notable  defects  notices  are  sent  to  the  parents.  We  feel 
the  need  of  school  nurses  to  follow  up  the  work  of  the  inspectors, 
for  parents  do  not  always  respond  to  the  suggestions  of  the  inspectors. 

Playgrounds  Association. 

The  Lancaster  Playground  Association  made  use  of  six  of  the 
school  playgrounds  during  the  months  of  July  and  August.  Com- 
petent directors  and  instructors  were  in  charge  of  the  work,  and 
there  was  a  large  patronage.  The  value  of  the  work  of  the  associa- 
tion is  being  more  generally  recognized  and  it  is  receiving  more 
generous  support. 

In  addition  to  the  use  of  grounds  and  buildings  granted  by  the 
board  of  education,  the  board  also  contributes  $100  toward  the 
expenses  of  the  association. 

Teachers'  Eetirement  Fund. 

The  Teachers'  Retirement  Fund,  established  a  few  years  ago  by  a 
group  of  the  city  teachers,  has  been  put  in  excellent  condition  by  an 
action  of  the  board  requiring  all  regularly  employed  teachers  to  be- 
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coine  members  of  the  Retirement  Fund  Association.  The  Board  also 
shows  its  interest  in  the  work  of  this  association  by  appropriating 
the  equivalent  of  two  retirement  annuities.  A  reserve  fund  of  about 
ten  thousand  dollars  has  been  accumulated.  Three  annuities  have 
been  paid  throughout  the  year. 

Parent-Teachers'  Association. 

During  the  year  the  Parent-Teachers'  Association  held  a  number 
of  meetings.  A  stereopticon  was  purchased  and  pictures  illustrating 
life,  occupations  and  trade  in  various  countries  were  shown  in  the 
schools.     These  afternoons  were  greatly  enjoyed  by  the  pupils. 

City  Teachers'  Institutes. 

Institutes  for  the  city  were  held  on  five  Saturdays.  Among  the 
speakers  secured  for  these  institutes  were  Dr.  P.  M.  Harbold,  Millers- 
ville  State  Normal  School;  Mr.  H.  M.  J.  Klein,  Franklin  and  Marshall 
College;  Dr.  W.  D.  Henderson,  Michigan  University;  Dr.  O.  T.  Corson, 
Columbus,  O. ;  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess,  Yellow  Springs,  O. ;  Dr.  G.  D.  Strayer, 
Columbia  University;  Dean  W.  G.  Chambers,  University  of  Pitts- 
burgh. The  institutes  were  well  patronized,  not  only  by  the  local 
teachers,  but  by  many  other  teachers  of  the  county  and  by  the  citizens 
of  Lancaster. 

High  School  Bond  Issue. 

At  a  special  election  held  on  April  6th,  a  bond  issue  for  $250,000 
was  authorized  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  a  site  and  erecting  a 
new  building  for  the  boys'  high  school.  Plans  are  now  being  prepared 
by  the  architect.  Its  completion  will  open  the  way  for  a  number 
of  changes  in  courses  of  study  which  it  has  been  impossible  to  under- 
take for  lack  of  room  and  equipment. 


LANSFORD— Elmer  E.  Kuntz. 


We  are  able  to  report  continued  growth  in  all  departments  of 
our  public  school  work.  We  believe  that  the  ability  to  maintain 
first  class  schools  is  due  to  some  extent  to  the  special  work  on  the 
part  of  the  teachers.  For  the  past  few  years  we  have  studied  to- 
gether several  books  on  Pedagogy  and  read  and  discussed  various 
school  journals;  every  teacher  takes  regularly  from  one  to  two  school 
journals. 
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Our  total  enrollment  for  the  year  was  1,177  with  an  average  per- 
centage of  attendance  of  96.  On  June  11,  a  class  of  twelve  was 
graduated. 

During  the  year  the  Ward  Circles  (branches  of  our  Parent- 
Teacher  Association)  showed  much  interest  by  aiding  in  every  way 
possible  to  create  the  proper  educational  spirit  in  the  relations  be- 
tween the  parents  and  teachers.  Meetings  were  held  each  month  in 
which  parents  took  part  in  discussions  and  reading  of  papers,  and 
the  schools  by  presenting  some  features  of  school  work. 

During  the  year  the  school  district  allowed  the  use  of  one  of  the 
buildings  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company  for  the  con- 
ducting of  night  schools  for  their  employees.  These  schools  are  of 
much  benefit  to  Lansford  as  they  give  opportunities  for  all  grades 
of  work  from  learning  to  read  and  write  to  the  electrical  engineer- 
ing course.  They  used  about  six  class  rooms  to  carry  on  their 
work.  Instructors  are  provided  from  the  engineering  corps  and 
the  office  force  of  the  company. 

During  the  year  plans  were  gotten  well  under  way  for  our  new 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollar  (f  150,000)  high  school  build- 
ing. The  old  one  has  been  torn  down  and  work  on  the  new  build- 
ing will  begin  in  August.  Our  schools  will  be  crowded  this  year 
due  to  lack  of  room.  It  is  our  aim  to  keep  the  average  number  of 
pupils  to  the  teacher  at  thirty-five  pupils;  we  have  maintained  that 
average  for  several  years,  but  this  year  we  will  have  to  enlarge  our 
classes.    In  the  high  school  we  average  thirty  pupils  to  the  teacher. 

Due  to  rigid  enforcement  of  the  compulsory  attendance  law  dur- 
ing the  past  few  years,  we  can  report  that  it  was  necessary  to  have 
only  two  parents  fined  during  the  year  for  neglect  in  sending  their 
children  to  school. 

Several  new  plots  of  ground  were  added  to  our  school  grounds 
to  provide  for  our  playground  activities. 

The  work  in  the  manual  training  department  has  improved  this 
year  over  previous  years,  as  also  the  work  in  sewing.  On  the  com- 
pletion of  the  new  building  we  will  be  prepared  to  install  the  full 
domestic  science  course  and  add  further  to  our  shop  equipment  in 
the  manual  training. 

In  the  high  school  we  have  been  doing  departmental  teaching  to 
a  certain  extent;  this  coining  year  we  expect  to  try  departmental 
teaching  in  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades. 

We  have  a  system  of  our  own  in  conducting  examinations.  We 
aim  to  have  all  teachers  at  the  end  of  the  year  to  have  about  an 
equal  amount  of  work;  to  do  so,  we  organize  the  teacher-body  into 
examining  committees,  including  all  grades.  Each  teacher  will  have 
a  certain  number  of  sets  of  papers  to  correct  and  mark,  none  of 
which  will  be  papers  from  her  own  pupils;  in  this  way,  no  teacher 
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examines  the  work  of  her  own  pupils  in  examinations  and  it  re- 
lieves the  higher  grade  teachers  to  some  extent  from  many  subjects 
and  papers  to  examine  and  gives  some  of  the  work  to  the  lower 
grade  teachers  whose  work  at  examination  time  is  very  light.  For 
promotions  we  base  our  passing  average  on  the  term's  work  and 
the  examination,  the  final  standing  being  the  average  of  these  two 
marks,  the  term  mark  and  the  examination  mark. 

The  children  took  some  interest  in  school  gardening  as  is  usually 
demonstrated  at  our  exhibition  in  autumn.  We  have  all  the  pupils 
who  raise  vegetables,  fruits  and  flowers  bring  a  sample  of  their 
products  and  these  samples  are  placed  on  exhibition;  for  the  best 
display  and  largest  sample  of  a  kind  we  usualy  award  a  small 
prize. 

At  the  close  of  the  school  year  we  had  an  exhibition  of  manual 
training,  sewing  and  general  school  work  throughout  the  grades. 
A  great  many  of  the  parents  visited  the  exhibition  and  were  well 
satisfied  with  what  they  saw. 

During  the  year  we  conducted  a  series  of  spelling  contests  in  the 
various  grades,  both  written  and  oral.  These  contests  aroused  a 
great  interest  in  spelling  and  improved  the  spelling  fifty  per  cent, 
in  a  month's  time.  The  oral  tests  were  conducted  by  having  all 
rooms  of  the  same  grade  meet  in  competition,  the  best  school  being 
the  winner. 

The  school  activities  of  the  year  closed  with  a  parade  of  school 
children  and  field  day  exercises.  For  the  last  three  months  of  the 
school  year  the  district  secured  a  supervisor  to  give  a  solid  founda- 
tion in  the  teaching  of  physical  culture  to  the  schools  through  work 
directly  to  the  class  and  through  the  teachers'  training  class.  The 
exercises  on  the  field  consisted  of  various  folk  dances,  games,  In- 
dian War  dances,  maypoles,  etc.  The  day  was  voted  a  decided  suc- 
cess and  marks  the  lead  taken  by  Lansford  in  her  school  work,  in 
uniting  with  our  regular  work  these  special  activities  which  go  to 
make  school  life  worth  while.  The  physical  culture  work  was  under 
the  direction  of  Miss  Grace  F.  Moses. 

We  owe  the  success  of  our  work  to  the  hearty  co-operation  of 
our  Board  of  Directors  and  the  teachers;  our  thanks  are  also  dm; 
the  Department  for  all  courtesies  shown  throughout  the  year. 
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LATROBE— K.  M.  Steele. 


The  last  year  has  been  characterized  by  steady,  consistent  pro- 
gress in  all  lines  of  school  activity.  The  enrollment  in  both  grades 
and  high  school  has  increased  materially,  the  increase  in  the  high 
school  enrollment  amounting  to  nearly  twenty  per  cent. 

High  School. 

During  the  year,  a  modern  new  high  school  building  costing 
about  $150,000  was  dedicated  in  an  appropriate  manner,  the  dedica- 
tory address  being  delivered  by  the  State  Superintendent,  Nathan  C. 
Schaeffer.  Addresses  were  also  delivered  by  former  Superintendent 
S.  E.  Downs,  Honorable  James  B.  Weaver,  president  of  the  Board 
of  Education,  and  Mr.  Thomas  M.  Whiteman,  editor  of  the  Latrobe 
Bulletin. 

During  the  day  preceding  the  dedication,  the  building  was  open 
for  inspection,  and  several  thousand  persons  were  shown  through 
the  building  by  high  school  students  who  acted  as  guides. 

This  building  has  been  the  source  of  awakening  local  pride  in  the 
public  schools  of  the  city,  and  has  made  for  a  healthier  spirit  of  co- 
operation with  the  school  authorities. 

The  auditorium  seats  over  one  thousand  persons.  It  has  been  used 
during  the  year  for  all  sorts  of  public  purposes,  and  has  been  open 
for  public  gatherings  fifty  evenings.  This  does  not  include  any  of 
the  exclusively  high  school  functions  taking  place  in  the  building. 

The  addition  of  a  commercial  course  with  complete  equipment  for 
actual  commercial  work  has  proved  a  valuable  addition,  and  plans 
are  practically  complete  for  making  this  a  co-operative  course  with 
the  business  houses  and  business  organizations  of  the  town. 

The  additional  facilities  afforded  by  the  high  school  building  have 
made  possible  the  formation  of  such  high  school  organizations  as 
dramatic  club,  orchestra,  mandolin,  and  glee  clubs,  with  this  fur- 
ther plan  to  continue  these  organizations  and  to  form  debating  so- 
cities  and  to  give  high  school  credit  for  satisfactory  work  in  any 
of  these  organizations. 

A  uniform  voucher  system  has  been  adopted  for  the  control  of  all 
funds  handled  by  the  high  school  organizations,  and  this  has  solved 
the  usual  difficulties  arising  from  careless  and  inefficient  handling 
of  funds  by  pupils. 
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Medical  Inspection. 

The  medical  inspection  of  school  children  was  instituted  under 
the  joint  direction  of  the  superintendent  of  the  Latrobe  Academy  of 
Medicine  and  the  local  members  of  the  Westmoreland  County  Den- 
tal Society.  A  fully  equipped  medical  and  dental  examination  room 
was  furnished  by  the  Board  of  Education.  The  members  of  the  so- 
cieties before  mentioned  worked  in  groups  according  to  schedule, 
thus  making  it  possible  to  have  each  child  examined  by  three  phy- 
sicians and  a  dentist.  Twelve  physicians  and  four  dentists  in  this 
plan  served  the  children  of  the  public  schools  free  of  charge. 

Teachers'  Institute. 

The  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  in  three  sessions  of  two  days 
each  and  proved  to  be  a  strong  factor  in  promoting  a  healthy  school 
spirit.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  secretary  of  the 
State  Board  of  Education;  Dr.  O.  T.  Corson,  editor  of  the  Ohio 
Monthly;  Prof.  W.  D.  Henderson,  of  the  University  of  Michigan; 
Dr.  F.  H.  Green,  West  Chester  State  Normal;  Superintendent  L.  E. 
McGinnes,  of  'Steelton;  Dr.  S.  C.  Schmucker,  West  Chester  State 
Normal  School;  Dr.  Henry  D.  Suzzallo,  Columbia  University;  Hon- 
orable S.  D.  Fess,  U.  S.  Congressman  from  Ohio;  Prof.  M.  V. 
O'Shea,  University  of  Wisconsin. 

The  work  throughout  the  year  has  been  characterized  by  a  splen- 
did spirit  of  co-operation  between  the  Board  of  Education,  the 
teachers,  and  the  patrons  of  the  school. 


LEBANON— E.  M.  Balsbaugh. 


From  many  viewpoints  the  school  work  for  the  year  just  com- 
pleted has  beeD  very  satisfactory.  The  teachers  have  shown  an 
earnest  endeavor  to  advance  the  standards  of  education  and  have 
taken  a  more  personal  interest  in  the  social  welfare  of  the  children 
than  ever  heretofore.  The  results  of  this  personal  work  were  seen 
in  all  phases  of  school  activities,  but  the  most  apparent  was  the 
freedom  from  the  usual  epidemics  of  school  days,  because  the  teach- 
ers closely  supplemented  the  work  of  the  medical  inspector.  In 
addition  to  attendance  upon  the  five  days'  session  of  our  regular 
City  Teachers'  Institute,  our  teachers  all  attended  the  County  In- 
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stitute  one-half  clay.  And  on  Saturday,  February  6,  1915,  in  con- 
junction with  our  County  Superintendent  J.  W.  Snoke,  an  all-day 
session  of  institute  was  arranged  for  and  attended  by  the  county 
and  city  teachers.  Our  teachers,  with  few  exceptions,  have  had 
normal  or  professional  training  and  many  arc  attending  summer 
schools  now. 

The  social  activities  of  the  school  found  expression  in  various 
forms,  but  the  more  noteworthy  were  the  special  program  days  in 
the  schools;  patrons'  day,  of  which  we  observed  two  in  the  month 
of  December  and  one  in  May;  school  festivals  and  picnics;  arbor 
and  bird  day  programs;  and  most  useful  and  successful  of  all,  par- 
ent-teacher associations.  Meetings  of  the  Parent-teacher  Associa- 
tion were  held  monthly  by  each  sectional  branch,  the  average  at- 
tendance including  about  250  parents. 

Progress  has  been  made  in  the  matter  of  the  control  of  student  ac- 
tivities in  the  high  school.  For  several  years  the  members  of  the  high 
school  faculty  have  had  charge  of  the  management  of  all  the  athletics 
of  the  school.  The  teachers  likewise  assumed  a  perfunctory  super- 
vision of  other  forms  of  student  activity,  and  thus  seeing  the  advan- 
tages of  such  supervision,  the  Board  of  Directors  at  its  regular  May 
meeting  adopted  regulations  for  the  high  school  which  will  bring 
under  direct  supervision  of  the  faculty  all  phases  of  student  activity. 

Some  progress  has  been  made  along  administrative  lines,  namely, 
the  lengthening  of  the  school  term  from  nine  to  ten  months,  the  re- 
election of  all  of  the  old  corps  of  teachers,  the  addition  of  an  assistant 
teacher  in  the  domestic  science  department,  the  extension  of  manual 
training  and  domestic  art  into  the  seventh  grade,  and  the  decision  to 
extend  the  work  to  the  sixth  grade  next  term,  the  adoption  of  a  re- 
vised course  of  study  for  our  high  school,  the  addition  of  a  course  in 
the  Spanish  language,  and  the  decision  to  open  evening  schools,  be- 
ginning October,  1915. 

The  total  enrollment  in  the  schools  this  term  was  3,259,  an  in- 
crease of  24  over  last  year.  These  were  distributed  by  grades,  as 
follows:  First,  415;  second,  340;  third,  346;  fourth,  339;  fifth,  371; 
sixth,  349;  seventh,  279;  eighth,  224;  ninth,  IIS;  high  school,  478. 

A  very  small  percentage  of  the  pupils  are  over  age  for  their  re- 
spective grades.  This  percentage  is  lower  than  the  average  because 
of  the  policy  of  carefully  promoting  such  pupils  at  any  time  during 
the  term  when  they  show  proficiency.  Very  many,  too,  are  pro- 
moted during  the  term  because  of  the  fact  they  are  too  old  for  the 
grade  in  which  they  are  found,  and  as  a  rule  they  do  about  the  same 
quality  of  work  in  the  grades  to  which  they  are  advanced  as  they 
had  been  doing  in  the  lower  grades.  There  are  more  children  under 
age  than  over  age  in  many  of  our  grades,  notably  in  the  high  school. 
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During  the  school  year  there  were  also  some  fifty  promotions  of 
pupils  whose  work  demonstrated  they  were  prepared  for  advance- 
ment at  that  time. 

In  the  manual  training  department  there  were  enrolled  130  sev- 
enth grade  boys,  113  eighth.  02  ninth,  39  first  year  high  school,  17 
second  year,  3  third  year;  a  total  of  304. 

In  the  domestic  science  department  there  were  144  girls  of  the 
seventh  grade,  105  eighth,  50  ninth,  and  20  high  school,  a  total  of 
334. 

In  the  commercial  department  of  the  high  school  there  were  en- 
rolled 49  commercial  geography  students,  72  commercial  arithme- 
tic, 35  penmanship  and  spelling,  50  stenography  and  typewriting, 
and  23  bookkeeping,  a  total  of  235.  The  total  enrollment  in  the 
combined  high  school  courses  was  2.00S.  The  number  who  failed  to 
obtain  satisfactory  passing  grade  out  of  this  large  enrollment  was 
20 — less  than  1/100    of  a  per  cent,  of  the  enrollment. 

Too  much  commendation  cannot  be  given  our  medical  inspector 
for  the  able  manner  in  which  he  has  performed  his  duties.  He  has 
ever  been  most  willing  to  co-operate  with  the  school  administration 
and  the  individual  teacher.  The  good  results  of  his  work  are  each 
day  becoming  more  apparent.  He  has  likewise  rendered  the  super- 
intendent much  valuable  asistance  in  connection  with  the  many  per- 
plexing social  questions  which  arise  in  school  administration. 

The  attendance  officer's  duties  were  performed  in  a  faithful  man- 
ner. In  the  majority  of  cases  of  non-attendance  or  truancy,  visits 
to  the  home  brought  more  regular  attendance  or  else  showed  {hat 
conditions  with  regard  to  clothing,  food,  or  sanitation,  prevented 
regular  attendance.  Through  the  County  Board  of  Poor  Directors 
we  were  able  to  furnish  about  130  pairs  of  shoes  for  poor  children. 
The  secretary  of  the  Associated  Charities  and  the  different  teach- 
ers also  furnished  much  needed  relief  in  the  matter  of  ample  cloth- 
ing, many  children  being  thus  enabled  to  attend  school  who  other- 
wise would  have  been  debarred.  In  five  instances  it  was  found 
necessary  to  arrest  parents  for  persistently  violating  the  provisions 
of  the  school  compulsory  attendance  act,  and  bring  them  before  an 
alderman  for  a  hearing.  In  two  cases  fines  of  |1  were  placed,  but 
afterwards  remitted  for  good  reason,  and  in  two  other  cases  fines 
of  $1  were  paid,  and  in  a  third  case  a  fine  of  $2  was  paid. 

The  most  striking  progress  along  material  lines  was  the  purchase 
on  April  12,  1915,  of  a  site  for  a  new  high  school  building,  com- 
prising the  block,  nearly  200  feet  square,  on  the  southwest  corner 
of  Sixth  and  Chestnut  streets,  at  a  price  of  $41,250. 

Having  secured  the  site  the  Board  at  once  began  to  consider  the 
selection  of  an  architect  to  be  commissioned  to  draw  up  the  plans 
and  specifications  for  the  building.     Mr.  A.  A.  Ritchter,  of  Read- 
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ing,  Pa.,  was  chosen  and  he  is  now  engaged  in  preparing  the  required 
drawings.  It  is  expected  to  have  the  excavations  completed  this 
fall  and  all  preparation  made  to  push  the  building  operations  to  a 
rapid  completion  next  year.    The  approximate  cost  will  be  $200,000. 


LEWISTOWN— T.  Latimer  Brooks. 


Our  schools  opened  August  31  with  1,708  pupils  present.  This 
number  increased  during  the  first  month  to  1,789.  Of  this  number, 
289  were  in  the  high  school.  The  first  day's  enrollment  showed  an 
increase  of  14  per  cent,  over  the  opening  day  of  1913  and  24  per 
cent,  over  that  of  1911.  The  enrollment  in  the  high  school  showed 
an  increase  of  15  per  cent,  over  1913  and  an  increase  of  37  per  cent, 
over  1911.  This  increase  has  made  necessary  an  increase  in  the 
teaching  force  from  34  to  42  teachers  and,  since  the  assessed  valua- 
tion of  property  has  failed  to  show  any  material  increase,  an  in- 
crease in  the  tax  rate  from  8  to  10  mills  was  necessary.  During 
the  term,  1,890  different  pupils  were  enrolled  in  our  schools.  The 
percentage  of  attendance  for  the  term  was  95  per  cent.  Two  hun- 
dred and  forty-two  pupils  attended  every  day  of  the  term.  As  at- 
tendance was  good,  promotion  rates  were  high  and  almost  96  per 
cent,  of  our  last  month's  enrollment  were  promoted.  One  hundred 
and  three  pupils  were  promoted  to  the  high  school  and  30  pupils,  12 
girls  and  18  boys  were  graduated.  More  than  one-third  of  the 
graduates  have  already  made  preparations  to  attend  high  schools 
and  colleges.  Four  of  last  year's  graduates  returned  to  high  school 
this  year  to  pursue  other  courses  than  those  from  which  they  had 
graduated. 

A  very  sad  event  of  the  school  year  was  the  death  of  Miss  Belle 
Muttersbaugh.  Almost  70  years  of  age,  a  teacher  in  our  schools 
for  more  than  40  years,  she  was  one  of  the  best  loved  and  most  ef- 
ficient of  teachers.  We  shall  miss  her.  But  to  have  known  her  and 
to  keep  her  memory  shall  always  be  a  sacred  privilege  and  an  in- 
spiration. 

Our  high  school  building  built  4  years  ago  to  accommodate  all  the 
schools  of  the  town,  remodeled  about  10  years  ago  to  accommodate 
a  high  school  of  120  pupils  and  five  grade  schools,  and  being  at 
present  the  only  accommodations  that  we  have  for  the  high  school 
of  200  pupils  and  four  grade  schools  has  long  since  become  inade- 
quate for  our  needs.     The  school  board  at  the  November  election 
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presented  the  proposition  of  borrowing  $100,000  to  build  and  equip 
a  new  high  school  building.  The  proposition  was  lost  by  78  votes. 
Many  misunderstandings  have  since  been  cleared  up ;  some  of  the  op- 
ponents have  visited  the  school  and  have  seen  our  needs;  labor  con- 
ditions and  financial  prospects  have  brightened  considerably;  the 
proposition  will  again  be  submitted  and  next  year  we  hope  to  be 
able  to  report  a  new  building  in  process  of  erection. 

During  the  term  parent-teachers'  organizations  were  formed  in 
each  of  the  four  grade  building  districts  in  town  and  meetings  were 
held  each  month  at  which  the  average  attendance  of  adults  was 
above  60.  These  meetings  were  of  pronounced  benefits  to  our 
schools.  They  brought  about  better  social  relations  between  teach- 
ers and  parents;  they  brought  to  our  school  buildings  many  parents 
who  had  never  been  inside  one  of  our  buildings,  one  parent  who 
became  one  of  our  most  active  members  admitted  that  he  had  not 
been  in  a  school  building  since  he  left  school  24  years  ago;  they  in- 
creased the  number  of  patrons'  visits  to  our  schools  which  we  are 
proud  to  report  resulted  favorably  to  our  schools;  they  resulted  in 
revived  interest  and  more  regular  attendance  among  our  pupils.  We 
hope  to  continue  the  organizations  and  the  meetings  next  year. 

Last  year  we  employed  a  special  supervisor  of  drawing  and  pen- 
manship in  our  schools.  As  a  result,  the  drawing  and  construction 
work  was  pursued  with  a  vim  and  the  accomplishment  of  results 
never  secured  before  in  our  schools  while  the  work  in  penmanship 
in  many  schools  incited  the  very  favorable  comment  of  all  who  made 
a  study  of  the  improvement  made  by  the  pupils  during  the  term.  We 
shall  continue  the  plan  and  shall  look  for  even  more  marked  results 
next  year.  An  additional  teacher  was  employed  in  the  high  school 
last  year  and  we  then  had  seven  teachers  for  260  pupils.  We  will 
employ  one  more  for  next  year.  A  cantata  rendered  in  February  by 
a  chorus  of  100  high  school  pupils  accompanied  by  a  high  school 
orchestra  of  a  dozen  pieces,  while  entailing  a  loss  financially,  proved 
so  great  a  success  in  reviving  interest  in  music  among  our  high 
school  pupils  and  in  the  appreciation  of  the  work  in  music  in  our 
school  among  the  parents  that  we  hope  to  make  the  cantata  an  an- 
nual affair  despite  the  lack  of  financial  encouragement  in  our  first 
venture.  Eight  of  our  teachers  and  the  superintendent  are  students 
at  summer  schools  of  this  summer. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the  State  Department  of  Edu- 
cation and  several  brother  superintendents  for  favors  and  courtesies 
received  that  aided  materially  in  the  work  of  the  school  year. 


18 


272  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 


LOCK  HAVEN— C.  W.  Hunt 


On  April  8th  of  this  year,  the  new  high  school  building  was  dedi- 
cated. School  work  began  in  the  new  building  the  following  day 
and  pupils,  teachers  and  citizens  are  thoroughly  pleased  with  its 
beauty  and  practical  arrangement. 

The  new  high  school  building  makes  possible  a  commercial  de- 
partment and  a  thorough  course  is  to  be  offered  next  fall.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  course  will  be  to  give  boys  a  broad  business  training  and 
to  prepare  girls  for  the  best  business  positions  which  are  open  to 
them. 

A  gift  of  |500  by  the  local  Civic  Club  enables  us  to  equip  a  do- 
mestic arts  department.  Instruction  in  this  line  of  work  will  begin 
next  fall  and  the  course  prescribed  by  the  State  Department  will 
be  adopted. 

The  Central  Grammar  School,  formerly  housed  in  the  Second 
Ward  building,  has  been  brought  into  the  new  building.  Next  year 
the  Central  Grammar  and  first  year  of  high  school,  under  the  pres- 
ent arrangement,  are  to  be  organized  as  a  junior  high  school.  The 
second,  third  and  fourth  years  of  the  present  high  school  are  to  be 
known  as  the  senior  high  school.  Eventually  the  seventh  grade  will 
be  brought  into  the  junior  high  school. 

Since  taking  up  our  work  in  the  new  building  some  very  helpful 
and  inspiring  vocational  talks  have  been  given  in  chapel  by  promi- 
nent business  and  professional  men  of  the  city.  These  vocational 
talks  will  be  given  at  times  throughout  the  year  next  year. 

The  Junior  Civic  League  of  school  children  carried  on  a  "clean- 
up campaign"  during  the  month  of  April.  The  work  was  directed 
by  the  educational  committee  of  the  local  Civic  Club  and  loyally 
supported  by  the  teachers.  The  children  of  the  city  ward,  which 
was  found  to  be  the  cleanest,  were  presented  with  a  pennant.  The 
pennant  was  raised  on  the  ward  school  flagpole.  This  campaign 
proved  to  be  a  great  thing  for  the  city  and  a  very  practical  and  im- 
pressive lesson  in  civics. 

All  of  the  grade  teachers  were  given  a  very  welcome  increase  in 
salary  which  amounts  to  $2.50  per  month.  This  rise  is  to  take  ef- 
fect next  fall  and  it  is  bound  to  put  new  spirit  into  our  elementary 
school  teaching. 

Permit  me  to  say  one  more  thing  about  the  new  high  school  build- 
ing. The  bond  issue  was  voted  down  and  the  board,  amid  a  storm 
of  protests,  levied  the  twenty-five  mill  tax  and  erected  the  build- 
ing.    The  citizens  were  so  completely  surprised  and  satisfied  with 
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their  building  ou  the  dedication  day  that  all  criticism  ceased.  I  be- 
lieve that  the  twenty-five  mill  tax  was  a-  blessing  in  disguise  because 
the  building  is  practically  paid  for  and  the  school  district  will  not 
have  a  debt  hanging  over  them  for  thirty  years. 


LOWER   MEKION    (Montgomery   County)—  S.    Edgar   Downs. 


The  first  year  of  the  present  superintendcncy  has  been  noted  pri- 
marily for  the  unusual  high  average  of  attendance,  and  for  the  in- 
crease in  the  enrollment,  particularly  in  our  high  school.  Owing  to 
the  very  large  number  of  excellent  private  schools  in  this  district 
and  vicinity,  the  tendency  of  those  who  are  eager  that  their  children 
elect  certain  special  courses  is  naturally  to  select  a  private  school 
rather  than  that  supported  by  the  public;  this  being  particularly 
true  in  the  case  of  the  many  who  object  to  an  intimate  association 
of  their  children  with  those  of  all  classes  and  colors.  Despite  this 
natural  handicap  many  of  these  are  now  enrolling  their  children 
here,  and  we  hope  to  secure  a  still  larger  percentage  of  those  who 
will  complete  college  or  special  courses  in  technical  schools. 

Owing  to  our  excellent  system  of  roads,  the  two  auto-busses,  re- 
recently  purchased  by  the  board,  have  been  able  to  transport  daily 
one  hundred  and  seventy-five  pupils  to  the  Central  high  school;  to 
haul  all  sixth,  seventh  and  eighth  grade  boys  to  a  Central  grammar 
school  for  manual  training;  to  transport  sixth,  seventh  and  eighth 
grade  girls  from  Ashland  to  the  high  school  for  cooking  classes;  to 
deliver  all  books  and  supplies,  and  in  many  other  ways  increase  con- 
venience and  efficiency.  These  two  cars  traveled  approximately  22,- 
000  miles  during  the  year,  and  failed  on  but  one  occasion  (owing  to 
bad  roads)  to  complete  their  daily  schedule.  An  additional  lighter 
car  has  been  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  schools. 

Since  the  last  report,  new,  modern,  fire-proof  buildings  have  been 
completed  at  Cynwyd  and  Bryn  Mawr.  Both  of  these  are  con- 
structed on  the  unit  plan,  and  each  is  equipped  with  the  best  and 
most  sanitary  fixtures  and   furnishings. 

A  playground  and  athletic  field,  with  facilities  for  football  and 
baseball  in  addition  to  a  fine  quarter  mile  track,  is  nearing  comple- 
tion at  Cynwyd,  and  additional  ground  has  been  purchased  near  the 
high  school  building  on  which  there  is  now  being  constructed  an 
athletic  field  together  with  track  and  nine  tennis  courts. 
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The  school  gardens,  which  are  partially  supported  by  the  schools, 
have  been  extended;  an  additional  public  library  (also  aided  by 
school  funds)  has  been  founded;  and  two  summer  playgrounds  (sup- 
ported by  the  township)  are  in  daily  use  under  the  supervision  of 
trained  teachers. 

The  presence,  at  the  annual  commencement,  of  our  worthy  State 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  added  much  to  its  interest  and 
value  to  graduates  and  teachers. 

No  radical  changes  have  been  made  during  the  past  year  nor  are 
any  contemplated.  Necessary  modifications  of  the  course  of  study; 
the  introduction  of  the  study-recitation  program  in  the  high  school; 
the  establishment  of  departmental  work  in  the  grammar  grades; 
the  still  further  development  of  prevocational  work  in  the  elemen 
tary  schools;  and  organization  for  the  better  control  of  the  physical 
activities  of  the  pupils,  are  at  present  demanding  consideration. 


McKEESPOET— J.  B.  Kichey. 


The  following  is  my  thirteenth  annual  report  for  the  schools  of 
the  city  of  McKeesport. 

Increased  Enrollment. 

The  grammar  schools  and  high  school  of  this  city  have  been  grow- 
ing constantly  for  a  number  of  years.  The  high  school  enrollment 
has  become  so  large  that  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  take  care  of  the 
high  school  students  with  the  accommodations  provided  in  the  pres- 
ent high  school  building. 

New  High   School. 

The  Board  of  Directors  issued  bonds  to  the  amount  of  $250,000 
for  the  purpose  of  building  a  new  high  school.  A  site  consisting  of 
five  and  one  half  acres  was  bought  in  the  center  of  the  city  and  the 
contract  has  been  given  for  the  erection  of  a  building  to  cost  when 
completed  more  than  $200,000.  This  building  will  be  modern  in 
every  respect  and  will  have  ample  provision  for  developing  the  vo- 
cational and  manual  training  work. 
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Exhibition. 

The  exhibition  of  school  work  which  was  held  May  28  was  at- 
tended by  more  than  20,000  parents  and  friends  of  education  and 
was  pronounced  by  all  to  be  the  finest  exhibition  ever  held  in  this 
city. 

Retardation. 

The  retardation  in  the  McKeesport  schools  at  the  present  time  is 
18^  per  cent.  Last  year  it  was  22  per  cent.  The  decrease  of 
3^  per  cent,  is  due  to  individual  work.  At  the  present  time  the  re- 
tardation in  the  city  of  McKeesport  is  among-  the  lowest  of  any 
school  system  in  the  United  States. 

Night  School. 

We  have  introduced  vocational  training  into  the  night  school 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Millard  B.  King  of  the  State  Department 
and  we  expect  to  make  this  a  very  strong  feature  of  the  school 
system. 

Schools  More  Efficient. 

The  schools  are  becoming  more  efficient  each  year.  The  teachers 
are  better  prepared  and  the  course  of  study  is  better  adapted  to 
the  needs  of  the  children.  The  supervision  in  all  departments  has 
also  become  more  efficient. 


McKEES  ROCKS— Thomas  K.  Johnston. 


Our  term  of  school  closing  June  17,  1915,  was  a  decided  success. 

The  full  attendance,  the  general  good  health  of  the  pupils,  the 
uniformity  of  the  work,  the  hustle  and  hard  work  of  the  teachers, 
the  spirit  in  clean  athletics,  the  enthusiasm  in  the  patriotic  clubs 
in  history  and  composition  work,  the  high  aim  in  the  work  of  our 
high  school,  the  co-operation  of  the  parents  and  the  support  and 
kindly  advice  of  our  Board  of  Education,  all  united  to  make  the 
progress  of  our  schools  the  most  that  could  be  expected. 

The  total  enrollment  for  the  term  was  1,790  pupils;  per  cent,  of 
attendance,  96;  number  enrolled  in  high  school,  99;  pupils  graduat- 
ing from  the  grades,  37;  from  the  high  school,  12;  number  of  pupils 
winning  prizes  for  meritorious  work,  12;  number  making  100  per 
cent,  on  spelling  final,  608. 
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In  the  research  work  of  the  county  in  spelling  and  in  arithmetic 
our  schools  stood  out  among-  the  fii'st,  and,  in  the  eighth  grade  com- 
position work,  seven  different  prizes  were  won  amounting  to  $15  in 
gold  beside  several  books. 

More  than  100  visitors  from  other  schools — teachers,  principals, 
and  superintendents  inspected  our  work  in  arithmetic,  mental,  lan- 
guage, spelling  and  reading. 

Thanksgiving  and  Lincoln's  and  Washington's  birthdays  were  ob- 
served by  suitable  programs  and  on  Decoration  Day  a  large  number 
of  potted  plants  and  flowers  were  donated  by  the  children  for  the 
soldiers'  graves. 

Our  patriotic  boys'  club  for  the  more  extensive  study  of  history 
and  for  playground  work  has  succeeded  nicely  and,  in  addition,  a 
girls'  patriotic  club  for  the  study  of  playground  and  of  home-mak- 
ing has  been  successfully  organized. 

Flower  day  was  observed,  and  during  the  spring  months  wild 
flowers  were  gathered,  brought  to  class  and  studied,  and  prizes 
given  to  the  pupils  progressing  most  rapidly  in  that  phase  of  nature 
study. 

Patrons'  Day  was  held  on  May  28  when  the  schools  were  open 
especially  to  visitors,  and  at  the  Ellsworth  school  the  work  of  the 
grades  and  of  the  high  school  was  exhibited. 

The  new  Ellsworth  Building  consisting  of  twelve  rooms,  an  as- 
sembly room,  and  a  gymnasium,  was  dedicated  May  28,  for  the  use 
of  high  school  and  grade  work. 

A  test  for  the  value  of  drill  work  was  given  showing  the  advan- 
tages of  a  brisk,  inspiring,  oral  drill  of  from  three  to  five  minutes 
each  day. 

Our  course  of  study  for  the  high  school  has  been  modified  to 
correspond  with  the  first  two  years  of  normal  school  work;  and 
also  to  have  sufficient  units  of  work  to  enter  Pittsburgh  University 
upon  graduation;  and  a  new  revised  course  of  study  for  the  grades 
will  be  ready  for  our  next  term. 

Carbon  copies  of  outlines  and  helps  in  arithmetic,  in  geography, 
in  mental  and  in  language  were  distributed  among  the  teach- 
ers for  their  use.  In  geography,  the  essentials  of  geography  in 
question  form  were  given ;  in  mental  lists  of  problems  showing 
the  grade  work  from  step  to  step  from  the  second  to  the  sixth  year 
inclusive;  in  language,  sanrples  of  form  work  from  the  simplest 
autobiography  work  to  formal  composition  in  eighth  grade;  in 
arithmetic,  the  difficult  combinations  in  addition  and  multiplica- 
tion, and,  in  division,  more  than  400  solved  problems  showing  the 
procedure  from  very  easy  to  most  difficult  work  in  both  short  and 
long  division,  were  supplied  to  the  teachers  needing  such  help. 
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The  vaccination  law  was  strictly  observed  and  the  schools  dis- 
infected at  the  outset  of  any  contagious  diseases,  and  on  vacations. 

Fire  drills  were  conducted  as  required  by  law. 

Teachers'  meetings  were  held  very  often  to  discuss  methods  and 
devices  and  to  study  our  book  on  education  assigned  for  the  year. 

The  teachers  have  all  taken  the  Palmer  writing  course  and  some 
are  prepared  for  their  diplomas. 

All  our  teachers  attended  the  county  institute  and  the  large  ma- 
jority of  our  teachers  enrolled  in  State  educational  institutions. 

The  teachers  have  visited  other  schools  both  in  our  own  district 
and  in  the  county. 

Very  few  pupils  failed  to  pass  at  the  end  of  the  term  and  those 
conditioned  in  a  certain  branch  will  be  given  an  opportunity  to 
take  a  re-examination  before  the  opening  of  our  next  term. 


MAHANOY   CITY— H.   W.   Dodtl. 


In  making  my  report  for  the  year  1914-1915  it  is  my  sad  duty  to 
report  the  death  of  my  predecessor,  W.  N.  Ehrhart,  for  eighteen 
years  the  efficient  and  loyal  head  of  the  schools  in  Mahanoy  City. 
Beloved  alike  by  teachers,  pupils,  and  the  community,  his  loss  is 
keenly  felt;  but  the  many  fond  associations  formed  will  long  keep 
green  the  memory  of  a  loving  character,  one  of  God's  noblemen. 

At  the  opening  of  the  schools  in  September  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors by  resolution  required  that  hereafter  in  order  to  obtain  elec- 
tion to  the  elementary  corps  of  teachers  two  years  of  training  be- 
yond the  first  grade  high  school  must  be  offered  by  all  candidates. 
This  together  with  the  fact  that  at  the  close  of  the  school  in  June 
fifteen  of  our  teachers  left  to  take  up  courses  in  summer  schools 
would  indicate  that  there  has  been  an  educational  awakening  in  our 
community. 

Our  course  of  study  is  undergoing  revision,  and  is  being  simpli- 
fied. Although  it  will  take  several  years  to  complete  this,  the  teach- 
ers are  giving  much  time  and  labor  to  this  work.  Our  courses  in 
arithmetic,  spelling,  language  and  grammar,  and  geography  are  be- 
ing made  as  far  as  possible  instruments  of  immediate  utility. 

The  new  high  school  building  will  be  ready  for  occupation  in 
September.     This  building  when  completed  will  have  cost  approxi- 
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inately  $100,000.  Besides  the  regular  class  and  study  rooms  there 
are  rooms  for  manual  training,  domestic  science,  and  commercial 
education.  The  auditorium  will  seat  GOO  people  and  will  be  of 
great  benefit  to  the  town  in  general.  On  the  basement  floor  is  a 
gymnasium,  and  near  by  are  shower  baths.  Mahanoy  City  should 
feel  proud  of  its  splendid  building  as  it  is  oue  of  the  finest  in  the 
coal  regions. 

In  the  building  formerly  occupied  by  the  high  school  we  are  es- 
tablishing seventh  and  eighth  grade  departmental  teaching.  This 
will  allow  us  to  take  advantage  of  the  high  school  laboratories,  and 
auditorium  for  special  work.  With  out  any  disadvantages,  also,  it 
will  allow  us  to  try  out  the  best  in  the  junior  high  school  proposi- 
tion. 

In  closing  my  report  I  want  to  report  on  the  Avers'  measuring 
scale  for  spelling  ability.  I  received  this  scale  a  few  days  before 
school  closed  and  as  we  had  tried  a  particular  system  of  spelling 
during  the  year  I  thought  it  would  indicate  to  us  something  of  the 
usefulness  of  the  scale  and  show  a  return  to  the  originators  of  the 
same. 

Every  other  wrord  in  the  column  was  selected,  except  where  there 
were  fewer  than  twenty  in  which  case  all  the  words  were  used. 

The  columns  used  were  the  one  showing  a  standard  of  84  per  cent., 
and  the  other  the  one  showing  a  standard  of  6G  per  cent. 

Grade.  Ayers'  Standard.  Mahanoy  City. 

3    84 % 94% 

66% 82.1% 


4    84%. 86.59? 


66% 74.9% 

5    84% 90.5% 

66% 88.1% 

6    84% 90% 

66% 88.7% 

7    84  % 94.1% 

66% 87.3% 

8    84% 95.6% 

66% 92.5% 

With  a  board  determined  to  give  the  community  the  best  for  the 
money  expended,  with  a  loyal  corps  of  teachers,  and  with  an  apprecia- 
tive town  educationally,  things  are  improving. 
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MAHANOY  TOWNSHIP  (Schuylkill  County)— Joseph  F.  Noonan. 


The  work  of  the  past  year  has  been  conservative  yet  constructive.  A 
number  of  modern  educational  ideas  have  been  put  into  effect,  all  of 
which  will  undoubtedly  help  the  schools  a  great  deal.  Some  of  the 
larger  problems  among  which  is  school  consolidation  have  not  been 
touched  this  year  but  will  receive  considerable  attention  during  the 
ensuing  term.  The  most  important  alterations  and  additions  made  are 
of  such  character  that  they  merit  a  certain  amount  of  explanation. 

Gradation  of  Schools. 

This  school  district  is  so  large  territorially,  and  comprises  so 
many  small  hamlets  or  villages  that  its  buildings  are  necessarily 
very  widely  scattered,  the  old  idea  that  each  village  must  have  its 
own  educational  structure  still  prevailing.  All  school  houses  are 
small  unpretentious  buildings  that  contain  one,  two,  or  three  rooms. 
There  is  but  one  four-room  building  in  the  district.  There  are  five 
one-room  buildings,  the  elimination  of  which  constitutes  a  vital  edu- 
cational problem.  We  have  already  reduced  the  number  of  such 
buildings  to  four  so  far  as  school  work  is  concerned  by  the  use  of 
a  noval  plan  for  grading. 

Maple  Hill  is  a  small  village  in  which  is  located  a  typical  one- 
room  rural  school.  Ellangowan  is  another  hamlet  that  boasts  pos- 
session of  a  two-room  structure.  We  have  placed  grades  one  and 
two  of  both  towns  in  the  primary  room  at  Ellangowan;  grades  three 
and  four  of  both  places  in  the  one-room  structure  at  Maple  Hill; 
and  grades  five  and  six  of  both  places  in  the  intermediate  room  at 
Ellangowan.  Thus  we  have  lessened  the  number  of  grades  per 
teacher  in  the  Ellangowan  schools,  and  have  replaced  the  six-grade 
school  at  Maple  Hill  with  a  two-grade  room.  The  two  villages  are 
about  a  quarter  of  mile  apart  so  that  no  inconvenience  is  caused. 
We  tried  to  apply  this  principle  to  the  other  one-room  schools  but 
have  made  little  progress  at  the  present  writing. 

We  have  centralized  grades  seven  and  eight  so  that  no  elemen- 
tary building  has  more  than  six  grades.  The  object  of  establishing  a 
six-grade  system  in  the  lower  schools  is  to  conform  with  that  fea- 
ture of  the  new  child  labor  law  which  requires  each  child  receiving 
an  employment  certificate  to  complete  six  grades  of  elementary 
work.  Thus  any  child  of  proper  age  leaving  the  six-grade  building 
will  bo  able  f<>  work  if  economic  conditions  render  his  labor  neces- 
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sary.  We  have  really  established  what  in  time  will  be  called  the 
rural  six-six  plan  of  grading1.  Our  teachers  are  placed  in  charge 
of  either  two  or  three  grades  almost  invariably. 

Special   Teachers. 

The  "special  teacher"  idea  is  slightly  difficult  to  introduce  in  a 
scattered  mining  region.  We  have,  however,  made  some  progress 
along  this  line.  This  office  believes  that  the  services  of  a  special 
teacher  should  first  be  confined  to  the  most  essential  subjects.  The 
order  of  subject  utility  is  about  as  follows:  penmanship,  drawing, 
music,  manual  training,  and  domestic  science.  In  accordance  with 
this  idea,  the  Board  of  Education  employed  a  special  teacher  of 
penmanship  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  term.  Her  work  has 
proven  so  successful  that  we  are  arranging  to  elect  a  special  teacher 
of  drawing.  The  other  subjects  will  command  attention  as  soon  as 
the  special  teacher  idea  develops  into  fuller  strength.  The  effect 
of  such  teachers  upon  our  general  school  work  can  not  be  over- 
estimated. The  special  teacher  project  brings  the  school  under  closer 
supervision  in  the  subjects  needing  it  most  and  unifies  certain  types 
of  educational  work  that  too  often  are  prone  to  be  neglected. 

Transportation  of  Pupils. 

Mahanoy  township  comprises  an  extensive  stretch  of  territory. 
Some  of  its  towns  are  located  four  miles  from  the  Central  high  and 
grammar  schools.  This  condition  has  resulted  in  rather  poor  at- 
tendance at  the  central  schools.  At  the  beginning  of  the  term,  a 
plan  was  inaugurated  to  transport  pupils  living  in  the  most  dis- 
tant towns  to  these  buildings.  Two  teams  were  engaged  by  the 
board,  a  definite  route  of  travel  outlined  by  the  superintendent. 
Transportation  facilities  were  thereby  provided  for  those  who 
through  ill  health,  distance,  or  inclement  weather  would  otherwise 
be  compelled  to  leave  school.  Later  in  the  term,  the  steam  railway 
service  was  utilized.  An  attempt  was  also  made  to  contract  with 
the  trolley  company  to  transport  children  from  the  towns  not  in- 
cluded in  the  first  arrangement,  but  they  would  make  no  agreement, 
alleging  that  such  action  on  their  part  would  be  discrimination.  The 
Legislature  should  make  some  provision  to  fit  cases  of  this  kind.  We 
expect  to  transport  all  children  who  qualify  for  the  advanced  cen- 
tral grades  to  these  buildings  next  year. 

Medical  Inspection. 

We  employed  a  medical  inspector  at  the  commencement  of  the 
present  term.  This  is  the  first  time  a  medical  inspector  ever  ex- 
amined our  boys  and  girls  of  Mahanoy  township  so  that  it  is  dif- 
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ficult  to  detail  the  amount  of  good  it  accomplished.  One  feature  of 
our  medical  system  is  worth  noting.  We  care  gratis  for  the  children 
of  indigent  parents  if  such  children  need  medical  advice  and  atten- 
tion. We  had  four  cases  of  this  nature  during  the  year,  and  in  this 
many  instances  at  least  we  have  helped  a  little.  No  doubt,  the 
medical  inspector  has  accomplished  much  in  his  regular  examining 
capacity. 

Summer  Schools. 

The  superintendent  believes  emphatically  in  the  splendid  help 
that  summer  schools  offer  teachers  who  are  professional  enough  to 
desire  pedagogical  advancement.  The  untrained  teachers,  especially 
the  holders  of  provisional  and  professional  certificates,  are  particu- 
larly benefitted.  At  the  close  of  the  present  school  year,  eighteen 
of  the  teachers  of  Mahanoy  township  decided  to  take  advantage  of 
the  privileges  offered  by  summer  schools.  Fifteen  are  attending 
State  College;  one,  the  University  of  Pennsylvania;  one,  the  Palmer 
Institute;  and  one,  the  West  Chester  State  Normal  School.  Their 
work  here  is  of  a  practical  usable  nature,  and  will  assist  our  schools 
greatly  next  year.  A  teacher  should  really  attend  the  sessions  of 
a  recognized  summer  school  at  least  once  every  two  years.  Boards 
of  Education  should  do  something  to  defray  1  lie  expenses  of  such 
teachers. 

High  School. 

•State  Inspector  March  has  recognized  the  work  of  the  Mahanoy 
township  high  school  for  the  first  time  in  its  history.  It  is  now 
taught  by  trained  teachers,  and  intends  to  maintain  a  four-year 
course.  No  graduation  exercises  were  held  this  year  because  of  the 
changes  made  in  the  course  of  study  to  conform  with  State  require- 
ments. The  old  high  school  building  has  been  formally  condemned 
by  the  superintendent,  the  high  school  inspector,  and  the  Board  of 
Directors.  Resolutions  have  been  adopted  upon  the  question  of 
building  a  new  structure,  and  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  board  it 
was  decided  to  erect  a  new  high  school  at  a  cost  of  $50,000.  We  ex- 
pect to  occupy  a  modern  building  by  the  end  of  next  term. 

Equipment. 

Our  schools  badly  need  equipment.  No  school  is  complete  without 
it.  We  have  done  a  little  along  this  line  at  the  present  writing, 
but  expect  to  do  much  more  in  time.  Adjustable  furniture  has  been 
placed  in  two  rooms.  Pencil  sharpeners  have  been  installed  in  every 
room  we  have.  Eighteen-inch  suspension  globes  and  large  Inter- 
national   Dictionaries    have   been    placed    in    each    grammar    school 
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room.  New  flags  have  been  stationed  on  each  building.  Drawing 
models,  drawing  kits,  and  compasses  have  been  added  to  the  high 
school  equipment.     A  number  of  new  maps  have  been  purchased. 

Miscellaneous. 

Slates  have  been  abolished,  and  paper  substituted.  The  use  of 
slates  is  unsanitary  and  unmodern. 

A  new  school  house  has  been  completed  at  Yatesville.  It  is  built 
upon  a  State  plan.  It  is  one  of  the  most  modern  rural  buildings  in 
the  county.  Some  of  its  new  features  are  drinking  fountains,  run- 
ning water  and  wash  basins  in  each  room,  electric  calling  system, 
adjustable  furniture,  basement  with  inside  toilet  accommodations, 
steam  heat,  and  half  blinds  of  gray  color.  The  building  completely 
equipped  cost  about  f  6,p00. 

The  compulsory  school  law  is  being  rigidly  enforced.  We  have 
one  of  the  best  truant  officers  in  the  region.  We  have  had  four  ar- 
rests of  parents  during  the  term,  and  four  convictions. 

Mahanoy  township  held  its  first  grammar  school  commencement 
at  the  close  of  the  term.  Forty-four  pupils  wTere  awarded  diplomas. 
The  program  was  well  rendered,  and  the  class  received  much  com- 
mendation for  their  efforts.  This  will  be  a  regular  feature  of  our 
work  in  the  future. 

The  superintendent  has  been  provided  with  a  stenographer  by 
the  board. 

We  expect  to  abolish  the  one-room  school  house,  and  are  actively 
working  against  it. 

The  afternoon  of  the  fourth  Friday  of  each  month  is  devoted  to 
a  general  teachers'  meeting.  Here  educational  topics  are  discussed 
freely,  and  much  good  has  resulted. 


MEADVILLE— Edward  Sargent. 


The  Meadville  public  schools  closed  Thursday,  June  3,  with  com- 
mencement exercises  in  the  opera  house.  The  largest  class  in  the 
history  of  the  high  school,  numbering  eighty  (80)  graduated. 

The  condition  of  the  buildings  has  been  greatly  improved  in  the 
First  and  Second  districts  by  a  complete  renovation  of  the  interior, 
the  laying  of  new  floors  and  the  installation  of  new  and  up-to-date 
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heating  and  ventilating  plants.  This  has  not  only  given  additional 
room,  but  has  made  the  buildings  modern  in  every  way.  Manual 
training  and  domestic  science  equipment  has  also  been  installed 
which  eliminates  the  necessity  of  the  students  in  these  buildings  at- 
tending this  work  in  a  central  building. 

The  remaining  problem  is  now  the  high  school  and  a  satisfactory 
solution  of  this  difficulty  is  a  matter  of  time. 

The  year's  work  has  been  marked  by  hearty  co-operation  on  the 
part  of  the  teaching  force  and  prospects  are  bright  for  conserva- 
tive advance  along  lines  of  modern  education. 


MIDDLETOWN— H.   J.   Wickey. 


Our  total  enrollment  for  the  year  was  1,117,  distributed  as  fol- 
lows: First  year,  243;  second  year,  118;  third  year,  122;  fourth  year, 
201;  fifth  year,  104;  sixth  year,  118;  seventh  year,  55;  eighth  year, 
45;  ninth  year,  41;  tenth  year,  29;  eleventh  year,  21;  twelfth  year, 
19.  The  average  enrollment  per  teacher  in  the  grades  was  50  pupils 
and  in  the  high  school  2S  pupils.  Although  the  total  enrollment 
was  about  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year,  there  was  an  increase 
of  22  per  cent,  and  14  per  cent,  in  the  high  school  and  the  grammar 
school  departments  respectively.  In  these  departments  we  are  be- 
ginning to  experience  a  much  less  percentage  of  loss  in  pupils  than 
usual.  We  anticipate  a  further  increase  of  10  per  cent,  in  these 
grades.  There  is  a  growing  tendency  to  keep  the  boys  and  girls 
in  school  a  longer  period  of  time.  About  50  per  cent,  of  our  gradu- 
ates are  entering  college  and  professional  schools. 

Several  years  ago  our  seventh  and  eighth  grades  were  combined  into 
one  school  and  has  been  conducted  on  the  departmental  plan.  The 
results  have  been  so  satisfactory  that  we  would  hesitate  to  even 
consider  going  back  to  the  old  plan.  We  find  general  improvement 
in  the  teaching,  more  uniform  preparation  for  high  school  work, 
the  step  to  departmental  work  in  the  high  school  less  pronounced, 
and  fewer  failures  in  the  first  year  of  high  school  work.  We  are 
so  situated  that  we  could  introduce  the  junior  high  school  plan  and 
may  be  compelled  to  do  so  if  the  high  school  enrollment  continues 
to  increase. 

Our  general  school  expenses  have  not  increased  very  much  dur- 
ing the  past  few  years,  but  our  income  has  decreased  very  materially 
although  the  tax  rate  was  increased  to  take  care  of  the  bonded  in- 
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debtedness.  We  are  unable  to  provide  for  any  innovations  and  can 
afford  only  the  bare  necessities  of  the  school  room.  This  condition 
is  caused  by  the  gradual  decrease  in  the  amount  of  State  appropria- 
tion received  by  our  school  district.  For  the  year  1009-10  we  re- 
ceived from  the  State  a  total  of  $7,746.84.  This  amount  has  de- 
creased from  year  to  year  so  that  for  the  year  1014-15  we  received 
only  $5,862.85  or  $1,883.00  less  than  six  years  ago.  During  this 
series  of  years  we  have  an  accumulated  loss  of  $0,773.40.  This  loss 
is  almost  sufficient  to  cause  even  the  visions  of  manual  training,  do- 
mestic science,  commercial  training,  etc..  to  disappear.  It  is  hoped 
that  the  million  added  to  the  State  appropriation  will  help  remedy 
this  condition. 

Although  we  have  discouragements,  yet  the  work  of  our  schools 
is  above  the  ordinary  and  a  splendid  school  spirit  prevails  through- 
out the  district.  The  closing  of  the  school  was  marked  by  very  suc- 
cessful grammar  school  and  high  school  commencements.  There 
were  40  pupils  promoted  to  the  high  school  and  10  students  gradu- 
ated from  the  high  school.  Dr.  J.  George  Becht  gave  an  exceedingly 
inspiring  commencement  address. 


MILTON— Wallace  W.  Fetzer. 


On  account  of  the  rebuilding,  mentioned  in  last  year's  report,  we 
were  greatly  handicapped  for  room  at  the  time  of  the  opening  of  our 
schools.  We  rented  several  buildings  temporarily  and  made  them  as 
comfortable  as  possible  for  school  purposes. 

The  Grant  building  of  four  rooms  was  too  small  for  the  portion 
of  the  town  in  which  it  was  located  and  also  on  account  of  the  Avails 
spreading  and  the  need  of  new  heating  apparatus  it  was  necessary 
to  practically  rebuild  the  entire  building  with  an  addition  of  two 
rooms.  We  got  into  this  building  October  2Gth,  which  greatly  re- 
duced the  congestion  in  our  schools. 

The  building  was  remodeled  at  a  cost  of  about  $15,000.00,  exclu- 
sive of  furniture.  It  is  built  on  the  plan  of  unilateral  lighting,  and 
is  equipped  with  a  direct  and  indirect  system  of  heating.  The  di- 
rect system  is  steam.  The  indirect  system  is  used  for  ventilating 
purposes,  and  its  efficiency  is  increased  by  a  motor  driven  fan. 
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The  new  building  erected  to  take  the  place  of  the  one  destroyed 
by  fire  measures  71  by  15G  feet  and  is  of  semi-fire-proof  construction. 
Stairs  and  stair  halls  are  concrete.  Fireproof  doors  are  provided 
on  each  floor  between  stair  halls  and  corridors. 

In  addition  to  the  nine  grade  and  four  recitation  rooms,  space  is 
provided  for  an  administrative  office  on  the  first  floor,  for  girls'  and 
teachers'  rest  rooms  on  the  second  floor,  and  for  storage,  play  and 
toilet  purposes  and  for  the  heating  and  ventilating  apparatus  in 
the  basement.  The  sanitary  equipment  includes  a  steam  blower 
ventilating  system  with  auxiliary  vacuum  steam  radiation  in  all 
rooms.  Sanitary  drinking  fountains  are  located  on  each  floor.  The 
building  cost  about  $58,000.00.  The  building  was  opened  for  public 
inspection  on  April  21th  when  over  one  thousand  persons  visited 
the  building. 

Plans  were  formulated  for  social  center  work  but  we  had  no  room 
suitable  for  the  purpose.  The  new  building  is  well  located  and 
equipped  for  this  purpose  and  the  plans  will  be  put  into  operation 
the  coming  year. 

We  have  a  very  strong  parent-teacher  association.  By  this  asso- 
ciation all  buildings  have  been  equipped  with  a  first  aid  cabinet  and 
a  girls'  rest  room  was  fitted  up  in  the  high  school.  Near  the  close 
of  the  term  all  the  teachers  were  given  an  automobile  ride  and  on 
their  return  were  given  a  luncheon  and  entertainment  by  the  ladies 
of  the  association.  Parents  and  teachers  are  working  to  promote 
the  best  interest  of  the  schools. 

All  eighth  grade  pupils  meet  in  a  central  building  and  depart- 
mental work  is  carried  out.  In  the  high  school  departmental  work 
is  carried  out  as  nearly  as  possible,  with  excellent  results.  Dur- 
ing the  coming  year  we  anticipate  dividing  the  work  of  the  commc 
cial  department.  One  instructor  will  have  the  stenography  and 
typewriting  and  the  other  instructor  the  bookkeeping  with  the  re- 
maining subjects.  Agriculture  will  be  offered  for  the  first  tini' 
Typewriting  was  offered  last  year  as  an  elective  to  pupils  in  the 
literary  courses. 

We  divided  the  school  year  into  two  semesters.  Previously  the 
pupils  were  examined  in  the  work  of  the  year  at  the  close  of  the 
term.  Under  the  new  regulations  examinations  were  held  for 
eighth  grade  and  high  school  pupils  at  the  end  of  each  semester. 
Teachers  anjd  pupils  alike  prefer  the  latter  method  as  it  showed  the 
pupils  where  they  were  weak  and  it  indicated  to  the  instructors 
where  more  stress  was  needed  in  their  teaching. 
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MINERSVILLE— W.  M.  Yeingst. 


The  year  just  closed  has  been  very  satisfactory.  Although  the 
crowded  conditions  in  our  schools  more  or  less  interf erred  with  work, 
the  eil'ort  was  made  to  do  that  which  was  the  most  practical,  and  most 
pleasing  results  were  obtained. 

The  high  school  enrollment  was  particularly  gratifying.  One  hun- 
dred ninety-four  were  enrolled  and  very  few  dropped  out  of  school. 
The  records  show  that  but  two  simply  quit,  the  remaining  few  removed 
to  other  places  and  thus  were  compelled  to  go  elsewhere  to  school. 

Improvements  were  planned  and  carried  out  for  beautifying  the 
grounds  at  the  high  school  building.  Beds  of  tulips  and  hyacinths 
were  planted,  and  upon  the  close  of  the  season  scarlet  sage,  geraniums, 
dusty  miller,  and  other  fall  flowers  were  planted.  This  work  was  done 
by  the  high  school  pupils, — the  boys  making  the  plots  and  the  girls 
planting  and  caring  for  the  flowers.  The  board  caused  to  be  erected 
a  strong  concrete  retaining  wall  on  the  east  side,  and  this  with  the 
terraces  makes  the  high  school  one  of  the  few  beautiful  spots  in  the 
county. 

The  fitting-out  with  toilets  and  sanitary  plumbing  of  the  third 
street  building  now  makes  all  buildings  up-to-date  in  this  particular. 

The  great  trouble  with  towns  in  the  coal  region  is  that  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  provide  sufficient  school  room  for  the  increasing  popu- 
lation. We  could  use  ten  rooms  to  advantage  at  this  time;  but  the 
conditions  of  finances  will  not  allow  us  to  borrow  to  erect  the  build- 
ings, and  we  cannot  raise  the  millage  sufficient  to  provide  the  neces- 
sary money.  Our  population  is  made  up  to  a  great  extent  of  for- 
eigners who  contribute  to  school  work  by  sending  pupils  in  abund- 
ance; who  own  no  property  and  so  contribute  practically  nothing  to 
our  resources. 

Our  schools  came  to  a  close  on  June  10  when  we  graduated  a  class 
of  fifty  young  men  and  women — 28  males  and  22  females.  Rev.  Gran- 
ley  of  the  M.  E.  Church  preached  the  Baccalaureate  sermon,  and  Reed 
B.  Teitrick,  Deputy  State  Superintendent  delivered  to  the  large 
audience  the  commencement  address.  Both  addresses  Were  excellent 
and  were  highly  appreciated  by  all  those  present. 

Thanks  are  hereby  expressed  to  the  State  Department  for  help  re- 
ceived at  various  times  during  the  year. 
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MONESSEN— H.  E.  Gress. 


During  the  past  year  there  have  been  marked  changes  in  our 
schools.  The  total  enrollment  has  increased  from  2,774  to  3,027. 
There  have  been  two  new  school  buildings  occupied  during  the  year ; 
the  one  a  new  ten  room  grade  building  and  the  other  a  new  high  school 
building.  Each  of  these  buildings  has  the  most  modern  heating  and 
ventilating  system,  lire-proof  balls  and  stairs.  Both  of  these  build- 
ings have  automatic  regulators  for  the  heating  systems.  In  addi- 
tion, the  high  school  building  has  an  air  washer.  The  grade  building 
has  two  large  well  lighted  and  well  ventilated  playrooms  in  addition 
to  the  ten  class  rooms.  The  high  school  has  about  fifty  different 
rooms,  including  twenty-one  class  rooms,  four  domestic  science  rooms, 
three  manual  training  rooms,  two  locker  rooms,  two  shower  baths, 
gymnasium,  auditorium,  library  and  study  hall  combined,  offices, 
rest  rooms  and  supply  rooms*.  The  science  department  contains  a 
chemical  laboratory,  a  physical  laboratory,  a  biological  laboratory 
and  a  lecture  room.  All  of  these  rooms,  as  well  as  the  auditorium, 
are  furnished  with  both  alternating  and  direct  current.  The  com- 
mercial department  has  rooms  especially  arranged  for  that  purpose. 

Departmental  work  was  introduced  in  tbe  seventh  and  eighth 
grades.  German  was  taught  in  these  grades.  The  conversational 
method  was  principally  used.  Algebra  was  taught  in  the  last  half  of 
the  eighth  year.  The  history  teacher  emphasized  civics  in  connection 
with  his  history  work,  this  was  especially  true  during  the  last  half 
of  the  eighth  year.  Much  use  was  made  of  the  library.  Each  pupil 
was  assigned  some  topic  which  he  had  to  look  up  in  the  library  and 
report  on  to  the  class.  The  departmental  work  has  proved  very  satis- 
factory  during   this  year. 

We  have  had  medical  inspection  throughout  our  schools  during  the 
past  year.  The  Board  of  Education  appointed  seven  of  the  practicing 
physicians  of  Monessen  as  medical  inspectors.  One  was  assigned  to 
each  building  except  in  the  case  of  the  Jefferson  building  which  on 
account  of  its  size  had  two  inspectors.  The  examination  was  made 
early  in  the  school  term.  All  the  children  attending  the  schools  at 
that  time  (2,665)  were  examined  for  such  physical  defects  as  would 
hinder  their  progress  in  the  school. 

A  school  nurse  was  also  employed  during  the  entire  term.  The 
nurse  made  daily  visits  to  the  schools  and  when  necessary  called  at 
the  homes  and'instructed  the  parents  how  to  care  for  their  children. 
She  also  reported  and  explained  to  the  parents  the  physical  defects 
which  had  been  discovered  by  the  medical  inspectors. 
19 
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The  following  report  of  medical  inspection  as  made  by  the  school 
nurse : 

Total    number   examined,    2,605 

Number   reported   to   parent    or   guardian    by 

nurse,    2,363 

Defects.       No.  treated. 

Vision,   283  94 

Hearing,    155  19 

Nasal  breathing,   (Adenoids),   448  47 

Tonsils,    380  55 

Lymphnodes,   (Cervical  Glands),    ....  338  12 

Lungs,    8  *2 

f6 

Heart,    2  0 

Nervous  system,    5  1 

Orthopedic  defects,    (Deformities),    ..  1G  2 

Teeth, 1,179  171 

Nutrition,    180  15 

Chicken  pox, 12  12 

Mumps,    3  3 

Conjunctivitis,   77  68 

Pediculosis  (Scalp), 294  294 

In  addition  to  the  number  already  treated  quite  a  number  have  de- 
clared their  intention  of  having  their  children  treated  during  the 
summer  vacation.  There  are  a  few  parents  who  are  not  interested 
enough  in  the  welfare  of  their  children  to  have  the  defects  treated; 
while  there  are  others  who  do  not  believe  that  it  is  necessary  to  have 
any  treatment  for  these  defects.  They  say  that  their  children  will 
out-grow  them. 

The  last  two  summers  pla}rgrounds  have  been  maintained  at  three 
of  the  school  grounds  by  the  Board  of  Trade  and  the  Woman's  Club. 
This  year  these  have  been  taken  over  by  the  Board  of  Education. 
More  apparatus  has  been  added  and  the  term  has  been  lengthened 
from  seven  weeks  to  ten  weeks.  Each  of  these  grounds  is  in  charge  of 
an  experienced  teacher  who  in  addition  to  directing  the  play  of  the 
children  has  them  do  sewing  and  construction  work. 

University  extension  work  conducted  by  Dr.  E.  D.  Tyson  of  the 
University  of  Pittsburgh  was  taken  by  all  the  teachers.  Quite  a  num- 
ber of  them  took  an  examination  at  the  close  of  the  course  and  re- 
ceived college  credit. 

A  number  of  the  teachers  this  summer  are  taking  courses  at  summer 
schools.  Some  of  the  different  schools  attended  by  them  are  the  Uni- 

*Sent     to    dispensary.    fUnnecessary. 
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versity  of  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania  State  Oollge,  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Cornell  University,  University  of  Wisconsin,  Grove  City  Col- 
lege and  Chautauqua. 

Much  of  the  advancement  made  in  our  school  system  is  due  to  the 
progressive  spirit  of  the  members  of  the  school  board,  and  the  in- 
terest taken  in  their  work  by  the  teachers. 


MONONGAHELA  CITY— K.  G.  Dean. 


I  herewith  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  term  of  1914-1915. 

The  Monongahela  City  schools  have  been  putting  forth  their  best 
efforts  during  the  past  year  to  help  the  child. 

The  work  of  teaching  has  been  regularly  and  faithfully  pursued 
by  the  teachers.  No  revolution  of  methods  or  equipment  has  taken 
place,  but  the  hard  conscientious  work  that  counts  for  permanent  re- 
sults has  been  done. 

Regular  habits  of  work  and  study,  which  are  after  all  the  best 
equipment  with  which  the  student  can  be  furnished,  have  been  em- 
phasized. 

In  our  teaching  we  have  tried  to  hold  in  mind  the  four  essential 
processes  of  the  educated  mind: 

Observing  accurately. 
Recording  correctly. 

Comparing,  grouping  and  inferring  justly. 
Expressing  the  results  of  these  operations  with  clearness  and 
force. 

We  believe  the  function  of  the  school  is  to  train  the  youth  into  social 
efficiency,  to  secure  the  highest  degree  of  intellectual  vigor,  and  em- 
ploy it  in  the  best  way  for  successful  living. 

Several  of  our  teachers  are  taking  courses  of  training  during  the 
summer  months.  We  hope  for  better  results  with  more  extended 
training  for  teachers. 

During  the  past  year  we  have  increased  in  numbers,  our  enrollment 
reaching  the  highest  number  we  have  ever  had.  Nine  hundred  eighty- 
four  males  and  937  females  were  enrolled  in  our  schools.  The  number 
of  boys  is  considerably  above  the  number  of  girls.  We  are  in  need 
of  more  room,  and  the  board  has  begun  preparations  for  a  new  build- 
ing. On  May  25th,  the  issuing  of  $125,000.00  worth  of  bonds  was  au- 
thorized by  the  vote  of  the  people  of  the  district,  and  the  board  is 
making  preparations  to  build  a  new  building  in  the  second  ward. 

19—7—1915 


290  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

Our  high  school  has  grown  much  more  in  proportion  than  our  grade 
schools,  until  at  present  we  have  practically  outgrown  our  quarters 
and  the  need  of  more  spacious  and  more  suitable  high  school  rooms 
is  apparent. 

The  Friday  Conversational  Club  and  the  Mothers'  Club  of  Monon- 
gahela  City  each  appropriated  two  hundred  dollars  during  the  sum- 
mer toward  the  equipment  of  a  cooking  room  and  a  sewing  room. 

We  have  equipped  rooms  for  the  accommodation  of  twenty  girls  in 
cooking  classes,  and  are  teaching  the  high  school  and  grammar  school 
girls  in  both  cooking  and  sewing. 

With  the  districts  of  Charleroi  and  Donora  we  held  our  annual 
Teachers'  Institute  in  Monongahela  City,  during  the  week  of  August 
24,  1914.    The  following  instructors  were  present  during  the  week: 
Dr.  S.  C.  Schmucker,  West  Chester  State  Normal  School. 
Br.  H.  B.  Davis,  Teachers'  Training  School,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 
Dr.  Edwin  E.  Sparks,  President  State  College. 
Miss  Margaret  McGuire,  Principal  George  Washington,  Phila. 
Miss  Rose  Fetterolf,  Department  Drawing,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

The  Institute  was  one  of  the  best  we  have  ever  attended. 

The  interest  of  the  teachers  in  the  valuable  lectures  was  far  beyond 
that  of  the  average  institute.  The  sessions  of  the  institute  were  all 
free  to  the  public,  and  were  all  largely  attended.  Next  year  we  will 
meet  in  Donora. 

Twice  during  the  term  we  observed  Patrons'  Day,  at  which  time  in- 
vitations were  issued  to  patrons  and  friends  to  visit  our  schools.  Al- 
most fifteen  hundred  visited  our  schools  during  these  afternoons. 

These  days  seem  to  serve  to  keep  the  schools  and  the  homes  in 
touch  and  in  sympathy  with  each  other. 

During  the  past  year  The  Kindergarten  Association  of  Monongahela 
City  has  maintained  kindergartens  supported  by  the  association,  the 
school  board  furnishing  the  rooms. 

While  the  past  year  has  not  been  marked  by  any  radical  change 
of  plans  or  equipment,  we  have  steadily  advanced  and  our  schools 
are  doing  more  than  ever  to  help  the  boy  and  girl  in  the  formation  of 
character  and  in  fitting  themselves  for  life's  work. 


MOUNT  CARMEL— S.  H.  Dean. 


Most  of  our  high  school  graduates  after  leaving  us  either  enter  col- 
lege or  some  one  of  our  State  Normal  schools. 

It  has  been  a  very  interesting  sight  to  see  a  large  class  of  full  grown 
men  and  women  working  in  our  evening  schools.     Some  of  them  are 
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learning  to  read  the  English  language  and  some  take  the  higher  work 
of  book-keeping  and  mining.  We  employ  for  the  night  schools  five  of 
our  best  teachers  from  the  day  force.  It  has  been  found  best  to  teach 
but  three  days  a  week  so  that  it  will  not  be  so  strenuous  on  the  stu- 
dents. 

The  athletics  are  under  the  supervision  of  the  teachers  of  the  high 
school.  Football,  baseball  and  basket  ball  are  the  most  popular.  We 
had  field  day  but  once  for  athletics. 

Our  classes  in  all  grades  take  many  excursions  for  geography  and 
science  and  we  find  it  time  well  spent. 

Our  teachers  are  so  in  love  with  the  work  that  it  is  nearly  impos- 
sible for  any  one  to  persuade  one  to  accept  his  hand  and  heart.  In 
jspite  of  that  fact  our  teachers  appear  very  youthful.  They  prove  that 
it  is  worry  and  not  intelligent  work  that  makes  one  get  old. 

It  is  a  crime  to  enforce  the  compulsory  law  Saturdays  and  during 
rhe  vacations,  and  practicably  impossible  to  do  so  in  school  time. 

We  have  twelve  first  grades,  seven  second  grades,  seven  third  grades, 
seven  fourth  grades,  five  fifth  grades,  four  sixth  grades,  two  seventh 
grades,  and  two  eighth  grades.  Times  are  hard  and  those  that  can 
work  need  the  money. 


NANTICOKE— Alton  P.  Diffendafer, 


Our  school  term  which  began  August  31st,  closed  June  11th,  with 
an  average  monthly  enrollment  of  3,533.  The  year  has  been  a  pleasant 
and  profitable  one. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  thirty-four  pupils  were  graduated  from 
our  high  school.  This  is  the  largest  class  to  be  graduated  from  our 
high  school.  Nearly  all  of  them  will  enter  normal  school  or  college 
this  fall.  A  review  of  the  record  of  our  high  school  graduates  shows 
that  the  greater  number  of  them  (eighty-two  per  cent.)  go  on  to  a 
higher  school.  Our  high  school  has  been  represented  at  twenty  col- 
leges and  four  normal  schools  by  pupils  who  have  been  graduated 
here  in  the  past  ten  years.  Those  who  have  completed  their  higher 
courses  are  occupying  positions  of  responsibility  and  trust  in  this 
and  other  communities.  It  is  gratifying  to  us  to  note  that  the  two 
largest  building  projects  ever  undertaken  in  this  place  are  under  the 
direct  management  of  two  recent  graduates  of  our  high  school.  The 
citizens  of  Nanticoke  are  proud  of  the  record  of  the  high  school  and 
willingly  support  it. 

A  new  high  school  building,  costing  |225,000,  is  nearing  comple- 
tion, and  will  be  used  during  the  coming  year.    The  building  is  of  fire- 
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proof  construction,  equipped  with  the  best  approved  ventilating  ap- 
paratus, has  the  most  recent  sanitary  devices  for  protecting  the  health 
of  the  pupils  and  is  thoroughly  modern  in  all  its  appointments.  It 
contains  in  addition  to  the  regular  school  rooms,  a  fine  auditorium,  a 
spacious  gymnasium  with  shower  baths  and  lockers  for  boys  and  girls, 
and  rooms  for  manual  training  and  domestic  science.  It  is  planned  to 
make  this  not  only  a  school  building  for  a  few  hours  in  the  day  time, 
but  also  to  use  it  as  a  social  center.  A  complete  new  equipment  will 
be  installed  in  the  physical,  biological  and  chemical  laboratories. 

In  addition  to  the  instruction  received  at  our  regular  institutes, 
our  teachers  have  taken  advantage  of  the  opportunities  offered  by  the 
extension  school  established  by  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  to 
make  their  work  more  efficient.  Over  eighty  per  cent,  of  them  were 
enrolled  in  this  University-extension  course.  The  series  of  fifteen  lec- 
tures given  by  Dr.  A.  Duncan  Yocum  on  "Efficiency  in  School  Work" 
were  a  source  of  inspiration  and  profit  to  our  teachers.  This  exten- 
sion class  of  the  department  of  pedagogy  has  been  an  important  fea- 
ture in  their  educational  life.  The  lectures  and  collateral  reading 
have  given  them  a  new  inspiration  and  have  helped  them  to  measure 
their  own  work  and  to  determine  whether  their  methods  of  teaching 
were  effective  ones.  We  hope  to  continue  these  studies  during  the 
coming  year  if  a  similar  opportunity  is  afforded. 

The  evening  vocational  classes  were  more  largely  attended  than  in 
previous  years.  Anthracite  coal  mining  being  the  principal  industry 
of  this  community,  special  attention  was  given  at  first  to  the  courses 
of  study  relating  to  the  mining  industry.  The  courses  were  so  planned 
that  the  men  who  desired  to  take  the  state  examinations  for  mine- 
foreman  and  assistant  mine-foreman  certificates  could  receive  instruc- 
tion in  mine  gases,  mine  ventilation,  mine  law,  mining  arithmetic, 
etc.  Sixteen  members  of  the  advanced  class  took  the  examinations 
and  fourteen  of  them  passed  creditable  examinations.  If  the  oppor- 
tunities of  these  evening  classes  had  been  denied  them,  but  few  of 
them  could  have  passed  their  examinations.  Other  courses  were 
planned  for  those  who  were  not  sufficiently  prepared  for  the  advanced 
work,  and  also  courses  for  the  men  who  work  in  the  electrical,  en- 
gineering and  special  departments.  The  household  arts  classes  were 
largely  attended.  At  the  close  of  the  term  an  exhibition  was  given 
of  the  work  done  by  many  of  the  young  women  who  were  members 
of  this  department.  Nine  hundred  ninety-six  persons  were  enrolled 
in  the  evening  classes,  and  twenty-four  teachers  were  employed  in 
the  same. 

During  the  past  year  special  attention  was  given  to  the  physical 
condition  of  the  school  children.  Our  medical  inspector  made  a  care- 
ful examination  of  the  pupils,  and  made  the  discovery  that  many  of 
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our  pupils  needed  medical  attention.  An  open  window  school  was  or- 
ganized for  the  tubercular  children  so  that  they  might  be  separated 
from  the  other  pupils.  In  all  school  rooms  we  have  required  simple 
gymnastic  exercises  twice  a  day  during  which  the  windows  are  thrown 
wide  open.  The  results  secured  from  the  open  window  school  have 
been  so  satisfactory  that  we  plan  to  have  several  more  of  them  for 
the  coming  term.  The  low  temperature  room  is  much  preferred  to  the 
warm  room  for  good  school  work. 

Several  tests  have  been  given  during  the  year  to  see  whether  our 
methods  were  producing  efficient  results.  While  in  several  cases  our 
averages  were  above  those  specified  by  the  originators  of  the  tests, 
they  proved  to  us  that  we  cannot  neglect  the  old  fundamentals  of  our 
course  of  study,  and  that  there  is  no  method  that  will  take  the  place 
of  the  old  fashioned  drill.  We  continue  to  lay  stress  upon  a  good 
foundation,  and  endeavor  to  have  our  pupils  strive  for  proficiency  in 
those  things  which  will  be  of  greatest  use  in  the  home  and  the  business 
world. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  our  schools  are  growing  in 
numbers,  in  efficiency,  and  in  the  affections  of  the  public. 


NEW  BRIGHTON— Flovd  Atwell. 


In  this  report  I  mention  the  following  as  subjects  of  interest  in  con- 
nection with  the  Avork  of  our  schools: 

The  policy  of  the  New  Brighton  school  board  always  has  been  that 
all  teachers,  and  especially  the  young  and  inexperienced  ones,  must 
advance  and  improve  professionally  to  retain  their  positions  in  the 
schools.  The  wisdom  and  justice  of  such  a  policy  has  been  demon- 
strated wherever  it  has  been  followed  and  should  not  be  questioned 
in  any  community.  In  this  connection  I  wish  to  state  that  last  year 
thirty-four  of  our  teachers  held  normal  and  permanent  certificates 
and  thirteen  held  professional  certificates.  I  believe  that  this  was  the 
first  year  in  the  history  of  the  New  Brighton  schools  in  which  no 
teacher  held  a  provisional  (lowest  grade)  certificate.  Practically  all 
of  our  teachers  respond  to  this  progressive  policy  with  the  proper 
attitude.  Besides  doing  the  professional  reading  and  study  that  is 
required  of  all  the  teachers,  seventeen  of  them  are  at  present  attend- 
ing summer  school  and  thus  better  fitting  themselves  for  taking  up 
next  vear's  work. 
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Iii  the  grade  schools  during  past  years  the  average  number  of 
pupils  to  a  teacher  has  always  been  too  high  and  is  too  high  yet  for 
most  efficient  work,  however,  quite  an  advance  position  has  been  taken 
in  this  respect  in  the  fact  that,  during  the  last  ten  years  the  average 
number  has  been  reduced  from  forty-nine  to  forty-two  pupils.  The 
records  show  that  this  reduction  has  been  brought  about  gradually 
during  the  intervening  years  and  you  can  readily  see  that  teachers  are 
working  under  better  conditions  and  thus  are  enabled  to  do  better 
work  than  formerly.  This  process  should  be  continued  until  the  aver- 
age enrollment  per  teacher  is  brought  down  to  thirty-five  pupils. 
Owing  to  conditions  that  can  not  yet  be  well  remedied,  the  enrollment 
in  the  first  grades  and  in  the  sixth  and  seventh  grades  was  too  high 
per  teacher  last  year,  being  in  some  few  instances  more  than  fifty 
pupils. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  more  pupils  in  the  sixth,  seventh  and 
eighth  grades  remained  in  school  last  year  than  in  previous  years. 
As  was  stated  on  commencement  night,  fifty-seven  pupils  were  pro- 
moted at  the  close  of  the  term  from  the  sixteenth  step  to  enter  high 
school  in  September.  This  indicates  that  the  people  of  New  Brighton 
are  aware  that  more  than  a  common  school  education  is  essential  in 
preparation  for  a  successful  career  in  life  and  that  they  are  deeply  in- 
terested in  having  their  children  make  this  preparation  by  embracing 
the  advantages  of  the  high  school  work.  The  year's  term  enrollment 
by  grades  was  as  follows: 


1st 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

5th 

6th 

7th 

8th 

Grade 

Grade 

Grade 

Grade 

Grade 

Grade 

Grade  . 

Grade 

262        247        219        217        222        145        128        101 

A  special  effort  was  made  on  Friday,  December  18,  the  last  day  of 
school  before  the  Christmas  vacation,  to  bring  the  parents  and  other 
friends  to  visit  the  schools.  When  the  visitors  had  arrived  one  recita- 
tion was  conducted  by  each  teacher,  after  which  the  regular  schedule 
of  classes  was  discontinued  to  give  time  for  the  special  exercises 
which  had  been  arranged.  All  of  the 'buildings  were  crowded  with 
visitors  during  the  afternoon  who  seemed  to  enjoy  very  much  the 
work  and  exercises  of  the  children. 

An  interesting  event  in  connection  with  the  year's  work  was  the 
musical  entertainment  entitled  "The  Mother  Goose  Party,"  given  by 
about  one  hundred  boys  and  boys  of  the  grade  schools.  Miss  Wills, 
the  supervisor  of  music,  assisted  by  others,  trained  the  children  for 
this  occasion.  About  five  hundred  people  heard  the  children  sing 
each  evening  and  were  amazed  at  the  success  of  such  a  difficult  under- 
taking. A  nice  sum  of  money  was  realized  as  the  proceeds  which  is 
being  used  in  purchasing  needed  equipment. 

On  Friday,  April  30,  and  Saturday,  May  1,  a  general  exhibit  of  our 
school  work  was  given  in  the  Central  Building.     Some  new  features 
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were  added  to  the  plan  of  the  exhibit  and  the  arrangement  of  the 
work,  but  the  main  features  were  similar  to  those  of  last  year.  We 
believe  that  more  people  came  to  see  the  display  this  year  than  last. 

These  three  events  just  mentioned  had  a  good  effect,  not  only  in  the 
way  of  showing  to  the  public  the  work  of  the  schools,  but  also  in 
bringing  the  teachers  and  parents  nearer  together  and  thus  leading  to 
still  closer  co-operation. 

The  crowded  and  congested  condition  of  the  high  school  has  fre- 
quently been  mentioned  and  is  recognized  by  the  members  of  the  board 
and  by  the  citizens  of  the  district.  With  the  fifty-seven  students  who 
will  enter  the  high  school  from  the  grades,  a  serious  problem  con- 
fronts the  administration  in  organizing  the  work  this  coming  year.  I 
am  much  pleased  with  the  action  of  the  board  in  taking  steps  toward 
the  purchase  of  a  sight  for  a  new  high  school  building  in  the  near 
future.  When  this  has  been  accomplished,  both  our  high  school  and 
our  grade  schools  will  be  well  equipped  and  can  be  organized  to  a 
much  better  advantages. 

Early  last  spring  the  boys  and  girls  of  the  school  were  encouraged 
to  do  some  gardening  during  the  summer  with  the  understanding  that 
an  exhibit  of  their  products  would  be  held  in  the  early  fall  and  that 
prizes  would  be  given  for  the  best  exhibits.  As  a  result  of  this  ar- 
rangement many  children  of  the  schools  are  working  gardens,  hoping 
to  be  proud  of  their  display  in  the  fall  and  no  doubt  desirous  of 
winning  a  prize. 

Two  important  advance  movements  for  next  year  are  the  introduc- 
tion of  departmental  work  in  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  and  the 
introduction  of  a  domestic  science  course  for  the  girls  of  the  upper 
grades  and  the  high  school.  Two  advantages  of  the  departmental 
work  that  might  be  mentioned  are  that  better  teaching  can  be  done  by 
having  each  teacher  follow  her  special  subjects  through  both  grades 
and  thus  co-ordinate  the  work  more  closely,  and  second,  that  it  will 
enable  us  to  organize  many  more  of  the  grade  rooms  with  only  one 
step  in  a  room  instead  of  two  as  we  formerly  have  done. 

The  course  in  domestic  science  will  be  of  more  practical  value  to 
the  majority  of  the  girls  than  any  other  subject  in  the  curriculum 
and  should  be  highly  appreciated. 


NEW  CASTLE— Geo.  A.  Dickson. 


I  beg  leave  to  submit  my  first  annual  report. 

A  total  of  7,150  different  children  has  been  enrolled  during  the  year. 
Of  the  children  in  the  elementary  schools  on  the  last  month,  86  per 
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cent,  were  promoted  unqualifiedly;  11  per  cent,  were  retained  un- 
qualifiedly, and  the  3  per  cent,  were  recommended  to  the  summer 
school  for  six  weeks  which  is  carried  on  each  summer,  to  help  pupils 
who,  in  the  judgment  of  their  teachers,  will  be  enabled  to  make  a 
grade  in  this  way. 

Judged  by  the  past,  a  large  number  of  this  3  per  cent,  will  make  the 
grade,  thus  saving  the  time  to  themselves,  and  the  cost  of  the  com- 
munity of  a  year  of  instruction  at  a  cost  of  about  $600.00.  Data  are 
not  at  hand  with  which  to  compare  the  present  percentage  of  pro- 
motions. 

During  the  month  of  March  a  preliminary  survey  of  retardation 
was  made  for  the  elementary  schools.  The  basic  plan  was  simply  this : 
What  is  the  age  of  the  child?  What  would  be  his  grade  if  he  had 
entered  at  six  years  and  had  made  a  grade  a  year?  Why  is  he  not  in 
such  grade?  Two  thousand  four  hundred  forty-two  cases  were  re- 
ported, some  of  the  causes  of  which  are  as  follows:  Late  entering  442 ; 
change  of  school  "moving,"  419;  sickness,  466;  lack  of  interest,  3S6; 
slow  mentality,  500;  physical  defects,  91.  Eight  hundred  two  were 
repeating  one  year ;  91  repeating  two  years ;  20,  three  years ;  9,  four 
years;  1,  five  years.  We  have  here  an  interesting  field  for  further 
study  and  investigation. 

A  preliminary  study  of  the  grammatical  errors  of  speech  of  chil- 
dren through  the  grades  three,  four,  five,  six,  seven  and  eight,  has 
been  made  in  order  to  get  a  practical  answer  to  the  question :  Does  the 
teaching  of  the  standard  technical  grammar  do  much  for  correctness 
in  speech  ?  The  answer  is,  No !  Many  of  the  children  had  had  five 
years  of  grammar.  One  thousand  seven  hundred  ninety-six  mistakes 
were  classified;  464  were  irregular  uses  of  the  strong  verbs,  as  seen 
for  saw,  broke  for  broken;  162  were  ain't  and  haint  for  are  not;  163 
were  mistakes  of  the  personal  pronounm ;  162  were  the  use  of  a  double 
negative;  103  use  of  "can"  instead  of  "may;"  62  superfluous  use  of 
the  forms  of  the  verb  "to  get."  It  is  true  that  correctness  of  use  of 
the  mother  tongue  is  an  atmosphere,  and  so  not  easily  attainable  in 
many  homes,  but  it  is  also  true  that  the  standard  technical  grammar 
with  its  burden  of  rules  and  its  multitude  of  technical  terms,  is  be- 
yond the  mental  grasp  of  most  children,  is  a  huge  waster  of  time  and 
effort,  and  accomplishes  almost  nothing.  This  investigation  will  be 
continued  next  year  in  oral  and  written  work  in  the  grades  and  in 
high  school.  Also,  we  hope  to  direct  our  fire  toward  these  classes  of 
errors. 

In  October,  a  night  school  for  foreigners  was  opened,  which  ran 
until  in  April.  On  the  first  night,  30  persons  and  one  teacher  were 
on  hand.  Eventually  nine  teachers  were  employed  with  an  enrollment 
of  450  men  and  women.  Many  made  excellent  progress,  acquiring  a 
reading  and  writing  knowledge  of  English,  with  some  arithmetic  and 
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civics.  Quite  a  number  made  preparation  for  the  naturalization 
tests.  Twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the  attendance  was  Russian;  twenty 
per  cent.  Polish;  18  per  cent.  Austrian;  Italian  12  per  cent.  The 
total  cost  was  $1,325.88.  The  night  school  represents  the  best  avail- 
able means  of  establishing  communication  between  themselves  and 
an  American  environment. 

It  is  planned  to  have  an  industrial  survey  for  night  school  pur- 
poses with  the  assistance  of  the  State  Inspector  of  Vocational  Educa- 
tion, with  a  view  to  the  opening  of  vocational  night  schools. 

In  March,  a  School  Savings  System  was  introduced  under  the  care 
of  one  of  the  banks,  and  is  now  in  operation  in  three  buildings.  Three 
hundred  thirty-three  accounts  were  opened  with  deposits  of  |307.67. 
It  is  hoped  in  time  to  extend  the  system  to  all  the  schools  of  the  city. 

An  investigation  of  the  age  of  children  reported  by  the  medical  in- 
spector as  having  defective  teeth  and  defective  vision  has  been  made. 
In  above  2,000  cases  of  bad  teeth  and  above  400  cases  of  defective 
vision,  the  ages  were  found  to  be  as  follows :  Teeth — six  years,  378 ; 
seven,  360;  eight,  31S;  nine,  243;  ten,  214;  eleven,  167;  twelve,  158. 
The  multitude  of  cases  are  apparently  the  transition  from  the  first 
teeth  to  the  permanent  set.  The  cases  of  vision  are;  six  years,  15; 
seven  years,  30 ;  eight  years,  55 ;  nine  years,  44 ;  ten  years,  53 ;  eleven 
years,  53;  twelve  years,  56;  thirteen  years,  38.  At  the  same  time 
these  figures  are  suggestive  of  school  dental  and  eye  clinics. 

The  elementary  course  of  study  is  undergoing  revision. 

Two  additional  centers  for  the  alternating  system,  by  which  the 
pupils  spend  part  of  the  school  day  on  playgrounds,  has  been  ex- 
tended to  two  additional  buildings,  and  will  be  used  in  a  fourth  the 
coming  year.  Two  additional  centers  for  domestic  science  and  art, 
and  manual  training  have  been  fitted  up.  All  the  pupils  of  the  sixth, 
seventh  and  eighth  grades  have  instruction  in  these  subjects.  In  addi- 
tion, woodworking  has  been  provided  in  the  first  year  of  the  high 
school,  wdiile  domestic  science  will  be  introduced  there  with  the  open- 
ing of  the  next  school  year.  Instruction  in  these  subjects  will  be  ex- 
tended as  facilities  and  money  are  available. 

An  experiment  has  been  made  with  overgrown,  backward  and  de- 
linquent boys,  taking  them  from  their  grades  and  putting  them  in 
the  shops,  giving  them  a  maximum  of  hand  work,  and  a  minimum  of 
book  work,  with  excellent  results.  Boys,  who  were  in  juvenile  court, 
in  some  cases,  truants  and  incorrigibles,  gave  no  further  trouble.  The 
experiment  is  suggestive  of  special  equipment  and  special  teachers  for 
such  children,  of  both  sexes. 

The  high  school  has  had  a  successful  year,  with  a  total  attendance 
of  840  pupils.  Of  these  above,  100  from  the  country  districts.  There 
were  graduated  ninety-eight  academic  and  twenty-five  commercial 
pupils. 
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In  the  way  of  bad  luck,  in  January  one  of  our  buildings  providing 
for  five  hundred  pupils,  had  to  be  closed  for  repairs,  and  another  of 
six  hundred  and  fifty  pupils  was  burned  down.  The  above  one  thou- 
sand pupils  had  to  be  provided  for  at  the  same  time,  in  churches  and 
similar  places.  A  contract  of  $85,000.00  has  been  left  for  an  entirely 
modern  building  to  replace  that  which  was  burned.  Gymnasium, 
auditorium,  playrooms,  library  room  will  be  included.  This  plant, 
with  annex  which  was  not  destroyed  will  accommodate  900  to  1,000 
children,  in  connection  with  the  playground. 

Departmental  teaching  has  been  introduced  into  the  eighth  grade 
grammar  school,  and  a  differentiation  of  the  course  is  under  con- 
sideration. 

With  it  all,  the  school  population  is  increasing  at  the  rate  of  an 
eight  room  or  ten  room  building  a  year,  indeed,  almost  faster  than 
the  resources,  and  with  all  industries  in  full  operation  once  more, 
the  task  of  finding  adequate  school  accommodations  will  be  upon  us. 


NEW  KENSINGTON— J.  E.  Hershberger. 


The  year  just  closed  has  been  an  exceedingly  busy  one  as  well  as 
one  of  marked  improvement.  Upon  the  opening  of  a  new  Parochial 
school  and  the  occupying  of  the  new  high  school  last  fall,  the  con- 
gested conditions  of  our  schools  were  relieved  to  such  an  extent  that 
the  average  enrollment  per  teacher  was  the  lowest  in  years. 

The  dedication  of  our  new  high  school  building  on  Labor  Day,  Sept. 
7,  1914  was  a  red  letter  day  in  the  school  history  of  New  Kensington. 
The  day  was  an  ideal  one  for  the  occasion  and  a  crowd  of  almost  6,000 
people  were  present.  Dr.  Becht  of  the  State  Board  'of  Education  and 
Dr.  Linhart  of  the  University  of  Pittsburg  were  the  speakers  of  the 
day  and  both  gave  excellent  addresses  which  were  very  much  appre- 
ciated. Prior  to  the  exercises,  which  were  held  in  front  of  the  build- 
ing, a  monster  parade  of  more  than  1,500  school  children,  with  the 
largest  turn  out  of  fraternal  organizations  and  trades  unions  ever 
witnessed  in  the  town,  marched  over  the  principal  streets.  The  Jr. 
O.  U.  A.  M.  presented  to  the  school  a  magnificent  flag;  P.  O.  S.  A.,  a 
beautiful  Bible;  the  K.  of  M.,  a  fine  silk  marching  flag;  and  the  K.  of 
P.,  a  fine  leather  bound  thin  leaf  Bible.  The  spirit  manifested  on  that 
day  surely  forbode  good  things  for  the  year  and  there  was  no  dis- 
appointment. The  building  is  not  only  a  credit  to  the  town  but  a  long 
step  in  the  educational  development  of  the  community. 
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The  plan  of  the  Junior  and  Senior  high  school  is  working  out  far 
hetter  than  we  had  anticipated.  In  the  Junior  high  school  the  pupil 
is  promoted  by  subjects  two  years  earlier  than  under  the  former  ar- 
rangement. The  manual  training,  domestic  science,  and  commercial 
courses  have  made  the  work  in  this  division  more  attractive  than 
formerly.  Those  who  show  marked  ability  have  carried  on  success- 
fully other  work  than  simply  the  requirements  of  work  per  year,  thus 
giving  the  bright  boy  or  bright  girl  more  consideration.  In  the  in- 
dustrial work,  the  Junior  high  school  affords  us  the  "trying  out"  or 
the  "finding  out"  period  before  the  student  is  permitted  to  enter  the 
regular  trade  work  in  the  Senior  high  school.  A  closer  correlation  of 
studies  is  made  so  that  much  of  the  time  spent  formerly  in  teaching 
subjects  in  a  disconnected  manner  is  saved  to  both  teacher  and  pupil. 
During  the  year  a  program  of  seven-fifty  minute  periods  was  fol- 
lowed; part  of  each  period  was  devoted  to  study  under  the  direction 
of  the  teacher;  while  the  study  hall  was  always  in  charge  of  two  or 
three  teachers  to  direct  study.  In  this  manner  home  study  was  prac- 
tically cut  into  half  while  the  student  body  did  better  work  than  be- 
fore. 

During  the  coming  year  the  machine  shop,  pattern  shop,  and  sheet- 
metal  drafting  departments  will  be  in  full  operation,  each  in  charge 
*of  a  skilled  man,  who  not  only  received  his  training  in  technical  school 
but  having  a  number  of  years  of'  practical  shop  training.  The  indus- 
tries of  the  community  are  giving  their  hearty  co-operation  to  this  new 
feature  of  our  school  work. 

The  commercial  courses  are  not  only  proving  popular  but  show 
that  high  school  commercial  students  can  be  trained  to  fill  positions 
as  the  number  of  students  placed  during  the  last  few  months  shows. 

While  the  high  school  work  was  broadening  in  its  scope  of  work, 
the  little  folks'  work  was  not  forgotten,  for  the  Board  of  Education 
opened  the  Kindergarten  work  during  the  year.  This  new  venture 
for  this  town  is  receiving  most  cordially  the  support  of  the  citizens  of 
this  community.  We  have  two  regular  Kindergarten  teachers  with 
two  assistants. 

That  the  Board  of  Education  is  alive  and  mindful  of  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  community  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  a  most  modern 
system  of  sanitation  is  installed  in  the  first  ward  building,  making  the 
four  buildings  of  the  town  modern  in  every  respect. 

Taking  all  things  into  consideration,  we  surely  ought  to  have  a  most 
excellent  year  ahead. 
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NEWPORT  TWP.  (LUZERNE  CO.)— Thomas  A.  Dixon. 


I  respectfully  submit  to  you  the  following  report  for  the  school 
year,  ending  July,  1015. 

Two  thousand  three  hundred  eleven  pupils  were  enrolled  in  the 
Newport  township  public  schools,  during  the  school  year  ending  July, 
1915.  The  average  attendance  was  one  thousand  nine  hundred  eleven, 
of  this  number  three  hundred  forty-five  had  a  perfect  attendance 
record.  There  is  a  very  good  spirit  existing  among  the  pupils  and  they 
seem  very  much  interested  in  their  school  work  as  is  shown  from  the 
fact  that  more  than  ninety-six  per  cent,  of  them  were  promoted  to 
higher  grades. 

I  have  re-arranged  the  course  of  study  and  placed  the  schools  on  a 
more  modern  and  progressive  basis.  I  have  introduced  into  the 
schools  the  Palmer  System  of  writing  and  placed  a  supervisor  in 
charge  of  it  with  the  result  that  the  system  has  been  a  great  success 
and  has  amply  repaid  the  district  for  the  extra  expense  incurred  by 
its  adoption. 

The  children  are  clean  and  well  clad.  The  buildings  are  clean  and 
in  a  sanitary  condition.  Some  of  the  buildings  were  overcrowded, 
but  that  condition  will  be  relieved,  at  the  opening  of  the  next  school 
term  as  the  school  board  has  already  awarded  the  contract  for  the 
construction  of  a  new  eight-room  school  building,  at  an  expense  of 
some  forty-six  thousand  dollars. 

The  teachers  are  kind  to  their  pupils,  interested  in  their  work  and 
respectful  to  their  superintendent. 

The  school  board  is  active  and  progressive  and  at  present  is  con- 
tracting for  an  expenditure  of  some  twenty-thousand  dollars  in  re- 
pair of  buildings  and  improvement  of  play  grounds.  The  attitude  of 
the  school  board  is  co-operative  and  the  members  at  all  times  are  will- 
ing to  do  anything  that  would  be  for  the  betterment  of  the  schools. 


NORRISTOWN— A.  S.  Martin. 


Three  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy-four  pupils  were  en- 
rolled during  the  school  year  ending  July  1,  1915.  Of  this  number 
1,982  were  males  and  1,992  were  females.  The  number  enrolled  in 
the  elementary  schools  was  3,445 ;  in  the  high  school,  529.  The  aver- 
age attendance  was  3,175. 


No.  7.  NORRISTOWN.  301 

The  total  number  of  pupils  admitted  during  the  year  was  751.  Of 
this  number,  418  were  beginners,  236  of  whom  were  admitted  in  Sep- 
tember and  155  in  February. 

Five  hundred  and  twenty-five  pupils  left  the  public  schools  during 
the  school  term.  Of  this  number,  79  were  graduated  in  the  four-years 
high  school  couises  and  13  were  graduated  in  the  two-years  high 
school  vocational  course;  125  received  labor  certificates;  270  moved 
from  the  district;  21  left  to  attend  other  schools;  10  withdrew  on  ac- 
count of  sickness  and  7  died.  Sixteen  of  the  labor  certificates  were 
issued  to  high  school  pupils.  One  hundred  and  fifty-four  pupils  fin- 
ished the  work  required  for  admission  to  the  high  school.  Fifty-nine 
completed  this  work  in  February  and  95  in  June. 

One  hundred  and  four  teachers  were  employed  of  whom  81  devoted 
all  their  time  to  the  elementary  schools,  18  to  the  high  school,  and  5 
devoted  their  time  to  all  the  schools.  The  average  remuneration  of 
the  elementary  teachers  exclusive  of  the  principals  was  |541.33;  of 
the  high  school  teachers,  exclusive  of  the  principal,  $973.53.  The 
average  salary  of  the  principals,  special  teachers,  high  school  teachers, 
and  the  elementary  school  teachers  was  $670.67. 

The  night  school  was  maintained  in  the  high  school  building  two 
evenings  a  week  during  twenty  weeks.  The  sessions  were  two  hours 
long.  Four  teachers  were  employed.  The  subjects  of  instruction  were 
spelling,  reading,  writing,  business  English,  arithmetic,  and  mechan- 
ical drawing. 

Three  thousand  five  hundred  and  seventy  pupils  were  examined  by 
the  medical  inspectors.    The  results  follow : 

Defective  vision,   518 

Defective  hearing, 125 

Defective  teeth,  993 

Throat  and  nasal  defects, 447 

Other  defects,    106 

Total,   2,189 

The  School  Savings  Fund  was  introduced  into  the  district  in  1890. 
The  amount  deposited  since  then  to  date  is  $252,657.50.  The  amount 
withdrawn  to  date  is  $226,185.78.  The  amount  remaining  on  deposit 
July  1,  1915  is  $20,471. 72.  The  amount  deposited  during  the  year  end- 
ing July  1,  1915  is  $9,626.99.  The  number  of  depositors  for  the  year 
ending  July  1,  1915  is  2,014. 

The  principal  influences  for  teacher-improvement  and  stimulation 
of  the  cooperation  of  the  various  factors  which  contribute  towards 
success  in  a  school  system  were  educational  meetings,  parents-teach- 
ers' meetings,  university  extension  courses,  monthly  lectures  on  cur- 
rent problems  of  education,  teachers'  institute  and  university  and  col- 
lege courses. 
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The  chief  material  improvements  of  the  year  were  the  erection  of  a 
twelve-room  brick  building  and  the  enlargement  and  improvement  of 
a  playground  in  connection  with  the  Noble  Street  school.  All  our 
schools  are  well  supplied  with  playgrounds  which  are  accessible  to  all 
the  children  of  the  town  during  the  entire  year. 

At  the  regular  June  meeting  the  school  board  decided  that  in  the 
future  the  minimum  salary  for  teachers  in  Norristown  shall  be  $500 
for  a  term  of  195  days.  This  recognized  the  recommendation  of  the 
superintendent  which  was  renewed  annually  since  the  inauguration 
of  the  new  school  law. 

Eight  years  ago  the  essentials  of  a  common  school  education  were 
strongly  emphasized  by  the  elimination  of  much  material  from  the 
various  subjects  pursued  in  the  elementary  schools  which  was  of  no 
direct  and  vital  concern  in  the  mastery  of  the  fundamentals  of  a  com- 
mon school  education.  Two  important  concerns  in  teaching  are:  how 
to  teach  and  what  to  teach.  The  intelligent  teacher  trains  to  master 
both.  She  will  spend  the  major  portion  of  her  time  in  teaching  thor- 
oughly the  few  fundamentals  of  each  subject.  It  has  been  the  con- 
stant aim  to  train  the  judgment  of  the  teachers  to  recognize  the  values 
of  life  and  to  know  definitely  what  subjects  and  portions  of  subjects 
in  the  curriculum  train  the  child  to  achieve  these  values. 

In  addition  to  the  courses  in  the  standard  academic  subjects,  the 
district  maintains  courses  in  music  and  manual  arts  and  drawing  in 
all  the  schools;  sewing  in  all  the  grades  beyond  the  third  year  grade; 
manual  training  in  all  the  grades  beyond  the  sixth  year  grade.  Three 
four-year  courses  are  maintained  in  the  high  school:  The  regular 
course,  the  commercial  course,  and  the  manual  training  course. 

On  June  24th,  the  first  class  in  the  two-year  high  school  vocational 
course  graduated.  This  course  requires  the  study  of  vocational  Eng- 
lish, vocational  mathematics,  business  papers,  bookkeeping,  and  either 
manual  training  and  mechanical  drawing  or  stenography  and  type- 
writing. Only  pupils  who  entered  the  eighth  year  one  or  more  years 
over-aged  and  pupils  who  entered  the  high  school  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
years  or  older  were  permitted  to  take  this  course.  The  establishment 
of  the  course  had  also  an  indirect  influence  on  the  classes  of  the 
eighth-year  grades  and  on  the  freshman  class  in  the  high  school.  It 
freed  these  classes  from  the  difficulty  of  adapting  the  instruction  to 
both  over-aged  and  normal  pupils. 

The  plan  of  directed  study  which  was  introduced  into  the  Norris- 
town  high  school  three  years  ago  has  proved  successful.  A  compari- 
son of  the  number  of  failures  under  the  old  system  and  under  the  new 
reveals  the  fact  that  failures  have  decreased  in  a  marked  degree.  I 
have  received  strong  praise  from  parents  for  the  plan  but  not  a  single 
adverse  criticism.  This  plan  has  already  been  extended  in  some  de- 
gree to  the  elementary  grades  and  will  be  further  extended  during  the 
next  year. 
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The  chief  advantages  realized  from  the  directed  study  follow:  The 
pupil  is  placed  under  the  influence  of  the  teacher  a  longer  time  since 
the  plan  calls  for  one-hour  periods.  The  pupil  is  taught  how  to  study. 
He  acquires  a  method  of  work.  The  work  is  done  in  daytime  in  school 
instead  of  at  night  at  home.  The  plan  insures  some  preparation  of 
the  lesson  by  every  pupil.  The  alteration  of  study  and  recitation  re- 
duces the  fatigue  incident  to  learning  to  a  minimum.  The  plan 
provides  for  a  greater  companionship  of  parents  and  children  in  the 
evening  at  home  by  transferring  the  preparation  of  the  lessons  to  the 
school.  The  plan  recognizes  a  rhythmic  life:  A  time  for  work,  a  time 
for  relaxation  and  recreation,  and  a  time  for  sleep. 

As  a  program  for  state  action,  I  respectfully  recommend  the  adop- 
tion of  a  plan  which  provides  for  public  kindergartens  for  children  be- 
tween the  ages  of  four  and  five ;  the  admission  of  children  to  the  pub- 
lic schools  at  the  age  of  five;  and  a  provision  for  schools  for  the  major 
portion  of  the  variable  vacations  of  the  different  school  districts  of 
the  state.  The  school  life  of  the  children  under  the  age  of  fourteen 
should  be  increased  to  a  maximum. 

I  appreciate  thoroughly  the  support  which  I  have  received  from  the 
school  board,  the  teachers  and  principals,  the  patrons  and  citizens, 
and  the  local  press.  The  progress  of  the  schools  is  in  a  large  measure 
due  to  the  cooperation  of  these  factors  of  the  school  system.  I  also 
gratefully  acknowledge  the  information  and  suggestions  which  I  have 
received  from  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 


NORTHAMPTON— William  D.  Landis. 


The  school  term  opened  Monday  August  31,  1914  and  closed 
Wednesday,  June  23.  The  highest  number  of  pupils  enrolled  at  any 
one  time  was  1,305.  The  per  cent,  of  attendance  for  the  term  was  94. 
The  number  of  teachers  employed  was  36.  Of  the  36  teachers  em- 
ployed 32  hold  normal  diplomas,  1  a  permanent  certificate  and  3  col- 
lege permanent  certificates. 

During  the  year  23  out  of  the  29  grade  teachers  qualified  for  the 
Teacher's  Certificate  of  the  Palmer  Writing  System.  This  system  fol- 
lowed closely  for  only  a  year  has  given  us  very  gratifying  results.  It 
appeals  to  every  one  and  especially  to  the  child. 

The  following  numbers  appeared  in  our  Lyceum  Course  for  1914- 
1915.     The  Killarney  Girls  and  Rita  Rich,  Reno,  The  Weatherwax 
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Bros.,  The  Kellogg  Haines  Singing  Party,  Lee  Francis  Lybarger  and 
The  Harmony  Concert  Party.  We  are  glad  to  add  that  the  support 
given  us  by  our  patrons  again  exceeds  all  expectations. 

The  compulsory  attendance  law  was  again  enforced  and  led  to  but  a 
single  prosecution.  During  the  year  07  employment  certificates  were 
issued  but  many  requests  had  to  be  refused  because  of  illiteracy  or 
unsatisfactory  proof  of  date  of  birth. 

On  February  1,  1915,  we  moved  into  our  new  George  Wolf  School. 
This  is  a  modern  building  in  every  respect.  The  building  was  dedi- 
cated May  31,  when  Eussell  A.  Stewart,  President  Judge  Northamp- 
ton county  courts,  delivered  the  dedicatory  address.  At  that  time  the 
Fraternal  Patriotic  Americans  conducted  flag-raising  exercises.  The 
principal  address  of  these  exercises  was  made  by  Hon.  Alexander  He- 
Haven,  attorney  for  the  state  organization  of  the  F.  P.  A's. 

We  are  giving  school  gardens  a  trial  this  year  and  so  far  the  results 
have  been  very  pleasing.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  note  the  interest  not  only 
of  the  children  to  whom  plots  have  assigned  but  of  the  parents  as  well. 
There  is  no  more  popular  spot  in  our  town  than  the  garden. 

Medical  inspection  continues  to  do  the  work  its  advocates  had 
hoped  it  would  and  is  now  considered  a  necessity  rather  than  a 
luxury. 

The  commencement  exercises  were  held  June  24.  The  class  con- 
sisted of  22  members,  12  boys,  and  10  girls,  11  taking  the  regular 
course,  5  the  college  preparatory  course  and  6  the  commercial  course. 
The  address  to  the  class  was  delivered  by  Dr.'William  Mann  Irvine, 
Principal,  Mercersburg  Academy. 

Again  I  acknowledge  the  splendid  support  given  me  by  teachers, 
directors  and  patrons. 


OIL  CITY— James  J.  Palmer. 


The  total  enrollment  of  pupils  for  the  Oil  city  schools  for  the  past 
year  was:  boys,  1,694;  girls,  1,738;  total,  3,132. 

The  work  of  the  schools  for  the  year  has  been  without  friction 
or  disturbance  of  any  kind.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  six  addi- 
tional grade  teachers  were  elected  to  decrease  the  number  of  pupils 
per  teacher  in  congested  buildings.  For  two  of  these  teachers  or 
schools,  portable  buildings  were  provided.  After  an  investigation 
of  the  types  of  portable  buildings  in  use,  we  found  that  a  local  con- 
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cera  could  build  us  better  buildings  for  tbe  price  usually  paid.  In 
one  of  these  buildings  we  put  four  large  skylights  in  the  roof,  and 
this,  with  the  usual  amount  of  side  lighting,  makes  probably  the 
most  ideally  lighted  school  room  in  the  city. 

Since  irregular  attendance  is  one  of  the  strongest  factors  in  the 
failure  of  pupils  in  the  schools,  we  have  taken  particular  pains  to 
secure  the  best  results  posible.  We  do  not  attempt  to  do  this  by 
any  system  of  rewards  or  honorable  mention,  which  usually  have 
attendant  undesirable  results.  By  a  carefully  graded  course  of 
study  and  a  system  of  rather  frequent,  easy  tests,  given  by  the 
superintendent,  the  pupils  and  parents  are  made  to  feel  that  every 
day's  work  in  school  counts  and  that  by  so  quietly  emphasizing  the 
need  for  everyday  advancement,  public  sentiment  has  grown  to 
favor  unbroken  school  attendance. 

In  the  second  place,  we  have  a  follow-up  system  of  looking  after 
irregular  attendance  pupils,  that  gets  results  in  the  right  place; 
namely,  with  those  that  are  irregular.  Twice  a  day,  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  forenoon  and  afternoon  sessions,  all  absentees  who  are 
not  reasonably  accounted  for  in  some  way  are  reported  to  the  super- 
intendent's office.  The  attendance  officer  waits  there  to  receive 
these  reports  and  immediately  goes  out  with  a  card  to  get  from  the 
home  the  reason  for  absence,  which  he  reports  on  a  card  for  filing 
in  the  superintendent's  office.  We  find  this  method  of  looking  after 
irregular  attendance  pupils,  that  gets  results  in  the  right  place; 
pupils'  success. 

An  important  improvement  in  the  school  work  for  the  year  just 
closed  was  the  employment  of  a  supervisor  of  drawing.  We  secured 
the  services  of  a  graduate  of  the  Boston  Normal  Art  School,  a  young 
man  with  three  years'  successful  experience  in  supervision.  He  was 
closely  associated  in  his  education  and  experience  with  Henry 
Turner  Bailey,  and  the  success  of  his  work  has  fully  met  expecta- 
tions. 

The  increase  in  the  school  population  for  the  section  south  of  the 
river  requires  more  room.  We  have  planned  to  relieve  this  conges- 
tion by  building  a  centrally  located  building  in  which  all  the  sev- 
enth and  eighth  grades  of  the  South  Side  can  be  collected,  leaving 
room  in  the  present  buildings  for  extra  lower  grades. 

Our  high  school  building,  Which  is  located  on  the  north  side  of 
the  river,  is  also  filled  to  overflowing,  and  we  expect  to  provide  for 
South  Side  pupils  of  the  ninth  and  tenth  grades,  or  the  first  and 
second  years  of  the  high  school,  in  this  new  building  also.  The 
combining  of  these  grades,  the  seventh,  eighth,  ninth  and  tenth,  in 
one  building  makes  possible  the  organization  of  a  so-called  junior 
high  school.    With  this  in  mind,  the  new  building  has  been  planned 
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and  will  be  especially  equipped  to  meet  the  requirements  of  a  junior 
high  school.  We  believe  Ave  have  an  almost  ideal  plan  for  this  new 
building  for  the  purpose  intended,  and  the  work  is  now  being  pushed 
rapidly  so  that  we  may  have  it  entirely  ready  for  next  school  year. 


OLD  FORGE— Francis  R.  Coyne. 


The  past  year  has  been  progressive  and  successful. 

Progressive  in  the  fact  that  we  have  the  finest  lawns,  walks,  flower- 
beds, fences  and  painted  buildings  in  Northeastern  Pennsylvania. 
The  year's  work  has  given  much  satisfaction  in  what  has  been  ac- 
complished in  the  grades  and  in  the  high  school.  Sixteen  of  our 
teachers  received  instruction  in  summer  schools  during  vacation. 
The  compulsory  laws  were  so  faithfully  executed  that  we  were  forced 
to  rent  three  additional  rooms.  The  board  purchased  more  very  fine 
apparatus  for  our  physical  and  chemical  laboratory.  Great  improve- 
ments are  now  going  on  in  and  around  our  buildings.  Besides  the 
regular  annual  institute  our  teachers  enjoyed  five  well-delivered  ad- 
dresses by  eminent  educators. 

Directors,  teachers,  janitors,  truant  officer,  auditors  and  all  who 
have  rendered  service  to  our  district  in  the  past  year  seem  to  have 
been  imbued  with  that  local  pride  which  prompts  people  to  give  the 
best  in  them  for  the  advancement  of  their  community's  interests. 


OLYPHANT— M.   W.    Cuminings. 


Our  schools  closed  on  June  7th  after  a  fairly  successful  term  of 
nine  months.  T  write  "fairly"  successful,  because  I  feel  that  handi- 
capped as  we  were  during  the  term,  with  crowded  class-rooms,  sev- 
eral of  them  situated  in  the  basements  of  churches  and  poorly 
adapted  to  school  use,  a  full  measure  of  success  was  impossible. 
Considering,  therefore,  the  many  difficulties  under  which  Ave  labored, 
I  am  well  satisfied  with  what  has  been  accomplished,  and  now  with 
our  new  building  completed  and  affording  us  ample  room,  for  the 
present  at  least,  we  are  looking  forward  to  better  results. 
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The  number  of  pupils  enrolled  during  the  term,  exclusive  of  dup- 
lications, was  1,828,  with  an  average  daily  attendance  of  1,457. 
Compared  with  the  previous  term,  this  is  an  increase  of  182  in  the 
enrollment  and  an  increase  of  146  in  the  average  daily  attendance. 
During  the  past  five  years  our  enrollment  has  increased  over  fifty 
per  cent. 

Our  new  building,  or  more  correctly  speaking,  the  new  annex  to 
the  Central  school,  is  now  completed,  and  will  be  open  for  school 
purposes  in  September.  It  is  of  fireproof  construction  throughout, 
and  contains  in  addition  to  the  auditorium,  twelve  large  class  rooms 
with  a  seating  capacity  of  about  450.  Besides  the  high  school,  it 
is  intended  to  accommodate  the  eighth,  seventh,  and  possibly  the 
sixth  grades. 

A  new  school  was  opened  during  the  year  at  Underwood,  a  new 
mining  settlement  in  the  southern  part  of  the  borough.  This  minia- 
ture town  is  a  model  of  its  kind,  consisting  of  about  forty-five  fami- 
lies. The  houses  are  all  owned  by  the  operating  company,  but  are 
far  superior  to  those  usually  termed  "Company  Houses."  The 
houses  are  substantial  in  structure  and  neat  in  appearance,  each 
having  an  attractive  lawn  in  front.  Paved  streets,  concrete  side- 
walks, public  baths  and  a  modern  school  are  the  other  attractive 
features  of  this  model  village.  Fifty  pupils  were  enrolled  in  this 
school  during  the  term. 

The  opening  of  the  new  school  at  Underwood  gives  us  two  un- 
graded schools,  the  other  being  at  Marshwood,  a  mining  village,  sit- 
uated some  six  miles  from  our  business  center.  Tn  this  latter  school 
eighty  pupils  were  enrolled  during  the  term,  a  number  entirely  too 
large  for  one  teacher.  I  have  earnestly  recommended  to  the  Board 
of  Directors  the  appointment  of  an  additional  teacher  in  each  of 
these  schools. 

On  the  reopening  of  school  in  September,  we  intend  to  introduce 
departmental  work  in  our  seventh  and  eighth  grades.  There  are  at 
present  nearly  two  hundred  children  enrolled  in  these  grades  and 
by  specializing  we  feel  that  teachers  will  be  able  to  do  more  satisfac- 
tory work. 

Fourteen  students  graduated  from  the  high  school  at  the  close 
of  the  term.  The  graduation  exercises  were  held  in  the  high  school 
auditorium  on  June  7th  and  were  attended  by  over  six  hundred  pa- 
trons. The  graduation  address  was  delivered  by  Dr.  Kemp,  of  East 
Stroudsburg  State  Normal  School. 
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PHILADELPHIA— John  P.  Garber. 


On  account  of  the  death  of  Dr.  William  Jacobs  our  report  has 
been  delayed,  but  we  now  make  the  following  report  on  vocational 
education  and  guidance  in  Philadelphia. 

Vocational  Education  and  Guidance  in  Philadelphia. 

About  two  years  ago  the  Board  of  Education  of  Philadelphia 
authorized  the  organization  of  a  department  of  vocational  educa- 
tion and  guidance  in  the  office  of  the  superintendent  of  schools.  The 
department  was  opened  in  the  spring  of  1914.  During  the  past  year 
the  attention  of  the  department  has  been  devoted  chiefly  to  the  de- 
velopment of  vocational  education  for  boys  in  the  elementary 
grades,  and  especially  in  grades  seven  and  eight.  There  are  now 
forty-five  shops  in  various  elementary  schools  so  distributed  that 
practically  every  boy  in  grades  seven  and  eight  has  access  to  them. 
The  size  of  shop  classes  averages  twenty- three  in  enrollment.  A 
class  spends  one-half  of  a  school  day  each  week  in  the  shop,  the 
class-room  and  shop  schedules  being  so  articulated  that  in  the  ma- 
jority of  cases  shop  classes  alternate  weekly  between  the  forenoon 
and  afternoon  periods. 

A  period  of  one-half  day  in  length  has  not  been  found  to  be 
fatiguing  to  boys  of  this  age,  yet  the  time  is  long  enough  to  permit 
serious  work  to  be  done. 

The  teachers  of  elementary  shop  work  are  selected  from  among 
men  who  have  had  a  thorough  training  and  experience  in  a  wood- 
working trade.  By  means  of  evening  classes  maintained  by  the 
Board  of  Education,  these  teachers  are  instructed  in  class-room 
management,  methods  of  teaching,  the  theory  of  vocational  educa- 
tion, and  in  the  elements  of  various  trade  arts,  other  than  construc- 
tion in  wood,  which  will  enter  into  the  work  of  the  shop.  It  was 
especially  necessary  to  instruct  the  teachers  in  the  art  of  finishing 
wood  with  fillers,  stains,  varnishes,  waxes,  etc.,  in  order  that  the 
product  of  the  shops  might  not  appear  unfinished  and  unworkman- 
like. The  finishing  of  things  made  by  boys  in  school  shops  over  the 
United  States  has  often  been  so  poor  as  to  cause  disparagement  to 
be  cast  upon  otherwise  good  work. 

The  work  which  is  done  in  and  around  these  shops  is  of  as  varied 
a  nature  as  it  is  possible  to  make  it.  A  large  part  of  the  work  is 
just  as  practical  as  if  the  shop  were  a  commercial  one.  The  fol- 
lowing summary  is  given  to  indicate  the  nature  of  some  of  the  work 
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which  has  beeu  undertaken  in  the  elementary  shops  during  the  past 
school  year.  The  articles  mentioned  were  built  for  use  in  various 
schools  of  the  city. 

Summary  of  Work  Done  in  Elementary  School  Shops  (Seventh  and 

Eighth  Grades). 
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Construction  of   partitions  to  form  the  7th  and  Sth  grade 

shop   rooms,    

Construction  of  other   smaller   partitions,    

Teacher's   tables,    dining  and   lunch   tables 

Tables    (sewing,    kindergarten,    etc.),    

Shop    benches , 

Other   benches    (Dining,    etc.) 

Cabinets    (Tool    and   exhibition) 

Cabinets    (Medicine,    wall,    etc.) 

Trestles 

Playground   storage    box 

Mortar    box,     

Drawers    (Tool) ,    

Lumber   racks,    shelves,    etc 

Chests,     , 

Picture    frames 

Book    truck 

Pen  and  pencil  holders 

Pencil    sharpeners    (Sand    paper) 

Blackboard    stools 

Book    racks,     

Book    cases 

Counting    sets,     , 

Strips 

Screens    (new) 

Screens    (repair) 

Platforms 

Stands    (Model,    lantern,    etc.),     

Pupils'    desks    (Cleaning   and    repairing),    

Pupils'  desks   (Take  up,   remove,   reset,   etc.) 

Teachers'    desks    (renovate),    

Chairs    (repaired) 

Shop    floors 

Boxes    (Cold  air,    rubber  stamp,    mail) 

Name   plates,    

Flower    boxes 

Replace  worn-out  door   stops   with   new  stops 

Map    hoods 

Ladders 

Lockers,     

Covering   ceilings,     

Slatted   floor  boards , 

Window   ventilators,    

Painting   and    staining,    

Fastening  blackboards,    mouldings,   etc 

Locks,    , 

Fence    (new  and   repair),    

Drawings,      

Window    poles 

Spray    boards,     

Model    boards 

Layout   boards,    

Clothes    poles 

Replace   window   glass 

Repair  school   yards— bricks 

Steps    (sets  of) 

Coat   and    hat   hooks 

Aisle  boards  for  sewing   teacher 

Glue  and  finishing  table 
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The  purpose  of  this  elementary  shop  work  is  educational.     It  is 
not  intended  to  give  definite  training  for  a  specific  occupation.  Spme 
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of  the  European  countries  have  demonstrated  that  having  assigned 
a  boy  of  twelve  or  thirteen  years  of  age  to  a  vocation  for  life,  it  is 
entirely  possible  to  begin  at  once  to  develop  specialized  skill  in  the 
pupil.  Such  a  procedure,  however,  is  repugnant  to  all  our  ideals  of 
democracy. 

The  purpose  of  the  shop  work  done  in  elementary  classes  of  the 
Philadelphia  schools  is  not  to  give  specific  technical  training,  but 
rather  through  a  general  working  activity  to  develop  working  skill, 
intelligence  and  responsibility. 

It  has  been  demonstrated  many  times  that  manual  skill  developed 
in  a  general  working  activity  is  readily  transferred  to  a  later  spe- 
cific technique.  The  intelligence  which  comes  through  contact  with 
practical  work  and  its  problems,  will  do  more  to  solve  the  problem 
of  vocational  guidance  than  will  any  other  one  agency.  The  sense 
of  responsibility,  without  which  all  vocational  preparation  would 
be  futile,  may  be  made  habitual  by  means  of  habit  forming  pro- 
cesses. And  all  habit  forming  processes  are  active  rather  than  pas- 
sive. The  activity  must  be  a  real  activity.  It  must  have  the  spark 
of  genuine  life  purpose  in  it.  The  reflex  value  of  the  work  which 
a  boy  or  girl  does  is  largely  dependent  upon  whether  the  pupil  finds 
himself  or  herself  in  a  genuine  rather  than  an  artificial  activity. 
Children  will  sense  the  difference  immediately  and  will  react  ac- 
cordingly. 

In  every  class  of  boys,  native  manual  skill  and  mechanical  ability 
will  range  from  very  poor  to  excellent.  In  only  a  few  cases  would 
boys  prefer  not  to  work  at  all  with  their  hands.  Nearly  every  boy 
likes  to  work  provided,  first,  that  he  is  doing  something  with  a  real 
purpose  behind  it,  and  second,  that  the  task  before  him  is  not  so 
difficult  but  that  he  can  make  satisfactory  progress.  In  practical 
shop  work  of  this  kind  in  the  schools,  piece-work  has  been  found 
most  satisfactory.  The  reasons  are,  first,  the  jobs  of  varying  dif- 
ficulty may  be  parcelled  out  according  to  the  individual  abilities  of 
the  young  worker,  and  second,  a  job  is  soon  done, — it  does  not  be- 
come monotonous. 


PHOENIXVILLE— Isaac    Douffhton. 


The  past  year  has  been  one  of  decided  development  in  the  schools 
of  Phoenixville,  although  it  has  been  more  in  the  way  of  promise 
for  the  coming  year,  than  in  actual  accomplishment. 
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During  the  year  our  seventh  and  eighth  grades  were  concentrated 
in  one  building  under  six  teachers  doing  departmental  work.  This 
was  called  by  the  pupils  very  pompously  "junior  high  school,"  al- 
though it  was  such  only  in  name.  Excellent  results  were  secured, 
however,  and  both  teachers  and  pupils  are  enthusiastic  for  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  plan.  During  the  coming  year  we  plan  to  organize 
the  work  more  definitely  on  a  junior  high  school  basis,  except  that 
we  can  not  as  yet  do  much  in  the  way  of  introducing  high  school 
subjects  beyond  algebra;  but  we  are  making  steady  progress  to  that 
end. 

One  of  the  most  decided  developments  in  the  course  of  the  year 
was  the  decision  by  the  board  to  introduce  manual  training  and 
household  arts  for  the  boys  and  girls  of  Phoenixville  to  begin  at 
the  seventh  grade.  This  was  not  at  all  done  in  a  hurry,  but  only 
after  very  careful  consideration.  I  had  on  several  occasions  made 
recommendations  to  this  end;  but  in  February  of  the  present  year 
the  board  on  my  recommendation  visited  several  towns  for  the  pur- 
pose of  investigating  the  work  done  there,  and  at  the  April  meeting 
of  the  board  the  decision  was  definitely  reached  that  the  work  be 
introduced  to  begin  the  coming  year.  This  will  mean  a  very  great 
deal  for  the  young  people  of  Phoenixville  and  1  feel  pretty  sure  that 
the  work  will  vindicate  itself. 

It  has  been  interesting  to  note  in  how  many  respects  my  plans 
in  Phoenixville  have  anticipated  the  new  child  labor  law.  During 
the  greater  part  of  this  past  year  I  have  refused  to  give  any  employ- 
ment certificates  to  children  who  have  not  finished  the  six  grades, 
or  to  children  whose  conduct  is  not  satisfactory.  Further,  I  have 
for  two  years  required  in  each  case  a  statement  signed  by  the  pros- 
pective employer  that  he  is  ready  to  employ  the  applicant  on  presen- 
tation of  the  proper  certificate.  During  this  last  year  a  special 
card  index  file  has  been  kept  of  all  children  holding  employment 
certificates,  and  when  the  quarterly  reports  of  employers  were  re- 
ceived these  cards  were  checked  at  once,  and  when  cards  were  not 
checked,  they  were  given  immediately  to  the  attendance  officer  for 
investigation.  In  this  way  it  was  possible  to  keep  the  children 
either  in  school  or  at  work  with  better  success  than  heretofore. 

The  attendance  during  the  year  has  been  affected  pretty  seriously 
by  contagious  diseases.  The  following  reports  Avere  sent  in  by  the 
Board  of  Health:  chicken  pox,  30;  measles,  12;  diphtheria,  48; 
scarlet  fever,  10;  mumps,  104;  whooping  cough,  4.  When  it  is 
realized  that  in  many  cases  whole  families  are  kept  out  for  very 
long  periods,  it  can  easily  be  seen  how  seriously  the  work  is  af- 
fected. 

Nothing  lias  been  done  this  past  year  of  importance  in  the  im- 
provement of  the  properties  except  the  fitting  of  one  room  with  ad- 
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justable  furniture.  Plans  for  the  summer,  however,  include  re- 
fitting of  two  rooms  with  adjustable  furniture,  and  equipping 
Church  street  school  with  a  new  steam  heating  system. 

Medical  inspection  was  continued  during  the  year  with  fair  re- 
sults. It  is  highly  desirable  that  some  means  be  provided  to  compel 
parents,  where  able,  to  give  the  attention  recommended  by  the  ex- 
aminer, or  where  parents  are  not  able  to  do  so,  to  have  the  board 
do  it. 

On  June  11th  we  had,  what  was  conceded  to  be,  the  most  success- 
ful commencement  in  the  history  of  schools,  when  a  class  of  41 
were  graduated.  A  very  large  percentage  of  these  expect  to  go  to 
higher  institutions.  Phoenixville  has  its  face  to  the  front  in  school 
matters,  with  a  board  interested  in  providing  the  best  education 
possible  for  the  children  of  the  community,  and  a  community  that 
on  the  whole  is  proud  of  its  schools. 

In  shaping  plans  of  the  past  year,  I  have  received  the  hearty  co- 
operation of  the  School  Board,  teachers  and  community,  and  I  ap- 
preciate very  much  the  assistance  that  has  been  rendered  by  the 
Department  at  Harrisburg. 


PITTSBURGH— William    M.    Davidson. 


The  close  of  the  current  }rear  marks  a  distinct  advance  in  the  or- 
ganization, the  provisions  for  accommodation,  and  the  growth  of  the 
schools  of  Pittsburgh.  The  total  enrollment  in  all  departments  of 
our  schools  for  the  year  just  closed  was  100,200  which  is  a  gain  of 
10,394  over  the  previous  year  and  an  increase  of  20,307,  since  the 
present  board  began  its  work  of  outlining  the  city- wide  policy  for 
the  administration  of  the  public  schools  of  this  district. 

New  Buildings  Completed. 

In  carrying  out  the  building  program  of  this  city-wide  policy  that 
has  been  projected  by  Pittsburgh,  T  have  the  satisfaction  to  report 
that  four  new  elementary  schools,  Gladstone,  Watt,  Dilworth,  Rog- 
ers, are  now  in  use.  Each  building  accommodates  about  700  pupils 
and  complies  with  the  adopted  standard  building  unit  for  elemen- 
tary schools,  which  requires  in  construction  and  equipment  the  most 
impkoved  system  of  lighting,  heating,  ventilation  and  sanitation  and 
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provides  sixteen  standard  classrooms,  with  additional  rooms  for 
kindergarten,  manual  training-,  household  economy,  ungraded  work, 
auditorium,  playrooms,   voting  rooms   and   administrative  offices. 

New  Buildings   Under   Construction. 

In  addition  to  this  very  substantial  progress,  work  is  going  rapidly 
forward  on  the  construction  of  the  following  elementary  and  high 
schools: 

The  McKelvey  elementary  school,  which  complies  with  our  estab- 
lished standard,  is  nearing  completion  and  is  expected  to  be  ready 
for  use  before  the  middle  of  the  ensuing  school  year. 

The  work  of  the  construction  of  the  Schenley  high  school  after  re- 
peated dela}r,  is  now  going  forward  with  satisfactory  progress.  This 
school  when  completed  will  represent  what  Pittsburgh  believes  a 
high  school  should  be  in  a  democratic  society.  It  not  only  will  pre- 
pare for  a  democracy,  but  will  be  a  democracy,  consisting  of  1,600 
pupils  and  their  teachers  pursuing  industrial,  commercial,  and 
academic  work. 

The  Bailey  high  school  and  the  George  Westinghouse  high  school 
are  designed  to  follow  the  same  standard  requirements  in  construc- 
tion and  equipment  as  the  Schenley  high  school,  and  each  building 
when  completed  will  provide  facilities  in  industrial  work,  commer- 
cial work  and  academic  work  for  800  students.  It  is  expected  that 
both  of  these  schools  will  be  ready  for  use  before  the  close  of  the 
ensuing  year. 

In  addition  to  these  high  schools,  for  which  plans  have  been  com- 
pleted, it  is  proposed  to  provide  for  the  West  End-Sheraden  section 
of  the  city,  a  high  school  building  that  will  follow  the  same  general 
requirements. 

Even  with  the  completion  of  all  these  buildings,  it  is  certain  in 
view  of  the  steady  increase  in  school  attendance  from  month  to 
month,  that  there  shall  be  an  immediate  need  for  another  bond  is- 
sue to  provide  additional  school  accommodations,  and  plans  looking 
toward  this  end  are  already  being  matured. 

Organization  and  Program  of  New  Department  of  Hygiene. 

While  these  new  and  modern  schools  are  being  furnished,  a  defi- 
nite study  and  organized  attempt  is  being  made  to  make  the  schools 
that  are  provided  to  be  of  greater  benefit  to  the  pupils  that  attend 
them  and  to  make  the  teachers  who  work  in  these  schools  more  ef- 
fective in  their  service  to  their  pupils.  With  this  purpose  in  view, 
the  department  of  hygiene  has  been  created,  and  in  its  creation,  all 
the  work  pertaining  to  sanitation  of  the  school  plant  and  the  equip- 
ment and  health  of  the  school  child,  previously  done  through  phy- 
sical training,  medical  inspection  and  examination,  milk  distribu- 
tion, open  air  study,  dental  and  eye  dispensary  service,  were  groin 
under  one  head. 


'• 
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(Some  of  the  things  to  be  embraced  within  the  purview  of  a  larger 
program  for  the  department  of  hygiene  in  its  attempt  to  solve  the 
problem  of  the  relation  of  the  public  school  to  the  public  health  are 
as  follows: 

First:  The  whole  field  of  the  physical  education  of  the  children 
and  the  teachers  of  the  public  schools  and  of  that  portion  of  the  com- 
munity which  comes  in  contact  with  the  social  center  work  in  our 
evening   school   activities. 

Second:  The  sanitary  supervision  of  the  entire  school  plant  in 
its  construction,  equipment  and  operation. 

Third:  The  proper  hygienic  regulations  of  all  the  school  activi- 
ties of  the  child,  touching  upon  his  play,  his  study,  his  exercise 
periods,  his  clothing,  his  food  and  bathing,  and  his  recess  and  toilet 
periods  as  well. 

Fourth:  The  whole  field  of  the  medical  examination  of  the  child 
as  it  differs  from  medical  inspection.  This  Avill  include  the  exami- 
nation of  the  children  for  the  purpose  of  discovering  physical  defects 
of  the  eye,  ear,  nose,  throat,  teeth,  spine,  limbs  or  heart;  for  the  pur- 
pose of  discovering  any  disturbances  of  the  child's  untrition  due  to 
underfeeding,  improper  feeding,  home  hygiene,  or  his  personal  hy- 
giene; and  lastly,  for  the  purpose  of  discovering  any  functional  dis- 
orders in  the  child  due  to  a  disturbance  of  his  nervous  system,  or  to 
fatigue. 

Fifth:  The  creating  of  proper  conditions  in  the  schools  so  that 
the  work  of  the  medical  inspectors  and  the  school  nurses,  authorized 
by  the  State,  may  become  more  effective. 

Sixth:  The  proper  supervision  and  establishment  of  dental 
clinics  in  the  schools  for  the  purpose  of  improving  oral  hygiene 
among  our  children. 

Seventh:  The  whole  question  of  making  a  survey  of  the  schools 
with  a  view  to  ascertaining  how  many  children  are  tuberculous,  and 
the  overseeing  of  such  tubercular  schools  as  may  be  established. 

Eighth:  The  question  of  a  survey  of  the  schools  writh  a  view  to 
ascertaining  what  children  are  mentally  defective,  and  the  super- 
vision of  such  schools  as  may  be  established  for  this  group  of  chil- 
dren in  connection  with  the  public  schools. 

Ninth:  This  department  should  also  have  supervision  of  the 
fresh-air  and  open-air  schools  and  the  general  health  of  the  teach- 
ers and  employees,  and  of  the  children  of  the  public  schools  as 
well, — in  so  far  as  the  health  of  the  members  in  either  group  is  re- 
lated to  the  general  health  of  the  community  in  which  they  live. 

Under  the  guide  of  provision  six  of  the  above  recommendation,  a 
comprehensive  study  of  the  city  has  been  made  with  a  view  of  dis- 
covering what  districts  could  be  best  served  in  the  establishment 
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of  dental  clinics.  As  a  result  of  this  survey,  five  clinics  were  es- 
tablished at  the  following  schools:  Forbes,  Letsche,  Latimer,  Lari- 
mer and  Knox,  where  eight  dentists  are  engaged  on  half-time  and 
four  assistants  are  employed  on  full-time  schedule. 

Summer  Vacation  Schools. 

While  splendid  progress  has  been  made  under  the  direction  of  the 
department  of  hygiene  of  making  the  efforts  of  the  teachers  and 
pupils  in  school  of  greater  benefit  to  the  community  at  large,  by  the 
elimination  of  wasted  effort,  it  is  still  recognized  that  there  con- 
tinues to  be  a  large  number  of  children  in  the  upper  grades  of  the 
schools  who  deserve  special  provision  for  additional  help  to  prevent 
further  retardation  and  congestion.  To  meet  this  particular  need, 
the  summer  vacation  schools  were  continued  for  the  seventh,  eighth, 
ninth,  tenth,  eleventh,  twelfth  grades,  at  the  cost  of  $7,000,  in  which 
1,360  pupils  were  assisted  in  regaining  their  lost  rank  in  promotion 
in  the  schools.  The  summer  vacation  schools  have  continued  to 
prove  themselves  an  economic  feature,  but  they  have  been  more  than 
a  financial  gain,  they  have  afforded  direct  and  timely  help  to  many 
bo}^s  and  girls  who  have  been  unavoidably  retarded  during  the  reg- 
ular school  term  and  at  the  same  time  they  have  given  substantial 
encouragement  to  the  ambitious  pupils. 

School  Gardens. 

During  the  past  year,  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  extend  the 
activities  of  the  school  in  the  direction  of  the  community  needs  and 
economic  improvement  and  as  a  result  of  this  attempt  the  depart- 
ment of  school  gardens  has  been  established.  Under  this  depart- 
ment, instruction,  labor,  seeds  and  fertilizer  were  provided  by  the 
board  for  2,442  children.  During  the  progress  of  this  work,  a  spirit 
of  gardening  has  already  taken  a  firm  hold  on  the  different  groups 
of  children  enrolled  in  this  work  and  has  extended  beyond  to  all 
the  children  of  the  community  in  which  a  garden  is  located.  The 
rapid  extension  of  the  spirit  of  this  work  is  sure  to  cultivate  in  the 
hearts  of  boys  and  girls  a  deeper  love  of  plant  life  everywhere,  and 
bring  the  city-born  child  to  a  constant  care  for  flowers,  shrubs,  and 
trees. 

Continuation    Schools. 

As  much  as  the  Board  of  Public  Education  desires  to  serve  well 
all  the  children  in  the  schools,  it  is  not  satisfied  to  believe  its  duty 
ends  there.  It  feels  its  obligation  to  serve  all  the  people.  It  has 
found  that  a  large  number  of  young  people  leave  the  schools  at  the 
earliest  opportunity   permitted   under  the  law,   in   order  to   assist 
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their  parents  in  the  problem  of  earning  a  living  for  the  family. 
Surely  such  boys  and  girls  are  entitled  to  consideration.  To  meet 
their  needs  $8,000  was  set  aside  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  con- 
tinuation schools  on  the  following  plan: 

First:  Where  an  employer  makes  application  to  the  Board  of 
Public  Education  for  such  instruction  for  a  group  of  not  less  than 
20  of  his  juvenile  helpers,  from  the  age  of  14  to  18  years,  inclusive, 
the  Board  of  Education  will  provide  the  necessary  text  books  free, 
and  furnish  a  teacher  for  the  same;  provided  the  employer  will 
excuse  his  said  helpers,  without  loss  of  pay,  for  a  period  of  two 
hours  twice  a  week,  and,  provided  further,  that  the  employer  will 
agree  to  furnish  a  room  and  equip  the  same  in  which  his  said  em- 
ployees shall  be  taught. 

Second:  Where  two  or  more  employers,  unable  to  provide  school 
room  accommodations,  join  together  and  make  application  for  a 
group  of  20  or  more  of  their  juvenile  helpers  from  14  to  18  years  of 
age,  for  this  part  time  instruction,  the  Board  of  Education  will  fur- 
nish them  necessary  text  books,  supplies,  teacher  and  school  room, 
properly  equipped,  for  the  use  of  such  employees,  and  pay  for  the 
same;  provided  the  said  employers  will  agree  to  excuse  their  juve- 
nile helpers  for  a  period  of  two  hours  twice  a  week,  without  loss 
of  pay,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  instruction  thus  provided. 

In  accordance  with  these  provisions,  four  centers  were  opened  r 
McCreery,  Home,  Kaufman  and  Bosenbaum  department  stores  with 
four  teachers  in  charge  of  an  enrollment  of  350  pupils.  The  work 
accomplished  in  each  of  these  centers  has  proved  so  satisfactory  to 
both  employer  and  pupils  that  additional  centers  are  planned  to 
open  at  the  beginning  of  the  next  school  term. 

Evening  Schools  and  Extension  Work. 

The  department  of  evening  schools  and  extension  work  continues 
to  record  marked  advancement  for  the  year,  not  only  in  respect  to 
its  growth  from  8.337  in  1012  to  23,277  in  1914,  with  a  total  ex 
penditure  for  the  last  year  of  $90,000,  but  also  in  respect  to  a  more 
definite  organization  of  its  activities.  Three  distinct  forms  of  edu- 
cative activities  are  now  organized  and  are  provided  for  under  the 
evening  schools  and  extension  work. 

I.     Formal  Instruction  in  Essential  School  Subjects: 

(a)  Elementary  schools  for  juvenile  Americans  in  day  em- 

ployment. 

(b)  Elementary  schools  for  adult  foreigners  learning  Eng- 

lish and  citizenship. 

(c)  Elementary   schools  for  adult  Americans  desiring   es- 

sentials in  common  school  branches. 
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(d)  High  schools  for  such  of  the  above  groups  as  are  pre- 
pared for  advanced  academic  or  commercial  studies. 
II.     Instruction  and  Practice  in  Department  Subjects: 

(a)  For  vocational  or  trade  training. 

(b)  For  professional  advancement. 

(c)  For  personal  improvement. 

III.     Social  Centers  and  Recreational  Activities: 

(a)  'Social  centers  with  group  and  club  meetings. 

(b)  Select  classes  in  advanced  or  supplemental  courses. 

(c)  Free  community  lectures  and  entertainments. 

In  the  first  two  groups,  instruction  is  free  to  all  city  residents 
for  standard  and  limited  courses  given  at  specified  centers.  The 
activities  of  the  third  group  are  required  to  be  self-organized  and 
self-sustained.  The  board  assumes  no  financial  obligation  for  these 
activities,  except  the  necessary  cost  of  heat,  light,  janitor  service 
and  the  general  supervision.  The  board  has  accepted  as  a  fixed 
policy  that  social  and  civic  centers  are  formed  for  mutual  and  com- 
munity benefit  and  while  they  are  under  the  general  supervision  of 
the  public  schools,  their  activities  are  essentially  what  their  mem- 
bers want  them  to  be. 

In  projecting  plans  for  this  department  for  the  ensuing  year,  spe- 
cial attention  has  been  given  to  the  work  of  those  evening  schools 
that  provide  elementary  courses  for  foreigners  learning  English  and 
citizenship.  In  this  connection,  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  department 
to  link  up  our  efforts  with  the  wishes  of  the  Naturalization  Bureau 
of  Washington  and  plans  have  been  made  to  bring  about  results 
beneficial  to  the  persons  concerned. 

Department   of   Compulsory   Attendance. 

The  department  of  compulsory  attendance  has  compiled  during 
this  year  a  most  valuable  survey  of  the  school  population  of  this 
city,  and  in  the  report  of  this  survey,  for  the  first  time  it  has  given 
an  enumeration  of  the  number  of  children  from  four  to  six  years 
of  age,  as  well  as  the  children  between  the  ages  of  six  and  sixteen 
years.  In  the  census  report  of  next  year  the  enumeration  of  all 
children  between  sixteen  and  twenty  years  of  age,  inclusive,  will 
be  taken,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  how  the  school  attendance 
stands  in  relation  to  the  total  population  eligible  to  school  accom- 
modation. 

New  Junior  High   School. 

In  view  of  the  expected  increase  and  expansion  of  the  population 
eligible  to  school  privileges  and  in  view  of  the  continuous  shifting 
of  the  boundaries  between  business  and  residential  sections  of  large 
cities,  the  best  use  of  the  school  room  space  continues  to  be  one 
of  the  foremost  problems  of  school  administration.     To   partially 
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solve  this  problem  our  first  junior  high  school  has  been  organized 
in  the  Latimer  building  on  tbe  North  Side  of  the  city  with  a  pros- 
pective enrollment  of  S00  pupils.  The  work  of  the  coming  year  in 
this  new  junior  high  school  will  give  additional  opportunity  for 
further  revision  of  present  school  practice  to  meet  the  necessities 
of  the  crucial  life  period. 

In  concluding  the  year's  work  and  in  projecting  our  plans  for 
the  new  term,  I  am  most  happy  to  report  a  very  cordial  spirit  of 
co-operation  of  all  patrons,  members  of  the  board,  and  teachers, 
to  make  the  public  schools  of  Pittsburgh  render  the  greatest  possi 
ble  service  to  all  the  people. 

Death  of  John  Morrow. 

1  feel  I  should,  before  closing  this  report,  call  attention  to  the 
death  of  Mr.  John  Morrow,  assistant  superintendent  for  the  North  - 
side  district.  No  man  in  this  community  has  rendered  a  greater  ser- 
vice to  the  cause  of  public  education  than  Mr.  Morrow.  He  was 
held  in  the  highest  esteem  and  deepest  affection  by  all  who  knew 
him.  He  was  recognized,  not  only  in  his  own  city,  but  throughout 
the  entire  country  as  well,  as  a  man  of  highest  worth  and  an  educa- 
tor of  marked  ability.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation appointed  Mrs.  Cowley,  Mr.  Aaron  and  Mr.  Connelly  a  com- 
mittee to  draft  an  appropriate  resolution,  expressive  of  its  apprecia- 
tion of  Mr.  Morrow,  and  I  beg  to  submit  with  this  report  a  copy  of 
this  resolution  in  full: 

"Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Public  Education  hereby  pays  its 
tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  late  John  Morrow,  for  many  years 
superintendent  of  schools  of  the  Allegheny  school  district,  and  more 
recently  assistant  district  superintendent  of  the  Pittsburgh  school 
district. 

"Probably  no  single  citizen  of  Pittsburgh  was  known  so  widely 
or  so  well.  Generations  of  children  have  come  under  his  influence 
and  care;  have  felt  the  mental  tonic  of  his  keen  mind;  the  spiritual 
uplift  of  his  lofty  soul  and  the  kiudly  warmth  of  his  sympathetic 
heart. 

"The  children  of  former  pupils  came  in  turn  under  this  ennobling 
influence  and  in  many  instances  the  grandchildren.  There  are  strong 
and  successful  men  everywhere  who  gratefully  confess  that  their 
success  in  life  was  due  in  its  largest  measure  to  the  influence  of 
Superintendent  Morrow's  teaching  and  example. 

"No  parent  or  patron  of  the  schools  ever  came  to  Superintendent 
Morrow  without  receiving  treatment  that  was  absolutely  fair.  No 
teacher  ever  received  less  than  full  sympathy,  prompt  aid  and  wise 
counsel.  No  pupil  was  ever  given  less  than  an  overflowing  measure 
of  time,  patience  and  skill. 
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"By  the  most  exacting  standards,  therefore,  it  may  be  said  that 
the  schools  have  lost  a  genuinely  great  teacher  and  superintendent; 
a  friend  who  was  true  as  steel;  a  public  official  who  was  capable, 
loyal  and  faithful  to  the  end. 

''But  a  life,  a  character,  an  example  has  been  left  which  is  destined 
to  be  one  of  the  community's  richest  heritages." 


PITTSTON— Francis    McGuiran. 


The  second  annual  teachers'  institute  held  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
auditorium  during  the  week  commencing  August  24th,  opened  our 
school  activities  for  the  year. 

Dr.  W.  H.  Elson,  author,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  gave  instruction  in 
language,  grammar  and  reading;  Dr.  J.  W.  Sweeney,  superintendent 
of  Elk  county,  in  psychology  and  the  preparation  of  the  teacher; 
Miss  Margaret  T.  Maguire,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  in  child  study, 
pedagogy,  geography  and  methods,  and  Miss  Bessie  Coleman,  New 
York  City,  in  methods  of  teaching  reading. 

The  institute  was  remarkable  for  the  unusual  interest,  attention 
and  enthusiasm  manifested  by  teachers,  instructors  and  visitors. 

Our  schools  opened  with  an  enrollment  of  2,779;  males,  1,393;  fe- 
males, 1,386.  Of  this  number  eighty-two  males  and  ninety-seven  fe- 
males were  enrolled  in  the  high  school.  The  average  per  cent,  of 
attendance  for  the  year  was  ninety-two  for  the  grades  and  niuety- 
five  for  the  high  school.  On  June  twenty-fifth  twenty-three  students 
were  graduated  from  our  high  school. 

The  compulsory  attendance  law  was  enforced  with  considerable 
regularity  and  success.  Employment  certificates  were  granted  to 
twenty-nine  females  and  ninety-three  males  during  the  year.  It  may 
be  of  interest  to  note  that  a  remarkably  large  percentage  of  children 
to  whom  certificates  were  granted,  were  obliged  to  seek  employment 
to  help  support  their  families.  In  not  a  few  cases  widowed  mothers 
were  obliged,  by  poverty  and  distress,  to  send  their  children  to 
work  that  they  together  might  obtain  more  of  the  necessaries  of  life. 
Much  good  could  revert  to  the  State  if  sufficient  aid  were  granted  to 
deserving  widows,  whereby  their  worthy  children  might  be  enabled 
to  continue  their  studies  longer  in  life.  While  preparation  for 
future  life  by  mental  training  is  of  unquestionable  value,  yet  forced 

21 


320  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

training  accompanied  by  pangs  of  want  demand  serious  considera- 
tion. Charities,  public  and  private,  do  not  meet  the  real  needs, 
and  at  their  best,  such  charities  are  so  limited  and  doubtful,  that 
seldom  is  good  and  full  relief  given  to  produce  healthy  school 
growth. 

Daily  reports  and  co-operation  of  the  Health  Department  kept 
our  schools  quite  free  from  contagion  and  infection.  Ninety-five 
cases  were  reported  for  quarantine;  of  diphtheria,  thirty;  measles, 
eighteen;  scarlet  fever,  sixteen;  chicken  pox,  fourteen;  whooping- 
cough,  eleven;  typhoid  fever,  four,  and  mumps,  two.  When  com- 
pared with  one  hundred  thirty-six  cases  reported  for  quarantine  dur- 
ing six  months  of  last  year,  a  decided  improvement  in  the  health  of 
our  school  children  is  shown. 

There  was  no  medical  inspection  in  our  schools  during  the  year. 
However,  valuable  help  would  be  given  our  teachers  by  having  at 
least  one  competent,  thorough  examination  of  our  school  children  at 
the  opening  of  the  school  year. 

The  opening  of  the  Cleveland  school  in  September,  1914,  relieved, 
somewhat,  the  congestion  caused  by  the  burning  of  the  high  school 
the  previous  year.  The  remodelled  school  added  four  rooms  to  our 
former  capacity.  This  permitted  of  a  rearrangement  which  accom- 
modated the  eighth  grades  who  last  year  were  compelled  to  travel 
long  distances  to  school.  Thirty-two  of  our  grade  schools  were  on 
part  time  during  the  entire  year,  and  our  high  school  was  continued 
in  the  quarters  provided  by  the  West  Pittston  school  district  in 
their  abandoned  high  school  building.  The  architect  and  contractor 
give  every  assurance  that  our  new  high  school  building  will  be  ready 
for  use  September  first  next.  With  the  opening  of  our  new  school, 
the  schools  of  this  district  shall  take  new  life.  For  the  first  time 
in  years,  proper  and  full  provision  shall  be  made  for  our  school 
population.  On  that  date  our  graded  schools  shall  number  seventy- 
five,  and  it  may  be  safe,  to  predict  that  our  present  buildings  shall 
accommodate  our  school  population,  without  congestion,  until  the 
year  1920. 

The  problem  of  the  backward  or  exceptional  child  in  our  district 
is  one  which  receives  scant  justice,  for  good  and  sufficient  reasons. 
Yet,  enough  backward  children  are  enrolled  in  our  schools  to  merit 
more  than  passing  notice.  The  special  training  required  by  those 
who  would  properly  train  exceptional  children  has  not  been  re- 
ceived by  our  teachers.  Our  normal  graduates  have  been  educated 
to  teach  only  the  normal  child,  with  the  result  that  in  small  districts 
like  ours  the  child  in  need  of  special  training  must  be  neglected. 
He  receives  the  methodical,  normal  dosage  or  worse,  and  he  can- 
not swallow  nor  digest  it  if  swallowed,  hence,  hopelessly  unde- 
veloped he  drags  along,  apart  from  his  school  mates.     Yet  legally 
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his  place  is  in  school  should  the  teacher  or  principal  not  assume 
the  burden  of  showing  that  the  pupil  is  detrimental  to  the  schools 
and  subject  to  dismissal,  a  problem  sufficiently  difficult  for  the 
specialist,  hence,  wisely  avoided  by  the  teacher. 

Theoretical  training  along  lines  of  special-child  study  is  of  ques- 
tionable value,  but  should  provision  be  made  to  fit  teachers,  prac- 
tically, to  better  deal  with  the  few  backwards  found  in  each  school, 
more  uniform  good  would  result.  Our  teachers  cannot  afford  to, 
and  should  not  be  compelled  to,  if  they  could  afford  it,  take  special 
courses  in  the  training  of  abnormal  children,  especially  after  hav- 
ing taken  all  the  training  required  and  offered  in  the  State  train- 
ing schools  in  preparation  for  teaching  in  the  public  schools. 

Our  teachers  advanced  in  scholarship  and  professional  training 
in  a  steady  growth.  The  University  of  Pennsylvania.  Columbia 
University,  State  College,  Grove  City  College,  and  other  small  sum- 
mer schools  received  a  quota  for  study  during  their  vacation.  More 
than  fifty  per  cent,  of  our  teachers  enrolled  in  the  course  of  lectures 
given  at  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.,  by  Dr.  Duncan  Yocum,  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  on  "School  Efficiency,''  during  the  winter  months. 
Practically  all  grade  teachers  and  principals  have  received  special 
certificates  in  method  and  skill  in  writing.  A  large  class  of  grade 
teachers  and  principals  met  regularly  with  the  superintendent  at 
his  office  for  professional  reading  and  study.  The  growth  is  the 
more  laudatory  for  the  fact  that  no  immediate  pecuniary  advantage 
is  in  view  of  our  teachers  for  the  expenditure  of  time,  energy  and 
money,  in  their  individual  improvement,  nothing  appears  as  incen- 
tive or  reward  except  the  welfare  of  their  schools  and  scholars.  Our 
system  at  present  is  about  free  from  the  self-satisfied,  all-knowing, 
inefficient,  time-watching  teacher. 

With  a  view  to  economy  as  well  as  to  the  removal  of  a  fad,  the 
services  of  the  drawing  supervisor  were  dispensed  with  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year.  Drawing  and  music  now  receive  so  little  recog- 
nition that  many  dollars  are  saved  for  other  purposes,  and  the  time 
of  the  pupils,  according  to  the  wishes  of  the  board,  may  be  employed 
more  exclusively  and  profitably  in  the  study  of  arithmetic,  reading, 
and  spelling. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  the  State  Department  for  the 
many  courtesies  and  aids  extended  to  this  district  during  the  year. 
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POTTSTOWN— W.   W.    Rupert. 


In  harmony  with  suggestions  sent  out  from  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction  last  May,  I  here  write  briefly  upon  three  subjects 
selected  from  a  number  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Department,  are 
of  special  interest  now. 

Average  number  of  pupils  to  a  teacher  in  elementary  schools,  in 
high  school. 

In  our  schools  the  average  number  of  pupils  to  a  teacher  who  is 
engaged  in  teaching  children  during  the  first  two  years  of  school 
life,  is  thirty-two.  The  average  number  of  pupils  to  a  teacher  in 
the  eight  years  below  the  high  school,  is  thirty.  In  the  high  school 
the  average  is  the  same, — thirty.  This,  it  seems  to  us,  is  a  reason- 
able number  of  pupils  for  a  teacher.  That  creditable  work  can  be 
done  with  this  number  is,  wre  think,  shown  by  the  fact  that  in  the 
grades  only  2.6  per  cent,  of  the  pupils  failed  to  be  promoted  at  the 
close  of  this  year.  In  the  high  school  8.6  per  cent,  failed  to  be  pro- 
moted. It  should  be  remembered,  however,  that  some  of  the  pupils 
who  have  been  counted  in  making  up  this  percentage  of  failure, 
have  simply  been  conditioned  and  will  have  an  opportunity  next 
September  to  remove  the  conditions  and  to  be  promoted. 

Examinations  and  Promotions. 

Both  in  the  grades  and  the  high  school,  examinations  are  con- 
ducted by  the  teachers  as  frequently  as  seems  desirable, — generally 
once  a  month.  All  pupils  take  these  monthly  examinations.  At  the 
close  of  the  year,  all  the  pupils  of  the  grades,  excepting  those  Avho 
have  made  a  general  average  of  ninety,  are  examined  by  means  of 
questions  prepared  by  the  superintendent.  Pupils  who  have  made 
a  general  average  of  ninety  may  go  fishing  while  this  examination 
is  in  progress.  In  the  high  school  each  teacher  prepares  his  or  her 
examination  questions,  but  pupils  are  excused  from  the  final  exami- 
nation in  all  subjects  in  which  they  have  made  an  average  of  ninety 
or  more. 

Promotions  are  made  to  rest  principally  upon  the  character  of 
the  class  work  from  day  to  day.  In  fact  in  the  grades  this  daily 
work  counts  four  times  as  much  as  the  work  at  examination,  and 
in  the  high  school  the  daily  work  counts  three  times  as  much  as  the 
examination  work.  If  this  class  work  is  of  such  a  character  that  the 
teacher  feels  the  pupil  should  not  be  required  to  do  it  again,  the 
teacher  marks  the  pupil  seventy  (our  standard  for  promotion)  or 
above.  If  on  the  other  hand,  the  work  from  day  to  day  is  so  poor 
that  the  teacher  believes  it  should  be  done  again,  the  teacher  marks 
the  pupil  below  seventy. 
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A  record  of  each  pupil's  monthly  work  is  kept,  and  at  the  end  of 

the  year  the  average  for  the  year  is  made  out.    Now  comes  the  final 

examination  for  those  who  have  not  been  fortunate  enough  to  make 

ninety.     Suppose  a  pupil's  yearly  average  with  his  teacher  has  been 

seventy-five,   and   that   at   the   examination    the   pupil    makes    only 

sixty.     The  pupil's  final  average  is   determined  by    the    following 

75X4+60      _„       _     .  "  ..    . 

equation:     Average= —  — ==i2.      Such    a    pupil    is    promoted 

5 

without  question.     His  average  of  seventy-five  with  his  teacher  for 

the  year,  counting  four  times  as  much  as  the  examination  average, 

has  kept  him  up  to  the  standard  required.     It  will  be  observed  that 

while  the  factor  four  in  the  equation  is  a  decided  help  to  the  pupil 

who  is  above  seventy  with  his  teacher,  it  is  a  heavy  drag  upon  the 

one  who  is  below  seventy. 

Of  course,   the  equation   given   above   does   not   absolutely   settle 

every  case.     We  find  it  an  excellent  general  guide,  but  the  merits 

of  individual  cases  always  receive  careful  consideration.  Under  such 

a  system  parents  and  pupils  alike  know  that  promotion  at  the  end 

of  the  year  does  not  depend  upon  a  spurt  at  examination,  but  very 

largely  upon  good,  steady  work  throughout  the  year. 

A  Special  Test  in  Spelling. 

For  years  we  have  been  working  faithfully,  and  with  some  en- 
thusiasm, on  spelling.  When,  therefore,  we  received  the  "Measur- 
ing Scale  for  Ability  in  Spelling,"  sent  out  by  the  Russell  Sage 
Foundation,  we  at  once  decided  to  test  ourselves  and  our  children 
by  it.  We  did  not  have  time  to  make  the  test  in  all  the  schools,  but 
we  applied  it  to  three  hundred  forty  pupils  in  grades  five,  six,  seven 
and  eight.  These  three  hundred  forty  pupils  made  a  record  of  77.8 
per  cent.,  while  the  pupils  represented  in  the  construction  of  the 
"Measuring  Scale"  made  a  record  of  65.8  per  cent. 


POTTSVILLE— E.  R.  Barclay. 


The  school  year  just  closed  seems  to  be  accredited  with  success. 
An  unusual  spirit  of  co-operation  and  cordial  support  have  been 
manifested  by  all  interested  in  the  schools,  and  we  are  beginning  to 
think  that  we  have  won  the  confidence  of  a  great  majority  of  our 
patrons.     This  will  make  future  work  more  effective  and  pleasant. 
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When  there  is  harmonious  and  sympathetic  effort  on  the  part  of 
pupils,  parents,  teachers  and  directors,  good  school  conditions  are 
the  logical  outcome;  whatever  breeds  discord  and  distrust  among 
these  elements  is  detrimental  to  effective  work. 


High   School. 

During  the  last  three  years,  our  high  school  has  grown  from  198 
pupils  to  420.  Four  courses  are  offered  to  pupils.  Entrance  credit 
without  examination  is  now  granted  our  graduates  by  such  schools 
as  Vassar,  Wellesley,  West  Point,  Pennsylvania,  etc.  The  demand 
for  graduates  of  the  business  department  of  the  high  school  is 
greater  than  the  supply.  We  have  outgrown  our  present  high  school 
building  and  are  therefore  putting  a  .175,000  addition  to  the  twelve- 
room  building  at  the  corner  of  Twelfth  and  Market  streets  to  care 
for  the  high  school  next  year.  Our  high  school  faculty  now  num- 
bers fourteen  teachers.  At  the  commencement  exercises,  June  23d, 
forty-five  were  given  diplomas  from  the  classical  and  scientific 
courses  and  twenty-six  from  the  commercial  department. 

Playgrounds. 

Playground  centers  under  the  direction  of  trained  instructors 
were  established  at  four  central  points  of  the  city.  The  financial 
support  for  the  same  came  from  public-spirited  citizens.  Pottsville 
is  very  much  in  need  of  recreation  centers  within  the  city  limits. 
Few  of  our  schools  have  adequate  playground  facilities. 

Home  and  School  League. 

During  the  year  a  Home  and  School  League  of  about  three  hun- 
dred fifty  members  was  formed.  Several  very  interesting  general 
meetings  were  held.  In  addition  to  the  central  meetings,  one  meet- 
ing was  held  in  each  of  the  thirteen  buildings  during  our  Patrons' 
Day  exercises.  More  than  twelve  hundred  patrons  were  addressed 
by  the  superintendent  on  these  occasions. 

Administration   Survey. 

Within  the  last  three  years  our  retardation  (Ayres  test)  has  been 
reduced  fifteen  per  cent,  and  our  failures  in  promotion  was  ten 
per  cent,  less  this  year  than  three  years  ago.  During  the  same 
period,  we  have  reduced  the  average  cost  of  text  books  71  per  cent, 
and  the  cost  of  second  class  supplies  12  per  cent.  This  was  done 
by  efficient  methods  of  purchase  and  distribution  and  not  by  sac- 
rificing the  quality  of  the  books  and  supplies.     We  now  have  more 
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and  better  books  and  supplies  than  we  had  under  the  old  methods. 
The  average  number  of  pupils  per  teacher  in  the  grade  schools  is 
now  43  against  51  pupils  per  teacher  three  years  ago.  I  shall  not  be 
satisfied  until  the  number  is  reduced  to  thirty-five  per  teacher. 


PUNXSUTAWNEY— F.  S.  Jackson. 


General. 


The  year  has  been  one  of  growth  in  school  enrollment  both  in 
grades  and  high  school.  Altogether  the  schools  showed  an  increase 
in  enrollment  of  about  one  hundred  twenty-five. 

The  gains  have  not  all  been  merely  a  matter  of  numbers.  It  has 
been  a  year  of  very  steady  and  effective  work  by  the  teaching  force; 
a  consistent  effort  to  advance  the  work  wherever  possible  and  to 
place  the  schools  on  a  still  higher  basis  of  efficiency. 

Athletics. 

The  status  and  influence  of  school  athletics  are  worthy  of  some 
consideration.  In  the  last  half  dozen  years  a  very  successful  and 
influential  athletic  growth  has  taken  place.  During  that  time  high 
school  athletics  have  been  completely  separated  from  outside  in- 
fluences and  have  gradually  become  an  active  force  in  shaping  the 
ideals  and  standards  of  the  school. 

It  is  very  necessary  that  a  lively  and  healthy  school  spirit  should 
crystallize  around  some  popular  high  school  interest.  The  loyalty 
of  the  student  body  as  brought  out  through  games  and  sports  con- 
stitutes a  valuable  and  active  force  which,  if  properly  directed, 
may  bring  great  good  to  the  school  and  results  in  a  general  raising 
of  standards.  The  boy  or  young  man  who  desires  to  excel  in  athletic 
sports  must  lead  a  clean  life.  He  must  abstain  from  the  use  of 
liquor  and  tobacco;  he  must  preserve  proper  hours  for  sleeping  and 
be  careful  about  what  he  eats.  He  must,  in  general,  lead  a  life  which 
makes  him  a  good  example  of  clean  living.  All  the  interest  and  ef- 
fort expended  on  athletics  in  our  high  school  during  the  past  half 
dozen  or  more  years  would  be  amply  justified  if  it  had  accomplished 
nothing  more  than  to  very  materially  reduce  the  use  of  the  vicious 
and  deadly  cigarette.  It  is  not  at  all  an  uncommon  thing  for  a 
boy  in  the  grades  to  tell  the  superin  ten  dent  that  he  is  not  going  to 
use  tobacco  because  he  wishes,  when  he  enters  high  school  to  "make" 
one  or  more  of  the  high  school  teams. 
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Two  or  three  years  ago  a  member  of  the  High  School  Athletic  As- 
sociation offered,  in  one  of  its  sessions,  an  amendment  to  the  con- 
stitution of  the  association  barring  any  user  of  tobacco  from  rep- 
resenting the  high  school  in  any  athletic  event.  After  one  month's 
consideration  the  amendment  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  ten  to  one. 

Recently  the  following  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the 
athletic  association  was  unanimously  adopted. 

"Whenever  the  association  may  deem  it  advisable  and  the  finan- 
cial condition  of  the  association  may  permit,  the  association  may 
send  a  representative  to  the  State  Older  Boys'  Conference  of  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association;  the  actual  expenses  of  the  rep- 
resentative to  be  paid  from  the  funds  of  the  association.  The  dele- 
gate chosen  shall  represent  the  highest  spiritual  and  moral  stand- 
ards of  the  high  school  and  shall  satisfy  the  conditions  for  elegibility 
to  represent  the  high  school  as  set  forth  in  article  three,  section  two 
of  the  constitution.  Upon  his  return  the  delegates  shall  make  such 
reports  of  the  conference  as  the  association  and  faculty  may  re- 
quire." 

It  is  this  general  disposition  of  the  association  to  stand  not  only 
for  excellence  in  athletic  attainments  but  also  for  the  things  which 
make  for  character  and  the  higher  and  better  things  in  spiritual  and 
worldly  life  which  renders  this  work  an  undoubted  asset  to  the 
school.  The  superintendent  feels  that  the  athletic  association  is  a 
live,  active  force  which  may  be  relied  upon  to  assist  in  the  eleva- 
tion of  the  moral  and  intellectual  standards  of  the  school.  Not 
only  must  the  bodily  habits  be  clean  and  wholesome  but  a  certain 
intellectual  standard  must  be  maintained  to  secure  eligibility  to 
any  of  the  teams.  High  moral  standards,  sound  intellectual  stand- 
ing, clean  and  wholesome  physical  living;  how  can  we  more  benefit 
our  young  men  than  by  heartily  supporting  them  in  these  natural 
interests. 

This  work  has  now  reached  a  stage  of  development  meriting  some 
financial  support  from  the  school  funds.  So  far  this  movement 
has  been  financially  supported  through  patronage  at  the  various 
games.  A  few  hundred  dollars  per  year  would  provide  systematic 
instruction  in  calisthenics  throughout  the  grades,  make  possible 
athletic  participation  of  large  groups  of  grade  pupils  in  fall  and 
spring,  furnish  competent  coaching  for  the  field  and  track  work 
in  the  fall,  baseball  in  the  spring,  and  basketball  in  season.  This 
is  an  important  phase  of  school  activity,  more  important  than  those 
not  in  direct  touch  with  it  can  realize;  it  touches  vitally  the  funda- 
mental things  of  a  clean  moral  and  physical  life;  the  work  has  been 
brought  to  a  stage  of  development  permitting  of  rapid  expansion 
if  given  a  little  more  support.  Any  expenditure  along  this  line  will 
bring  abundant  returns  in  the  development  of  future  citizens. 
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Equipment. 

Through  the  efforts  of  teachers  and  pupils  many  additions  were 
made  to  the  equipment  of  the  various  buildings. 

Eight  fine  pictures,  purchased  with  the  proceeds  of  the  art  ex- 
hibit were  placed  in  the  halls  and  rooms. 

Victrolas  were  purchased  for  the  Mary  A.  Wilson  and  the  Jeffer- 
son street  schools.  Food  sales  and  voluntary  contributions  by 
teachers  and  pupils  were  responsible  for  the  success  of  this  move- 
ment to  place  good  music  within  reach  of  all  the  pupils.  The  West 
End  schools  have  also  added  a  victrola  to  their  equipment  and  ex- 
pect to  purchase  the  machine  next  year.  One  of  these  machines 
has  been  on  trial  at  Jenks  Hill  and  will  probably  be  purchased 
later. 

The  West  End  schools  have  raised  about  one  hundred  dollars 
during  the  year  for  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  school  library. 

As  usual  the  Jenks  Hill  schools  have  contributed  generously  for 
the  purpose  of  beautifying  the  grounds  and  the  building. 

In  addition  to  their  large  payment  toward  the  victrola  the  grades 
at  Jefferson  street  have  a  reserve  of  twenty-five  dollars  to  be  used 
next  year  in  the  improvement  of  the  grounds. 

The  high  school  play  and  the  concerts  given  by  the  department 
of  music  have  added  generous  sums  to  the  general  fund  of  the  Jef- 
ferson street  building  which  will  be  used  in  the  purchase  of  musical 
instruments,  books,  pictures,  and  other  like  purchases. 

In  all  about  three  hundred  fifty  dollars  in  the  aggregate  has 
been  raised  during  the  year. 

The  board  has  placed  lights  in  one  of  the  rooms  at  the  Mary  A. 
Wilson  school,  in  the  commercial  room  at  Jefferson  street,  in  the 
science  laboratory,  and  in  the  freehand  and  mechanical  drawing 
room  in  the  building  last  mentioned.  By  running  a  partition  across 
the  front  of  the  basement  of  the  high  school  building  on  either 
side  of  the  main  entrance,  two  excellent  school  rooms  were  made. 
One  of  these  is  used  as  a  drawing  room  the  other  is  occupied  by  a 
fifth  grade.  Modern  furniture  was  placed  in  four  rooms  at  Jeffer- 
son street  and  in  one  room  at  the  Mary  A.  Wilson  school. 

A  reference  library  of  about  twenty-five  books  has  been  added  to 
the  science  department  of  the  high  school  and  the  number  of  type- 
writers in  the  commercial  department  has  been  increased  from  ten 
to  thirteen. 

The  State  Department  of  Education,  through  its  various  divisions 
has  been  exceedingly  kind  and  helpful  at  all  times.  The  State 
Board  of  Education  has  also  been  active  and  suggestive  in  its  sup 
port. 
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RADNOR  TOWNSHIP    (Delaware  County)— George  H.   Wilson. 


The  steady  progress  of  our  schools  is  due  in  a  great  measure  to 
the  attitude  of  our  teaching  force  toward  advanced  personal  study. 
During  the  past  year  more  than  one-half  of  our  teachers  have  taken 
special  courses  either  at  summer  school  or  during  the  winter  at  the 
colleges  which  offer  teachers'  courses. 

During  the  year  the  new  one-story-four-room  primary  school  at 
Rosemont  was  completed,  giving  the  district  one  of  the  most  modern 
and  complete  schools  to  be  found  anywhere.  Situated  on  a  six-acre 
lot,  surrounding  by  beautiful  trees  and  shrubbery,  it  is  an  ideal 
spot  for  a  school,  offering  as  it  does,  unusual  advantages  for  school 
gardens,  playgrounds,  etc.  The  interior  decorations,  equipment, 
sanitary  conveniences,  lighting  and  heating  are  in  keeping  with  the 
exterior. 

On  the  high  school  grounds,  tennis  courts  and  a  quarter-mile 
running  track  have  been  completed  during  the  year,  giving  ample 
opportunity  for  out-of-door  exercise  and  athletics. 

The  district  tried  this  year  the  experiement  of  having  an  experi- 
enced social  worker,  connected  with  a  local  charitable  organization, 
act  as  attendance  officer.  This  plan  has  worked  out  admirably  as 
the  social  worker  from  her  intimate  knowledge  of  home  conditions 
throughout  the  township  has  been  able  to  understand  the  relation 
of  cause  and  effect  as  applied  to  school  attendance.  No  prosecution 
has  been  made  under  this  arrangement  but  a  thorough  study  of  con- 
ditions by  the  official  and  a  wise  use  of  her  power  has  resulted  in 
parents  having  a  better  understanding  of  the  meaning  and  purpose 
of  the  attendance  law  and  a  greater  willingness  to  cheerfully  obey  it. 

Medical  inspection  which  was  allowed  to  lapse  for  a  year  was  es- 
tablished again  during  the  past  year  and  unanimously  voted  for 
the  coming  year,  placing  this  increasingly  important  department  of 
school  organization  upon  a  firm  footing.  Careful  inspection  of  pu- 
pils and  earnest  follow-up  work  has  resulted  in  many  pupils  being 
relieved  of  their  infirmities  and  restored  to  regular  attendance  and 
increased  capacity  for  school  work. 

The  board  has  also  appointed  a  committee  to  investigate  the  cost 
and  other  details,  for  the  establishment  of  a  dental  clinic  which  we 
hope  to  have  working  by  the  end  of  another  year. 

During  the  present  summer,  the  district  is  maintaining  a  five- 
weeks  vacation  school,  two  school  gardens  and  a  playground. 
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READING— Charles   S.   Foos. 


The  school  year  just  closed  in  Reading  has  been  busy,  interesting 
and  eventful.  The  chief  work  has  been  investigation,  survey, 
adaptation  and  reorganization  for  definite  centralization  and  ef- 
ficient service.  The  people  of  Reading,  as  elsewhere,  are  beginning 
to  realize  the  tremendous  possibilities  of  the  public  school  plant 
and  to  this  end  are  becoming  insistent  that  it  be  used  not  only  for 
the  child  but  for  the  adult.  The  tide  to  socialize  the  work  of  the 
public  schools  has  set  in,  and,  if  carefully  directed,  the  schools  of 
the  future  will  serve  not  a  portion  of  the  people  but  the  whole  peo- 
ple. Adult  guidance  will  go  hand  in  hand  with  child  instruction 
and,  as  I  have  intimated  repeatedly,  the  school  will  be  in  continuous 
operation  for  twelve  hours  and  will  gradually  become  the  clearing- 
house of  civic,  social,  recreational  and  educational  agencies  in  pro- 
portion to  the  willingness  of  the  taxpayers  to  pay  the  bills.  Our 
scheme  here  is  to  serve  the  people,  not  forgetting  that  the  primary 
aim  of  public  school  education  is  with  the  grade  child. 

Our  high  schools,  Avith  sessions  under  a  continuation  plan  and 
the  laboratory  method,  in  which  study  and  recitation  go  hand  in 
hand,  are  serving  a  wider  constituency  and  offering  a  broader 
curriculum  to  meet  the  needs  of  regular  and  occasional  pupils.  In 
the  high  school  for  girls,  noon-hour  classes  in  industrial  arts  for 
former  pupils  now  employed;  a  course  on  the  care  and  feeding  of 
infants;  sewing,  costume  designing,  interior  decoration,  study  of 
heating  systems  in  the  home,  study  of  library  methods  and  visits 
to  the  public  library  and  industrial  plants,  the  study  of  literature 
of  Pennsylvania  in  accordance  with  the  State  outline,  have  added 
zest  to  the  curriculum  and  such  events  as  a  May  day  pageant  at  the 
Country  Club  and  the  planting  of  7,000  seedling  trees  in  the  parks 
of  Reading  have  been  a  condiment  to  the  routine  of  the  school  work. 

In  the  high  school  for  boys,  a  regular  session  from  3. 30  to  0.30 
]).  m.,  with  several  thousand  visitors  to  observe  this  school  in  actual 
operation,  was  an  inspiring  event.  Other  facts  worthy  of  note  were 
the  appointment  of  a  permanent  student  committee  on  civic  affairs 
to  co-operate  with  city  authorities;  school  credit  for  membership  in 
musical  organizations  and  for  vocational  work  in  office  and  library; 
and  the  visiting  of  industrial  plants  by  classes  in  chemistry  and 
physics. 

The  normal  training  school  for  girls,  with  critic  teachers,  did 
more  satisfactory  work. 
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In  the  grades,  a  closer  correlation  of  the  work,  study  periods, 
preparation  of  new  lessons  at  the  beginning  of  the  class  period,  have 
proved  very  effective. 

The  department  of  practical  arts  reports  three  additional  domes- 
tic science  centers  with  organized  cooking  for  eighth  grade  girls, 
teachers'  classes  in  cooking,  and  short  unit  evening  courses  for 
working  women,  sewing  in  the  grades  above  the  fourth,  classes  in 
household  finance  and  care  of  children,  housemaids',  housekeepers' 
and  saleswomen's  courses;  short  unit  courses  in  sewing,  carpentry, 
machine  shop  practice,  machine  shop  mathematics,  estimating  and 
salesmanship. 

The  separation  of  the  department  of  penmanship  and  drawing  by 
placing  drawing  under  the  practical  arts  departments  was  also  ac- 
complished. 

In  the  department  of  music,  the  supervisor  reports  grade  orches- 
tras, fourteen  choral  societies,  a  guitar  and  mandolin  club,  recitals 
by  glee  club  of  the  high  school  for  boys  to  seventh  and  eighth  grade 
pupils,  artist  recitals  and  Christinas  victrola  recitals  before  both 
high  schools,  carols  by  school  children  around  the  municipal  Christ- 
mas tree  on  Penn  Square,  singing  of  patriotic  songs  by  children  on 
Fourth  of  July  on  Penn  Commons,  musical  exhibit  of  grade  work 
before  Parent-Teacher  Associations,  exhibition  of  grade  and  high 
school  orchestras,  chorals,  choir  and  glees  club,  before  Teachers'  In- 
stitute; record  of  musical  instruments  studied  by  school  children, 
credit  for  glee  club  and  orchestral  work  in  the  high  school  for  boys, 
and  grade  pupils  given  credit  for  music. 

The  department  of  physical  instruction  is  deservedly  popular 
with  athletics  and  swimming  for  girls  of  the  high  school,  half-play 
and  half-work  in  the  first  grade  for  the  month  of  June;  a  Fete  Day 
on  Penn  Common  attended  by  eight  thousand  people;  the  organi- 
zation of  a  Public  School  Athletic  League  and  badge  tests  for  sixth, 
seventh  and  eighth  grade  boys,  as  recent  features. 

The  evening  schools,  with  classes  to  meet  all  reasonable  requests, 
more  than  doubled  their  enrollment  during  the  past  year.  They 
were  distributed  as  follows: 


High  School, , 

Grammar  schools,  ,  , 
Elementary  schools, 
Sewing  classes, 
Cooking  classes, 
Social  center, 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

578 

477 

1055 

146 

86 

232 

300 

85 

385 

161 

161 

298 

298 

194 

69 

263 

1218    1176    2394 


No.    7.  READING.  331 

The  department  of  child  welfare,  with  a  vocational  council  com- 
posed of  teachers,  nurses  and  supervisors  of  the  district,  is  doing 
meritorious  work  in  guiding  children  in  the  choice  of  vocations,  ad- 
vising with  parents,  inducing  many  pupils  to  remain  in  school,  and 
enrolling  those  who  quit  in  the  evening  classes. 

The  department  of  medical  inspection  organized  sub-dispensaries  in 
several  parts  of  the  city,  and  required  reports  from  the  assistant  medi- 
cal inspectors  covering  the  sanitary  conditions  of  school  buildings  in 
their  district. 

The  department  of  the  Public  Museum  and  Art  Gallery  was  the 
mecca  of  thousands  of  visitors  and  offered  for  the  first  time  a  free 
course  of  public  evening  lectures  in  art,  science,  and  travel ;  encour- 
aged visitations  by  schools  accompanied  by  the  teachers;  began  the 
circulation  of  a  series  of  traveling  collections  in  the  grade  schools; 
increased  the  number  of  art  specimens,  pictures,  bronzes,  art  pot- 
tery, etc.,  by  one  hundred;  added  four  cases  to  the  museum;  and 
opened  the  museum  and  art  gallery  in  the  evenings  to  bodies  of  in- 
terested citizens  and  organizations. 

The  work  of  reorganization  has  been  going  on  in  all  other  depart 
ments.  At  the  business  end  all  supplies  have  been  systematically 
tabulated  and  the  bookkeeping  arranged  according  to  the  plan  rec- 
ommended by  the  State  Department.  A  salary  schedule  based  upon 
merit  goes  into  operation  with  the  next  year;  the  complete  centrali- 
zation of  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades,  approximating  the  junior 
high  school  plan,  has  been  accomplished,  although  there  has  been 
departmental  work  in  these  grades  for  a  decade;  regular  substitutes 
were  employed  at  a  fixed  monthly  salary;  a  kindergarten  beginning 
was  also  made  a  fact,  with  provision  for  three  schools;  the  summer 
playground  teachers  were  made  employees  of  the  board  with  the 
city  authorities  and  the  playground  association  co-operating; 
branches  of  the  public  library  were  established  in  several  public 
schools;  and  evening  lectures  in  community  civics  were  begun. 

Other  activities  worthy  of  mention  were  tuberculous  lectures  to 
pupils;  school  exhibits;  prison  instruction;  extension  course  of  the 
Wharton  School  and  State  College;  vacation  schools  and  kindergar- 
tens, especially  in  the  Presbyterian  and  Trinity  Lutheran  Churches. 
The  problems  most  urgent  for  the  next  school  year  are  the  fur- 
ther development  of  the  continuation  school  plan;  the  organization 
of  vocational  schools  for  pupils  between  fourteen  and  sixteen,  em- 
ployed in  the  industries;  the  revision  of  the  course  of  study  by  the 
teachers'  councils;  the  opening  of  a  school  for  tubercular  children; 
a  more  adequate  dental  clinic;  a  study  of  the  home  gardening 
scheme  recommended  by  the  National  Bureau  of  Education;  an 
industrial  survey  of  vocations;  school  attendance  and  retardation; 
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additional  building  and  recreational  facilities;  and  a  further  sys- 
tematization  of  the  entire  school  system  with  direct  responsibility 
for  the  several  department  heads. 

I  would  be  remiss  in  my  duty  if  I  failed  to  record  the  faithful 
work  of  the  Board  of  School  Directors  and  teachers  and  the  encour- 
aging co-operation  of  the  civic  societies,  parent- teachers'  clubs,  and 
of  the  newspapers.  To  be  sure,  we  have  had  several  knots  to  untie, 
but  with  this  year's  work  in  retrospect,  I  believe  I  can  say  that  we 
have  never  closed  such  a  pleasant  and  successful  year  and  I  wish  to 
express  my  appreciation  of  the  cordial  support  of  the  State  Depart- 
ment and  further  to  add  that  I  am  profoundly  grateful  to  have  been 
a  humble  factor  in  the  work  accomplished  in  the  Reading  schools 
in  the  ten  months  just  closed. 


REDSTONE   TWP.,    (FAYETTE   CO.)— Ira   H.   Hess. 


In  sending  this  my  first  report  for  the  year  just  closed,  I  may  say 
at  the  outset  without  disparaging  the  earnest  and  faithful  work  done 
by  teachers  and  school  officials  generally,  that  the  schools  of  our 
district  are  not  what  they  should  be;  nor  is  it  possible  to  make  them 
what  they  should  be  without  our  own  high  school.  While  I  am  thank- 
ful for  the  many  excellent  things  in  our  school  system,  I  do  not  feel 
like  joining  in  the  chorus  with  those  who  would  proclaim  to  the 
world  that  we  have  the  best  system  of  schools  on  earth. 

Our  teachers,  with  a  few  exceptions,  are  faithful,  conscientious, 
and  progressive.  It  is  believed  that  the}'  have  done  more  regular, 
careful  professional  reading  during  the  year  than  ever  before.  As 
a  result  their  work  has  been  more  practical  and  thorough.  Much  of 
the  teaching  has  not  and  does  not  insure  to  pupils  that  practical 
knowledge  of  arithmetic,  grammar  or  language  and  the  ability  to 
read  intelligently  and  intelligibly  that  it  should.  While  instruc- 
tion should  do  far  more  than  this  for  pupils,  yet  if  it  does  less  it  is 
not  a  success. 

I  very  much  regret  that  many  of  our  teachers  and  young  people 
manifest  too  little  interest  in  literature  and  general  information.  It 
is  not  enough  simply  to  tread  the  beaten  paths  that  lead  us  in  daily 
observation  of  the  knowledge  contained  in  the  branches  to  be  taught, 
or  in  those  that  are  to  furnish  us  with  teaching  methods.     To  be 
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successful,  not  merely  from  a  selfish  standpoint,  to  accomplish  the 
real  purposes  of  life,  to  discharge  properly  the  duties  we  owe  to  the 
world,  for  the  sake  of  our  own  existence,  a  more  liberal  culture  of 
mind  and  heart  is  needed.  The  taste  for  proper  literature,  and  the 
reading  habit  should  be  formed  early,  around  the  family  hearth- 
stone. But,  alas,  how  universally  this  is  neglected  and  children  al- 
lowed to  walk  the  streets  or  run  the  roads  without  the  parents' 
watchful  care. 

Every  instrumentality  at  command  for  the  improvement  of  our 
teachers  has  been  pressed  upon  them.  During  the  summer  vacation 
some  have  advanced  through  efforts  at  self  culture,  a  few  dropped 
into  local  schools,  and  many  more  attended  state  normal  schools  and 
colleges.  If  there  is  one  thing  more  apparent  than  another  that  is 
revealed  in  the  annual  examinations  of  teachers,  it  is  the  superior 
knowledge  of  methods  of  managing  schools  and  imparting  instruc- 
tion, which  those  possess  who  have  attended  a  normal  school  and 
received  professional  training.  Those  of  limited  experience  are  be- 
ginning to  realize  the  disadvantages  of  a  lack  of  special  training  and 
that  ere  long  their  vocation  will  be  gone.  They  are  reading  the 
signs  of  the  times  and  discerning  the  logic  of  events  aright. 

Sixteen  educational  meetings  were  held  during  the  year,  all  of 
which  were  well  attended,  indicating  thai  there  is  a  good,  strong  and 
healthy  public  school  sentiment  within  the  breasts  of  the  great  mass 
of  our  people. 

The  "school  house  flag  movement"  has  been  growing  in  our  dis- 
trict. Every  school  has  been  supplied  with  a  flag  and  flag  pole  and 
all  teachers  are  required  to  have  the  glorious  banner  floating  over  it. 
The  object  is  to  instil  into  the  tender  minds  and  hearts  of  youth, 
the  future  citizens  of  the  republic  a  thoroughly  American  feeling. 
Our  children  must  be  taught  to  hate  social  and  political  disorder; 
they  must  be  stimulated  to  a  love  of  American  history  that  they  may 
appreciate  the  cost  of  our  liberty;  they  must  learn  to  subject  them- 
selves to  salutary  restraint  in  the  home  and  the  school,  that  they 
may  become  law-abiding  citizens  of  the  state  and  nation. 

Our  school  commencements  are  becoming  occasions  of  great  in- 
terest and  attract  large  audiences  to  witness  the  exercises.  Indeed 
it  is  impossible  to  secure  a  hall  large  enough  to  accommodate  all  who 
desire  admission.  They  are  thus  a  means  of  educating  the  public  and 
awakening  interest  in  public  school  work. 

The  issuing  of  diplomas  sets  before  the  pupils  a  tangible  object  for 
which  to  work,  and  doubtless  holds  many  of  them  in  school  longer 
than  they  would  otherwise  remain,  and  proves  an  incentive  to  regu- 
lar attendance  and  faithful  work.  And  if  the  proper  standard  be 
maintained  this  graduation  might  be  very  helpful  to  the  general 
cause  of  education.    The  standard  for  graduation  has  been  too  low, 
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pupils  go  out  of  school  with  a  mere  smattering  of  the  common 
branches  not  having  learned  to  study  they  abandon  all  efforts  at  self- 
improvement,  imagining  that  their  diplomas  are  evidence  that  they 
have  completed  their  education.  Thus  the  pupils  are  injured  and 
the  schools  brought  into  disrepute.  If  the  people  thoroughly  believe 
in  the  value  of  education  and  desire  their  children  to  receive  suitable 
training  for  the  work  of  life,  they  will  bestir  themselves  and  see  that 
only  liberal-minded  progressive  men  are  selected  to  the  office  of 
school  director,  and  demand  that  the  children  have  the  best  school 
facilities  possible  to  the  district. 

Among  the  improvements  contemplated  for  the  coming  year  doubt- 
less none  will  be  more  prominent  than  the  new  public  school  build- 
ings in  prospect  for  Herbert  and  Republic.  The  Board  of  Directors 
have  already  purchased  ample  plots  of  ground  for  the  purpose.  The 
sites  are  eligible  ones  under  everj'-  consideration,  and  the  public  spirit 
of  the  gentlemen  composing  the  board  is  a  sufficient  guarantee  that 
the  buildings  with  their  equipments  and  surroundings  will  in  every 
way  be  worthy  of  the  towns  and  the  cause  of  education. 

In  conclusion,  my  thanks  are  gratefully  tendered  to  the  Depart- 
ment at  Harrisburg  for  advice,  to  the  press  of  the  county  for  ever- 
ready  support  given,  to  the  directors  and  citizens  for  their  great 
kindness  and  aid,  and  to  the  teachers  for  their  uniform  courtesy  and 
hearty  co-operation. 


ROCHESTER^-William  S.  Taft. 


In  spite  of  the  fact  that  it  was  necessary  to  house  our  high  school 
and  five  of  our  grades  in  churches,  the  school  year  for  1914-1915 
closed  very  successfully. 

In  the  high  school  the  alegbra  course,  was  changed  considerably, 
making  it  possible  to  secure  a  good  working  knowledge  of  algebra  in 
one  year.  The  second  year  of  algebra  was  made  an  elective.  A 
third  year  of  German  was  added  to  the  course. 

The  fact  that  over  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  teachers  of  the  Rochester 
schools  attended  summer  school,  had  a  telling  effect  upon  the  grade 
of  work  done  by  the  pupils.  Forty  per  cent,  of  the  remainder  spent 
the  summer  in  traveling,  or  attending  special  lectures  to  increase 
their  efficiency. 

No  less  important  are  the  material  improvements  in  our  school 
system.  The  first  of  April  we  moved  into  a  new  $50,000  up-to-date, 
fire  proof  building.    Ground  has  been  broken  for  a  new  $1 00,000  high 


No.   7.  SCRANTON.  335 

school  building',  which  we  expect  to  have  ready  for  occupancy  in  the 
early  part  of  1916.  This  building  will  be  fully  equipped  according 
to  the  most  modern  methods. 

For  1915-1916  one  more  period  will  be  added  to  the  high  school 
day.  The  grades  eights  will  be  conducted  upon  the  departmental 
plan,  with  a  view  to  the  adoption  of  the  six-six  plan  as  soon  as  the 
new  high  school  building  is  finished.  A  class  of  57  as  compared  to 
35  of  former  years  successfully  completed  the  eighth  grade  work. 
Thirty  more  coming  from  the  outlying  districts  around  Rochester 
added  to  these  will  make  the  freshman  class  more  than  double  the 
number  of  any  previous  year. 

There  has  been  but  one  change  in  our  whole  teaching  force  in  the 
last  two  years,  and  we  are  therefore  able  to  carry  one  year's  work 
into  the  next  with  no  appreciable  loss. 

We  wish  to  acknowledge  the  valuable  assistance  of  the  Department 
of  Public  Instruction  and  the  local  Board  of  Education  that  have 
made  our  progress  possible. 


SCRANTON— -S.  E.  Weber, 


The  year  was  filled  with  a  number  of  important  changes,  but  the 
most  important  concerned  themselves  wholly  with  the  teaching  body, 
it  is  on  these  that  I  want  to  centre  this  report.    • 

1.  By  the  revision  of  the  Scranton  Plan,  the  qualifications  of 
teachers  for  the  grades  and  for  grade  principalships  have  been  con- 
siderably raised,  so  that  now  the  city  of  Scranton  ranks  well  up  in 
its  requirements  for  admission  to  teaching  positions,  possibly  among 
the  highest  in  the  Commonwealth.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  most  essen- 
tial to  guard  jealously  admission  to  the  teaching  profession,  and  to 
discourage  from  entering  the  profession,  in  every  possible  way,  those 
who  are  unfitted  by  temperament,  intellectual  limitations,  and  lack 
of  aptitude.  It  is  my  belief  that  such  raising  of  standards  for  ad- 
mission will  be  fully  justified  by  the  increased  efficiency  shown  in  the 
teaching  force  within  the  coming  years.  The  present  qualifications 
for  teachers  according  to  the  Scrcmton  Plan  are  as  follows: 

Applicants  for  positions  in  the  Central  high  school  must  be  col- 
lege graduates  with  at  least  two  years'  experience. 

Applicants  for  positions  in  the  Technical  high  school  must  be  col- 
lege graduates  with  at  least  two  years'  experience,  or  normal  gradu- 
ates with  commercial  training  and  at  least  two  year's  experience,  or 
graduates  of  some  recognized  manual  training  school. 
22 
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Applicants  for  positions  in  the  grades  of  the  public  schools  of 
Scranton  must  be  college  graduates,  normal  graduates,  or  graduates 
of  the  Scranton  training  school. 

Beginning  with  the  school  year  1917-1918,  all  normal  school  gradu- 
ates who  are  applicants  for  elementary  grade  positions  must  be 
graduates  of  a  four-year  high  school  course,  or  its  equivalent. 

Teachers  shall  be  selected  according  to  the  following  plan: 

Principals:  Applicants  for  principalships  of  elementary  schools 
must  have  had  at  least  two  years'  experience  in  elementary 
grade  work,  must  be  college  or  normal  school  graduates,  and  be- 
ginning with  the  school  year  1917-1918,  must  also  be  graduates  of  a 
four-year  high  school  course,  or  its  equivalent. 

Applicants  for  principalships  of  elementary  schools  must  pass  a 
written  examination  in  each  of  the  following  subjects:  History  of 
Education,  School  Administration  and  Management  Principles  of 
Teaching,  School  Hygiene,  English  Composition.  This  examination 
shall  be  conducted  by  a  recognized  educator,  not  a  resident  of  Scran- 
ton, appointed  by  the  superintendent  and  approved  by  the  Board  of 
Education. 

The  average  per  cent,  for  the  written  and  the  oral  examination 
shall  be  not  less  than  70  per  cent. 

Grade  Teachers:  All  applicants  for  positions  in  the  grades  of  the 
elementary  schools — excepting  the  eighth  grade  teachers  of  the  pre- 
high  school  subjects,  Latin  and  algebra — shall  pass  a  written  exam- 
ination in  each  of  the  following  subjects:  School  Management,  Prin- 
ciples of  Teaching,  School  Hygiene,  English  Composition.  This  ex- 
amination shall  be  conducted  by  a  recognized  educator,  not  a  resident 
of  Scranton,  appointed  by  the  superintendent  and  approved  by  the 
Board  of  Education. 

The  average  per  cent,  for  the  written  and  the  oral  examination 
shall  be  not  less  than  60  per  cent. 

High  School  Teachers  and  Eighth  Grade  Teachers:  All  applicants 
for  high  school  positions  or  for  positions  to  teach  the  pre-high  school 
subjects — Latin  and  algebra---in  the  eighth  grade  (except  those  in 
the  employ  of  the  Board  who  have  such  pre-high  school  subjects  on 
their  certificates)  shall  be  required  to  pass  an  examination  in  the 
special  subjects  they  are  to  teach,  in  the  methods  of  teaching  such 
special  subjects,  and  in  English  Composition. 

Applicants,  who  are  college  graduates,  without  any  previous  ac- 
tual teaching  experience,  are  eligible  to  teach  the  pre-high  school 
subjects  in  the  eighth  grade. 

The  average  per  cent,  for  the  written  and  the  oral  examination 
shall  be  not  less  than  75  per  cent. 

Any  applicant  may  take  the  examination  in  as  many  as  two  groups 
of  specialized  lines  of  study. 
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All  applicants  for  positions  shall  be  examined  orally  by  the  board 
of  school  directors.  This  examination  shall  take  into  consideration 
successful  experience,  scholastic  and  professional  record,  and  per- 
sonality. The  ratio  of  the  written  and  oral  examination  shall  be  as 
60  points  to  40  points.  Those  without  actual  teaching  experience 
will  not  be  marked  higher  than  30  points. 

Those  having  the  highest  marks  shall  be  rated  first  and  appointed 
first.  Where  two  candidates  have  the  same  rating,  preference  shall 
be  given  to  the  one  having  the  longest  experience. 

For  appointments  to  high  school  positions,  the  eligible  list  shall 
be  made  up  according  to  the  departments  in  which  applicants  have 
specialized. 

All  applicants  for  positions  in  the  kindergartens  of  Scranton  shall 
be  required  to  present: 

1.  A  high   school  diploma  covering  a  course  of  four 

years  or  its  equivalent. 

2.  A  diploma  from  a  recognized  kindergarten  training 

school  having  a   course  of  at  least  two  years' 
instruction. 

2.  After  teachers  have  once  entered  the  profession  adequate  pro- 
vision should  be  made  for  the  school  system  to  get  the  largest  returns 
from  their  labors,  and  to  assist  them  in  every  possible  way  to  im- 
prove their  efficiency.  To  accomplish  the  first  aim,  every  teacher 
was  visited  as  frequently  as  possible  and  given  such  personal  help 
as  seemed  necessary  and  advisable.  Personal  conferences  were  held, 
and  in  a  number  of  instances  teachers  were  permitted,  by  a  special 
resolution  of  the  board,  to  visit  other  teachers  doing  the  same  grade 
of  work,  and  with  a  view  of  profit  most  by  such  visitation  definite 
points  for  observation  were  indicated  beforehand,  and  a  report  on 
such  points  of  observation  made  by  the  teacher  in  return.  The  effects 
of  such  visitation  were  further  followed  up  in  the  schoolroom  prac- 
tice done  by  such  teacher  afterwards. 

Monthly  meetings  were  held  with  each  grade  and  such  topics  dis- 
cussed as  seemed  of  most  immediate  need.  At  some  of  these  monthly 
meetings,  the  teachers,  who  were  regarded  by  the  supervisor  of  the 
primary  grades  and  the  superintendent  to  be  doing  the  best  work 
along  certain  lines,  were  asked  to  bring  with  them  the  children  in 
the  grades  they  taught,  for  the  purpose  of  demonstrating  a  class  ex- 
ercise before  the  other  teachers  doing  the  same  grade  of  work.  The 
latter  method  served  not  only  an  economical  purpose  in  the  observa- 
tion of  schoolroom  practice  for  all  teachers  doing  the  same  grade  of 
work,  but  also  served  to  stimulate  all  of  the  teachers  observing  such 
work. 

22—7—1915 
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In  addition  to  these  monthly  meetings,  the  principals  met  semi- 
monthly with  the  teachers  of  their  own  buildings  for  the  study  and 
discussion  of  McMurry's  "How  to  Study."  The  principals,  in  turn, 
met  with  the  superintendent  twice  a  month  for  the  study  and  dis- 
cussion of  Bagley's  "Educative  Process." 

It  seems  hardly  necessary  to  argue  for  the  value  of  such  profes- 
sional reading  and  stud}'  on  the  part  of  any  teacher  in  the  service. 

3.  The  logical  sequence  to  be  arrived  at,  by  raising  the  require- 
ments for  admission  to  the  service  and  for  improving  the  efficiency 
of  teachers  in  the  service,  is  that  such  raising  of  standards  in  turn 
demands  more  adequate  remuneration.  This  third  element  has  also 
been  accomplished  by  the  school  board's  adopting  a  new  salary 
schedule  for  kindergartners,  grade  teachers,  and  elementary  school 
principals. 

In  my  judgment,  the  question  of  salaries  paid  to  all  grades  of 
teachers  is  entirely  one  of  the  quality  of  service  expected.  A  high 
quality  of  service  demands  properly  prepared  teachers,  growing 
teachers,  persons  who  have  selected  the  vocation  of  teaching  for  the 
purpose  of  making  it  their  life  work.  An  illy  prepared  public  ser- 
vant, one  who  is  willing  to  drift,  and  one  who  is  inclined  to  use  the 
high  calling  of  teaching  simply  as  a  stepping-stone,  is  expensive 
whatever  the  salary  is  that  is  paid  him. 

The  teacher  is  pre-eminently  a  public  servant.  He  represents  the 
State  in  its  attempt  to  mold  the  citizenship  of  the  future.  His  atti- 
tude must  be  impartial  and  non-partisan  from  every  point  of  view, 
if  the  highest  service  is  to  be  given.  When  such  persons  are  found, 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  community  to  encourage  them  in  their  endeavor 
to  make  them  increasingly  bappy  in  their  work,  and  to  assure  them 
of  permanency  in  their  life's  vocation.  The  teacher  is  exceedingly 
human,  and  is  entitled  to  a  living  wage,  such  a  wage  as  will  obviate 
the  necessity  of  his  looking  to  other  fields  of  endeavor  to  supply  his 
physical,  social,  and  spiritual  wants. 

The  strongest  feature  in  the  new  salary  schedule  is  that  of  in- 
creases in  salary  being  determined  by  merit  and  experience,  with  the 
emphasis  on  the  former.  It  seems  to  me  that  any  salary  schedule 
that  does  not  emphasize  the  element  of  merit  is  vicious  and  defeats 
the  very  purpose  it  is  intended  to  accomplish. 

The  following  rules  and  regulations  explain  in  detail  the  method 
of  operating  the  new  salary  schedule  recently  adopted  by  the  Board 
of  Education: 

The  salary  paid  teachers  shall  be  based  upon  the  schedule  accord- 
ing to  the  length  and  character  of  experience  and  efficiency  in  school 
work. 

No  teacher  shall  be  advanced  in  salary  after  he  or  she  has  ceased 
to  advance  in  efficiency. 
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Superior  scholastic  attainments,  growth  in  scholarship,  growth  in 
teaching  ability,  tact  in  managing  a  school,  personal  qualities,  moral 
character,  devotion,  industry,  and  professional  zeal  are  the  main 
elements  considered  in  determining  a  teacher's  claims-  to  promotion 
in  rank  and  salary. 

The  superintendent  of  schools  may  require  such  study  in  the  pro- 
fessional and  academic  subjects  as,  in  his  judgment,  would  serve  to 
improve  the  professional  and  academic  qualifications  of  a  teacher. 

All  reelected  teachers,  whose  work  has  been  recommended  by  the 
superintendent  of  schools  as  satisfactory,  shall  be  advanced  year 
by  year  according  to  the  schedule  until  the  maximum  salary  has 
been  reached. 

The  rating  of  high  school  teachers  shall  be  determined  by  the  joint 
recommendation  of  the  superintendent  of  schools  and  the  principal 
of  the  high  school  concerned. 

The  rating  of  kindergarten  teachers  shall  be  determined  by  the 
joint  recommendation  of  the  superintendent  of  schools  and  the 
supervisor  of  kindergartens. 

No  teacher  in  the  grade  schools  or  in  the  kindergartens,  who  has 
had  less  than  two  full  years  of  satisfactory  experience  shall  be  en- 
titled to  more  than  the  minimum  salary. 

No  salaries  shall  be  lowered  on  account  of  the  adoption  of  this 
schedule. 

Yr. 

Min.  Inc.  Max. 

Grades  1  to  7  inclusive  and  kindergartners $.100  $50  $750 

Grade  8,    750  30  900 

Ungraded,     750  30  900 

Teaching  principals,  fewer  than  4  teachers, 750  30  900 

Teaching  principals,    4-7  teachers,   inc.,    800  40  1,000 

Principals,     8-11  teachers  inclusive 1.000  40  1,200 

Principals,   12-15  teachers    inclusive,     1,200  40  1,400 

Principals,   16-19   teachers   inclusive,    1,300  40  1,500 

Principals,  20  teachers  or  more,   1,400  40  1,600 

Through  the  co-operation  of  all  the  teachers  in  the  service,  the 
supervisors,  and  the  Board  of  Education,  the  schools  of  Scranton, 
during  the  last  year,  have  rendered  conscientious  and  efficient  service 
to  the  community. 


SHAMOKIN— Joseph  Howerth. 


I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  Shamokin  public 
schools  for  the  year  1914-1915: 

There  has  been  a  substantial  improvement  in  the  schools  along  all 
lines.  Ninety-seven  per  cent,  of  the  pupils  were  promoted  at  the 
end  of  the  year, — an  increase  of  one  per  cent,  over  last  year.     The 
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percentage  of  attendance  is  one-half  per  cent,  higher  than  last  year. 
These  conditions  are  due  very  largely  to  the  medical  inspection  of 
the  pupils  and  the  efficient  service  of  the  attendance  officer. 

The  teachers  have  been  faithful,  loyal,  and  efficient.  About  one 
year  ago  the  Palmer  Method  of  Writing  was  adopted  for  our  schools. 
In  the  contract  the  Palmer  Company  agreed  to  give  instruction  free 
of  charge  to  all  our  teachers.  As  a  result  sixty-three  of  the  teachers 
in  the  grade  schools  completed  the  course  and  have  been  awarded 
the  Palmer  diploma  for  proficiency  in  that  method.  The  work  of  the 
teachers  is  reflected  in  the  work  of  the  pupils. 

The  evening  vocational  schools  were  conducted  during  the  past 
year  with  considerable  success.  There  was  a  total  enrollment  of 
796  men  and  women.  Courses  were  given  in  mining,  sewing,  nursing 
and  home  sanitation,  English  mathematics,  bookkeeping,  shorthand, 
typewriting.  The  students  who  attended  regularly  and  made  an 
honest  effort  to  get  something  in  the  way  of  an  education  succeeded 
beyond  our  expectations. 

The  matter  of  the  continuation  schools  to  meet  the  provisions  of 
the  child  labor  law  will  require  considerable  attention  during  the 
year.  There  are  at  present  about  six  hundred  children  in  this  dis- 
trict between  the  ages  of  fourteen  and  sixteen  who  are  employed.  It 
is  probable  that  about  forty  per  cent,  of  these  will  give  up  their  em- 
ployment and  return  to  the  regular  day  school.  It  will  be  necessary 
to  provide  school  facilities  for  the  remaining  sixty  per  cent,  for  a 
period  of  eight  hours  per  week.  We  are  making  preparations  to  meet 
these   conditions. 

We  have  just  about  completed  a  new  high  school  building  at  a 
total  cost  including  furniture  and  equipment,  of  $1 70,000.00.  The 
building  is  150  feet  by  134  feet  and  four  stories  high.  The  exterior 
is  of  tapestry  brick  and  Ohio  sand  stone.  It  contains  an  auditorium 
which  will  seat  1,000,  a  gymnasium,  locker  rooms,  shower  baths, 
domestic  science  rooms,  manual  training  rooms,  administration  of- 
fices, commercial  rooms,  drawing  rooms,  lecture  room,  chemical 
laboratory,  physical  laboratory,  biological  laboratory,  study  halls, 
toilet  rooms  on  each  floor,  rest  rooms,  and  26  class  rooms.  Courses 
in  domestic  science,  manual  training,  and  mechanical  drawing  will 
be  introduced  next  year  and  every  facility  will  be  provided  to  meet 
the  growing  needs  of  this  community. 

In  closing  I  can  not  speak  strongly  enough  of  the  cordial  support 
I  have  enjoyed  from  all  the  forces  working  in  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion. This  has  been  a  very  busy  year,  yet  it  has  been  a  pleasant  year 
and  much  good  has  been  accomplished  for  the  welfare  of  the  chil- 
dren of  this   community. 
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SHARON— W.  D.  Gamble. 


Without  any  special  surveys,  other  than  those  made  by  the  Board 
of  Education  and  the  superintendent,  the  Sharon  schools  have 
rounded  out  another  year.  Nothing  sensational  has  been  attempted. 
The  records  show  a  total  enrollment  of  3,284,  an  increase  of  160  over 
the  previous  year.  Of  this  increase  78  was  in  the  high  school.  The 
teaching  force  was  increased  by  five;  two  in  the  high  school  and 
three  in  the  grades.  The  average  number  of  pupils  to  a  teacher  in 
the  grades  was  42;  in  the  high  school,  28.  A  fraction  over  93  per 
cent,  of  the  number  of  pupils  in  the  grades  at  the  end  of  the  year 
were  promoted.  The  largest  percentage  of  failures  was  in  the  fourth 
and  the  sixth  grades,  the  smallest  percentage  in  the  first  and  seventh 
grades.  The  percentage  of  failures  in  grades  three,  four,  five  and 
six  was  about  one  and  seven  tenths  times  the  percentage  in  grades 
one,  two,  seven  and  eight. 

In  making  our  promotions  in  the  grades  a  number  of  different  fac- 
tors are  considered.  The  judgment  of  the  teacher,  the  principal  and 
the  superintendent  enters  into  the  matter.  The  daily  work  and  the 
results  of  the  superintendent's  tests  are  considered,  the  emphasis 
being  placed  upon  the  daily  work.  The  effort  and  the  age  of  the 
pupil  are  looked  into  and  in  the  last  analysis  careful  thought  is 
given  to  the  question  as  to  what  will  be  best  for  the  boy  or  the  girl 
whose  case  is  being  considered.  We  have  no  patience  with  the  idea 
that  every  boy  and  girl  must  conform  to  the  same  fixed  standard  and 
that  each  must  be  measured  with  the  same  intellectual  yard  stick. 
We  are  doing  what  we  can  to  encourage  the  unusually  bright  pupil 
to  finish  the  course  in  less  than  eight  years  and  a  number  do  this. 
We  believe  that  the  wide-awake,  bright  boy  or  girl  merits  at  least  as 
careful  consideration  as  does  the  one  who  is  backward  or  mentally 
deficient. 

The  work  in  the  manual  training  and  the  domestic  science  de- 
partments was  unusually  good.  Tn  the  former  some  very  fine  chairs, 
tables,  china  closets  and  tabourets  were  made.  The  display  of  gar- 
ments in  the  sewing  department  elicited  much  favorable  comment 
from  a  large  crowd  of  visitors  on  patron's  day.  The  display  of 
drawings  and  the  penmanship  in  the  different  ward  buildings  on  this 
day  was  the  best  we  have  ever  had. 

More  attention  was  given  to  physical  education  than  ever  before. 
Under  the  direction  of  Mr.  O.  C.  Cutts,  superintendent  of  the  F.  H. 
Buhl  Club,  and  E.  E.  Anderson,  Esq.,  a  school  boys'  athletic  league 
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was  formed  in  tlie  ward  schools.  There  were  contests  in  foot  ball 
and  base  ball  between  teams  representing  the  different  schools  and 
on  the  day  after  the  close  of  school  a  field  meet  was  held  in  which 
both  boys  and  girls  from  the  various  grades  competed.  Inter  class 
athletics  were  featured  during  the  year  and  regular  physical  drill 
was  given  to  a  part  of  the  high  school  under  the  direction  of  the 
physical  directors  of  the  Buhl  Club.  The  generosity  of  Mr.  F.  II. 
Buhl  in  equipping  a  large  playground  with  an  abundance  of  the 
latest  and  best  play  apparatus  will  add  much  to  the  enjoyment  of 
the  children  during  the  summer  vacation.  Several  acres  of  Buhl 
Farm,  which  is  within  convenient  distance  of  the  city,  have  been 
turned  over  to  the  free  use  of  the  children  and  hundreds  will  pro- 
fit in  health  and  happiness  as  a  result. 

In  an  endeavor  to  have  the  teachers  lay  special  strees  upon  what  we 
deem  to  be  the  essentials  in  the  different  subjects  taught  we  have  pre- 
pared outlines  for  the  teachers  in  some  of  the  subjects  and  hope  to  do 
the  same  with  others.  We  expect  next  year  to  eliminate  such  words 
in  spelling  as  may  be  dropped  without  material  loss  to  the  pupils. 
We  are  in  accord  with  the  idea  that  the  vocabulary  which  the  pupil 
uses  in  writing  need  not  be  so  large  as  that  used  in  oral  discourse. 
We  have  endeavored  to  emphasize  during  the  year  the  training  of 
the  children  to  be  efficient  silent  readers  as  well  as  good  oral  readers. 

At  our  annual  Teachers'  Institute  we  had  two  instructors  where 
before  we  have  had  three.  We  like  it  better.  Four  addresses  a  day 
furnish  the  teachers  with  an  abundance  of  intellectual  food.  Dr. 
E.  B.  Bryan  and  Dr.  R.  B.  Teitrick  gave  us  splendid  service. 

The  teachers  labored  earnestly  and  enthusiastically  during  the 
year.  We  had  good  team  work  and  all  pulled  together  to  secure  the 
best  results  possible.  The  Board  of  Education  willingly  did  its  share 
and  the  year's  work  on  the  whole  has  been  satisfactory.  We  ack- 
nowledge with  gratitude  the  helpful  suggestions  of  the  State  Depart- 
ment and  of  the  National  Bureau  of  Education. 


SHENANDOAH— J.  W.  Cooper. 


Our  schools  did  not  close  till  June  11th  and  the  grammar  and 
high  school  commencements  were  held  during  the  next  week.  The 
results  of  the  year's  work  were,  in  general,  quite  satisfactory.  The 
lengthening  of  the  recitation  periods  in  the  high  school  to  45  minutes 
each  seemed  to  give  more  satisfactory  work  and  a  little  better  re- 
sults.    The  work  in  our  high  school  has,  for  years,  been  good,  but 
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we  feel  that  it  was,  with  the  extended  period  of  recitation,  a  little 
nearer  what  a  high  school  standard  should  be.  In  this  school  about 
$600.00  was  spent  on  chemical  apparatus. 

The  work  of  the  teachers  and  pupils  below  the  high  school  was 
done  with  \  im  and  energy  which  lead  to  success,  the  teachers  show- 
ing that  educational  spirit  so  essential  to  success,  and  the  pupils  dis- 
playing a  will  and  that  desire  for  knowledge  which  help  along  the 
road  to  success.  No  material  changes  were  made  in  our  course  of 
study  during  the  year.  Only  such  changes  in  our  methods  of  instruc- 
tion as  the  new  ideas  in  education  and  as  educational  growth  and 
progress  demanded,  were  made.  Our  high  school  and  grammar 
school  grades  increased  largely  in  number  but  the  primary  and  inter- 
mediate grades  about  held  their  own.  By  the  uew  law  which  forces 
children  to  remain  in  school  till  they  have  completed  the  sixth  grade 
work,  coming  into  effect,  this  district  and  its  board  of  directors  will 
be  taxed  to  its  utmost  to  get  ready  to  enforce  the  same  next  January. 

The  board  has  pushed  along  this  line  of  work  dining  the  past  year 
with  considerable  energy.  It  spent  over  $13,000.00  for  the  erection 
of  a  two  room  addition  to  one  of  the  buildings,  remodelling  of  other 
buildings,  and  placing  the  remaining  exposed  toilets  in  the  buildings 
or  in  the  basement  of  the  same.  It  also  purchased  a  plot  of  ground  at 
the  cost  of  $31,000.00.  Upon  this  plot,  in  the  near  future,  this  bor- 
ough expects  to  have  erected  a  new  modern  high  school.  The  archi- 
tect has  been  selected  and  work  will  begin  in  a  few  weeks. 

The  Library  Trustees  spent  about  $875.00  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  Library,  the  purchase  of  newT  books,  and  for  the  repair  of  old 
books. 


STEELTON— L.  E.  McGinnes. 


Along  with  many  other  superintendents  I  feel  myself  under  re- 
newed obligations  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  sug- 
gesting a  line  of  subjects  from  which  to  select  items  for  the  annual 
report.  I  also  wish  to  express  my  hearty  approval  of  the  steps  that 
have  been  taken  in  the  direction  of  securing  more  up-to-date  statis- 
tics of  the  schools  of  the  state.  In  this  brief  report  I  shall  confine 
myself  to  but  one  of  the  subjects  suggested  by  the  Department,  that 
of. 

Material  Improvements. 

I  do  this  for  the  reason  that  with  us  the  year  has  been  one  of 
unusual  activity  along  this  line.  One  of  the  most  important  im- 
provements made  was  that  of  the  erection  of  a  new  building  in  the 
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third  ward.  The  accommodations  in  that  sub-district  had  become  in- 
adequate and  to  say  the  least  were  far  below  the  standard  of  equip- 
ment in  the  other  wards  of  the  borough.  While  the  new  building  is 
not  elaborate  in  design,  it  is  a  neat,  substantial,  six  room  building 
with  all  the  necessary  modern  appliances.  In  addition  to  the  six 
class  rooms  and  the  principal's  office  it  is  provided  with  special 
rooms  for  sewing  and  domestic  science  for  the  girls  and  for  certain 
phases  of  manual  training  for  the  boys.  A  unique  feature  of  the 
building  is  the  provision  that  has  been  made  for  using  it  as  a  social 
center  for  the  adult  population  of  the  locality.  To  this  end,  several 
of  the  rooms  are  separated  by  movable  partitions.  This  arrange- 
ment provides  a  comfortable  and  convenient  auditorium  in  which  to 
hold  entertainments,  Parent-Teachers'  Meetings,  etc.  The  building- 
was  erected  by  Berry,  Goodwin  &  Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  the  contract 
price  being  $20,794.  The  total  cost  including  heating,  lighting, 
plumbing  and  furnishing  was  a  little  over  $27,000.  0.  Howard  Lloyd 
of  Harrisburg  was  the  architect.  The  building  was  dedicated  with 
appropriate  ceremonies  on  Friday,  January  8,  1915,  at  which  time 
the  chief  addresses  were  made  by  Ex-County  Superintendent  P.  M. 
McNeal,  now  of  the  State  School  Department  and  Rev.  Leonard  Z. 
Johnson  of  Baltimore,  Maryland  who  was  at  one  time  a  teacher  in 
the  school.  On  this  occasion  flags,  both  national  and  state  were  pre- 
sented to  the  school  by  Washington  Camp  102,  P.  O.  S.  of  A.  Steel- 
ton  can  now  truthfully  claim  that  as  far  as  its  schools  are  concerned 
:«11  of  its  children  are  well  housed. 

Another  important  improvement  was  brought  about  as  the  result 
of  the  over-crowded  condition  of  the  commercial  department  of  the 
high  school.  Additional  room  had  to  be  provided  somewhere  and 
"Necessity  is  the  mother  of  invention."  The  board  decided  to  utilize 
a  portion  of  the  space  occupied  by  the  large  stage  of  the  high  school 
auditorium.  To  accomplish  this,  the  position  of  the  stage  was 
changed  and  the  space  vacated,  converted  into  two,  well  lighted,  com- 
modious class  rooms.  The  problem  was  solved  at  a  minimum  of 
cost  with  but  little  diminution  of  the  seating  capacity  of  the  audi- 
torium and  with  a  marked  improvement  in  its  acoustics. 

Considerable  was  done  during  the  year  to  improve  physical  con- 
ditions. The  practice  of  providing  convenient  and  comfortable  rest 
rooms  for  teachers  and  for  pupils  that  are  taken  suddenly  ill  was  not 
overlooked  in  the  construction  of  the  new  building.  Booms  of  a 
similar  character  were  fitted  up  in  several  of  the  older  buildings 
where  no  such  provision  was  made  originally.  Another  practice  of 
each  year,  thoroughly  renovating  and  repainting  at  least  one  of  the 
buildings  was  continued.  This  year  it  fell  to  the  lot  of  the  Major 
Luther  S.  Bent  school  and  the  high  school  auditorium  to  receive  such 
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treatment.  The  scheme  of  a  natural  terrace,  covered  with  honey 
suckle  vines,  around  the  high  school  campus  was  all  right  for  a  time, 
but  eventually  the  pressure  of  earth  caused  it  to  give  way.  This 
necessitated  the  erection  of  a  substantial  retaining  wall,  at  consider- 
able expense,  along  the  east  side  of  the  plot.  At  the  time  this  was 
done  granolithic  steps  and  walks  were  laid  and  additional  shrubbery 
planted.  As  a  result  the  campus  as  a  whole  presents  a  fine  appear- 
ance and  is  in  keeping  with  the  thought  of  the  Code  Commission 
when  it  placed  upon  the  statute  books  the  demaud  that  directors 
shall  put  the  grounds  about  every  school  building  in  a  neat,  proper 
and  sanitary  condition. 

Believing  that  efficient  school  work  is  impossible  without  the 
necessary  appliances,  the  policy  of  our  board  is  to  provide  liberally 
but  not  extravagantly  whatever  is  needed.  As  a  rule  the  teachers  are 
not  handicapped  on  account  of  lack  of  tools.  In  the  last  year  several 
new  typewriting  machines  were  added  to  the  commercial  department 
of  the  high  school  making  the  total  number  twenty -four.  To  give 
students  as  broad  an  experience  as  possible,  three  different  makes  of 
machines  were  purchased. 

The  introduction  of  sewing  into  the  grades  made  it  necessary  to 
provide  appliances  adapted  to  that  character  of  work.  Accordingly 
the  board  had  small  tables  made,  sufficiently  large  to  accommodate 
groups  of  from  six  to  eight  girls.  Several  of  these  tables  were  placed 
in  each  of  the  buildings  in  which  these  groups  were  formed. 

Another  much  needed  appliance  was  installed  in  the  high  school 
in  the  way  of  an  electric  program  clock.  This  has  made  it  possible 
to  regulate  the  time  of  the  classes  with  greater  system  and  it  has 
provided  a  convenient  and  safe  signal  for  the  fire  drills  of  two  of  our 
buildings. 

The  space  alotted  to  this  report  is  now  exhausted  and  strange  as 
it  may  seem  no  mention  has  been  made  of  the  work  of  the  teachers. 
It  is  needless  for  me  to  say  that  with  such  house  keeping  on  the  part 
of  the  directors,  the  teachers  have  done  their  part  with  a  corres- 
ponding faithfulness  and  with  much  enthusiasm.  The  first  subject 
suggested  by  the  Department,  namely  The  Advancement  and  Pro- 
fessional Growth  of  Teachers  is  after  all  the  most  vital  one  and 
were  space  to  permit,  it  would  afford  me  pleasure  to  apply  it  to 
our  local  corps  of  teachers.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  as  a  rule,  our 
teachers  have  the  true  professional  spirit  and  the  corresponding 
ambition  that  goes  with  it  for  genuine  professional  growth. 
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SUNBURY— 1.  C.  M.  Ellenberger. 


The  work  of  "the  schools  during  the  past  year  was  commendable. 
There  was  quite  an  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils  over  that  of  the 
preceding  year.  Twenty-nine  hundred  thirty  pupils  were  enrolled 
during  the  year,  an  increase  of  185  over  the  enrollment  of  the  pre- 
ceding year. 

There  were  enrolled  in  the  high  school  440.  On  June  4th,  72  were 
graduated.  Thirty-five  boys  and  37  girls.  One  gratifying  feature  of 
our  high  school  is  that  almost  an  equal  percentage  of  boys  and  girls 
remain  to  finish  the  full  course.  x\bout  forty  per  cent,  of  the  gradu- 
ating class,  in  the  classical  department,  will  enter  higher  institutions 
of  learning. 

One  hundred  forty  pupils  completed  the  work  of  the  Central  gram- 
mar school  and  were  awarded  certificates  entitling  them  to  admis- 
sion to  the  high  school. 

Effective  teaching  wholly  depends  upon  the  selection  and  retention 
of  the  best  teachers  available.  Teachers  who  are  progressive  and 
who  prepare  themselves  for  better  work  in  their  grade  and  for  ad- 
vanced work  by  private  study  and  by  attending  summer  schools 
should  be  encouraged  by  an  increase  in  salary  and  by  securing  to 
them  advanced  grades  for  which  they  are  prepared.  About  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  of  our  teachers  during  the  summer  vacation  took  special 
courses  of  study  in  advanced  work  at  State  College,  Columbia  Uni- 
versity, and  Cornell  University.  These  teachers  returned  to  their 
work  with  an  enthusiasm  and  confidence  that  was  plainly  notice- 
able. 

Our  schools  are  greatly  crowded.  Several  new  school  buildings 
are  needed  to  accomodate  the  rapidly  increasing  school  population. 

Teacher's  meetings  were  regularly  held  throughout  the  year.  Grade 
meetings  were  held  semi-annually.  We  are  grateful  to  the  State  De- 
partment for  its  courtesies  and  promptness  in  return  on  inquiries. 


SWTSSVALE— C.  C.  Kelso. 


The  school  year  just  closed  has  been  marked  by  several  events  that 
bear  a  permanent  relation  to  our  school  system:  Eirst,  it  was  made 
an  independent  district  by  the  election  of  a  superintendent;  second, 
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a  new  twelve  room  building  erected  at  a  cost  of  approximately  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  was  opeued  for  use  in  September  1914: 
Third,  domestic  science  and  manual  training  were  introduced  as 
regular  branches,  and  suitable  equipment  was  provided  for  carrying 
on  the  work  in  them. 

The  enrollment  for  the  year  in  all  the  schools  increased  ten  per 
cent,  over  that  of  the  preceding  year.  The  enrollment  in  the  high 
school  increased  about  forty  per  cent.,  the  enrollment  in  the  latter  at 
the  close  of  the  term  being  one  hundred  twenty-four.  This  increase 
in  the  high  school  enrollment  is  particularly  gratifying  as  it  is  due 
not  to  a  proportionate  increase  in  the  school  population,  but  to  an 
increase  of  public  confidence  in  the  efficiency  of  the  high  school. 

All  factors  of  the  school  worked  in  harmony,  and  as  a  result  the 
interests  of  the  boys  and  girls,  we  believe,  were  served  and  not  sacri- 
ficed. 

We  believe  that  substantial  progress  was  made  during  the  year  in 
spite  of  the  handicaps  imposed  by  a  change  of  administration  and 
that  the  outlook  for  the  next  term  gives  promise  of  still  better  things. 


TAMAQUA— J.  F.  Derr. 


Another  year  of  successful  school  work  is  closed.  It  affords  me 
pleasure  to  state  that  the  progress  shown  during  the  year  has  been 
most  gratifying.  The  schools  made  commendable  progress  in  all  the 
grades.  There  was  no  friction  in  any  shape  or  form,  that  could  have 
had  a  tendency  to  retard  progress.  This  was  due  in  a  large  measure 
to  the  excellent  professional  spirit  of  our  teaching  force. 

The  commencement  exercises  were  held  on  the  evening  of  June  15, 
in  the  Victoria  Theatre,  when  thirteen  young  women  and  eight 
young  men  were  graduated.  Dr.  Francis  H.  Green  of  the  West 
Chester  State  Normal  School  delivered  the  commencement  address 
in  a  most  materful  manner,  much  appreciated  by  an  audience  of 
more  than  a  thousand  people. 

The  high  school  had  an  enrollment  of  150  students,  eighty-one  boys 
and  sixty-nine  girls,  having  an  attendance  for  the  term  of  ninety- 
eight  per  cent.  Most  excellent  work  was  done  in  the  high  school 
<lming  the  year.  It  is  expected,  that  fully  sixty  students  will  enter 
the  high  school  the  incoming  year. 

The  enrollment  in  our  schools  for  the  year  was  2,199  of  which, 
1,148  were  hoys,  and  1,051  were  girls.     The  enrollment  for  the  last 
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month  was  2,003,  showing  196  withdrawals  for  all  reasons,  a  remark- 
ably low  number.  The  average  daily  attendance  was  1,983  and  the 
percentage  of  attendance  was  ninety-five. 

The  compulsory  attendance  law  was  strictly  enforced  throughout 
the  year.  Every  case  of  suspicious  absence  was  carefully  investigated 
by  the  attendance  officer,  who  immediately  reported  to  the  superin- 
tendent all  information  obtained.  When  no  reasonable  excuse  was 
found  for  absence,  the  officers  was  directed  to  bring  the  pupil  to 
school  at  once.  In  a  few  instances,  parents  deliberately  defying  the 
law  were  arrested  and  a  fine  was  exacted  from  them.  This  had  the 
desired  effect.  More  than  a  thousand  employment  certificates  have 
been  issued  since  January  1,  1910,  the  time  the  Compulsory  Attend- 
ance Law  went  into  effect. 

We  deplore  the  fact  that  so  many  of  our  students  either  have  a 
natural  desire  or  are  compelled  by  force  of  circumstances  to  leave 
school  and  go  to  work  as  soon  as  they  reach  the  age  of  fourteen.  Our 
experience  has  been  that  many  boys  and  girls  leave  school  just  about 
the  time  when  they  are  ready  to  enter  high  school. 

Careful  observation  of  the  school  room  work,  together  with  tests 
that  were  made,  leads  to  the  conclusion  that  the  work  of  the  past 
year  was  work  well  done.  The  percentage  of  promotions  from  grade 
to  grade  was  hardly  higher  than  usual;  but  as  a  rule,  the  pupils  that 
were  promoted,  were,  I  am  sure,  a  little  better  prepared  to  take  up 
the  work  of  the  next  grade  than  the  pupils  in  preceding  years.  There 
were  some  failures  of  promotions  all  along  the  line,  it  is  true;  but 
this  is  bound  to  happen.  The  school  must  be  held  responsible  for 
the  sympathetic,  intelligent  direction  of  the  activities  of  the  children; 
but  it  can  not  be  held  responsible  for  the  lack  of  native  ability. 

Of  the  forty-six  teachers  employed  during  the  term,  three  hold  col- 
lege diplomas,  one  a  normal  and  a  college  diploma,  twenty-five  nor- 
mal diplomas,  nine  permanent  certificates,  five  professional  certi- 
ficates and  three  provisional  certificates. 

Three  regular  teachers  were  added  to  the  corps  during  the  year, 
two  to  the  grades  and  one  to  the  high  school. 

Every  teacher  except  one  attended  the  County  Institute  and  every 
teacher  was  enrolled  in  the  State  Educational  Association. 

Two  new  four  room  buildings,  each  costing  |15,000  and  equipment 
$1,600  were  erected  during  the  year.  Possession  was  taken  of  one  of 
these  buildings  in  January  and  of  the  other  in  April.  The  erection 
of  these  buildings  fills  a  long-felt  want.  The  Board  of  Education  is 
ever  ready  to  respond  to  any  demands  that  are  for  the  uplift  of  the 
schools. 

During  the  present  administration,  which  extends  over  a  period  of 
seven  years,  many  changes  have  taken  place  and  much  has  been  ac- 
complished.   There  has  been  an  increase  of  six  hundred  in  the  school 
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enrollment.  The  high  school  building  has  been  considerably  en- 
larged, two  new  buildings  have  been  erected,  fourteen  regular 
teachers,  three  to  the  high  school  and  eleven  to  the  grades,  have  been 
added. 

I  am  grateful  to  the  teachers  for  their  faithful  and  untiring  efforts 
in  their  work,  to  the  Board  of  Education  for  the  splendid  endeavor 
manifested  at  all  times,  to  the  community  for  hearty  co-operation 
and  support.  All  these  are  factors  necessary  to  maintain  and  im- 
prove the  standard  of  efficient  service,  which  the  schools  are  trying 
to  render  to  the  coming  generation. 

We  express  our  gratitude  to  the  State  Department  for  many  kind 
considerations  accorded  us  during  the  year. 


TARENTUM— A.  B.  Endsley. 


Our  school  year  closed  the  last  of  May,  with  a  class  of  18  boys  and 
25  girls  graduating  from  the  high  school.  Several  of  these  were  in 
the  commercial  department  and  went  immediately  from  high  school 
into  positions  in  the  commercial  world.  Why  should  the  commer- 
cial department  of  a  good  high  school  not  be  recognized  as  a  voca- 
tional school  on  the  same  plane  as  the  agricultural,  the  industrial, 
and  the  household  arts  departments? 

We  are  making  an  earnest  effort  to  secure  the  best-fitted  teachers, 
both  in  scholarship  and  in  professional  ability,  that  our  salary 
schedule  will  permit.  The  teacher  with  only  an  elementary  certi- 
ficate is  gradually  being  eliminated  from  our  elementary  schools. 
Those  who  have  been  holding  this  grade  of  certificate  are  being  re- 
quired to  secure  at  least  two  credits  in  Methods  of  Teaching  from 
some  summer  school  approved  by  the  superintendent,  in  addition 
to  the  code  requirements,  before  a  professional  certificate  will  be 
granted.  The  recommendation  of  the  State  superintendent  that 
high  school  graduates  be  not  examined  for  provisional  certificates 
in  Allegheny  county  without  at  least  one  year's  professional  train- 
ing beyond  the  high  school  course,  has  induced  many  of  our  strongest 
girl  graduates  to  enter  the  normal  schools  in  order  to  prepare  them- 
selves properly  for  teaching. 

Our  enrollment  of  1.250  pupils  in  the  grades  is  not  so  large  but 
that  I  lie  superintendent  may  know,  in  a  measure,  what  the  ability 
and  the  needs  of  the  individual  pupil  are.  We  have  a  rule  that  bases 
promotion,  three-fourths  on  the  teacher's  record  of  the  pupil's  class 
room  work,  and  one-fourth  on  the  semi-annual  examination.     Pupils 
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who  do  not  make  the  required  passing  grade  are  considered  individu- 
ally by  the  teacher  and  the  superintendent  together.  No  pupil  is 
kept  back  if  an  experienced  teacher  believes  he  has  the  ability  to  do 
the  work  of  the  next  higher  grade,  no  matter  what  his  percentage 
may  be.  If  a  pupil  has  natural  ability,  yet  shows  a  strong  inclina- 
tion not  to  do  his  best  under  a  certain  teacher,  it  is  strongly  to  the 
interest  of  both  teacher  and  pupil  that  this  pupil  be  advanced  to  an- 
other teacher. 

We  aim  to  have  every  pupil  enter  the  sixth  grade  by  the  time  he  is 
thirteen  years  old  unless  he  is  markedly  deficient  mentally.  Often- 
times these  slower  pupils  who  have  been  forced  along  on  account  of 
age  do  better  work  in  the  sixth  grade  than  their  classmates  who  have 
never  had  any  difficulty  in  intermediate  grades.  The  fourteen-year 
old  boy  or  girl  who  is  not  qualified  to  go  on  with  his  classmates  to 
the  seventh  grade  is  surely  not  qualified  to  go  out  into  the  world  to 
take  upon  himself  or  herself  the  full  duties  and  responsibilities  of 
citizenship.  A  saving  clause  in  our  promotion  rules  given  the  super- 
intendent authority  to  promote  any  pupil  at  any  time  he  deems  it 
wise,  and  that  authority  is  fully  exercised. 

Three  years  ago  the  school  district  of  Tarentum  desired  to  replace 
its  old  first  ward  building  with  a  larger,  modern  building.  The  dis- 
trict then  owned  two  tracts  of  land  with  an  infrequently-traveled 
street  between  them.  The  school  board  asked  the  borough  council  to 
vacate  this  street  between  the  two  properties,  and  council  did  so. 
The  school  district  then  took  possession  of  the  vacated  street,  thus 
doubling  the  site  on  which  to  erect  the  new  building.  A  suit  was 
brought  by  a  nearby  property  owner  to  enjoin  the  closing  of  the 
street.  After  two  years  a  decision  was  won  by  the  school  district, 
and  the  new  building  will  center  directly  on  the  vacated  street. 

A  22-room  school  building  for  tbe  lower  grades  and  a  central  gram- 
mar school  is  now  in  course  of  erection,  to  cost  about  $120,000  when 
fully  completed.  The  grammar  school  will  be  organized  on  the  de- 
partmental plan,  and  with  adequate  facilities  in  the  building  for 
manual  training,  domestic  science,  and  physical  training,  our  pupils 
will  have  better  school  opportunities  than  ever  before. 


TAYLOR— Wm.  S.  Robinson. 


The  total  enrollment  in  the  day  scho'ol  during  the  year  ending 
June'15,  1915,  was  888  boys  and  934  girls.  In  addition  to  this  num- 
ber 320  students  were  enrolled  in  the  evening  schools. 
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Eighty  boys  and  men  took  up  the  work  of  the  evening  vocational 
course  in  mining.  This  course  was  given  for  the  first  time  during  the 
past  year  and  proved  to  be  very  successful.  Indications  are  that  the 
enrollment  will  be  larger  next  year.  At  the  end  of  the  term  every 
man  who  had  completed  the  course  in  mining  successfully  passed  the 
examination  of  the  Mine  Examining  Board. 

The  progress  of  the  schools  during  the  past  year  has  been  very 
satisfactory.  No  marked  changes  in  organization  or  method  were 
made.  It  is  our  aim  to  keep  up  with  the  times  but  not  to  lessen  the 
efficiency  of  our  schools  by  experiment.  We  emphasized  writing  con- 
siderably and  secured  very  encouraging  results.  The  pupils  of  the 
first  grade  did  excellent  work  in  muscular  movement  writing  and 
those  of  higher  grades  progressed  in  a  very  creditable  manner.  Many 
students  have  secured  final  certificates  for  completing  the  work  of 
the  Palmer  Manual. 

The  constantly  increasing  percentage  of  our  graduates  who  go  to 
higher  institutions  of  learning  is  one  of  the  encouraging  features  of 
our  work.  Fully  seventy-five  per  cent,  of  the  graduates  of  the  aca- 
demic course  this  year  have  declared  their  intention  to  enter  college 
or  normal  school. 

The  heating  system  of  the  high  school  was  thoroughly  repaired 
and  improved  last  year.  Direct  radiation  was  placed  in  each  of  the 
rooms  to  assist  the  indirect.  Steam  heat  was  installed  in  one  small 
building  and  plans  are  being  made  to  install  it  in  two  more  this 
summer.  The  board  is  also  building  four  new  rooms  this  summer. 
When  completed  these  additional  rooms  will  greatly  relieve  crowded 
conditions. 

In  closing  I  wish  to  thank  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction 
for  its  co-operation  and  assistance  during  the  past  year. 


THROOP— John  J.  O'Hara. 


Our  schools  have  done  stead}7  work  during  the  past  year.  The 
teachers  have  worked  faithfully  and  earnestly  to  the  end  that  the 
children  of  the  district  might  secure  for  themselves  the  greatest  de- 
velopment in  the  short  time  they  remain  in  school  in  our  community. 

The  attendance  has  improved  considerably  during  the  past  year. 
The  condition  of  our  streets  makes  traveling  to  and  from  the  schools 
very  disagreeable  and  during  certain  seasons  the  attendance  in  our 
primary  and  intermediate  grades   is  greatly  diminished. 
23 
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Our  enrollment  increased  during  the  year  162  pupils  and  to  care 
for  this  increased  attendance  three  teachers  were  employed.  The 
erection  of  an  addition  of  four  rooms  to  one  of  our  buildings  pro- 
vided ample  room.  This  is  the  best  building  in  our  district,  being 
well  lighted,  heated  and  ventilated.     It  cost  about  $25,000. 

A  supervisor  of  drawing  was  engaged  and  splendid  results  ac- 
complished. The  interest  of  the  pupils  in  this  work  has,  I  believe, 
added  milch  to  the  work  of  the  schools  in  general. 

There  were  eight  graduates  from  our  high  school  and  sixteen 
from  the  grammar  school.  Six  of  our  high  school  graduates  are 
now  in  normal  schools  or  in  first  class  high  schools. 


TITUSVILLE— Henrv  Pease. 


The  schools  of  Titusville  have  been  doing  steady  work  the  past 
year  without  any  unusual  developments.  The  registration  has  shown 
a  better  per  cent,  of  pupils  of  school  age,  as  less  children  between 
fourteen  and  sixteen  have  been  employed  during  the  dull  times 
which  are  with  us.  In  fact,  there  seems  to  be  genuine  gain  in  the 
registration  between  fourteen  and  sixteen.  With  the  added  safety 
placed  around  employment  by  the  new  child  labor  law,  we  hope  to 
see  almost  a  hundred  per  cent,  of  registration  of  this  class  of 
pupils. 

In  the  high  school  two  facts  may  be  of  interest.  First,  in  spite 
of  additional  courses  along  the  line  of  vocational  and  practical 
work,  there  is  a  decided  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils  taking  for- 
eign languages  at  their  own  option  and  at  the  desire  of  their  par- 
ents. This  is  particularly  true  with  reference  to  Latin.  We  had 
expected  that  there  would  be  a  decided  drop  in  the  Latin  and  Ger- 
man work  with  the  introduction  of  commercial  and  household  arts 
courses.  But  the  exact  opposite  has  been  the  case.  It  will  be  a 
matter  of  interest  to  watch  this  tendency  in  the  light  of  present 
educational  tendencies  and  educational  emphaces.  The  second  fact 
in  the  high  school  to  attract  our  attention  is  a  growing  desire  for  a 
longer  school  day  and  the  elimination  of  most  of  the  requirements 
for  home  study.  We  have  tried  reducing  the  number  of  recitations 
per  week  in  some  of  the  first  year  classes,  thereby  giving  the  teacher 
time  to  give  personal  supervision  to  the  study  of  the  classes.  The 
results  are  yet  uncertain,  but  we  all  feel  that  time  must  be  provided 
for  the  average  pupil  to  do  more  study  in  the  school  building.  In 
the  grades  of  the  grammar  school  above  fourth  grade,  we  have  al- 
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ready  so  organized  the  work  as  to  give  one-half  of  the  time  of  pu- 
pils in  the  four  upper  grades  to  study.  This  largely  eliminates  home 
study,  except  in  special  cases.  No  plan  will  ever  do  away  with  all 
of  it. 

Our  experience  for  the  past  two  years  with  a  household  arts 
course  of  vocational  training  leads  us  to  believe  that  it  will  develop 
into  a  genuinely  helpful  course  for  those  girls  who  do  not  plan  for 
education  beyond  the  high  school.  The  course  is  still  open  to  re- 
vision in  some  respects.  But  we  hope  to  make  it  attractive  to  girls 
who  are  uncertain  about  attending  hmh  school. 


TYRONE— J.   L.   Gaunt. 


On  submitting  my  first  report  as  superintendent  of  the  schools 
of  Tyrone,  my  highest  privilege  is  to  acknowledge  the  kindness  and 
willing  support  accorded  me  by  the  teaching  force  and  the  com- 
munity. 

Probably  the  most  essential  and  useful  accomplishment  was  the 
standardization  of  records.  No  school  system  can  hope  to  make  in- 
telligent progress  or  accurate  reports  without  necessary  data  so 
collected  as  to  be  available  for  analysis  and  comparison.  We  have 
accordingly  introduced  the  cumulative,  admission,  discharge,  and 
promotion  card  and  its  office  duplicate  for  all  pupils,  and  the  loose- 
leaf  scholarship  record  sheet  in  place  of  the  old  style  register. 

For  the  medical  inspection  record  we  have  introduced  the  cumula- 
tive card  designed  by  Dr.  Eapee  in  his  "School  Health  Administra- 
tion." This  has  supplied  a  distinct  need  for  a  system  which  will 
show  the  results  of  former  inspections,  and  give  information  con- 
cerning correction  of  defects  discovered. 

For  information  concerning  distribution  of  supplies  we  have 
adopted  a  loose-leaf  stock  ledger,  which  shows  the  amount  of  each 
item  requisitioned,  and  the  grade  and  room  to  which  it  was  sent. 
This,  with  a  careful  inventory  at  the  end  of  each  year,  will  give  us 
the  data  to  compute  costs  in  standard  units  for  any  grade  in  the 
elementary  schools,  and  any  branch  in  the  high  school.  The  new 
form  of  annual  district  report  has  greatly  improved  this  method  of 
distributing  all  other  costs. 

The  problem  of  an  adequate,  permanent,  continuing  census  re- 
mains. This  we  hope  to  provide  for  in  the  near  future.  When  this 
is  done  we  believe  the  schools  can  take  care  of  their  records  in  a 
very  satisfactory  manner. 

23—7—1915 
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The  teachers  have  proved  themselves  alert  and  anxious  to  im- 
prove. During  the  year  McMurray's  "Elementary  School  Stand- 
ards" was  carefully  studied.  Meetings  for  this  purpose  were  held 
each  Tuesday  morning  from  7.30  to  8.20.  The  earlier  hour  put  new 
life  into  the  study.  Teachers'  meetings  at  the  end  of  the  day  are 
very  hard  work. 

Demonstration  classes  were  held  at  this  hour.  The  regular  classes 
were  instructed  by  their  regular  teachers,  all  other  teachers  being 
present  in  the  role  of  supervisors.  The  teacher  had  the  set  task 
of  showing  some  method  or  principle  in  actual  practice.  The  teach- 
ers who  witnessed  the  recitation  were  required  to  discover  wherein 
she  succeeded,  and  suggest  how  the  work  might  be  improved.  This 
plan  was  exceedingly  fruitful  in  giving  teachers  the  experimental 
attitude  toward  their  work,  as  well  as  increasing  the  ease  with  which 
they  can  confer  upon  a  piece  of  their  own  work. 

The  course  of  study  in  arithmetic  and  English  for  the  grades  was 
prepared  in  loose-leaf  form,  by  careful  conference  with  teachers  and 
principals.     We  believe  this  form  will  prevent  the  course  from  be-  • 
coming  static,  and  thus  lasting  too  long  before  another  revision.  The 
other  subjects  will  be  revised  as  soon  as  possible. 

Eighteen  teachers  out  of  forty-three  attended  summer  schools  at 
Chicago  University,  Columbia,  Grove  City,  State  College,  University 
of  Pennsylvania,  etc.  This  made  a  definite  showing  in  the  intelli- 
gence and  interest  with  which  the  whole  teaching  force  worked  dur- 
ing the  year. 

In  the  high  school,  woodwork  was  introduced  for  all  boys  in  the 
first  and  second  years.  For  the  coming  year  this  will  be  extended  to 
include  the  eighth  grade  boys. 

The  girls  who  take  cooking  were  given  a  special  course  in  house- 
hold chemistry,  including  simple  chemistry  of  foods  and  dyeing, 
cleaning,  etc. 

The  library  was  made  a  special  feature  in  the  work  of  all  depart- 
ments. We  now  have  about  a  thousand  volumes  of  reference,  fiction, 
history,  science  biography,  etc.,  all  of  which  were  chosen  for  a  spe- 
cific need.  Thirty-one  current  magazines,  weekly  and  monthly,  are 
now  on  file.  In  charge  of  these  is  a  trained  librarian  who  during 
the  coming  year  will  devote  nearly  her  whole  time  to  this  work.  The 
interest  of  pupils  in  this  work  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  library 
is  crowded  to  its  capacity  during  every  period  of  the  day,  as  well  as 
before  and  after  school,  and  frequently  in  the  evening.  The  books 
are  all  catalogued  and  card  indexed  according  to  the  Dewel  decimal 
classification. 

An  evening  school  with  courses  in  bookkeeping,  typewriting,  and 
cooking  was  opened  for  ten  weeks.  The  enrollment  was  fifty-two. 
This  work  is  sadlv  in  need  of  funds.    There  is  almost  no  limit  to  the 
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possibilities  of  an  evening  school  in  Tyrone,  if  funds  are  available 
for  its  operation.  The  work  this  year  was  financed  by  the  payment 
of  a  tuition  fee  on  the  part  of  the  pupils. 

We  have  made  some  attempt  to  loosen  up  the  hard  and  fast  lines 
of  promotion,  by  establishing  two  groups  in  each  grade  in  the  sev- 
eral buildings.  The  brighter  pupils  are  placed  in  one  section,  and 
the  others  in  the  remaining  section.  More  work  will  be  required  of 
the  faster  group. 

Kindergarten  chairs  have  been  introduced  in  the  first  grades. 

Adjustable  seats  have  been  purchased  for  the  first  time. 

The  high  school  building  completed  four  years  ago  is  badly  over- 
crowded. There  are  but  eight  classrooms,  and  the  enrollment  for 
next  year  will  be  320. 

We  are  now  at  work  upon  a  plan  for  an  enlargement  of  the  build- 
ing, which  will  enable  us  to  bring  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  into 
this  building.  Shops  and  kitchens,  sewing  rooms,  gymnasium,  etc., 
will  be  included  so  that  we  can  inaugurate  a  six-year  secondary 
school.    This  we  hope  to  complete  during  the  coming  year. 

The  task  is  a  difficult  one  with  a  tax  rate  of  sixteen  mills  at  pres- 
ent, but  the  school  system  of  the  future  must  take  care  of  the  boys 
and  girls  who  must  enter  early  upon  the  work  of  life. 


UNIONTOWN— F.  W.  Wright. 


The  work  of  the  public  schools  for  the  year  1014-1915  was  char- 
acterized by  distinct  growth.  Not  only  in  professional  zeal  and  in- 
sight was  there  marked  sign  of  improvement,  but  also  in  attendance 
totals  and  averages,  and  in  physical  equipment,  has  distinct  advance 
been  made. 

Possibly  the  most  marked  advance  is  the  completion  of  a  beauti- 
ful, fire-proof  building  for  the  elementary  department.  This  new 
Craig  school  costing  $65,000,  was  occupied  in  September,  1915,  by 
220  pupils.  The  seating  capacity  is  450,  exclusive  of  a  large  audi- 
torium and  four  fine  rooms  in  the  basement  for  manual  and  domes- 
tic arts.  Complete  in  every  detail,  this  building,  which  is  the  last 
word  in  up-to-date  school  architecture  and  equipment,  gives  Union- 
town  one  of  the  finest  elementary  school  buildings  in  the  State. 

Unprecedented  growth  in  the  high  school  department  gave  an  en- 
rollment of  608  for  the  school  year.  A  class  of  ninety-seven  was 
graduated  in  June  by  the  rendition  of  a  most  unique  commencement 
program — an  historical  pageant  in  costume,  in  which  each  member 
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of  the  class  had  a  part.  The  school  paid  for  the  simple,  inexpensive 
costumes,  and  so  removed  the  expense  so  often  connected  with  grad- 
uation. 

In  the  elementary  school  special  attention  was  given  to  retarded 
and  accelerated  pupils.  Two  teachers  gave  a  part  of  their  time  to 
assisting  such  pupils  in  "progress  classes.''  It  is  expected  that  the 
coming  school  year  will  see  the  employment  of  at  least  one  such 
"progress  teacher"  on  full  time.  A  special  room  for  her  work  is 
being  fitted  up  in  each  building. 

The  fifth  session  of  the  city  institute  brought  instruction  from 
such  educators  as  Dr.  William  McAndrew,  associate  superintendent 
of  New  York  City  schools,  Miss  Mae  Schreiber,  of  Boston ;  Dr.  C.  C. 
Miller,  of  Columbus,  Ohio;  Superintendent  W.  E.  Wenner,  of  Ash- 
tabula, Ohio;  Dean  John  H.  Leete,  of  Carnegie  Technical  Schools, 
and  Principal  D.  C.  Rybolt,  of  Akron,  Ohio.  The  work  was  in- 
tensely practical,  and  much  good  resulted. 

An  interesting  administrative  departure  was  the  promotion  to 
high  school  by  subject,  and  the  transfer  of  all  over-age  pupils  to 
classification  in  the  high  school,  with  some  work  to  be  made  up  in 
the  eighth  grade.  This  is  being  written  at  a  time  that  permits  us 
to  state  the  success  of  our  "transfer  class."  Of  twenty-seven  so 
transferred,  twenty-five  returned  to  school,  and  are  now  doing 
creditable  work  in  competition  with  regularly  promoted  freshmen. 

A  study  of  the  age-grade  distribution  for  both  the  elementary  and 
high  school  departments  was  made.  A  summary  of  the  results  is 
included  in  the  hope  that  it  may  have  some  value  for  comparative 
purposes.  Allowing  a  margin  of  one  year — i.  e.,  not  counting  a  child 
over-age  unless  he  is  eight  years  of  age  at  time  of  entrance  to  grade 
one,  nine  years  for  grade  two,  etc.,  we  found  the  following  fairly 
typical,  but  highly  suggestive,  condition  in  the  Uniontown  schools: 


Grade. 

I. 

II. 

III. 

IV. 

V. 

VI. 

VII. 

VIII. 

Total 

429 

84 

19.5 

322 

89 

26.8 

299 

90 

30.1 

253 

73 

28.8 

353 

•169 

47.8 

258 
101 
39.1 

232 

86 

37.0 

214 

96 

Per  cent,    above  normal,    .... 

44.8 

High  School. 


First  Year. 

Second  Tear. 

Third  Year. 

Fourth  Year. 

Total 

225 
112 

49.7 

157 

63 

40.0 

104 

41 

39.4 

24.5 
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The  coming  of  a  new  superintendent  and  high  school  principal 
has  made  the  year  one  of  testing  and  appraising  results.  Already 
plans  are  under  way  for  a  reorganization  of  the  high  school  courses 
in  the  direction  of  a  greater  range  and  flexibility,  and  the  prepara- 
tion of  a  printed  course  of  study  for  both  the  elementary  and  high 
schools. 

Successful  night  schools  for  both  elementary  and  secondary 
branches;  a  patrons'  night  in  the  high  school,  and  a  patrons'  day 
in  the  elementary  school  that  brought  3,000  visitors  into  the  schools; 
the  support  of  a  board  of  directors  with  an  educational  vision;  an 
earnest  teaching  corps;  and  the  helpful  co-operation  of  the  State 
Department  of  Education  are  added  factors  in  enabling  us  to  look 
back  upon  the  year  1914-1915  as  one  of  more  than  ordinary  signifi- 
cance in  the  school  history  of  our  city. 


WARREN— R,  T.  Adams. 


On  the  fourth  of  June  we  completed  another  very  successful  school 
year.  The  2,523  pupils  who  were  in  school  during  the  last  month 
were  distributed  through  the  grades  as  follows: 

141  were  in  the  five  kindergartens,  an  average  of  28  pupils  per 
teacher. 

311  were  in  the  nine  first  grade  schools,  an  average  of  36  pupils 
per  teacher. 

279  were  in  the  eight  second  grade  schools,  an  average  of  33 
pupils  per  teacher. 

288  were  in  the  eight  third  grade  schools,  an  average  of  36  pupils 
per  teacher. 

273  were  in  the  seven  and  one-half  fourth  grades,  an  average  of 
36£  pupils  per  teacher. 

261  were  in  the  seven  and  one-half  fifth  grades,  an  average  of  35 
pupils  per  teacher. 

258  were  in  the  seven  sixth  grade  schools,  an  average  of  37  pupils 
per  teacher. 

194  were  in  the  seven  seventh  grade  schools,  an  average  of  28 
pupils  per  teacher. 

518  were  in  the  high  school  building  taught  by  23  teachers,  an 
average  of  23  pupils  per  teacher. 

67  from  the  sixth,  seventh  and  eighth  grades  were  working. 

50,  20  boys  and  30  girls,  were  graduated  from  the  high  school. 


358  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc 

On  the  7th  of  June  we  opened  a  vacation  school  for  exceptional 
children.  All  children  who  fail  to  reach  75  per  cent,  in  any  of  their 
subjects  between  the  second  and  eighth  grades,  and  all  children 
who  make  an  average  standing  of  DO  per  cent.,  or  above,  in  the 
fourth,  fifth,  sixth  and  seventh  grades  may  enter  this  school.  At- 
tendance is  voluntary.  250  pupils  applied  for  admission.  Last 
year  we  organized  a  similar  school,  and  95  per  cent,  of  those  who 
had  failed  in  some  of  their  subjects  passed  their  grades  and  100 
per  cent,  of  the  strong  pupils,  who  attempted  to  make  up  a  half  year 
passed. 

We  have  five  and  a  half  grades  or  year's  work  in  the  high  school 
building  so  organized  as  to  make  a  single  school.  There  is  no  line 
of  demarkation  between  the  high  school  pupils  and  elementary 
pupils  in  the  building.  Each  year  is  divided  into  two  semesters  and 
each  subject  is  an  independent  unit.  All  teaching  is  done  by  the 
departmental  plan,  and  all  pupils  are  graded  and  promoted  by  sub- 
ject rather  than  by  grade.  The  strong  pupils  may  take  five  or  even 
six  subjects,  while  one  not  so  strong  may  take  three  or  four.  If  a 
pupil  fails  in  a  subject  he  loses  only  the  one  subject  or  one-eighth 
of  the  year's  work.  Ity  this  plan  of  promotion  and  grading  we  have 
eliminated  the  trouble  which  often  arises  when  a  pupil  enters  the 
high  school,  because  he  learns  the  high  school  method  before  taking 
any  high  school  subjects,  and  usually  takes  some  elementary  studies 
at  the  same  time  he  takes  his  first  high  school  studies. 

Over  a  year  ago  we  found  that  we  could  not  accommodate  the 
high  school  and  the  preparatory  high  school  in  the  high  school  build- 
ing, and  finally  decided  to  build  a  two-story  and  basement  addition  of 
66x165  ft.  This  gives  us  two  new  study  halls,  a  new  gymnasium,  a 
new  household  arts  plant,  and  five  additional  school  rooms.  The 
two  old  study  halls  are  being  made  into  four  recitation  rooms  each, 
and  the  old  gymnasium  is  given  over  entirely  to  the  manual  training 
plant  and  a  boys'  locker  room.  The  central  rotunda  of  the  old  high 
school  building  is  being  made  into  an  auditorium  which  will  seat 
upwards  of  700  people.  By  the  first  of  September  we  expect  to  have 
one  of  the  finest  high  schools  in  the  northwestern  part  of  Pennsyl- 
vania outside  of  the  city  of  Erie.  The  manual  training  department, 
the  household  arts  department,  and  the  gymnasium  will  be  fully 
equipped  and  up  to  date,  and  all  of  the  rooms  will  be  adequately 
lighted  and  ventilated.  The  new  addition  will  cost  with  the  equip- 
ment $75,000,  and  the  remodeling  of  the  old  building  and  equipment 
will  cost  about  $30,000. 

The  compulsory  attendance  law  was  as  thoroughly  enforced  as  it 
is  possible  to  enforce  the  law.  We  found  it  necessary  to  arrest  one 
parent  for  not  complying  with  the  law  and  obliged  him  to  pay  the 
usual  fine. 
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For  many  years  Warren  lias  had  a  fine  public  libary  which  now 
contains  about  31,000  volumes.  This  library  is  managed  by  a  board 
of  directors  composed  of  one  representative  of  the  School  Board  and 
eight  other  members  elected  by  the  Libriary  Association  which  is 
composed  of  contributors.  The  library  is  free  and  pupils  are  always 
permitted  to  use  it  either  by  studying  in  it,  or  by  securing  books  to 
take  to  the  school  building  or  their  homes.  Branch  libraries  have 
been  established  in  three  of  our  buildings  which  are  a  distance  from 
the  library.  One  of  the  librarians  goes  to  these  buildings  one  day 
a  week  to  exchange  the  books.  A  new  fire-proof  library  building  is 
now  being  erected  within  a  half  square  of  our  high  school  building. 
The  School  Board  has  agreed  to  contribute  $5,000  a  year  toward  the 
maintenance  of  the  library,  and  the  other  sources  of  income  will 
amount  to  about  $5,000,  so  that  in  about  a  year  Warren  will  have 
a  $100,000  fire-proof  library  building,  containing  32,000  volumes, 
and  a  maintenance  fund  of  about  $10,000  a  year. 


WASHINGTON— T.   G.   McCleary. 


The  schools  opened  on  September  8th  with  an  enrollment  of  3,011 
in  the  grades  and  493  in  the  high  school,  making  a  total  enrollment 
of  3,534  pupils.  An  increase  over  last  year  of  126,  28  of  which  are 
in  the  high  school.  There  were  78  pupils  graduated  from  high  school 
during  the  year,  25  at  the  mid-year  and  53  at  the  June  commence- 
ments. 

The  progress  made  during  the  year  was  very  satisfactory.  The 
teaching  force  numbering  110  worked  very  diligently  and  success- 
fully during  the  year  and  as  a  whole  we  consider  the  corps  the  best 
we  have  had. 

The  annual  exhibit  was  held  in  the  high  school  building  during 
the  afternoon  and  evening  of  May  28th.  A  high  grade  of  work  from 
the  domestic  science,  manual  training  and  art  departments  was  on 
exhibition.  From  8  to  9  o'clock  the  public  speaking  and  music  de- 
partments entertained  our  guests  in  the  auditorium. 

The  principal  and  teachers  of  the  Sixth  ward  school  invited  the 
teaching  corps  and  the  Board  of  School  Directors  to  be  their  guests 
at  the  school  building  one  evening  early  in  the  term,  the  acceptance 
was  so  general  and  the  evening  enjoyed  so  much  that  seven  other 
meetings  followed  in  the  other  buildings.  The  effect  was  very  good 
and  we  are  all  very  well  acquainted  now. 
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WAYNESBORO— J.  LT.  Reber. 


The  total  enrollment  in  the  school  for  the  year  was  1,538,  which 
was  a  slight  increase  over  that  of  last  year.  The  high  school  enroll- 
ment was  215,  92  boys  and  123  girls,  11  per  cent,  of  the  entire  school 
enrollment.  The  consolidated  grammar  school,  consisting  of  the 
seventh  and  eighth  grades,  numbered  two  hundred  nineteen. 

The  exercises  of  commencement  Aveek  were  an  evidence  of  substan- 
tial work  done  in  the  schools  during  the  year.  The  class  day  exer- 
cises of  the  senior  class  were  held  on  Friday  evening,  May  21.  The 
program  was  given  in  fine  style,  and  the  class  received  inspiration 
from  an  audience  of  a  thousand  appreciative  people.  On  Sunday 
evening,  the  23d,  Rev.  Austin  A.  Kelly,  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
preached  a  sermon  of  great  power.  Eighty  pupils  from  the  gram- 
mar school  department  were  transferred  to  the  high  school  on  Tues- 
day evening,  the  25th.  The  first  part  of  the  program  consisted  of 
parts  by  the  honor  members  of  the  class  and  of  an  address  by  Rev. 
George  F.  Boggs,  Ph.  D.,  of  the  Methodist  Church.  Rev.  Boggs' 
address  was  such  that  every  boy  and  girl  should  remember  through- 
out life.  The  second  part  of  the  program  consisted  of  "The  Flower 
Nymphs'  Surprise,"  which  was  given  in  a  manner  most  pleasing 
to  the  larger  audience  of  parents  and  friends  present.  The  exer- 
cises of  the  week  closed  on  Thursday  evening,  May  27,  when  a  class 
of  33  was  graduated,  of  this  number  three  were  young  ladies  who 
returned  as  post-graduates  and  pursued  to  completion  the  commer- 
cial course.  The  commencement  address  was  delivered  by  Dr.  Joseph 
H.  Apple,  president  of  Hood  College.  This  address  was  replete  with 
practical  thought,  practical  not  only  for  parent  and  graduate  but 
for  every  one. 

The  customary  Thanksgiving  offering  for  the  poor  of  the  town 
was  received  before  the  opening  of  the  session  on  Wednesday  after- 
noon preceding  Thanksgiving  Day.  Pupils  are  made  to  feel  the  full 
meaning  of  the  day  by  bringing  their  offerings  and  by  giving  and 
hearing  recitations,  songs  and  addresses  appropriate  to  the  occasion. 
The  offerings  are  substantial  and  large  and  assist  greatly  in  carrying 
forward  the  relief  work  of  the  town. 

Thursday,  April  22,  was  designated  as  patrons'  or  visitors'  day. 
In  order  that  the  schools  might  be  seen  in  their  every  day  dress,  the 
regular  programs  and  work  were  carried  out.  Some  work,  such  as 
would  give  a  correct  idea  of  what  the  children  had  done,  was  placed 
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on  exhibition.  There  was  an  unusually  large  attendance  of  visi- 
tors, all  of  whom  took  much  interest  in  the  work  and  showed  their 
gratification  and  appreciation  of  what  they  observed. 

Two  years'  work  has  been  done  in  the  manual  training  and  house- 
hold arts  departments.  Too  high  estimate  cannot  be  placed  on 
these  departments.  In  these  courses  the  pupils  learn  much  that  is 
of  great  value  to  them  educationally.  Pupils  should  be  encouraged 
to  put  to  practical  use  the  knowledge  learned  in  the  class  room,  else 
it  will  avail  them  but  little.  Sufficient  academic  studies  are  con- 
tained in  these  vocational  courses  to  make  them  cultural  as  well  as 
practical. 

It  is  to  be  greatly  deplored  that  medical  inspection  cannot  be  re- 
ported in  operation  in  the  Waynesboro  schools.  We  take  the  fol- 
lowing from  last  year's  report  of  another  Pennsylvania  city: 

"Medical  inspection  is  doing  much  for  our  pupils  and  their  homes. 
In  the  examinations  are  found  symptoms  of  the  early  stages  of  the 
several  contagious  diseases.  Much  sickness  and  expense  are  thus 
avoided.  Defects  are  found  and  many  of  them  corrected.  But  the 
correction  of  defects  is  not  nearly  all  that  medical  inspection  in 
the  schools  should  include.  Prevention  is  far  more  important  than 
cure,  so  that  much  emphasis  is  placed  on  the  educational  side.  Great 
attention  is  paid  to  dental  hygiene,  cleanliness,  good  ventilation, 
plenty  of  sleep,  posture  of  the  body  in  standing,  sitting  and  walk- 
ing. The  inspection  is  constantly  directing  the  attention  of  the 
pupils  and  the  teachers  to  those  important  matters  of  good  health. 

Parents  do  not  usually  resent  the  suggestions  of  the  medical  in- 
spector, that  the  child  is  out  late  at  night,  that  he  drinks  too  much 
coffee,  that  he  does  not  get  enough  exercise  in  the  open  air,  that 
his  bad  teeth  prevent  the  proper  mastification  of  his  food,  that  he 
is  anaemic  because  he  eats  irregularly  or  too  many  sweets.  All 
these  affect  his  development,  impair  his  powers  and  therefore  react 
on  his  school  work.  The  health  of  the  child  is  of  too  great  import- 
ance to  the  home,  the  school  and  the  community,  for  the  parents 
to  resent  any  honest  effort  to  build  it  up."    From  another  we  quote: 

"A  great  many  children  do  not  receive  the  medical  attention  which 
they  should  because  their  parents  do  not  realize  its  importance  to 
the  children's  success  in  the  schools,  and  many  parents  who  are 
able  to  pay  for  the  proper  medical  treatment  of  their  children's  de- 
fects have  treated  the  matter  with  indifference,  and  their  children 
are  compelled  to  continue  in  school  suffering  from  poor  eyesight,  de- 
fective hearing,  adenoid  growths,  large  tonsils,  decayed  teeth,  etc. 
If  a  school  system  is  to  be  efficient,  the  children  must  come  to  school 
in  proper  physical  condition  to  profit  by  the  instruction  which  is 
given  by  the  teachers." 
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The  remainder  of  this  report  is  taken  from  the  superintendent's 
report  presented  to  the  Board  of  Education  at  a  meeting  held  the 
first  Friday  of  April,  1915.  Our  school  library  and  reading  tables 
are  of  great  educational  value.  At  present  we  have  a  working  library 
of  more  than  two  thousand  volumes,  exclusive  of  pedagogical  works. 
Among  the  collection  are  to  be  found  many  volumes  of  biography, 
historical  and  classical  works,  and  quite  a  variety  of  fiction.  The 
assortment  and  selection  are  such  that  the  tastes  and  needs  of  all 
pupils  are  met.  It  may  be  a  matter  of  information  to  know  that,  to 
our  knowledge,  never  a  dollar  has  been  taken  from  the  funds  of  the 
district  to  establish  or  replenish  our  library,  all  the  funds  having 
been  secured  from  school  entertainments  of  different  kinds.  Upon 
the  reading  tables  are  placed  a  number  of  the  best  journals  and 
magazines  which  are  extensively  read.  The  library  is  open  every 
school  day  from  8  o'clock  a.  m.  until  5  o'clock  p.  m.,  and  is  in  con- 
stant use. 

The  work  of  the  schools,  as  a  whole,  is  very  gratifying.  From  a 
general  survey  of  the  work  done  in  the  grades  we  firmly  believe  that 
those  schools  never  showed  as  high  rank  in  efficiency  as  at  present. 
We  do  not  mean  to  say  that  every  boy  and  girl  in  these  schools  is 
doing  well.  There  are  some  who  fall  behind  on  account  of  indiffer- 
ence and  for  lack  of  proper  encouragement,  others  on  account  of 
being  rendered  unfit  for  study,  a  condition  resulting  frequently 
from  secret  vices  and  other  vicious  habits.  With  some  such  pupils 
the  teacher  has  to  deal  in  the  school.  The  thing  first  needed  and 
most  needed  is  for  the  general  public,  the  parent  and  the  teacher  to 
remove  the  many  influences  for  evil  that  surround  the  boy  and  girl 
ait  the  present  time.  No  boy  or  girl  can  do  good,  effective  work  in 
school  if  allowed  to  roam  about  on  the  streets  at  night  until  a  late 
hour  or  to  revel  in  society  until  the  midnight  hour  is  far  spent.  From 
the  boy  whose  whole  system  is  saturated  with  nicotine,  whose  eyes 
are  bleared  and  whose  gaze 'is  into  vacant  space,  from  the  boy  who 
cannot  look  you  straight  in  the  face,  from  the  boy  whose  memory 
is  gone  and  has  lost  all  power  of  .concentration,  from  such  boys  lit- 
tle can  be  gotten  and  little  given  unless  they  "stop,  look,  and  lis- 
ten"— stop  in  the  course  they  are  going,  look  into  the  terrible  depths 
beyond,  and  listen  to  the  instructions  and  advice  of  those  who,  from 
their  wisdom  and  experience  are  able  to  direct. 

What  has  been  said  relative  to  the  grade  schools  applies  as  well 
to  the  high  school.  The  majority  of  the  high  school  pupils  are  in- 
terested and  doing  good  work,  but  there  are  some  who  do  not  have 
the  proper  school  spirit,  and  as  a  result,  their  work  is  of  an  inferior 
order  and  their  conduct  is  not  good  and  their  influence  bad.  It  is 
very  unfortunate  that  some  of  our  young  people  do  not  realize  in 
time  the  mistakes  they  make  by  wasting  their  school  opportunities. 
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Hard  study  will  not  harm  any  normal  boy  or  girl,  but  thousands 
are  being  ruined  by  the  irregular  practices  of  the  present  day.  In 
the  selection  of  a  college  or  normal  school  for  their  boy  or  girl  par- 
ents are  careful  to  choose  one  where  their  child  is  kept  under  close 
surveillance  and  discipline,  one  where  regular  hours  for  study  and 
recreation  are  maintained,  and  where  permission  is  rarely  if  ever 
granted  to  pupils  to  attend  social  functions  during  the  school  days 
and  evenings  of  the  week,  and  if  given,  the  child  must  be  attended 
by  a  reliable  chaperone  and  be  returned  at  a  reasonable  hour.  But 
at  home  many  parents  will  permit  their  children  to  go  out  any  night 
of  the  week  and  to  return  at  any  hour.  Lessons  are  neglected, 
health  is  shattered,  and  lives  ruined  by  such  loose,  indifferent  prac- 
tices. Children  should  not  be  allowed  to  attend  social  functions  on 
any  of  the  nights  of  the  week  preceding  a  school  day,  and  every  night 
the  child  should  get  sufficient  rest  and  sleep.  Nothing  can  be  ex- 
pected from  a  child  who  neglects  his  or  her  work  for  two  or  three 
evenings  of  the  week  and  then  tries  to  "make  up"  the  loss  by  trying 
to  study  until  after  midnight.  Nothing  but  injury  and  subsequent 
ruin.  Very  few  horsemen  treat  their  horses  as  some  parents,  out 
of  the  goodness  of  their  hearts,  treat  their  children. 

The  schools  can  do  many  things  for  the  children  that  the  home 
used  to  do,  and  they  can  do  some  of  them  much  better.  There  are 
other  things  the  homes  must  do  or  they  cannot  be  done  at  all.  The 
aims  and  purpose  of  the  school  and  the  home  must  be  in  common, 
and  they  must  be  worked  out  together  by  intelligent  co-operation 
that  the  best  service  be  performed  for  the  child.  The  body  must  be- 
nourished  and  developed  for  physical  manhood  or  womanhood,  the 
mind  must  be  trained  for  intellectual  power,  and  the  heart  must  be 
nurtured  for  sympathy  and  love.  It  is  believed  that  parent-teacher 
circles,  in  conjunction  with  the  schools,  offer  splendid  opportunity 
for  acquaintance  and  true  co-operation  between  parents  and  teach- 
ers. In  the  sympathetic  atmosphere  of  these  meetings  the  parents 
learn,  perhaps,  how  they  are  interfering  with  the  school  work  of 
their  own  children  and  of  the  school  at  large;  learn  that  they  and 
their  children  cannot  live  for  themselves  alone  if  they  wish  to  live 
in  the  best  way.  The  mother  who  upholds  her  children,  whether 
right  or  wrong,  learns  as  she  listens  to  the  discussions  that  her 
child  cannot  have  his  rights  unless  he  is  willing  to  allow  equal 
rights  to  others.  She  learns  that  only  by  conformity  to  school 
rules  can  her  boy  take  his  rightful  place.  The  heedless  parents 
learn  that  tardiness  and  absence  are  not  small  matters  concerning 
their  daughters  alone,  but  hindrances  to  the  school,  by  which  their 
children  suffer  equally  with  the  others.  Tt  will  be  learned  that  some 
kinds  of  home  helps  are  obstacles  to  school  advancement. 
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The  teacher,  often  dwelling  too  much  on  system  and  curriculum,  re- 
freshes her  sympathies  by  coming  in  contact  with  the  home  relations 
of  the  children.  She  realizes  more  vividly  the  conditions  under  which 
some  children  must  work  at  home,  makes  fairer  allowances  for  short- 
comings, and  is  often  able  to  get  suggestions  that  are  helpful  in  her 
work.  Frequently  untrained  mothers  can  give  common-sense  advice, 
and  the  contact  of  such  a  mother  with  the  trained  mind  of  the  teacher 
is  of  incalculable  value  to  the  home. 

The  children  catch  the  spirit  of  this  sympathetic  relation  between 
the  home  and  the  school  and  often  urge  their  mothers  and  fathers  to 
attend  these  meetings  as  well  as  the  regular  exercises  of  the  school. 
It  has  a  stimulating  and  encouraging  effect  upon  the  child  and  the 
teacher  to  have  father  and  mother  mingle  with  them  in  the  work  of 
the  school.  Every  parent  represented  in  a  school  should  have  the  ac- 
quaintance of  the  teacher,  and  vice  versa,  and  through  this  acquaint- 
ance the  teacher  should  thoroughly  know  the  child.  The  topics  of 
mutual  concern  to  parents  and  teachers  are  many,  but  the  following 
few  are  suggested: 

How  can  we  keep  our  children  well? 
How  to  dress  children. 

Symptoms,  treatment,  and  prevention  of  contagious  diseases. 
What  is  obedience  and  when  should  training  for  it  begin? 
How  parents  hinder  the  school  work  of  their  children. 
Earning  and  saving  as  factors  in  the  development  of  character. 
The  duty  of  the  home  to  school  and  teacher. 
Effective  methods  of  home  and  school  discipline. 
The  kind  of  responsibility  the  home  should  demand  from  school  and 
teacher. 

The  amount  and  kind  of  study  profitably  done  at  home. 

Eegular  habits  as  an  aid  to  good  school  work. 

Food,  air,  and  water  in  relation  to  good  school  work. 

Our  teachers  continued  in  their  efforts  for  self  improvement.  Many 
books  and  magazines  were  read  and  studied.  The  grade  organiza- 
tions were  continued  through  the  year  and  many  educational  topics 
bearing  upon  their  particular  grades  as  well  as  those  of  a  general 
character  were  discussed.  They  also  continued  the  Palmer  method  of 
penmanship  by  correspondence.  Most  of  the  former  teachers  have 
completed  the  course  and  received  the  diploma.  The  newly  elected 
teachers  are  required,  also,  to  take  the  course. 

There  are  many  reasons  for  encouragement  and  we  look  forward  to 
the  coming  year  with  the  feeling  that  better  work  is  in  store  for  the 
children  entrusted  to  our  care.  We  wish  to  thank  every  one  who  in 
any  way  contributed  to  the  success  of  the  schools  in  the  past. 


No.  7.  WEST  CHESTER.  365 


WEST  CHESTER— Addison  L.  Jones. 


It  was  found  at  the  opening  of  the  term  that  about  sixty  boys  and 
girls  in  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  and  in  the  high  school  did  not 
want  to  return  to  school,  because  the  courses  of  study  did  not  give 
them  the  work  they  and  their  parents  thought  would  best  prepare 
them  for  their  life  work.  In  consequence  the  school  board  made  a 
canvass  and  learned  that  there  are  in  the  town  about  five  hundred  men 
who  are  machinists  of  iron  workers  and  carpenters  or  woodworkers. 

It  was  decided  to  offer  courses  in  wood  and  iron,  and  in  the  house- 
hold arts.  Rooms  were  equipped,  courses  of  studies  prepared,  and 
good  sized  classes  organized.  The  equipment,  courses  of  studies,  and 
the  teachers  selected,  after  several  visits  and  careful  inspection,  were 
approved  by  the  Director  of  Industrial  Education. 

The  daily  program  of  the  pupils  in  the  industrial  courses  includes 
an  hour  and  a  half  in  the  shops,  an  hour  and  a  half  in  the  drawing 
room,  half  the  time  in  shop  drawings  and  half  in  sketching  and  free 
hand  drawing.  In  addition  the  pupils  have  two  periods  of  academic 
work,  correlated  closely  with  the  shop  work.  The  drawing  and  the 
academic  studies  for  the  boys  and  girls  differ  widely. 

It  is  altogether  likely  that  nearly  all  of  the  pupils  in  the  vocational 
classes  would  not  have  re-entered  school  or  would  have  stopped  during 
the  year,  if  they  had  not  been  given  work  such  as  will  prepare  them 
for  their  future  vocations.  As  it  is  only  a  few  of  them  left  during 
the  year  and  then  to  go  to  the  trades  where  their  time  in  the  school 
shops  gave  them  advantage  over  others  who  had  no  such  training. 

While  the  expenses  of  maintaining  industrial  courses  in  the  schools 
are  considerable,  the  community  is  satisfied  that  the  innovation  is  a 
step  in  the  right  direction  and  the  schools  are  providing  education  and 
training  for  pupils  who  heretofore  left  school  early. 

An  agency  that  has  done  much  to  further  the  interests  of  the 
schools  is  the  Home  and  School  League,  which  held  several  meetings 
during  the  year.  While  the  general  meetings  were  interesting  and 
well  attended,  the  circle  meetings  in  the  several  school  buildings  were 
most  helpful.  Here  the  patrons  and  teachers  together  discussed  the 
problems  relating  to  the  pupils  in  their  home  and  school  life.  The 
attendance  at  these  monthly  meetings  ran  from  fifty  to  three  hundred. 
As  a  result  there  is  engendered  a  sympathy  between  teachers  and 
patrons  that  could  not  exist  when  neither  understood  the  other  so 
well.  To  get  the  best  service  from  the  public  schools,  parents  must 
know  more  of  the  great  desire  of  the  teachers  to  do  well  bv  their 
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pupils;  they  must  realize  that  regular  attendance  and  prompt  obedi- 
ence are  necessary  to  effective  work  in  the  schools ;  and  they  must  be 
willing  to  make  great  sacrifices  for  their  children,  if  necessary,  to  pre- 
pare them  for  success  in  life,  by  cooperating  at  all  times  with  the 
school  authorities  in  measures  for  greater  efficiency  in  education  and 
the  upbuilding  of  strong  character. 

With  strict  ordinances  against  speeding  automobiles  and  careful 
police  protection,  the  school  children  have  had  many  narrow  escapes. 
In  consequence,  the  school  board  has  had  erected  a  block  away  from 
the  school  buildings  danger  signs, — boards  eighteen  inches  by  twenty- 
four,  lettered  so  large  and  plainly  that  drivers  can  readily  read  that 
they  must  run  slowly  to  avoid  endangering  the  lives  of  the  children 
coming  to  and  going  from  the  schools.  The  townspeople  have  nothing 
but  commendation  for  this  added  precaution  for  their  children. 

The  lunch  department  in  the  high  school  building  has  been  in  opera- 
tion two  years.  The  school  district  furnishes  the  room  and  the  fuel, 
but  otherwise  the  lunch  rooms  are  self-sustaining.  There  is  no  at- 
tempt to  make  money,  the  sole  purpose  being  to  furnish  the  pupils 
Avith  excellent,  well-cooked  foods,  in  good  variety,  at  a  low  price.  It 
is  intended  to  correlate  further  the  work  in  the  domestic  science  de- 
partment and  the  lunchroom. 

A  year  course  in  general  elementary  science  has  been  introduced 
into  the  high  school  curriculum.  It  is  intended  that  the  pupils  whose 
courses  do  not  allow  them  to  take  physical  geography,  chemistry  and 
physics,  can  in  this  course  learn  much  of  the  phenomena  of  the  world 
about  them,  enough  of  facts  and  general  principles  to  enable  them  to 
read  the  daily  papers  and  current  literature  intelligently  and  to  draw 
reasonable  conclusions  from  their  own  observations.  It  is  hoped  that 
the  College  Education  Board  will  give  credit  for  good  work  done  in 
this  course. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  fifty-one  members  of  the  Senior  class  in  the 
high  school  were  graduated,  thirty-one  boys  and  twenty  girls,  more 
than  half  of  whom  will  continue  their  education.  The  manual  train- 
ing and  industrial  classes  tend  to  hold  pupils  in  school  until  gradua- 
tion. The  boys  especially  are  attracted  by  these  courses.  Another 
thing  that  helps  is  the  fact  that  employers  now  usually  consider 
graduation  from  a  high  school  an  indication  that  a  youth  is  willing 
to  work  as  he  is  directed  and  that  he  is  able  to  take  the  initiative  and 
do  things-  without  special  direction. 
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WEST  MAHANOY  TWP.  (SCHUYLKILL  CO.)— M.  H.  Carey. 


During  the  summer  mouths  the  board  showed  its  progressiveness  by 
making  many  alterations  and  improvements  which  will  work  out  to 
the  good  of  the  pupils. 

At  the  Brownsville  old  school  house  an  additional  room  has  been 
added  to  the  second  floor,  which  means  less  congestion  for  the  other 
schools  and  enables  the  teachers  to  accomplish  better  results.  The 
heating  apparatus  has  been  remodeled  and  a  new  porch  added  to  the 
front  of  this  building. 

At  the  Deansville  school  house  a  new  roof  has  been  put  on,  the 
building  repainted,  and  other  repairs  made  there  which  add  not  only 
to  the  convenience  of  the  pupils  but  show  a  decided  improvement. 

At  the  Lost  Creek  school  building  a  new  wood  and  coal  shed  has 
been  erected,  a  cement  wall  and  a  five  foot  fence  built  around  the 
building,  so  that  the  improvement  made  thereby  is  very  noticeable. 

A  large  increase  in  the  population  and  valuation  of  our  township 
is  looked  for  in  the  near  future.  A  realty  syndicate  has  purchased  two 
hundred  acres  of  land  previously  unoccupied,  laying  in  our  township 
and  close  to  the  Frackville  borough.  This  syndicate  is  selling  this 
land  in  lots  for  residence  building,  and  judging  from  the  number  of 
purchases  made  thus  far,  it  may  be  necessary  in  a  short  time  to  erect 
a  school  building  at  this  place  to  provide  for  this  growth. 

We  have  thirteen  pupils  attending  the  Shenandoah  high  school  and 
four  attending  the  Frackville  high  school. 

Nine  teachers'  meetings,  at  which  important  educational  subjects 
were  discussed,  were  held  during  the  term.  These  meetings  were  very 
successful,  and  much  good  was  accomplished  thereby. 

One  important  event  which  I  am  pleased  to  record,  and  which  shows 
the  progressive  spirit  of  our  teachers,  was  the  formation  of  a  class  in 
drawing.  Miss  Weidman,  supervisor  of  drawing  in  the  Shenandoah 
schools,  was  selected  as  teacher.  The  teachers  entered  into  this  work 
with  great  earnestness,  and  as  a  result  we  shall  have  the  sub- 
ject of  drawing  added  to  our  course  of  study  for  the  coming  term, 
under  the  supervision  of  one  of  our  own  teachers. 

In  the  whole,  the  board  and  the  teachers  are  earnestly  co-operating 
with  me  in  the  furtherance  of  all  progressive  measures:  and  with  this 
unanimity  we  look  forward  for  excellent  results. 
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WILKFS-BARRE— James  M.  Coughlin. 


The  school  term  for  1914  and  1915  closed  on  Friday,  June  11,  1915. 
The  work  of  the  school  year  has  been  exceptionally  good.  The  great 
body  of  teachers  always  do  well.  One  feels  each  year  that  they  are 
doing  their  best,  but  this  year  with  only  a  few  exceptions  the  work  was 
very  satisfactory. 

From  the  beginning  to  the  close  the  weather  conditions  were  favor- 
able to  regular  attendance  and  study,  cool  during  the  fall  and  spring 
months  and  moderate  winter  weather  had  its  effect  on  pupils  and 
teachers.  The  health  of  the  children  in  attendance  at  the  schools  was 
excellent.  Of  the  12,101  enrolled  there  were  only  seven  deaths  re- 
corded during  the  year.  This  is  a  very  remarkable  record.  It  speaks 
for  the  healthy  environment  of  the  school  children  while  in  school, 
and  is  equally  creditable  to  the  Department  of  Health  and  the  homes 
themselves  who  have  contributed  so  largely  to  the  cleanliness  of  the 
city  and  the  health  of  the  homes. 

Nearly  ten  years  ago  the  patrons  of  the  schools  prepared  social  and 
general  organizations.  The  purpose  of  these  organizations  was  to  im- 
prove the  conditions  of  the  children  attending  the  schools  where  such 
attention  was  needed. 

The  plan  of  these  organizations  was  to  provide  an  entertainment 
for  each  meeting;  to  secure  a  report  from  the  teachers  as  to  persons 
needing  clothing  and  about  the  home  conditions,  preparatory  to  enter- 
ing school;  to  offer  simple  refreshments;  and  prepare  for  the  future 
needs  of  the  schools  such  as  could  not  be  met  by  the  board  of  direc- 
tors. 

Fifteen  such  organizations  are  instituted,  and  are  doing  such  work 
ais  can  be  done  by  them,  according  to  the  locality  in  which  they  were 
placed  and  have  contributed  to  the  wants  of  the  children.  In  situa- 
tions where  pupils  were  in  need  of  clothing  such  clothing  was  sup- 
plied, this  was  quite  generally  true.  Where  children  needed  home  en- 
vironment this  was  judiciously  supplied. 

The  money  applied  for  this  purpose  was  acquired  by  contributions, 
by  voluntary  assessments  and  by  sale  of  tickets  to  persons  who  would 
attend  the  meetings  held  for  this  purpose.  The  Parent-Teachers  meet- 
ings will  be  of  interest  so  long  as  they  contribute  to  the  welfare  of  the 
schools. 

The  industrial  work  of  our  high  school  is  going  on  favorably.  There 
are  two  courses,  one  for  boys  and  one  for  girls.  The  boys'  course 
covers  wood-work,  turning  in  wood,  pattern  making,  moulding,  furni- 
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ture  making  and  forging.  The  course  for  girls  covers  domestic  art; 
domestic  science;  household  decoration  in  which  art  is  applied  in  its 
various  forms  to  home  improvement  such  as  selecting  furniture, 
getting  paper  to  suit,  preparing  window  shades  and  adjusting  all 
such  matters  to  a  properly  decorated  room ;  household  chemistry  and 
general  household  economy  are  given  in  this  course. 

Until  two  years  ago  manual  training  was  not  taught  in  the  elemen- 
tary schools.  Then  by  an  earnest  effort  made  by  one  of  the  directors, 
Miss  Trescott,  manual  training  was  introduced  into  these  schools. 
Sewing  was  taught  to  the  girls  of  the  Grammar  A  and  B  grades  and 
elementary  manual  training  to  the  boys.  Last  year  sewing  was  taught 
to  the  girls  of  the  Grammar  C  and  D  classes  while  the  boys  in  these 
classes  were  required  to  take  the  history,  geography,  industries,  poli- 
tical institutions,  benevolent  institutions,  etc.  Tests  were  given  in 
the  subjects  taught. 

Five  evening  schools  in  different  lines  of  endeavor  were  conducted 
under  the  city  school  system.  The  shorthand  and  typewriting  school 
was  continued  this  year.  At  the  close  of  the  term,  Friday  evening, 
March  26th,  commencement  and  promotion  exercises  were  held  in  the 
high  school  auditorium.  The  exercises  were  very  interesting  and  ap- 
parently of  great  concern  to  the  people.  The  auditorium  was  very 
nearly  filled  by  over  twelve  hundred  of  the  parents  and  grown  up 
friends  of  the  pupils. 

In  order  to  receive  the  certificate  of  proficiency  the  pupils  must 
reach  a  satisfactory  grade  in  English  and  reach  a  speed  of  100  words 
a  minute  in  shorthand  and  30  words  a  minute  on  the  typewriter.  The 
evening  high  school  business  department  was  in  session  60  evenings. 
There  were  enrolled  for  the  term  70  boys  and  46  girls;  total  116. 
There  remained  at  the  close  of  the  term  21  boys  and  28  girls;  total  49. 
Five  boys  and  eleven  girls  completed  the  course,  and  16  boys  and  19 
girls  were  advanced  to  the  Senior  year  of  the  course. 

A  special  evening  grammar  school  was  opened  in  the  Union  Street 
building.  There  were  enrolled  in  this  school  119  boys,  58  girls,  total 
177.  There  remained  at  the  close  of  the  year,  72  boys  and  39  girls; 
total  111.  This  school  held  promotion  exercises  in  connection  with 
commencement  exercises  of  the  evening  business  school.  Thirty-two 
boys  and  33  girls  were  promoted  to  the  first  year  of  the  evening  high 
school,  or  to  the  first  year  of  the  high  school  proper,  and  56  were  pro- 
moted to  the  second  year  of  the  evening  grammar  school,  36  were  re- 
tained for  better  preparation. 

An  adult  evening  school  for  foreigners,  who  could  not  speak  the 
English  language,  was  opened  at  North  Main  Street  building.     One 
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hundred  and  one  pupils  were  enrolled  during  the  session,  51  remained 
on  the  roll  at  the  close  of  the  school.  The  average  attendance  at  each 
session  was  38. 

The  evening  manual  training  school  closed  April  30th.  There  were 
65  boys  enrolled  during  the  year  and  30  remained  on  the  roll  at  the 
close  of  the  term.  The  average  evening  attendance  was  34.  The  school 
was  in  session  six  months. 

An  evening  school  in  the  common  branches  of  study  was  opened  at 
Hillard  Grove  building.  The  total  enrollment  for  the  term  was  38. 
In  January  the  average  attendance  fell  to  10  so  the  school  was  closed 
at  the  end  of  the  month. 

I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  and  appreciation  to  the  parents, 
teachers  and  directors  for  mv  success  in  this  vear's  work. 


WILKINSBURG— James  L.  Allison. 


I  beg  leave  to  submit  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  my 
report  of  nineteen  hundred  fourteen  and  nineteen  hundred  fifteen, 
which  has  just  closed.  The  year  has  been  a  most  successful  one,  as  no 
epidemics  marred  the  work  of  the  year  and  everything  pertaining  to 
school  matters  continued  in  a  most  prosperous  and  harmonious  condi- 
tion throughout  the  year. 

The  statistics  for  the  last  month  show  that  3,300  pupils  were  regis- 
tered during  the  year, — 1,630  boys  and  1,670  girls,  and  of  this  number 
570  were  enrolled  in  the  high  school, — 250  boys  and  320  girls. 

The  manual  training  and  domestic  science  departments  of  the 
schools  were  a  popular  feature  of  the  year's  work.  These  were  con- 
fined to  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades,  with  about  sixty  of  the  over- 
grown and  retarded  girls  of  the  fifth  and  sixth  grades,  who  were 
given  instruction  in  the  art  of  cooking,  with  excellent  results.  These 
two  departments  reached  over  three  hundred  pupils  each  during  the 
year,  and  the  departments  are  being  continued  a  month  after  the 
school  term  has  ended,  and,  while  the  attendance  is  optional,  there  is 
a  splendid  representation  in  regular  attendance.  The  manual  work 
was  confined  to  drawing  and  woodwork  entirely,  while  the  domestic 
science  is  confined  to  sewing  and  cooking. 

An  evening  school  was  organized  on  January  26th,  with  over  two 
hundred  students,  requiring  six  teachers.  This  was  the  first  school 
of  the  kind  organized  in  the  town  and  it  became  popular  for  all  classes 
of  people.  Many  adults  took  advantage  of  this  school  and  attended 
faithfully  until  its  close. 
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Two  Parent-Teacher  Associations  have  been  organized  in  the  school 
district  during  the  year  and  they  have  been  carried  on  with  much  en- 
thusiasm. They  have  proved  beneficial  in  bringing  the  parents  and 
teachers  into  closer  relation  and  in  creating  a  deeper  bond  of  sym- 
pathy between  the  home  and  the  school.  The  future  effects  promise  to 
be  beneficial  to  the  school  community. 

It  is  gratifying  to  see  how  successfully  the  student  activities  have 
been  managed  during  the  year.  For  the  high  school,  there  is  an  ac- 
tivity board,  elected  by  the  student  body,  composed  of  a  specified  num- 
ber of  the  members  of  the  faculty  and  so  many  boys  and  so  many  girls 
of  the  student  body.  These  manage  and  decide  all  questions,  make 
all  rules,  receive  and  disburse  all  moneys  and  control  the  entire  ac- 
tivities of  the  school.  There  has  been  no  friction  and  every  member 
of  the  school  has  yielded  perfect  obedience  to  the  rules  of  the  board. 

The  number  of  pupils  to  a  teacher  in  both  grades  and  high  school 
has  been  limited, — thirty-five  in  the  former  and  thirty  in  the  latter. 
This  has  proved  a  splendid  condition  and  the  pupils  have  shown  re- 
sults in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

For  next  year,  all  the  eighth  grades  have  been  assigned  to  one  build- 
ing where  the  departmental  work  will  be  carried  out  and  it  is  ex- 
pected that  in  the  future  the  seventh  grades  will  be  gathered  to  the 
same  building  and  that  will  become  the  grammar,  or  junior  high 
school.  The  students  and  teachers  are  enthusiastic  over  this  de- 
parture and  great  results  are  anticipated  for  the  future. 

The  schools  enjoyed  a  splendid  time  in  celebrating  May  Arbor  Day. 
At  the  buildings  where  there  is  ground  in  which  to  plant  trees, 
twenty-six  were  planted  with  appropriate  ceremony.  The  pupils  en- 
tered into  the  ceremony  with  a  great  deal  of  enthusiasm  and  the 
exercises  were  attended  by  many  of  the  patrons. 

A  feature  that  is  worthy  of  notice  is  the  annual  reception,  given  by 
the  grade  pupils  to  the  members  of  the  G.  A.  R.  This  reception  was 
given  on  May  18th,  Peace  Day  evening,  and  there  were  over  fifteen 
hundred  people  present.  The  veterans  were  given  the  place  of  honor; 
patriotic  songs  were  sung  by  the  sixth,  seventh,  and  eighth  grade 
pupils;  and  a  short  address  was  given  by  one  of  the  veterans.  These 
exercises  are  popular  and  interesting  to  all  who  can  gain  admission. 

The  number  of  graduates  from  the  high  school  this  May  was  eighty- 
seven,  fifty-one  girls  and  thirty-six  boys.  The  number  of  eighth  grade 
pupils,  who  qualified  to  enter  high  school  next  year,  is  one  hundred 
twenty-eight  and  seventeen  entitled  to  re-examination. 

The  per  cent,  of  those,  who  were  graduated  from  the  high  school, 
compared  to  the  grade  pupils,  who  qualified  to  enter  the  freshman 
class,  is  03  per  cent.    This  makes  a  good  showing. 

Tt  is  proper  at  this  time  to  express  my  heartfelt  appreciation  of  the 
help  received  from  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  and  from  the 
Board  of  School  Directors.     These  have,  at  all  times,  given  of  their 
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time  and  energy  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  school.  The  liberality 
of  the  local  press  and  the  cordial  support  of  the  principals  and 
teachers  with  the  sympathy  of  the  patrons  have  made  the  school  work 
pleasant  and  profitable,  and  the  present  good-will  and  hearty  co-opera- 
tion make  us  willing  to  predict  a  more  successful  showing  for  the 
year  that  is  approaching. 


WILLIAMSPOBT— Fred  W.  Bobbins. 


I  herewith  submit  my  first  annual  report  of  the  schools  of  the  city 
of  Williamsport  for  the  year  1914-1915. 

New  High  School  Building. 

The  most  important  school  event  of  the  year  was  the  completion 
of  the  new  high  school  building.  The  dedicatory  exercises  were  held 
on  November  4,  5,  6,  and  7,  1914. 

The  exercises  were  impressive  and  well  attended  by  the  patrons  of 
the  schools.  On  Wednesday  evening  a  reception  was  held  and  the 
building  was  opened  to  the  inspection  of  the  public.  On  Thursday 
afternoon  it  was  formally  accepted  by  Otto  G.  Kaupp,  Esq.,  President 
of  the  Board.  Short  addresses  were  delivered  by  local  business  and 
professional  men.  The  exercises  on  Thursday  evening  included  ad- 
dresses by  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Superintendent  Public  Instruction,  Dr. 
John  H.  Harris,  President  of  Bucknell  University,  and  Dr.  B.  C. 
Conner,  President  Dickinson  Seminary.  On  Friday  evening  short  ad- 
dresses were  delivered  by  Dr.  Phillips,  Principal  West  Chester  State 
Normal  School,  Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Edu- 
cation, Emerson  Collins,  Esq.,  and  Dr.  L.  W.  Bapeer,  of  State  College. 
The  program  closed  Saturday  afternoon  with  the  presentation  of  flags 
by  the  Patriotic  Sons  of  America,  and  the  Daughters  of  Liberty. 

The  total  cost  of  the  building  is  as  follows : 

Erection  of  building,   $258,151  13 

Furniture  and  equipment,  31,464  75 

Grounds,     24,090  98 

Total  cost,  1313,706  86 

Organization. 

Following  the  completion  of  the  new  high  school  the  most  important 
work  of  the  year  has  been  the  organization  of  its  various  departments 
and  activities.    The  organization  was  attempted  under  many  difficul- 
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ties.  An  entire  new  course  of  study  was  put  into  operation  and  regu- 
lar sessions  of  the  school  were  held  even  before  the  completion  of  the 
building. 

In  addition  several  new  activities  have  come  into  the  high  school 
this  year.  Prominent  among  these  is  the  high  school  orchestra 
financed  by  the  Home  and  School  League  under  the  direction  of  the 
supervisor  of  music.  This  orchestra  is  made  up  of  boys  and  girls  in 
the  high  school  who  have  furnished  music  for  all  high  school  functions. 
Co-ordinate  with  the  high  school  orchestra  and  leading  up  to  it,  is  a 
grammar  grade  orchestra  made  up  of  boys  and  girls  of  talent  in  the 
grammar  grades  from  whom,  as  they  enter  the  high  school,  will  be 
selected  members  of  the  high  school  orchestra  as  vacancies  occur. 
This  furnishes  a  goal  for  pupils  interested  in  music  and  should  be  of 
great  value  in  developing  musical  taste  in  the  city. 

Eegular  instruction  in  art  is  given  by  the  supervisor  to  students 
taking  the  course.  Near  the  close  of  the  present  term  an  exhibit  of 
paintings  by  renowned  artists  was  held  in  the  art  room.  At  that  time 
lectures  on  art  were  given  to  large  gatherings  of  interested  patrons  by 
local  talent,  under  the  auspices  of  the  high  school  Parent-Teacher  As- 
sociation. 

The  domestic  science  department  organized  for  the  first  time  in  the 
high  school  has  been  very  successful.  It  includes  courses  in  cooking, 
dressmaking,  house  decoration,  house  sanitation,  and  so  on.  The 
lunch  room  is  also  under  the  direction  of  the  head  of  the  domestic 
science  department.  Something  over  $1,300  worth  of  lunches  were 
served  this  year  to  the  pupils  at  a  new  profit  of  $72.36. 

The  high  school  gymnasium  is  in  use  most  of  the  time  during  the 
year  for  physical  training  exercises  either  by  the  boys  or  by  the  girls 
of  the  high  school.  Two  evening  demonstrations  were  given,  one  by 
the  boys  and  the  other  by  the  girls  each  to  a  large  gathering  of  parents 
and  teachers. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  board  authorized  the  disbanding  of 
all  the  high  school  fraternities  and  sororities.  The  various  organiza- 
tions cheerfully  submitted  to  the  rule  of  the  board.  This  change  has 
led  to  the  growth  of  different  societies  with  varied  aims.  Among  the 
number  are  the  Ciceronian  Society,  camera  club,  nature  study  club, 
dramatic  club,  German  club,  and  others.  At  various  times  throughout 
the  year  these  clubs  have  given  entertainments  in  the  spacious  high 
school  auditorium  with  great  success. 

The  rapid  growth  of  the  high  school  due  partly  to  the  new  building 
and  in  part  to  shortening  the  course  of  study  to  eight  years,  has  made 
an  increase  in  the  teaching  force  necessary,  and  on  account  of  the 
short  school  day  it  is  almost  impossible  to  schedule  the  classes  to  ad- 
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vantage  even  with  the  additional  force.  The  time  has  come  when  a 
longer  school  day  must  be  provided  in  the  high  school,  and  longer 
class  periods  which  shall  include  both  study  and  recitation. 

Play  Days. 

Two  days  were  set  aside  for  play  days  this  year,  Friday  and  Satur- 
day, April  16  and  17.  Friday  was  given  up  to  athletic  contests  be- 
tween the  high  school  classes  and  Saturday  morning  to  athletic  con- 
tests between  the  grammar  and  elementary  grades.  On  Saturday 
afternoon  all  school  children  formed  in  Market  Square  and  marched 
to  the  high  school  athletic  ground.  These  play  days  were  very  success- 
ful. 

Parent-Teacher  Associations. 

Parent-Teacher  Associations  have  been  formed  in  all  buildings  ex- 
cept one.  These  organizations  are  very  active  and  help  the  schools  in 
many  ways,  not  only  in  furnishing  equipment  but  also  in  building  up 
a  community  spirit,  one  of  Williamsport's  strongest  educational  as- 
sets. 

The  Franklin  Parent-Teacher  Association  purchased  two  mural 
paintings  by  J.  Wesley  Little,  a  Lycoming  county  artist,  one  ''The 
Spirit  of  the  Susquehanna"  and  the  other  ''An  Autumn  Scene,"  and 
placed  them  on  opposite  walls  of  the  grammar  school  room.  Appro- 
priate exercises  accompanied  the  placing  of  the  paintings.  This  is  the 
first  decoration  of  this  kind  in  the  city  schools  and  adds  much  to  the 
dignity  and  beauty  of  the  walls  of  the  room. 

Open  Air  Schools. 

The  two  open  air  schools  have  been  carried  on  this  year  as  hereto- 
fore— the  school  board  furnishing  the  room  and  teacher  while  the 
Anti-Tuberculosis  Society  has  supplied  the  food  and  necessary  equip- 
ment. In  some  school  rooms  muslin  screens  have  been  placed  in  the 
lower  half  of  each  window  allowing  the  cold  air  to  filter  in  from  the 
outside.  This  method  of  ventilation  seems  to  be  very  satisfactory 
and  more  rooms  will  probably  be  fitted  up  in  this  manner  next  year 
under  the  direction  of  the  Hygiene  Committee. 

Industrial  Arts. 

Manual  training  has  now  been  extended  through  the  eighth  and 
seventh  grades  down  to  the  sixth  grade,  each  class  having  one-half 
day's  work  every  other  week.  The  girls  in  the  seventh  and  eighth 
grades  have  domestic  science  a  half  day  and  sewing  one-fourth  of  a 
day  every  two  weeks  while  those  of  the  sixth  grade  have  only  sewing 
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one-fourth  day  every  two  weeks.  An  attempt  will  be  made  this  year 
to  so  organize  this  work  that  the  boys  and  girls  may  devote  equal 
periods  of  time  to  industrial  work. 

In  the  high  school  the  regular  manual  training  work  has  been  con- 
tinued, and  a  co-operative  course  begun.  During  the  first  year  of  this 
course  the  boys  spend  all  their  time  in  school;  during  the  second  year 
half  time  in  the  shop  and  half  time  in  the  school. 

Evening  Schools. 

In  some  departments  the  evening  school  work  has  been  very  satis- 
factory and  rather  discouraging  in  others.  The  elementary  evening- 
schools  in  the  Washington  building  in  which  the  fundamental 
branches  are  taught  have  been  especially  successful  the  past  year. 
They  were  attended  by  young  men  and  young  women  as  well  as  older 
persons,  some  of  them  foreigners  just  learning  to  speak  the  English 
language.  The  household  arts  evening  schools  have  also  been  well 
attended  and  successfully  carried  on  during  the  year.  The  commer- 
cial school  now  held  in  the  high  school  building  lost  some  students  on 
account  of  its  removal  from  the  Washington  building  but  on  the 
whole  the  attendance  was  very  good.  The  Industrial  night  school 
under  Professor  Barbey  for  four  years,  has  passed  through  a  year  of 
small  enrollment  and  irregular  attendance.  In  an  investigation  made 
during  the  year  it  was  discovered  that  these  conditions  were  due  to  a 
lack  of  interest  of  a  number  of  young  men  who  are  taking  the  course. 

Trial  Promotions. 

Some  pupils  are  able  to  advance  more  rapidly  through  the  grades 
than  others.  There  are  various  methods  for  providing  sufficient  flexi- 
bility in  the  course  to  admit  of  these  promotions.  We  have  adopted 
the  plan  of  special  trial  promotions  as  follows: 

1.  Only  those  children  that  are  especially  strong,  on  account  of 
age,  mental  or  physical  ability,  shall  be  considered  for  special  pro- 
motion. 

2.  Conference  between  principal  and  teacher,  and  teacher  and 
parents  shall  precede  all  trial  promotions. 

3.  Children  favorably  considered  shall  recite  studies  in  which  they 
are  most  proficient  in  the  next  higher  grade  on  trial,  but  shall  con- 
tinue to  be  enrolled  in  the  lower  grade  where  they  recite  their  re- 
maining studies. 

4.  If  all  parties  are  satisfied  with  a  pupil's  proficiency  in  any  trial 
branch,  he  may  be  permitted  to  recite  other  studies  in  the  higher 
grade. 
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5.  Finally,  at  the  end  of  a  month  or  six  weeks,  if  reported  satis- 
factory by  the  teacher  of  the  higher  grade,  he  is  regularly  promoted 
by  authority  of  principal  or  superintendent. 

The  results  of  this  plan  have  been  very  satisfactory.  Of  those  pro- 
moted this  year  all  have  been  advanced  at  the  close  of  the  term  to  the 
next  grade.  The  advantages  of  the  plan  are  that  it  gives  the  pupil 
time  to  adjust  himself  to  new  conditions,  and  also  that  it  gives  the 
teacher  an  opportunity  to  test  his  fitness  for  promotion  by  actual 
trial. 

Minimum  Salary  Requirements. 

There  are  certain  requirements  of  the  salary  schedule,  adopted  by 
the  board,  which  must  be  met  by  teachers  in  order  to  merit  the  annual 
increase.  The  superintendent  is  expected  to  inform  himself  as  to  the 
teacher's  proficiency,  and  to  recommend  to  the  board  teachers  en- 
titled to  an  increase  in  salary. 

Increase  of  salary  depends  upon  five  conditions.  The  first  and 
second  refer  to  kind  of  certificate  and  teaching  experience,  and  need 
no  explanation.  The  third,  fourth,  and  fifth,  however,  include  ef- 
ficiency, professional  interest,  and  increased  scholarly  attainments. 
They  are  largely  subjective  and  hence  difficult  to  analyze  or  to  stand- 
ardize. Yet  they  have  certain  external  characteristics,  upon  which 
the  superintendent  must  base  his  opinion,  and  it  is  only  just  that 
teachers  should  know  what  factors  the  superintendent  has  in  mind 
when  estimating  their  worth  in  terms  of  efficiency,  professional  in- 
terest, and  increased  scholarly  attainments.  Following  are  some  of 
the  principal  factors  considered  in  estimating  the  teacher's  proficiency 
in  the  last  three  conditions: 

Ability  to  Teach  and  Discipline. 

1.  The  school  room. 

(1)     Order  and  neatness. 

2.  The  teacher. 

(1)  Health  and  cheerfulness. 

(2)  Alertness. 

(3)  Knowledge  of  subject  matter. 

(4)  Ability  to  determine  values. 

(5)  Clearness  of  presentation. 

(6)  Ability  to  question. 

(7)  Thoroughness  of  drill  and  review. 

3.  The  pupil. 

(1)  Nature  of  his  response  to  the  teacher's  instruction. 

(2)  His  attitude  toward  teacher  and  school. 

(3)  His  growth  in  character. 

Professional  Interest. 
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1.  Attendance  at  teachers'  meetings  and  institutes. 

2.  Interest  in  present  day  educational  tendencies  and  progress. 

3.  The  reading  of  professional  magazines. 

I.  Membership  in  some  association  for  teachers. 

5.  Visiting  parents  of  children. 

6.  Attendance  at  Parent-Teacher's  meetings. 

7.  Willingness  to  assist  and  serve. 

8.  Willingness  to  give  individual  assistance  to  pupils. 

9.  Visits  to  other  school  systems. 

Evidence  of  Increased  Scholarly  Attainment. 

1.  Home  study  of  advanced  or  allied  subjects. 

2.  Class  study  of  advanced  or  allied  subjects. 

3.  Summer  school  courses. 

4.  Correspondence  courses. 

5.  University  Extension  courses. 

6.  Reading  of  scientific  and  literary  magazines. 

7.  Travel  and  investigation. 


WINTON— John  J.  Judge. 


The  School  Board  has  taken  an  option  on  a  piece  of  ground  and 
a  high  school  building  will  be  erected  thereon  in  a  short  time. 

The  eighth  grade  was  combined  with  the  high  school  this  year.  The 
pupils  of  this  grade  were  under  the  instruction  of  the  four  teachers 
in  the  high  school  and  especially  good  work  was  done. 

The  enrollment  in  the  schools  was  larger  than  in  former  years  and 
the  attendance  was  better.  Because  of  lack  of  school  room  it  was 
necessary  to  place  two  teachers  in  some  schools.  Four  rooms  in 
the  parochial  school,  owned  by  the  Greek  Catholic  Congregation, 
were  leased  for  school  use. 

A  class  of  seven,  five  boys  and  two  girls,  was  graduated  from  the 
high  school. 

I  feel  very  grateful  to  the  Department  for  the  kind  and  courteous 
treatment  received. 
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YORK  -A.  Warmer. 


Two  new  eight  room  buildings  are  in  process  of  construction.  It 
is  the  expectation  to  have  them  completed  and  ready  for  occupancy 
by  the  time  schools  open  in  the  fall. 

A  two  year's  course  in  dressmaking  was  established  in  the  high 
school.  This  carries  forward  and  completes  the  course  offered  in  the 
sixth,  seventh  and  eighth  grades. 

High  School  Co  operative  Industrial  Course. 

What  follows  in  this  report  will  be  restricted  to  a  presentation  of 
several  phases  of  our  High  School  Co-operative  Industrial  Course. 
The  exclusion  of  other  matter  is  deemed  opportune  for  several 
reasons.  One  is  that  the  industrial  work  belongs  to  a  newer  field  of 
educational  effort  and  involves  problems  of  special  interest.  More- 
over the  data  presented  will  serve  to  continue  and  to  add  to  the  pre- 
vious annual  reports  on  the  same  subjects. 

Withdrawals. 

Many  high  school  pupils  are  not  capable  of  deciding  what  occu- 
pation they  want  to  follow  in  the  future.  They  are  mentally  too 
immature.  Hence  changes  made  after  the  selection  of  a  course  of 
study  are  no  proofs  of  weakness  in  its  content.  This  applies  to  the 
co-operative  as  well  as  to  all  other  courses. 

Boys  are  attracted  to  the  co-operative  course,  and  not  long  after 
assignment  to  shops  it  is  discovered  that  some  possess  neither  man- 
ual adaptability  nor  mental  inclination  for  that  kind  of  work.  They 
are  out  of  place.  The  sooner  a  change  is  made  the  better  for  all 
concerned.  This  is  done  so  far  as  practicable.  Hence  as  a  result  of 
transfers  to  other  courses,  as  well  as  from  other  causes,  the  with- 
drawals from  the  industrial  course  have  been  fully  as  great  as  from 
other  departments. 

Auxiliary  Shop. 

In  serving  an  apprenticeship  in  any  shop,  variety  of  output  and 
the  attitude  of  foremen  determine  the  number  of  machines  to  which 
the  journeyman  has  access.  He  may  not  have  had  a  chance  to  work 
on  a  complete  series  of  machines  familiarity  with  which  is  a  desidera- 
tum. In  order  to  provide  for  this  contingency  the  board  has  fitted  up 
a  shop  containing  a  full  series  of  standard  machines.  In  its  sup- 
plementary work  will  be  done  to  supply  shop  deficiencies. 
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Also  certain  shop  opportunities  can  be  anticipated  and  the  boy  be 
prepared  to  work  on  a  new  machine  in  advance  of  his  shop  transfer 
thereto.    In  other  ways,  which  are  obvious,  it  will  increase  efficiency. 

Application  Influenced  by  Part  Time. 

Want  of  continuity  in  the  course  exerts  an  influence  on  pupils. 
After  the  week  in  the  shop  the  boys  have  difficulty  in  picking  up  the 
school  end  when  they  return  the  following  Monday.  This  want  of 
attention  is  decidedly  noticeable  on  Monday  but  wears  off  during 
the  day,  and  is  not  in  evidence  the  remainder  of  the  week,  at  least 
not  in  such  form  as  can  be  charged  to  alternation  of  school  and  shop 
work. 

There  is,  however,  another  disturbing  factor  of  far  greater  in- 
fluence; nothing  less  than  a  complete  change  in  the  boy's  attitude 
towards  school  work.  In  the  shop  he  has  been  doing  something 
worth  while.  He  is  a  producer.  He  has  helped  to  create  great  ma- 
chines. In  school  he  now  sees  too  much  discussion,  too  much  aimless 
interpretation  and  repetition  of  what  other  people  know  and  do. 
It  lacks  purpose  from  his  view  point  and  he  is  not  in  sympathy  with 
much  of  it.  Of  course  the  remedy  for  this  attitude  is  to  better  cor- 
relate our  school  curricula  with  the  business  and  manufacturing  de- 
mands of  the  community. 

Prizes. 

The  Manufacturers'  Association,  as  last  year,  in  order  to  express 
its  interest  in  the  course  and  to  reward  efficiency,  presented  gold 
watches  to  five  members  of  the  graduating  class. 

Mr.  Henry  Small  several  years  ago  donated  to  the  school  district 
fl,200  for  the  encouragement  of  music  and  industrial  education  in 
the  schools.  One-half  the  interest  of  this  fund  was  awarded  to  -two 
boys  in  the  co-operative  course. 

The  amount  earned  in  the  shops  last  year,  by  pupils  from  June  1, 
1914  to  June  1,  1915,  in  round  numbers,  amounted  to  $10,000. 
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REPORTS  OF  PRINCIPALS  OF  STATE  NORMAL 

SCHOOLS 


FIRST  DISTRICT,  WEST  CHESTER. 


G.  M.  PHILIPS,  Principal. 


The  past  year  lias  been  in  many  respects,  the  most  successful  in 
the  school's  history.  The  total  attendance  of  students  in  the  Normal 
School  Department  during  the  year  was  1,038,  not  including  the 
Model  School  of  315  pupils.  The  advance  enrollment  of  students 
shows  that  the  school  will  open  with  an  attendance  of  about  75  more 
than  one  year  ago. 

The  school  graduated  in  June,  1915,  a  class  of  275.    Of  these: 

147  were  graduates  of  four  year  high  schools, 

48  were  graduates  of  three  year  high  schools, 

28  were  graduates  of  two  year  high  schools, 

6  were  graduates  of  academies, 

20  had  taken  partial  high   school  courses, 

9  had  taken  partial  academy  courses, 

5  had  taken  partial  college  courses. 

Their  average  age  at  graduation  was  20.77  years,  and  their  average 
attendance  at  the  Normal  School  was  2.54  years. 

At  this  writing  all  but  about  twenty  of  these  graduates  are  teach- 
ing, and  of  these  twenty,  several  are  at  college  and  some  are  tem- 
porarily kept  from  teaching  through  illness  at  their  homes. 

Nothing  connected  with  the  State  Normal  Schools  of  Pennsylvania 
is  more  striking  nor  indeed  more  gratifying  than  the  fact  that  gradu- 
ates of  these  schools  practically  all  teach,  and  a  large  proportion  of 
them  keep  on  teaching  for  many  years.  The  records  of  any  of  the 
State  Normal  Schools  will  show  that  in  no  direction  does  the  State 
receive  more  faithful  services  than  from  those  whose  education  it 
has  assisted  in  its  State  Normal  Schools. 

The  growth  of  the  school  has  compelled  the  trustees  to  add  two 
additional  teachers  to  its  faculty  which  now  includes  in  all  43  mem- 
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bers.  One  of  these  is  in  the  Department  of  Pedagogy  in  which  there 
are  in  all,  5  teachers  who  give  all  of  their  time  to  purely  pedagogical 
subjects,  and  a  number  of  others  who  give  part  of  their  time  to  this 
work.  The  other  of  these  two  is  in  the  Science  Department,  and  in 
the  natural  sciences  we  now  have  six  (6)  teachers  who  give  all  of 
their  time  to  this  department,  in  addition  to  several  others  who  give 
part  of  their  time  to  it.  These  additions  have  enabled  us  largely  to 
relieve  the  crowded  class  rooms  and  the  unduly  large  classes,  but 
we  are  feeling  the  pressure  for  room  both  in  our  chapel  and  in  our 
large  recitation  hall. 

About  four  years  ago  we  added  greatly  to  our  dormitory  aud  other 
capacity,  expecting  to  have  ample  room  to  take  care  of  all  our 
students  for  years,  but  this  year,  after  filling  our  large  dormitory, 
more  than  100  of  our  girls  will  be  obliged  to  live  with  private  fami- 
lies in  the  town. 

The  plan  of  having  professors  from  the  University  of  Pennsylvania 
give  college  courses  at  the  normal  school  has  been  in  successful  opera- 
tion for  the  past  year.  Four  of  the  leading  college  professors  have 
given  courses  in  the  History  of  Education,  Medieval  History,  Geo- 
graphy, and  Sociology.  More  than  130  of  the  students  took  a  total 
of  170  of  these  courses,  and  all  but  one  of  them  passed  the  university 
examinations  in  them  and  received  credit  towards  the  completion  of 
the  college  course  and  were  cataloged  as  students  of  the  university. 
This  plan  will  be  continued  during  the  coming  year  and  we  expect  it 
to  be  still  more  successful.  The  great  value  of  this  work  to  the 
school,  students,  and  to  the  cause  of  education  in  the  State,  cannot 
be  easily  overestimated. 

Our  faculty  carried  on  a  summer  school  for  six  weeks  with  an  at- 
tendance of  165  students.  Most  of  these  were  teachers  aiming  to 
secure  higher  grade  certificates.  Others  were  students  of  the  normal 
school  or  other  schools  who  were  making  up  conditions  or  getting 
advanced  credit  for  work  done.  Teachers  and  students  all  felt  that 
superior  work  was  done  and  that  the  school  filled  a  very  real  need. 

The  plan  of  sending  members  of  the  senior  class  to  neighboring 
rural  schools  for  observation  and  practice  was  continued  throughout 
the  year  with  excellent  success.  Four  one-room  township  schools 
were  used  for  this  purpose  with  the  consent  of  the  directors  and 
teachers  who  feel  that  their  schools  were  made  more  efficient  by  the 
assistance  of  these  young  people.  This  plan  will  be  continued  and 
extended  during  the  coming  year  and  we  expect  to  give  each  member 
of  the  graduating  class  who  has  not  himself  been  a  student  or 
teacher  in  a  rural  school,  an  opportunity  to  observe  and  assist  in  the 
work  of  such  schools. 

Besides  the  work  in  our  model  school  of  more  than  300  pupils,  a 
large  number  of  our  seniors  regularly  assisted  in  the  public  schools 
of  West  Chester,  almost  all  of  the  schools  now  being  available  for 
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this  purpose.  Besides  being  a  great  advantage  to  these  students,  this 
is  found  to  be  a  great  advantage  to  the  schools  and  nearly  all  of  the 
teachers  ask  for  such  assistance.  In  addition  to  this,  during  the 
past  year,  members  of  the  senior  class  went  daily  to  Dowingtown  and 
Kennett  Square,  assisting  in  the  schools  there  and  getting  valuable 
experience  and  practice  for  themselves. 

If  the  graduating  classes  of  the  State  Normal  Schools  continue  to 
increase,  as  they  should  and  I  believe  are  certain  to  do,  the  problem 
of  adequate  practice  facilities  will  grow  in  importance  and  the  State 
should  make  some  intelligent  provision  for  this  most  important  part 
of  the  training  of  its  future  teachers. 

During  the  past  year,  for  the  first  time,  the  normal  school  made 
systematic  provision  for  post-graduate  courses  in  education  for  its 
graduates  and  others,  by  prescribing  and  carrying  out  carefully 
planned  courses  in  educational  studies  and  reading.  Centers  of 
instruction  in  this  work  were  established,  regular  meetings  were  held 
and  extensive  and  valuable  work  accomplished.  Thirty  normal 
school  graduates  completed  the  course  and  after  a  careful  examina- 
tion by  the  State  Board  of  Education,  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Pedagogy.  This  work  as  now  done  here  is  generally  recognized  by 
the  leading  colleges  and  very  considerable  credit  is  given  for  it 
toward  the  completion  of  a  college  course. 

We  have  for  the  coming  year,  employed  an  assistant  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  Pedagogy  who  will  give  all  of  her  time  to  the  details  of  this 
work  under  the  direction  of  a  leading  teacher  in  the  department, 
and  we  anticipate  that  a  large  number  of  normal  school  graduates 
will  take  advantage  of  this  and  derive  great  value  from  it. 

During  the  year  the  school  and  the  cause  of  education  generally, 
met  with  a  serious  loss  in  the  death  of  Hugh  B.  Eastburn  in  Bucks 
county.  He  was  one  of  the  original  trustees  appointed  to  take  charge 
when  the  school  was  acquired  by  the  State,  and  had  been  from  the 
beginning  vice-president  of  the  board. 


SECOND  DISTRICT,  MILLEBSVILLE. 


P.  M.  HARBOLD,  Principal. 


On  Wednesday,  June  the  twenty-third,  exactly  one  hundred  regu- 
lar   Seniors    were   graduated    from    the   Millersville    State    Normal 
School.     Three  of  earlier  classes,  having  finished  the  work  of  the 
four-year  course,  were  granted  the  diploma  of  the  regular  normal 
25 
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course  in  force  since  1913.  Of  the  one  hundred  regular  graduates 
seventy-eight  are  women  and  twenty-two  men.  Taking  the  number 
of  regular  graduates  in  1914  as  the  base,  the  increase  this  year  over 
last  is  twenty- two  per  cent. 

The  average  age  of  the  class  of  1915  is  20.96  years,  which  makes  the 
average  .66  year  higher  than  the  average  age  of  the  class  of  1914. 
The  youngest  members  are  18  years. 


2  are  IS  years  of  age. 
11  are  19  years  of  age. 
36  are  20  years  of  age. 
29  are  21  years  of  age. 
11  are  22  years  of  age. 


4  are  23  years  of  age. 
2  are  24  years  of  age. 

2  are  25  years  of  age. 

3  are  26  years  of  age  or  older. 


The  average  time  of  attendance  at  the  Millersville  Normal  by  the 
class  of  1915  was  2.87  years;  by  the  class  of  1914,  2.325  years.  Of  the 
one  hundred  of  the  class  of  1915: 


34  attended  Normal  2        years. 

9  attended  Normal  2  1-6  years. 

2  attended  Normal  2  1-3  years. 

2  attended  Normal  2  2-3  years. 
22  attended  Normal  3        years. 

3  attended  Normal  3  1-6  years. 
2  attended  Normal  3  1-3  years. 
1  attended  Normal  3  1-2  vears. 


4  attended  Normal  3  2-3  years. 

12  attended  Normal  4        years. 

3  attended  Normal  4  1-6  years. 

2  attended  Normal  4  1-3  years. 

1  attended  Normal  4  1-2  years. 

1  attended  Normal  5        years. 

1  attended  Normal  5  1-3  years. 

1  attended  Normal  6        vears. 


Of  the  same  hundred: 

13  did  not  attend  high  school. 
4  attended  high  school  1  year. 
11  attended  high  school  2  years. 
28  attended  high  school  3  years. 
44  attended  high  school  4  years. 

Nearly  all  of  the  thirteen  who  did  not  attend  any  high  school  came 
to  Millersville  from  good  ungraded  rural  schools  in  which  they  re- 
ceived a  thorough  training  in  the  branches  of  the  elementary  school 
with  not  a  little  experience  in  algebra  and  civics. 

By  grouping  we  find  that  43  students  attended  normal  school  from 
2  to  2  1-6  years,  while  44  attended  high  school  4  years.  Similarly  we 
have  29  attending  normal  school  from  2  1-3  to  3  1-6  years,  while  28 
attend  high  school  3  years.  Taking  the  13  who  did  not  attend  high 
school  from  the  remaining  group,  we  have  15  who  attended  normal 
school  from  3  1-3  to  4  years  after  attending  high  school  2  years,  ex- 
cepting the  four  who  attended  high  school  only  one  year. 
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It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  that  it  requires  six  years  of  study 
and  training  beyond  the  elementary  school  for  graduation  from  the 
Millersville  Normal  School.  No  doubt  these  figures  can  be  duplicated 
in  every  normal  school  in  Pennsylvania. 

This  leads  to  a  more  important  consideration.  Why  not  arrange 
the  course  of  study  so  that  graduates  from  city  and  first  class  borough 
and  township  high  schools  who  can  offer  fifteen  college  entrance  units, 
be  offered  a  two-year  course  of  study  consisting  mainly  of  profes- 
sional work?  Graduates  of  second  and  third  class  high  schools 
should  be  allowed  and  required  to  make  up  their  deficiencies  before 
entering  upon  the  work  of  the  two-year  course.  This  matter  has  re- 
ceived considerable  attention  in  the  form  of  academic  discussion.  The 
time  is  here  for  action.  This  course  is  necessary  in  fairness  to  stu- 
dents and  graduates  of  normal  school. 

The  enrollment  for  the  school  year  1914-1915  is  as  follows: 

Post  graduates,  15 

Seniors,    105 

Juniors,   157 

Sophomores,    140 

Freshmen,   108 

Preparatory,     20 

Special  music  students,  13 

Model  School: 

High  school,  45 

Grammar  school, 92 

Primary   school,    102 

Kindergarten,     27 

266 

Summer  school  enrollment,   179 

Enrollment  during  week  of  methods, 149 

Dr.  Daniel  Fleisher,  Superintendent  of  Lancaster  county,  con- 
ducted a  week  of  methods  at  the  Millersville  Normal,  from  August 
23d  to  28th.  This  seemed  like  a  new  but  very  valuable  use  of  the  nor- 
mal school  plant.  During  the  school  year  which  just  closed  the 
Millersville  Normal  School  was  open  47  weeks.  It  should  be  open  all 
year. 

We  are  compelled  to  report  the  death  of  Harry  M.  Mayer  of 
Kohrerstown,  on  May  26,  1914.  Mr.  Mayer  was  one  of  our  most  valu- 
able trustees.  He  was  elected  in  1879,  and  served  continuously  to  his 
death.  For  many  years  Mr.  Mayer  was  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Instruction  and  Discipline.  We  all  miss  Mr.  Mayer's  regular  visits 
to  the  school  as  well  as  his  encouraging  words. 

25—7—1915 
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THIRD  DISTRICT,  KUTZTOWN. 


A.  C.  ROTHERMEL,   Principal. 


In  September,  1914  we  opened  school  with  a  marked  increase  in  at- 
tendance. This,  I  think,  is  indicative  of  the  fact  that  the  new  four 
years'  course  is  meeting  with  popular  approval.  At  any  rate,  school 
men  see  the  justification  for  the  lengthened  normal  course  and  they 
are  the  ones  who,  in  large  measure,  create  the  educational  sentiment 
in  the  community. 

During  the  year  our  new  library  building  was  completed,  equipped 
and  a  librarian  elected.  She  assumed  her  duties  toward  the  close  of 
the  year.  This  building  is  by  far  the  finest  structure  on  the  grounds 
and  reflects  great  credit  on  those  who  were  instrumental  in  its  erec 
tion. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  our  new  domestic  science  department, 
installed  during  the  summer,  was  opened  to  the  girls  of  the  senior 
class.  The  equipment  for  domestic  science  work  is  of  a  high  order 
and  the  teacher,  Miss  Bull,  is  enthusiastic  iu  the  work.  She  com- 
municates her  spirit  of  enthusiasm  to  the  students  who  are  taking  the 
course.  My  highest  expectations  for  this  department  have  been 
realized.  All  the  girls  in  last  year's  class  spoke  highly  of  the  work 
and  considered  the  department  of  domestic  science  the  most  attrac- 
tive in  the  entire  course. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  the  town  celebrated  the  hundredth  anniver- 
sary of  its  incorporation  as  a  borough  with  a  seven  days  program. 
The  centennial  program  was  opened  in  the  normal  school  chapel.  A 
large  gathering  of  intelligent  citizens  of  the  community  and  former 
residents,  living  in  different  parts  of  the  world,  as  well  as  former 
students,  who  attended  the  school  during  the  early  days,  greeted  the 
speakers  on  Thursday  morning,  July  1st.  Among  the  speakers  on 
that  occasion  were  Rev.  G.  B.  Smith,  pastor  of  St.  Paul's  Reformed 
Church,  Kutztown  and  Hon.  Arthur  G.  Dewalt,  '75,  member  of  Con- 
gress from  this  district.  Dr.  H.  W.  Saul,  '89  was  president  of  the  as- 
sociation and  introduced  each  speaker  in  his  inimitable  way.  In  the 
afternoon  of  the  same  day  alumni  of  the  normal  school,  under  the 
direction  of  Miss  Lillian  Bull,  dramatized  Prof.  H.  W.  Sharadin's 
picture  "Education."  This  was  done  in  a  masterly  way  and  reflected 
great  credit  on  Miss  Bull  and  the  alumni  who  represented  the  differ- 
ent characters  in  the  picture. 
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On  the  9th  of  May  the  school  children  of  Berks  county  held  their 
fourth  annual  Field  Day  Exercises.  The  day  was  ideal  and  brought 
large  numbers  of  children,  teachers  and  jiarents  from  all  parts  of 
the  county  to  the  normal  school  grounds.  The  literary  and  play 
programs  rendered  were  of  a  high  order,  and  the  interest  manifested 
in  this  field  day  program  was  greater  than  ever.  Superintendent 
Rapp  has  a  genius  for  working  out  field  day  programs  and  he  has 
also  been  extremely  fortunate  in  having  had  each  year  capable,  and 
willing  leaders  to  assist  him  in  carrying  out  his  plans  and  ideals.  In 
the  field  day  programs  the  model  school  children  and  students  of  the 
normal  school  took  a  prominent  part.  The  school  children  and  the 
public  at  large  speak  in  the  highest  terms  of  the  field  day  exercises, 
and  the  spirit  of  field  day  is  reaching  into  every  school  in  the  county. 


FOURTH  DISTRICT,  STROUDSBURG. 


E.  L.  KEMP,  Principal. 


The  attendance  during  the  past  year  has  been  encouraging.  It  was 
much  larger  than  the  year  before,  showing  that  we  are  recovering 
from  the  loss  of  patronage  due  to  the  change  in  the  course  of  study. 
One  feature  of  the  increase  alone  is  discomforting.  In  order  to 
secure  it,  we  were  obliged  to  make  a  close  canvass  of  our  district, 
because  of  the  efforts  made  by  the  personal  agents  of  other  schools  to 
gather  students  here.  This  would  not  be  a  matter  of  serious  concern 
to  us  if  it  were  not  for  the  fact  that  this  rivalry  for  patronage  is  due 
to  lack  of  financial  support  and,  therefore,  becomes  so  eager  as  to 
compel  much  sacrifice  of  ideals  and  leads  to  many  violations  of  the 
rules  governing  the  course  of  study  and  graduation.  The  general  ef- 
fect is  the  lowering  of  our  standard  and  the  lessening  of  the  respect 
of  thoughtful  people  for  the  whole  system. 

We  had  experiences  this  year  that  challenge  the  thoughtful  atten- 
tion of  all  of  us  who  are  interested  in  the  normal  schools  of  the 
State.  We  received  a  request  to  furnish  a  teacher  of  Spanish  for  the 
seventh  grade,  and  by  a  strange  coincidence,  about  the  same  time  we 
received  a  request  to  organize  classes  in  Spanish.  The  request  to 
organize  at  least  one  class  in  Spanish  was  of  such  character  that  we 
immediately  planned  for  the  teaching  of  the  language  for  the  coming 
year.    This  naturally  suggests  the  question  whether  Spanish  should, 
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or  should  not  be  given  standing  in  the  course  of  study  on  a  par  with 
French  or  German.  One  objection  to  placing  it  there  is  that  it  would 
entail  a  disproportionately  large  expense,  because  classes  would  be 
almost  necessarily  small,  and  the  teachers  who  know  Spanish  are  very 
few.  While  in  many  respects  the  Spanish  language  can  offer  us  very 
little  as  compared  with  the  German  or  French,  the  immediate  prac- 
tical demand  for  the  knowledge  of  it  is  much  greater.  To  this  de- 
mand there  are  two  phases.  One  is  commercial,  that  is  now  very 
generally  recognized,  inasmuch  as  our  relationships  with  Spanish 
speaking  countries  are  now  so  close  and  are  rapidly  growing  closer, 
there  is  much  need  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Spanish  language.  It  is 
almost  impossible  for  our  manufacturers  and  merchants  to  develop 
business  with  the  Spanish  speaking  countries  without  clerks  and 
agents  who  can  use  the  language  freely.  The  other  phase  of  this  de- 
mand is  not  so  generally  recognized.  Because  of  our  interest  in  the 
Phillipine  Islands  and  Porto  Eico,  we  send  a  great  many  teachers  to 
these  countries  to  develop  the  school  work  there.  It  is  certainly  de- 
sirable that  the  young  people  who  go  there  to  teach  should  know  the 
language,  not  only  for  the  sake  of  business  intercourse,  but  for  the 
sake  of  the  sympathetic  relationship  which  is  necessary  for  successful 
teaching. 

This  year  the  stockholders  of  our  school  aligned  themselves  with 
those  who  are  willing  to  surrender  their  financial  interest  in  the 
normal  schools.  At  a  meeting  held  in  the  normal  school  in  April  they 
decided  to  offer  the  school  to  the  'State  Board  of  Education.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  the  transfer  will  be  made  early.  Now  that  the  policy 
of  the  State  purchase  has  been  adopted,  the  sooner  it  is  carried  into 
effect  and  the  whole  system  organized,  the  better  it  will  be  for  the 
school  work  of  the  State. 


FIFTH  DISTRICT,  MANSFIELD. 


WM.  R.  STRAUGHN,  Principal. 


Mansfield  State  Normal  School  steadily  increased  in  size  during 
the  past  school  year  until  we  were  not  able  to  take  care  of  all  of  the 
students  during  the  Spring  Term.  We  made  a  special  effort  during 
the  Spring  Term  to  provide  for  many  of  the  district  teachers  who  have 
not  been  able  to  take  the  regular  course  at  Mansfield,  but  came  in 
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time  to  take  some  special  review  subjects  and  some  studies  in  Peda- 
gogy. During  the  summer  we  saw  that  we  were  going  to  have  an  un- 
usually large  attendance;  in  fact  we  soon  learned  that  we  would  not 
be  able  to  provide  for  all  of  the  students  either  in  the  boys'  or  in  the 
girls'  building.  The  coming  Fall  Term  will  open  with  the  largest 
attendance  in  the  history  of  the  school. 

Many  improvements  were  made  during  the  year.  We  found  that  it 
was  necessary  to  purchase  additional  property  for  the  accommodation 
of  our  students,  and  we  were  able  to  acquire  a  very  valuable  piece  of 
land  immediately  joining  the  normal  school  grounds  on  the  north. 
This  now  gives  us  control  of  nearly  all  of  the  property  immediately 
surrounding  the  main  buildings. 

The  new  model  school  was  occupied  during  the  entire  school  year, 
with  an  attendance  of  borough  and  township  pupils  of  nearly  four 
hundred.  This  afforded  us  the  opportunity  to  train  our  seniors  in 
classes  of  average  size  such  as  will  be  found  in  graded  and  ungraded 
schools.  We  felt,  however,  that  something  should  be  done  to  train 
the  teachers  more  specifically  in  rural  methods,  both  by  observation 
and  experience.  Accordingly  we  have  entered  into  an  agreement  with 
the  Richmond  Township  School  Board  by  which  we  have  acquired  a 
rural  school  located  about  four  miles  from  the  normal  school.  This 
is  in  a  typical  rural  district,  with  about  twenty-five  pupils.  The 
township  school  board  furnishes  the  material  and  supervising  teacher. 
We  keep  the  building  and  grounds  in  repairs  and  have  agreed  to  place 
this  school  house  and  grounds  in  such  conditions  as  a  model  rural 
school  should  be.  We  have  practically  reconstructed  the  building 
and  replanned  the  grounds.  We  have  removed  the  unsightly  out- 
houses, and  have  installed  a  chemical  sewage  disposal  system.  Small 
groups  of  seniors  will  be  sent  to  this  school  daily  for  observation  and 
practise  under  an  experienced  rural  supervisor. 


SIXTH  DISTRICT,  BLOOMSBURG. 


D.  J.  WALLER,  JR.,  Principal. 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  the  written  annual 
report  of  this  school  for  the  past  year. 

The  attendance,  which  fell  off  for  a  time  after  the  course  of  study 
was  extended  to  four  years,  increased  steadily  and  for  the  year  past 
was  as  large  as  usual. 
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The  health  of  the  students  as  a  body  was  uniformly  good,  in  very 
many  instances  better  than  when  the  student  was  at  home.  The  moral 
tone  was  greatly  strengthened  by  an  evangelistic  campaign  carried  on 
for  about  six  weeks  in  the  town.  Deep  interest  in  the  services  was 
taken  by  most  of  the  students  in  the  few  evenings  they  were  able  to 
attend,  and  a  higher  standard  of  Christian  living  was  the  result. 

Of  the  graduating  class  there  were  but  six  that  were  not  members 
of  some  Christian  church. 

The"  school  sustained  a  grevious  loss  in  the  death  of  Prof.  Jos.  H. 
Dennis,  professor  of  languages,  and  director  of  the  college  preparatory 
department.  A  son  of  New  England,  a  graduate  of  Haverford,  a  mem- 
ber of  a  family  of  literary  tastes  land  culture,  a  man  of  exact 
scholarship  and  of  versatile  ability,  a  member  of  the  faculty  for 
twenty-two  years  whose  energies  were  loyally  and  unremittingly 
exercised  in  behalf  of  the  school,  he  is  sadly  missed. 

The  graduating  class  presented  the  school  with  a  fund  to  be  used 
in  providing  an  infirmary  at  a  safe  distance  from  all  other  school 
buildings  for  persons  having  contagious  diseases  not  infrequently 
brought  from  the  communities  in  which  students  have  been  living.  A 
very  comfortable  and  commodious  as  well  as  attractive  building  has, 
in  consequence,  been  provided  for  the  purpose. 

The  varied  forms  of  a  wholesome  scliool  life  beside  that  of  the  class- 
room, have  been  in  a  healthy  state.  Without  allowing  them  to  impair 
the  interest  of  the  studies  that  constitute  the  chief  interest,  athletic, 
literary,  Christian,  scientific  and  other  causes  have  been  well  sus- 
tained. 


SEVENTH  DISTRICT,  SHIPPENSBURG. 


EZRA  LEHMAN,   Principal. 


The  school  year  just  closed  has  been  a  decidedly  satisfactory  one  to 
the  management  of  this  school. 

The  attendance  which  fell  off  considerably  when  the  four  year 
course  was  introduced,  showed  a  remarkable  growth  during  the  year, 
as  the  registration  was  fifty  per  cent,  in  advance  of  that  of  last  year. 
To  accomodate  the  boarding  students,  it  was  necessary  to  remodel 
and  refurnish  twenty n'five  rooms  in  the  administration  building. 
These  had  not  been  used  for  a  number  of  years. 

We  are  specially  glad  to  report  that  we  are  occupying  our  new 
model  school  building.     It  is  a  large  building  with  ten  class  rooms, 
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finely  lighted  and  well  equipped.  It  has  an  auditorium  capable 
of  seating  250  persons.  It  is  also  provided  with  supply  rooms,  offices 
and  a  large  library  room.  The  basement  is  supplied  with  lavatories 
and  a  large  play  room  which  will  be  equipped  with  games  for  the 
children.  The  building  was  dedicated  with  appropriate  exercises  on 
May  14.  Dr.  N.  C.  Shhaeffer  delivered  the  principal  address,  and 
Superintendent  Greene  of  Cumberland,  Smith  of  Franklin,  and  Wag- 
ner of  Carlisle  spoke  briefly. 

The  removal  of  the  model  school  from  the  administration  building 
gave  much  needed  room  for  class  room  purposes.  Almost  as  promptly 
as  the  former  model  school  rooms  were  vacated,  work  was  begun  upon 
a  new  biological  laboratory.  This  is  nearly  completed  and  will  be 
ready  for  use  at  the  opening  of  the  fall  term.  It  will  contain 
all  modern  equipment  necessary  to  a  first  class  laboratory. 

The  entire  administration  building  is  being  renovated.  The  class 
rooms  have  been  repainted  and  refurnished  with  new  and  attractive 
furniture.  We  are  glad  to  say  that  our  material  equipment  is  in 
first  rate  condition. 

Our  faculty  has  been  greatly  strengthened  during  the  past  year  by 
the  addition  of  Miss  Blanche  A.  Corwin  of  Altmar,  N.  Y.,  a  graduate 
of  Cornell  University.  Miss  Corwin  has  been  a  close  student  of 
agricultural  affairs  and  has  given  much  attention  to  the  work  of 
women  in  the  country.  She  has  succeeded  in  arousing  a  great  deal 
of  interest  in  her  subject,  and  the  results  have  been  far  in  advance 
of  our  most  sanguine  expectations.  Miss  Margaret  Stroh  of  Sunbury, 
a  graduate  of  Susquehanna  University  and  the  King  School  of  Oratory, 
has  taken  charge  of  our  department  of  reading  and  elocution.  Miss 
Stroh  is  a  teacher  of  much  experience  and  has  already  made  herself 
felt  as  an  influence  in  our  school. 

During  the  past  year  the  principal  visited  a  number  of  ungraded 
rural  schools  with  the  superintendents  of  the  districts.  It  is  our 
purpose  to  come  into  as  close  contact  with  the  actual  needs  of  the 
community  as  possible.  In  furtherance  of  this  plan  it  is  the  purpose 
of  the  principal  and  faculty  to  take  a  very  active  part  in  all  the 
social  interests  of  the  community.  Members  of  the  faculty  have 
offered  their  services  to  superintendents,  principals  and  teachers 
for  educational  meetings,  high  school  commencements,  farmer's  in- 
stitutes, round  table  conferences,  etc.  Our  purpose  is  to  make  our 
school  a  real  social  center  from  which  shall  radiate  a  healthful  in- 
fluence. We  appreciate  very  much  the  co-operation  of  county  super- 
intendents and  teachers  in  carrying  out  our  plans  for  the  school.  The 
principal  during  the  past  year  addressed  twelve  county  and  city  in- 
stitutes and  will  probably  address  a  still  larger  number  this  season. 

It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  our  prospects  for  next  year  indicate 
the  largest  enrollment  in  the  history  of  the  school. 
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EIGHTH  DISTRICT,  LOCK  HAVEN. 


CHAS.  LOSE,   Principal. 


The  Central  State  Normal  School  held  its  thirty-eighth  annual 
commencement  on  June  23,  1915.  Sixty-nine  students  in  the  regular 
normal  course  and  thirteen  students  in  special  courses  were  gradu- 
ated. The  junior  class,  including  the  students  in  special  courses, 
numbered  nearly  one  hundred  for  the  year. 

During  the  year  the  work  of  the  regular  normal  course  was  supple- 
mented by  demonstrations  of  several  systems  of  teaching  reading 
and  methods  of  teaching  nature  study  and  agriculture;  by  series 
of  lectures  on  country -life  conditions,  methods  of  teaching  arithmetic, 
school  sanitation  and  hygiene,  school  administration,  etc.;  and  by 
special  lessons  and  lectures  in  methods  of  teaching  public  school 
music,  hand  work,  physical  training,  etc.  This  work  was  all  done 
with  the  view  to  preparing  the  students  for  more  efficient  public 
school  teaching. 

The  model  school  enrolled  one  hundred  eighty  pupils,  quite  evenly 
distributed  among  the  ten  grades,  beginning  with  the  kindergarten 
and  ending  with  the  ninth  grade.  Twenty-three  pupils  were  promoted 
from  the  model  school  to  the  freshman  class  of  the  Normal  school. 
Each  member  of  the  senior  class  of  the  Normal  school  taught  daily 
one  period,  and  sometimes  two  periods,  in  the  model  school.  The 
programme  of  the  practice  teaching  of  the  students  was  changed  from 
time  to  time  in  order  that  they  might  be  tried  on  as  great  a  variety 
of  teaching  as  possible.  The  model  school  with  some  outside  graded 
and  ungraded  schools  was  also  used  freely  for  observation  purposes 
by  members  of  the  junior  and  the  senior  classes.  The  practice  teach- 
ing as  well  as  the  observation  work  was  directed  and  managed  in  such 
a  way  as  to  secure  most  satisfactory  results  among  the  students  of 
the  Normal  school,  and  at  the  same  time  insure  steady  and  systematic 
progress  among  the  pupils  of  the  model  school. 

The  board  of  trustees  near  the  close  of  the  year  contracted  to 
remodel  the  heating  plant  of  the  school  at  a  cost  of  twelve  thousand 
dollars;  supply  new  beds,  springs,  matresses,  and  some  other  fur- 
nishing for  students'  rooms  at  a  cost  of  about  three  thousand  dollars ; 
and  improve  the  athletic  field  at  a  cost  of  one  thousand  dollars. 
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These  improvements  with  some  other  minor  repairs  that  will  be  made 
will  place  the  buildings  and  grounds  in  good  condition.  The  remodel- 
ing of  the  heating  plant  will  make  available  a  number  of  students' 
rooms  that  formerly  could  not  be  occupied  because  of  a  lack  of  heat. 
This  work  will  all  be  done  with  funds  that  the  school  now  has  on 
hand. 


NINTH  DISTRICT,  INDIANA. 


JAMES  E.  AMENT,  Principal. 


By  the  death  of  Justice  John  P.  Elkin,  this  school  has  just  been 
called  upon  to  bear  what  seems  to  be  the  greatest  loss  in  its  history. 
Judge  Elkin  was  a  member  of  our  board  for  many  years,  first  taking 
his  seat  in  1886.  He  brought  the  best  judgment  to  bear  upon  all 
questions  pertaining  to  the  interests  of  the  school.  He  was  a  man 
of  great  vision,  and  always  had  the  courage  to  stand  by  his  convic- 
tions. He  endeared  himself  to  the  hearts  of  thousands,  but  especially 
to  those  of  us  who  knew  him  best.    He  will  be  sadly  missed. 

The  total  enrollment  in  the  Indiana  Normal  school  for  the  year 
1914-15  was  1,518,  the  largest  enrollment  in  the  history  of  the  school. 
Of  this  number,  1,247  were  students  in  the  Normal  school,  or  in  the 
school  of  music,  or  in  the  school  of  business,  while  271  were  grade 
children  in  the  training  school.  The  new  school  year  opened,  Septem- 
ber 14th,  and  our  present  enrollment,  not  counting  the  children  in 
the  training  school,  1,020 — the  largest  term  enrollment  ever  enjoyed 
by  this  institution. 

In  my  report  of  a  year  ago  I  mentioned  that  we  were  building 
an  addition  to  our  girls'  dormitory.  That  addition  was  completed 
and  opened  for  girls  at  the  opening  of  the  winter  term  in  January, 
1915.  It  was  immediately  filled.  At  the  present  time  the  trustees 
are  engaged  in  building  another  addition  to  our  old  main  building, 
somewhat  larger  than  the  addition  we  built  a  year  ago.  The  first 
floor  of  this  addition  will  be  occupied  as  a  library,  and  will  give  us 
about  50  per  cent,  more  room  for  our  library  work  than  we  now  have. 
The  old  library  will  be  cut  up  into  rooms  for  girls.  This  new  addi- 
tion will  provide  rooms  for  girls  on  the  second,  third  and  fourth 
floors,  and  we  shall  be  able  to  take  care  of  about  seventy  more  girls 
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because  of  this  building.  These  rooms  will  not  be  surpassed  for 
comfort  and  convenience  by  rooms  provided  for  girls  in  any  school 
with  which  I  am  acquainted. 

There  is  a  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  trustees  of  the  school  that  we 
shall  not  provide  additional  room  in  the  near  future  for  girls,  because, 
in  our  opinion,  the  school  now  has  all  the  girls  that  it  can  well  take 
care  of.  It  is  not  unlikely,  however,  that  we  shall  provide  some 
additional  room  next  year  for  boys. 

During  the  past  summer  we  enlarged  our  general  dining  room  so 
as  to  accommodate  some  seventy-five  or  eighty  more  students.  At 
the  same  time  we  had  the  dining  room  beautifully  refinished  and 
decorated,  and  it  now  presents  a  very  creditable  appearance  indeed. 

We  held  our  commencement  this  year  on  the  30th  of  June,  and 
graduated,  from  the  regular  four-year  course,  217.  Two  hundred 
fifty-three  juniors  took  the  state  board  examination,  June  25th, 
and  practically  all  members  of  this  class  are  now  enrolled  in  the 
institution,  as  seniors,  besides  others  who  have  done  their  past  work 
in  other  State  Normal  schools. 

It  is  our  feeling  that  last  year  was,  in  every  way,  a  prosperous 
and  successful  year.  The  present  year,  however,  promises  to  be  even 
better. 

I  regret  to  report  the  resignation  of  Professor  IE.  E.  Cogswell,  who 
had  charge  of  our  music  during  the  past  nine  years.  Mr.  Cogswell 
left  Indiana  to  accept  the  supervisor-ship  of  music  in  the  public 
schools  of  Washington,  D.  C.  After  a  careful  canvass  of  the  available 
candidates,  Mr.  Eexford  D.  Colburn,  of  Marcellus,  N.  Y.,  was  elected 
to  take  Mr.  Cogswell's  place  at  Indiana.  Mr.  Colburn  is  a  young 
man,  but  he  is  a  university  graduate  and  is  also  a  graduate  of  the 
school  of  music  connected  with  Syracuse  University.  While  his  ex- 
perience, as  a  teacher,  has  been  limited,  it  has  been  highly  successful. 
It  is  the  belief  of  our  people  that  he  is  going  to  prove  a  valuable 
man  and  be  able  to  carry  on  the  work  he  has  undertaken  in  a  thorough- 
ly satisfactory  manner. 

I  also  regret  to  report  the  resignation  of  our  very  efficient  and 
popular  registrar,  Mr.  Ernest  B.  Race,  who  has  served  the  school 
in  that  capacity  for  the  past  seven  years.  Mr.  A.  E.  Kinsley,  for 
seven  years  principal  of  our  school  of  business,  has  assumed  the  duties 
of  registrar. 

There  were  several  minor  changes  in  our  faculty,  but  in  the  main, 
our  forces,  with  the  exceptions  noted,  remain  about  as  they  were  a 
year  ago. 

We  feel  that  Indiana  is  doing  satisfactorily  the  work  for  which  it 
was  established,  and  is  annually  providing  its  share  of  well-trained 
young  teachers  for  the  public  schools. 
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TENTH  DISTRICT,   CALIFORNIA. 


WALTER  S.  HERTZOG,    Principal. 


The  school  year  closing  July  1,  1015  has  been  one  of  the  most 
prosperous  in  the  history  of  this  institution.  The  attendance  has 
recovered  from  the  revised  course  of  study  and  reached  a  grand  total 
in  the  normal  department  of  647.  In  addition  to  this  large  number 
there  was  an  enrollment  of  about  160  in  the  training  school.  The 
problem  of  sufficient  pupils  for  the  model  school  has  been  solved 
without  friction.  At  the  present  time  there  is  a  large  waiting  list 
of  students  anxious  to  enroll  in  that  school.  This  enrollment  is  next 
to  the  largest  in  the  entire  history  of  the  school,  and  if  the  young 
people  who  attended  the  high  school,  now  organized  in  the  town,  had 
been  in  the  normal  as  in  the  old  days  when  all  the  public  school 
students  attended,  all  records  would  have  been  broken. 

Before  the  year's  work  began,  Mrs.  Mary  G.  Noss,  who  has  long 
been  connected  with  the  school  in  varied  capacities,  resigned  as  vice- 
principal  and  removed  to  Athens,  Ohio.  She  had  earned  her  retire- 
ment from  the  profession  and  her  presence  will  be  sadly  missed. 

On  March  16th,  1915,  the  school  celebrated  the  50th  anniversary 
of  the  granting  of  its  charter.  Three  notable  addresses  were  de- 
livered upon  that  occasion.  Dr.  S.  B.  McCormick,  Chancellor  of  the 
University  of  Pittsburgh,  spoke  upon  "Educational  Progress  in  Penn- 
sylvania." Dr.  F.  W.  Hinitt,  President  of  W.  and  J.,  spoke  on  "The 
Mission  of  the  Teacher,"  Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  Secretary  State  Board 
of  Education,  delivered  an  address  on  "The  Making  of  a  Life."  A 
half-holiday  was  celebrated  in  honor  of  this  event.  The  venerable 
L.  W.  Morgan  of  California  a  member  of  the  charter  committee  and 
first  president  of  the  board  of  trustees,  also  G.  G.  Hertzog,  secertary 
of  the  board  for  40  years  were  present  on  this  occasion.  The  second 
annual  conference  of  principals  and  superintendents  in  southwestern 
Pennsylvania  was  conducted  under  the  auspices  of  the  Normal  school 
during  the  winter  term.  This  has  become  an  annual  feature  and  is 
productive  of  much  good  in  the  district.  This  year  at  the  regular 
May  festival  it  was  decided  by  the  board  of  trustees  to  invite  the 
seniors  of  more  than  25  high  schools  in  our  vicinity  to  be  present  and 
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enjoy  the  hospitality  of  the  institution.  Owing  to  bad  weather  this 
plan  was  somewhat  interfered  with,  but  a  large  number  of  guests 
were  present  when  the  beautiful  exercises  were  given  on  the  campus. 

At  the  commencement  exercises  123  young  people  graduated  in 
the  regular  four-year  course,  8  students  finished  the  two-year  com- 
mercial course,  2  graduated  in  elocution,  and  4  in  vocal  music.  The 
junior  class  contributed  a  notable  event  in  commencement  week  by 
the  rendition  of  Sullivan  &  Gilbert's  Opera  "Pinafore"  under  the 
direction  of  Professor  Charles  A.  Dobson.  The  commencement  ad- 
dress was  delivered  by  Supt.  William  Davidson  of  the  Pittsburgh 
schools,  who  spoke  on  the  subject  'The  Human  Touch  in  Teaching." 
The  commencement  exercises  were  of  a  uniformly  high  order,  and 
the  year  closed  is  one  which  has  given  satisfaction  to  the  board  of 
trustees  and  the  faculty.  Financially,  the  year  was  most  successful. 
Plans  have  been  made  to  make  improvements  to  the  amount  of  five 
or  six  thousand  dollars.  The  last  Legislature  appropriated  f  35,000.00 
to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  debts  assumed  by  the  State  when  the 
institution  was  purchased  a  year  ago.  For  the  coming  year  the 
faculty  has  been  increased  and  strengthened,  and  the  prospects  for 
a  large  attendance  were  never  brighter. 


ELEVENTH  DISTRICT,  SLIPPERY  ROCK. 


ALBERT  E.  MALTBY,  Principal. 


It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  report  a  year  of  growth  and  prosperity 
for  the  normal  school  of  the  eleventh  district.  Our  total  enrollment 
eight  hundred  and  forty-four,  was  eighty-nine  greater  than  that  of 
last  year,  showing  a  very  satisfactory  increase.  The  graduating 
class  was  eight-eight,  and  the  number  admitted  to  the  senior  class 
was  one  hundred  and  sixteen.  Although  numbers  do  not  constitute 
the  only  means  of  measuring  the  success  of  a  school,  they  indicate 
in  some  measure  the  degree  to  which  the  popular  demand  is  met. 

The  trustees  of  the  school  devote  much  time  and  thought  to  its 
material  interests,  and  their  management  has  given  it  good  financial 
standing  in  the  community  and  in  the  State. 

The  model  school  is  one  of  the  strongest  features  of  our  professional 
department.     The  practice  school  should  be,  indeed,  the  distinctive 
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feature  of  a  State  normal  school.  In  furtherance  of  this  condition 
the  officers  of  the  State  normal  school  have  entered  into  such  rela- 
tions with  the  school  directors  as  practically  make  the  model  school 
a  true  town  school  under  the  direction  of  an  efficient  superintendent 
and  his  assistants.  This  relation  between  the  schools  is  in  all  re- 
spects the  best  one,  and  results  are  reached  scarcely  attainable  under 
other  conditions.  The  kindergarten  established  in  connection  with 
the  public  school  adds  much  to  the  efficiency  of  the  practice  school, 
since  the  spirit  of  the  kindergarten  work  in  large  measure  prevades 
the  school.  The  members  of  the  senior  class  practice  at  least  twenty- 
one  weeks,  each  student  teaching  one  class  daily.  Seniors  are  often 
placed  in  charge  of  several  grades  at  one  time,  teaching  one  class 
while  the  other  grades  are  preparing  lessons  or  are  engaged  upon 
other  work  of  the  school  room. 

The  department  of  domestic  science  has  been  very  successful  under 
the  management  of  Miss  Gladys  Jones,  and  the  work  has  become  very 
popular  among  the  students.  The  work  has  been  extended  in  such 
manner  as  to  offer  its  opportunities  for  practice  in  household  econo- 
mics to  the  pupils  in  the  model  school. 


TWELFTH  DISTRICT,  EDINBORO. 


FRANK  E.  BAKER,    Principal. 


1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  brief  report  of  the  Edin- 
boro  State  Normal  School  of  the  twelfth  normal  school  district  for 
the  year  1914-15:  The  first  year  under  State  ownership  has  been  most 
satisfactory  in  every  respect.  The  able  board  of  trustees  appointed 
by  the  State  Board  of  Education  has  administered  the  affairs  of 
the  school  wisely  and  well.  Under  the  able  management  of  Mr.  De- 
Forest  Bowman,  registrar,  the  finances  of  the  school  have  been  put 
on  a  sound  business  basis. 

The  total  attendance  for  the  year  was  five  hundred  and  twelve. 
The  total  number  of  graduates  in  the  various  departments  was  as 
follows.  Normal  course,  ninety;  commercial  course,  nine;  special 
course  in  domestic  science,  one;  special  course  in  manual  training, 
nine;    music,  three;  oratory,  three;  college  preparatory,  one. 

An  attempt  has  been  made  during  the  past  year  to  differentiate 
the  work  in  the  regular  normal  course  so  as  to  enable  students  to 
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prepare  definitely  for  the  grade  of  teaching  they  expect  to  take  up, 
primary,  grammar  grade,  high  school,  or  rural  school.  No  great 
progress  was  accomplished,  but  a  start  has  been  made. 

In  the  preparation  of  teachers  for  rural  schools,  we  have  been 
handicapped  by  the  lack  of  a  rural  practice  school.  This  need  will 
be  remedied  next  year  by  an  arrangement  which  the  board  of  trustees 
of  this  school  has  been  able  to  make  with  the  trustees  of  Venango 
township,  in  Crawford  county,  whereby  the  normal  school  will  be 
allowed  to  use  the  Torry  school  in  that  township  as  a  model  rural 
school. 

During  the  present  summer  many  needed  improvements  are  being 
made  on  the  grounds  and  buildings.  The  board  expects  to  spend 
nearly  twenty  thousand  dollars  in  these  improvements. 


THIRTEENTH  DISTRICT,  CLARION. 


AMOS  P.    REESE,   Principal. 


The  twenty-eighth  year  of  the  Clarion  Normal  School  came  to  a 
successful  close  on  June  23, 1915.  Commencement  exercises  were  held 
in  the  auditorium  and  Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  Secretary  of  the  State 
Board  of  Education,  was  the  speaker  of  the  day.  His  address  was 
preceded  by  three  orations  delivered  by  members  of  the  graduating 
class,  who  were  chosen  because  of  their  high  scholastic  standing. 
Diplomas  were  awarded  to  fifty-five  graduates,  and  certificates  of  grad- 
uation were  given  to  two  young  women  in  the  music  department. 
One  hundred  sixteen  former  graduates  received  their  permanent 
diplomas,  having  successfully  taught  two  years  in  the  public  schools 
of  the  State. 

The  fall  term  opened  with  an  enrollment  of  about  the  same  number- 
as  one  year  ago  and  a  spirit  of  good  fellowship,  which  has  become 
known  throughout  the  district  as  the  "Clarion  spirit"  pervaded  the 
school. 

In  the  winter  term  there  was  a  considerable  increase  in  the  student 
body,  with  a  continued  increase  in  the  spring  until  the  enrollment 
reached  four  hundred  twenty-three.  This  made  it  necessary  to  form 
new  classes  and  engage  extra  help  in  the  teaching  force.     However, 
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each  individual's  wants  were  carefully  considered  and  every  one  ac- 
commodated as  for  as  possible  in  the  classes  he  most  desired  to 
attend. 

During  the  spring  term  considerable  attention  was  given  to  rural 
school  needs  and  methods.  From  time  to  time  people  who  are  giving 
their  entire  attention  to  these  problems  visited  the  school  and  gave 
helpful  addresses.  Among  them  were  Mrs.  Jean  Kane  Foulke,  from 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  at  Harrisburg,  Miss  Pearl  McDonald 
of  the  Home  Economics  Extension  Department  of  State  College,  and 
our  own  county  superintendent,  N.  E.  Heeter,  who  is  doing  great 
things  for  the  schools  of  Clarion  county. 

When  the  time  came  for  the  State  Board  of  Examinations,  fifty-five 
seniors  and  sixty-four  juniors  were  recommended  by  the  faculty.  All 
these  successfully  passed  the  test. 

Our  library  has  received  careful  attention.  One  hundred  eight 
new  volumes  have  been  added  to  the  normal  department  and  sixty- 
seven  additional  volumes  have  been  placed  in  the  model  school 
section. 

The  buildings  and  campus  have  also  been  thoroughly  looked  after. 
Many  young  trees  have  been  planted  on  the  campus  and  a  beautiful 
orchard  is  growing  on  the  hill  back  of  the  buildings.  Never  before  in 
the  history  of  the  school  has  everything  about  the  plant  been  in  such 
good  repair. 

Advancement  has  been  made  along  other  lines  as  well  as  in  the 
material  welfare  of  the  school.  The  cultural  side  of  education  has 
been  made  prominent;  the  religious  life  of  the  school  has  been 
strengthened ;  at  all  times  it  has  been  the  aim  of  the  school  to  make 
everything  as  near  like  ideal  home  life  as  possible.  The  future  looks 
bright  for  Clarion  and  a  large  number  of  students  have  enrolled 
for  the  coming  year. 
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STATEMENT   OF  THE   SCHOOL   SYSTEM   SINCE   ITS   ESTABLISH 


£ 

a 
0 

OS 

0 

Ol 

a 

0 

■a 

03 

00 

■d 

0 

ZJ 

a 

a 

<H 

•O 

01 

«w 

«W 

o 

0 

a 

0 

0 

0) 

.23 

oj 

u 

s  ° 

.Q 

a 

.0 

a 

a 

"a-0 

«  0 

p 

p 

0 

a 

0 

a 

a  ° 

on  a 

0?  . 

<u 

0 

is 

0/ 

WO. 

U   03 

t 

£ 

a 
hi 

.a 

■5 

■o 

a 

tf 

0 

,52 

03 

0 

V 

■H 

t, 

h 

<U 

a 

0 

.0 

3  O 

s 

p 

O  O 

J 

4) 

ts» 

be 

0  a 

0 

> 

<l 

< 

1854 1,525 

1855 1,445 

1856 1,610 

1857,   1,677 

1858 1,709 

1S59 1,755 

18G0,   1,766 

1861 1,788 

1S62 1,808 

1863 1,820 

1864 1,825 

L865 1,837 

1866 1,863 

1867 1,889 

1868 1.91S 

1869 1,971 

1870 2,001 

1871 2,023 

1872 2,029 

1873 2,050 

1874 2,070 

1875,   2,089 

1876 2,102 

1877,   2,144 

1878 2,186 

1879 2,168 

1880 2,192 

1881 2,208 

1882 2,214 

1883 2,230 

1884,   2,240 

1885 2,257 

1886 2,265 

1887 2,280 

1S8S 2,297 

1889 2,316 

1890 2,325 

1891 2,337 

1892 2,357 

1893 2,386 

1894 2,411 

1895 2,443 

1896 2,477 

1897 2,481 

1898,   2,490 

1899 2,492 

1900 2,509 

1901 2,515 

1902 2,532 

1903 2,544 

1904,   2,588 

1905 2,560 

1906 2,571 

1907 2,673 

1908 2,579 

1909 2,583 

1910 2,598 

1911 2,598 

1912 2,534 

1913 2,551 

1914 2,567 

1915 2,575 


10,186 

5.12 

11,967 

$29  31 

$12  81 

4S8.692 

38  $0  41 

10,469 

5 

12,143 

23  29 

14  89 

529,000 

361,316 

49 

4b 

10,697 

5.04 

12,357 

22  29 

15  85 

523,754 

365,103 

48 

48 

10,956 

5.04 

12,484 

24  00 

16  60 

514,247 

381,321 

49 

49 

11,281 

5.33 

12,828 

24  24 

17  22 

569,880 

387,139 

50 

46 

11,485 

5.41 

13.058 

24  26 

17  79 

575,251 

375,687 

50 

48 

11,577 

5.41 

13,003 

24  20 

18  11 

585,660 

366,901 

50 

51 

11,910 

5.5 

14,297 

25  68 

19  71 

596,765 

384,752 

50 

83 

11,990 

5.41 

14,3.80 

23  81 

18  55 

615, 0S7 

388,063 

50 

49 

12,161 

5.37 

14,442 

23  84 

18  56 

634,699 

397,722 

52 

50 

12,566 

5.5 

14,668 

25  42 

20  16 

637,785 

339,522 

50 

58 

12,547 

5.58 

14,286 

32  82 

24  21 

629,687 

396,701 

50 

68 

12,773 

5.79 

15,504 

37  38 

27  76 

666,316 

438,323 

60 

90 

13,061 

5.11 

15,200 

35  87 

27  51 

660,165 

414,527 

59 

85 

13,284 

6.79 

15,504 

37  38 

27  76 

666,316 

438,323 

50 

90 

13,588 

5.83 

15,670 

38  18 

29  80 

686,769 

477,775 

50 

93 

13.832 

5.77 

16,097 

39  63 

30  55 

695,052 

484,912 

50 

99 

14,161 

5.77 

16,842 

40  03 

31  12 

700,040 

495,632 

49 

98 

14,415 

5.4 

16,784 

40  55 

31  96 

609,802 

464,127 

48 

99 

14,675 

6.25 

17,450 

41  58 

32  44 

694,096 

439,393 

47 

95 

14,978 

6.33 

17,664 

41  88 

33  33 

716,728 

468,309 

47 

93 

15,315 

6.19 

18,101 

40  03 

31  93 

740,283 

472,283 

48 

92 

15,610 

6.19 

18,314 

38  72 

30  42 

749,311 

495,743 

47 

91 

15,850 

0.38 

18,710 

36  34 

28  90 

751,032 

491,038 

47 

88 

16,087 

6.17 

18,912 

34  54 

27  35 

771,015 

515,198 

48 

82 

16,279 

6,37 

19,153 

32  59 

26  07 

766,878 

595,918 

47 

89 

16,585 

6.25 

19,305 

31  36 

25  14 

770,349 

509,246 

47 

74 

16,760 

6.28 

19,277 

32  64 

26  04 

762,472 

504.912 

45 

75 

17,070 

6.62 

19,715 

34  35 

27  19 

776,559 

519,423 

45 

78 

17,403 

6.66 

19,875 

36  23 

28  30 

782,507 

532,874 

45 

81 

17,751 

6.40 

20, 290 

37  28 

29  22 

795,091 

549,304 

45 

87 

18,029 

6. 74 

20,639 

37  66 

25  59 

807,791 

559,606 

45 

89 

18,300 

6.71 

21,481 

37  10 

29  29 

820,811 

570,293 

44 

92 

18,721 

6.71 

21,481 

37  10 

29  29 

820,811 

570, 293 

44 

92 

19,054 

7,17 

21,168 

37  12 

29  60 

931,367 

573,011 

41 

94 

19,365 

7.45 

21,393 

37  57 

29  76 

840.744 

583,292 

44 

96 

19,758 

7.33 

21.8S6 

38  46 

29  46 

849,055 

574,817 

44 

96 

20, 190 

7.40 

22,231 

39  34 

30  46 

855,200 

592,249 

42 

1  00 

20,653 

Y.41 

22,556 

30  83 

30  89 

861, 0S3 

590,316 

42 

1  04 

21,134 

7.74 

23,085 

41  64 

32  52 

876,131 

610,422 

42 

1  15 

21,553 

7.71 

23.253 

41  84 

32  55 

905,499 

610,201 

42 

1  06 

22,253 

7.62 

22,993 

41  78 

32  70 

942,975 

666,102 

42 

1   ?9 

22.S22 

7.71 

23,693 

41  80 

32  78 

956,734 

683,918 

42 

1   ?fi 

23,451 

7.63 

24,174 

41  71 

32  86 

971,337 

711,111 

41 

1  n 

23.9S3 

7.69 

24,716 

41  06 

32  50 

999,719 

736,334 

43 

1   26 

24,497 

7.75 

25,358 

41  68 

32  73 

1,006,990 

729,892 

41 

1  ?,9 

24.S18 

8.09 

26,878 

41  62 

32  66 

1.004.4S5 

728,493 

43 

1  32 

25,455 

8.04 

26,453 

42  14 

33  08 

1,010,069 

720,116 

40 

1  34 

25,981 

8.0b 

26,990 

42  98 

33  34 

1,010.620 

738,573 

39 

1  38 

26.5S3 

8.08 

27,683 

44  77 

34  10 

1,035,196 

751,000 

39 

1  45 

26,966 

7.80 

28,372 

47  12 

35  09 

1,039,164 

764,119 

38 

1  54 

27,395 

8.14 

28,428 

49  91 

38  55 

1,046,0S8 

788,542 

38 

1  67 

27,993 

V.16 

29,193 

51  36 

38  92 

1,061,406 

784,144 

38 

1  72 

28,383 

8.16 

29,249 

52  82 

39  47 

1,054,766 

788,759 

37 

1  79 

28,861 

8.20 

29,703 

59  66 

45  92 

1.059,060 

803,794 

36 

1  98 

29,327 

8.22 

30,248 

60  65 

46  60 

1,088,898 

841. 8S7 

37 

?.  06 

30,019 

8.26 

30.8S7 

61  94 

46  99 

1,107,416 

846,749 

3fi 

2  11 

30,422 

8.3 

31,518 

62  75 

47  41 

1,106,783 

872,475 

36 

2  ?,1 

31,152 

8.36 

32,378 

63  65 

47  93 

1,139,617 

901,943 

37 

?  33 

31,879 

8.37 

33,228 

64  45 

48  21 

1,155,648 

910,048 

36 

?  34 

32,877 

8.4 

34,686 

66  71 

48  86 

1,206,444 

955.746 

36 

2  36 

34,514 

8.41 

35,928 

66  94 

49  47 

1,259,392 

990,551 

36 
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MENT  UNDER  THE  PRESENT  LAW,  NOT  INCLUDING  PHILADELPHIA. 
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$156, 3S9  25 

159.554  17 

164,330  00 

164,732  55 

1S8.646  00 

186, S41  12 

193,503  34 

209, S13  97 

210,752  00 

211, 7S4  60 

216, 0S7  03 

210,134  08 

223,463  67 

239,813  19 

218,521  87 

307,718  00 

321,300  00 

318,451  34 

429,152  65 

375,332  71 

521,345  13 

533,625  13 

728,207  19 

823,784  82 

723,082  57 

497,030  76 

747,297  13 

865,819  70 

684,127  86 

696,478  18 

700,340  81 

802,103  IS 

803,344  24 

802,411  12 

803,190  71 

1,207,009  52 

1,206,204  94 

1,564,603  81 

1,560,267  38 

2,901,116  SO 

4,039,766  22 

4,432,647  24 

4,439,752  79 

4,3S9,029  79 

4,391,574  31 

4,637,585  07 

4,622,822  98 

5,291,154  03 

4,355,601  04 

4,658,210  43 

4,597,616  S3 

4,576,413  32 

4.483,153  51 

4,525,545  67 

4,532,539  75 

6,108,263  32 

6,254,506  91 

6,043,814  57 

6,097,747  19 

6,040,779  67 

6,034,355  31 

6.1F3.124  64 


$1,167,119  32 
1,401,300  15 

$1,127,922  61 

$256,735  92 
266,198  76 

$1,041,571  19 

1,603,844  15 

5.50 

1,371,706  14 

322,125  37 

1,145,730  22 

1,180,143  07 

5.72 

1,534,732  32 

444,285  56 

1,137,357  92 

2,009,437  00 

5.71 

1.554.7SO  64 

454,343  53 

1,235,922  65 

2.039.0S4  06 

5.43 

1,621,379  00 

531,413  S5 

1,407,159  35 

2,015,785  20 

5.43 

1,639,383  20 

448,426  28 

1,442,171  70 

2.10S.4S7  33 

3.55 

1,783,114  48 

496,124  67 

1,436,063  00 

1,965,164  91 

4.75 

1,756,307  38 

305,796  90 

1,367,181  38 

1.9S0.473  26 

4.00 

1,797.347  36 

394,767  35 

1,698,040  01 

2,143,348  20 

6.00 

2,016,310  17 

488,517  09 

1,09S,664  01 

2,438,640  37 

5.89 

2,318,069  18 

374,450  97 

1,990,777  83 

3,013,057  33 

6.56 

2,801,759  31 

596,669  09 

2,211,521  70 

3,616,285  23 

7.25 

3,489,237  31 

985,237  31 

2,482.512  63 

4,016,910  12 

7.53 

4,314,028  52 

1,357,726  99 

2.019,169  93 

4.43S, 946  66 

7.63 

5,068,316  72 

1,104,860  21 

2,819,444  00 

4,731,949  S6 

7.76 

5,684,977  21 

2,560,137  42 

3,010,690  33 

5,016,801  73 

7.71 

6,023,451  64 

3,006,194  41 

3    ,183,418  S6 

5,229,024  68 

7.27 

5,438,656  29 

2,536,637  39 

3,221,121  78 

5,543,985  23 

7.50 

6,671,949  93 

1,477,949  93 

2,424,970  91 

5.7S7.8S3  95 

7.55 

6,808,917  69 

1,600,131  62 

3,596,004  47 

5,9S3,004  90 

6.33 

7,247,263  63 

1,722,103  54 

3,755,309  66 

6,003,443  31 

6.27 

6,91S,811  03 

1,245,387  23 

3,,826,9S7  12 

6,627,943  56 

5.96 

6,623,273  00 

961,915  02 

3,824,728  SO 

5.2S&.646  25 

5.42 

6,229,714  59 

877, 3S2  06 

3,651,883  00 

4,923,874  62 

5.08 

6,282,110  78 

878,808  93 

3,544,552  72 

4,818,594  36 

5.04 

5.859,009  06 

809,896  51 

3,606,911  82 

5,031,779  70 

5.08 

6', 459,120  91 

1,067,471  34 

3,673,225  83 

5,452,902  28 

5.39 

6,686,256  93 

1,139,355  44 

3.S30.079  52 

5,676,545  57 

5.69 

7,365,217  19 

1,431,670  68 

5,095,658  50 

6.313.S32  62 

6.06 

7,623,678  37 

1,405,526  81 

4,282,191  12 

6,519,927  78 

6.14 

8,095,942  18 

13566.323  91 

4,447,618  69 

6,672,185  29 

6.16 

8,105,866  59 

1,537.565  15 

4,582,374  25 

6,946,949  23 

5.94 

8,845,087  22 

1,461.673  43 

4,673,324  30 

7,134,701  52 

7.64 

8,836,053  35 

1,642,961  33 

5,044,385  15 

7,869,505  56 

6.19 

9.00S.852  33 

1,799,121  10 

5,240,826  22 

7,923,622  43 

6.88 

9,581,095  75 

2,131,095  75 

5,438,587  21 

8,961,137  92 

5.86 

8,450,909  25 

2,982,607  68 

4,694,332  84 

8,187,893  57 

5.86 

10.820,029  55 

2,378,780  77 

6,028,019  91 

7,776,101  62 

4.54 

10.2S9.197  07 

2,979,271  21 

6,672,850  02 

8,677,5S2  67 

8.40 

11,131,332  03 

2,834,091  22 

6,995,022  56 

2,598,542  71 

4.52 

12,058,899  69 

3,182,749  40 

7,206,202  88 

9,926,162  78 

4.99 

12,424.198  47 

3,297,416  67 

7,460,547  01 

9,351,011  31 

4.83 

13,528,246  38 

3,296,294  14 

7,839,216  45 

9,275,229  60 

3.14 

13.276,078  00 

2.933.S43  23 

8,020,396  81 

10,078,540  87 

3.78 

13, 992, 397  52 

2,736,897  04 

8,358,092  99 

10,500,962  67 

5.12 

15,224,091  77 

3,061,523  90 

8,772,506  65 

10,887,613  25 

5.18 

16,314,489  32 

3,394,531  34 

8,874,295  97 

12,687,415  80 

5.23 

20,786,954  07 

3,186,783  18 

9,302,405  95 

17,781, 5S9  84 

5.51 

17.7S1.589  84 

3,647,771  24 

9,950,491  38 

13, OSS, 707  91 

5.85 

18,860,273  03 

3,675,240  30 

10,303,035  43 

14,866,554  00 

6.29 

21,480,604  98 

4,581,273  53 

11,237,161  96 

15,981,970  73 

6.65 

23,196,386  38 

4, 730; 329  65 

11,858,661  36 

16,756,672  21 

6.S5 

23.918.7S7  47 

4,306,677  81 

12,402,096  68 

19,114,954  97 

6.77 

26,278,511  84 

4,764,532  57 

13,900.365  40 

20,758,275  04 

7.01 

29.374,551  86 

6,029,450  00 

14,643,935  51 

21,019,917  26 

7.14 

30.264,947  54 

5,993,886  51 

15,293,136  04 

22,172,202  15 

6.89 

33,54S,310  34 

6,525,256  61 

16,096,601  90 

22,537,751  98 

7.43 

34,518,976  97 

6,033.441  20 

16,507,759  53 

25,461,020  03 

8.72 

37,830,308  47 

6,196,080  94 

18,042,447  91 

28,360,778  86 

8.79 

46,546,069  29 

7,660,922  64 

18,852,300  91 

27,329,841  96 

9.09 

49,735,820  00 

10,558,537  49 

20,071,937  45 

$110,383  96 

260,615  29 

172,572  92 

162,670  98 

167,721  07 

209,956  28 

223,497  39 

232,337  31 

250,566  52 

390.227  30 

410,346  26 

458,317  61 

601,087  21 

643,217  88 

727,624  05 

807,713  82 

799,275  48 

863, 73S  96 

1,756,111  73 

1,652,651  94 

1,961,341  60 

2,006,833  88 

1,948,470  46 

1,817,494  11 

1,679,297  20 

1,584,365  92 

1,703,224  99 

1,687,912  96 

1,850,849  50 

1,965,796  63 

2,086,505  98 

2,117,667  28 

2,171,481  66 

2,297,364  51 

2,504,880  71 

2,656,950  93 

2,829,690  06 

2.378,780  77 

2,434,968  49 

3,637,038  74 

3.912.622  13 
4,016,808  96 
4,104,616  62 
4,095,817  03 
4,402,261  43 
4,714,192  82 
4,819,126  03 
5,182,928  92 
5,386,212  07 
6,118,444  34 

6.493.623  31 
6,831,798  48 
7,195,515  70 
7,456,741  63 
9,023,761  77 
8,859.567  59 

10,275,352  89 
12,726,015  94 
13,870,861  29 
15,445,161  95 
16,213,974  00 
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Average   Monthly   Wages   of  Male   Teachers   by   Counties   for   the   School   Year 

Ending  July  5,   1915. 


Delaware,    $120  97 

Allegheny,    109  85 

Elk,     94  92 

McKean ,    88  83 

Lackawanna,    83  57 

Chester,    80  09 

Luzerne,     80  04 

Cambria,    79  26 

Westmoreland ,     79  23 

Washington ,     77  92 

Warren,    77  76 

Schuylkill,     77  75 

Montgomery ,    76  51 

Susquehanna ,     73  93 

Beaver,    73  45 

Fayette,    73  20 

Carbon,   72  55 

Erie,  71  16 

Bucks,   70  77 

Bradford,     70  02 

Wayne,    69  58 

Tioga,    69  28 

Lancaster,   69  25 

Dauphin, 68  02 

Venango,    67  24 

Blair,     66  31 

Wyoming,    66  25 

Clinton, 66  13 

Forest,     65  66 

Potter,     65  27 

Northumberland ,    65  21 

Northampton ,    65  07 

Lehigh,    64  78 

Clearfield,    63  14 

Cameron ,    62  91 

Mercer,    62  26 

Armstrong ,    62  25 

Butler,     62  19 

Crawford,    61  98 

Lebanon ,    61  89 

Jefferson ,     61 .  79 

Columbia,    61  29 

Lawrence,    61  16 

Greene   60  84 

Montour,    60  63 

Mifflin,     : 60  34 
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Cumberland,     60  09 

Clarion,     59  92 

Berks,    59  53 

Centre,    58  45 

Somerset,   58  36 

Indiana,    58  15 

Union,   57  54 

Sullivan,     57  38 

Pike,    56  77 

Lycoming,    56  29 

Bedford,   56  11 

York,    55  93 

Monroe ,     55  46 

Franklin,    55  42 

Huntingdon ,    54  76 

Perry,    53  76 

Adams,    53  17 

Juniata ,    51  91 

Snyder,    51  28 

Fulton,    45  97 


Average  Monthly  Wages  of  Female  Teachers  by  Counties  for  the  School  Year 

Ending  July  5,   1915. 


Allegheny,    $64  67 

Delaware,    58  75 

Washington,   57  30 

Westmoreland ,    55  75 

Montgomery,    54  12 

Schuylkill,   53  88 

Fayette,    53  38 

Beaver,   53  03 

Greene,    53  01 

Elk , 52  78 

Northampton ,    T 51  97 

McKean,     51  94 

Luzerne ,    51  84 

Lackawanna ,    51  80 

Cambria,    51  43 

Lehigh,    51  16 

Blair,   51  12 

Lancaster,     51  10 

Lebanon 50  93 

Bucks,     50  78 

Berks,    50  47 

Chester,    50  46 

Columbia ,     50  38 

Erie,     50  17 

Dauphin ,    50  01 
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Venango,    49  94 

Cumberland,     49.79 

Northumberland,    49  78 

Carbon,   49  64 

Butler,    49  46 

Forest,     49  40 

Potter,     48  99 

Lawrence,    48  93 

Mifflin,    48  91 

Union,   48  79 

Warren,    48  73 

Armstrong,    48  66 

Indiana,    48  40 

Tioga,    47  99 

Clinton,     47  93 

Bradford,     47  86 

York,    47  73 

Franklin,    47  69 

Mercer,   47  52 

Crawford ,    47  42 

Somerset,   47  40 

Cameron,     47  28 

Lycoming,    47  15 

Jefferson ,     47  n 

Juniata,    47  09 

Clearfield,    47  05 

Montour,    47  02 

Clarion,    47  01 

Wayne,    46  99 

Wyoming,    46  77 

Pike,     46  49 

Monroe,    46  32 

Susquehanna ,     46  31 

Centre,    46  19 

Sullivan,     46  08 

Adams,    45  89 

Perry, 45  50 

Huntingdon ,     45  22 

Bedford,     45  05 

SDyder,   * 44  40 

Fulton,    41  39 


Average  Length  of  the  Annual  School  Term  by  Counties  for  the  School  Tear 

Ending  July  5,  1915. 


Delaware,     9  63 

Allegheny,    9-51 

Lackawanna ,     95 

Montgomery,    9  24 
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Luzerne,   9. 16 

Northampton,    9.02 

Northumberland,    8.85 

Bucks,   8.82 

Schuylkill,     8.8 

Carbon,     8.79 

Chester,    8.78 

Dauphin,    8.71 

McKean,  8.62 

Lehigh,    8.6 

Erie,     8.58 

Berks,    8.52 

Beaver,    8.44 

Westmoreland,    8.41 

Lawrence,    8.37 

Blair,   8.34 

Washington,   8.34 

Elk,  8.33 

Warren,    8.21 

Cameron ,    8 .  13 

Venango,    8.09 

Fayette,    8.08 

Lycoming,    8.02 

Mercer,    8.01 

Lebanon ,    8 . 

Lancaster,   7.96 

Columbia,    7.96 

Forest,    7.95 

Cambria,    7.9 

Mifflin,     7.88 

Crawford,    7.87 

Cumberland,  7.85 

Potter,     7.85 

Clinton,     7.83 

Tioga,    7.8 

Montour,    7.77 

Wyoming,    7.77 

Bradford,   7.76 

York,    7.75 

Clearfield,    7.72 

Monroe,    7.69 

Pike ,    7.66 

Jefferson,    7.65 

Wayne,    7.61 

Armstrong,    7.58 

Franklin,    7.55 

Butler 7.51 

Susquehanna .    7.5 

Huntingdon,   7.48 

Union,    7.44 

Centre,    7.42 

Somerset 7.42 

Indiana,    7.37 

Adams,    7.35 
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Clarion,    ™  gg 

Perry,    7  3 

Greene,    ~  22 

Sullivan,    ™  2 

Bedford,    ^  jg 

Juniata,    »  j5 

Snyder,    7  qq 

Fulton,    7M 
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STATExMENT  SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  DISTRICTS  IN  THE  SEVERAL 
COUNTIES  HAVING  SEVEN,  EIGHT,  NINE  AND  TEN  MONTHS  RE- 
SPECTIVELY FOR  THE  SCHOOL  YEAR  ENDING  JULY  5,  1915. 


County. 


a" 

0 

£3 

0) 

a 

a 

w 

t* 

H 

55 

w 

« 

Adams,     

Allegheny 

Armstrong,      .... 

Beaver , 

Bedford 

Berks 

Blair,      

Bradford 

Bucks 

Butler 

Cambria 

Cameron,     

Carbon 

Centre 

Chester,     

Clarion 

Clearfield 

Clinton 

Columbia,      

Crawford,     

Cumberland, 

Dauphin,     

Delaware 

Elk 

Erie,     

Fayette 

Forest 

Franklin,      

Fulton 

Greene 

Huntingdon, 

Indiana 

Jefferson,      

Juniata 

Lackawanna, 

Lancaster 

Lawrence,      

Lebanon 

Lehigh 

Luzerne 

Lycoming,     

McKean 

Mercer,    

Mifflin 

Monroe,      

Montgomery,     ... 

Montour 

Northampton, 
Northumberland, 

Perry,     

Pike 

Potter 

Schuylkill 

Snyder,     

Somerset 

Sullivan,     

Susquehanna, 

Tioga 

Union 

Venango 

Warren 

Washington, 

Wayne,      

Westmoreland, 

Wyoming 

York 


2 

6 

26 

34 

13 

84 

23 

3 

123 

7 

5 

32 

44 

19 

11 

24 

54 

1 

4 

35 

40 

13 

14 

38 

66 

5 

6 

16 

27 

9 

13 

34 

56 

5 

34 

9 

4 

52 

3 

12 

41 

56 

11 

17 

34 

62 

1 

3 

4 

8 

1 

12 

6 

7 

26 

3 

4 

28 

35 

1 

27 

45 

73 

1 

9 

26 

36 

3 

10 

36 

49 

3 

5 

21 

29 

6 

4 

22 

32 

8 

17 

33 

68 

6 

7 

20 

33 

12 

9 

19 

40 

6 

38 

44 

5 

5 

3 

13 

9 

20 

10 

39 

5 

25 

13 

43 

7 

2 

9 

3 

1 

16 

20 

1 

11 

12 

4 

23 

27 

1 

4 

43 

3 

4 

35 

42 

3 

6 

24 

33 

2 

16 

17 

2  . 

19 

12 

7 

40 

1 

5 

13 

42 

61 

5 

12 

11 

28 

6 

6 

12 

24 

2 

10 

4 

10 

26 

6 

3S 

14 

16 

74 

4 

9 

39 

52 

11 

11 

22 

9 

7 

31 

47 

2 

3 

9 

14 

B 

14 

19 

13 

30 

11 

9 

63 

1 

10 

11 

7 

16 

11 

7 

41 

1 

8 

6 

22 

37 

2 

4 

24 

30 

3 

3 

6 

12 

4 

8 

18 

30 

9 

33 

7 

19 

68 

2 

15 

17 

2 

7 

38 

47 

1 

2 

10 

13 

3 

10 

29 

42 

6 

14 

20 

40 

2 

13 

15 

5 

9 

18 

32 

4 

18 

9 

31 

13 

35 

21 

69 

5 

5 

20 

30 

-  •.-  • 

18 

29 

17 

64 

5 

7 

12 

24 

5 

26 

41 

72 

1,267  2,575 
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STATEMENT  SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  SCHOOLS  IN  THE  SEVERAL 
COUNTIES  HAVING  SEVEN,  EIGHT,  NINE  AND  TEN  MONTHS  RE- 
SPECTIVELY FOR  THE  SCHOOL  TEAR  ENDING  JULY  5,  1915. 


County. 


a 

a 

a 

it 

> 

H 

£ 

H 

X 

Adams , 

Allegheny 

Armstrong 

Beaver 

Bedford 

Berks 

Blair 

Bradford 

Bucks 

Butler 

Cambria 

Cameron 

Carbon,      

Centre 

Chester 

Clarion 

Clearfield 

Clinton,     

Columbia 

Crawford,      

Cumberland, 

Dauphin,     

Delaware 

Elk,    

Erie,     

Fayette 

Forest 

Franklin 

Fulton 

Greene,     

Huntingdon, 

Indiana 

Jefferson,      

Juniata 

Lackawanna,    ... 

Lancaster 

Lawrence,    

Lebanon,     

Lehigh 

Luzerne 

Lycoming,     

McKean 

Mercer,    

Mifflin 

Monroe 

Montgomery,    ... 

Montour,     

Northampton,    .. 
Northumberland, 

Perry,     

Pike 

Potter 

Schuylkill 

Snyder 

Somerset 

Sullivan 

Susquehanna,     .. 

Tioga 

Union,     

Venango 

Warren 

Washington,     ... 

Wayne,     

Westmoreland, 

Wyoming 

York 

Total 


24 

25 

169 

218 

2,608 

1,789 

239 

24 

4,660 

118 

13 

311 

442 

360 

32 

132 

524 

12 

31 

295 

338 

354 

118 

89 

370 

931 

362 

94 

151 

607 

33 

84 

351 

46S 

74 

218 

93 

41 

426 

104 

56 

255 

415 

417 

136 

363 

916 

18 

23 

20 

61 

20 

194 

29 

43 

286 

62 

12 

245 

319 

55 

294 

248 

697 

24 

43 

217 

2S4 

131 

166 

308 

605 

65 

37 

105 

207 

135 

23 

171 

329 

162 

76 

269 

507 

97 

58 

171 

326 

460 

90 

129 

679 

114 

495 

609 

104 

78 

36 

218 

344 

181 

110 

635 

207 

586 

151 

944 

78 

18 

96 

102 

11 

290 

403 

4 

78 

82 

33 

234 

267 

35^ 

27 

214 

276 

50. 

55 

327 

432 

87 

80 

218 

3S5 

13 

101 

114 

642 

479 

56 

2S 

1,205 

165 

81 

93 

506 

845 

244 

88 

88 

420 

134 

66 

144 

344 

30 

327 

60 

132 

549 

367 

1,106 

102 

99 

1,674 

199 

90 

194 

483 

208 

125 

333 

210 

72 

214 

496 

57 

27 

93 

177 

59 

114 

173 

232 

504 

77 

66 

879 

31 

49 

80 

278 

129 

126 

81 

614 

30 

366 

31 

144 

571 

16 

21 

146 

183 

15 

15 

38 

68 

57 

60 

104 

221 

125 

6S2 

59 

170 

1,036 

12 

116 

128 

52 

69 

360 

481 

5 

6 

95 

106 

44 

52 

194 

290 

75 

91 

148 

314 

23 

81 

104 

164 

78 

136 

378 

138 

118 

82 

338 

365 

395 

186 

946 

44 

42 

165 

251 

511 

617 

170 

1.29S 

37 

32 

64 

133 

255 

130 

405 

790 

5,094        13,238         5,653        10,529        34,514 
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DISTRIBUTION  OF  STATE  AID  TO  NORMAL  SCHOOL  STUDENTS  FOR 
SCHOOL  YEAR  ENDING  JULY,    1915. 


District. 


Amount. 


First 

Second,  . . 
Third,  ... 
Fourth,     .. 

Fifth 

Sixth 

Seventii,  . 
Eighth,  .. 
Ninth,  ... 
Tenth.  ... 
Eleventh, 
Twelfth,  . 
Thirteenth, 


West  Chester,    ... 

Millersville 

Kutztown 

East    Stroudsburg, 

Mansfield,    

Bloonasburg 

Shippensburg,     ... 

Lock  Haven,    

Indiana 

California 

Slippery    Ifock,    .. 

Edinboro,     

Clarion 


$43,729  50 
22,669  50 
19,797  00 
15,292  50 
20,563  50 
26,30$  50 
17,030  50 
14,119  50 
49,804  50 
22,237  50 
23,167  50 
19,513  50 
16,794  00 


Total $311,027  50 


Note.— The   amounts    given   paid   the   tuition   of   the   students   in    full,    the    State    thus   furnishing 
free  tuition  to  all  persons  desiring  to  prepare  themselves  for  teaching  in  the  public  schools. 


CORNPLANTER  INDIAN  SCHOOL. 

.Reeipts  and  expenditures  for  the  school  year  ending  July,  1915, 
for  the  Cornplanter  Indian  School,  situated  on  the  Allegheny  river 

in  Warren  County,  as  per  Act  of  Assembly,  approved  April  10,  1905, 
and  amended  June  13,  1911. 

Receipts. 

Balance  from  last  year, $107  90 

State  appropriation, 600  00 

Total,  $707  90 

Expenditures. 

Teacher's  salary  and  institute  fee, $450  00 

Fuel  (coal,  wood  and  oil),  delivered, 134  13 

Cleaning  house,  repairing,  etc., 18  76 

Books  and  supplies, 34  75 

Supplies  and  furnishings  for  living  room, 19  76 

Other  expenses, 11  50 

Total, $668  90 

Balance  on  hand, $39  00 

Number  of  pupils  enrolled, 15 

Per  cent,  of  attendance  during  term, 93 

Per  cent,  of  attendance  during  last  month, 92 

Cost  per  pupil  per  month, $5  31 
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-3b  qoiqM  in  siooqos  jo  joqmn^j 
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-op  qoiqM  ui  siooqos 'jo  j'aqmn^ 
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snoiAaad    on    pcq    aABq    oqA\.    joqcun>j 


•pajaafoj  sjusanddB  jo  ,iaqtnn>j 
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sojBognaao     iBuoissajojd     jo     jaqmnj^ 
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•}q3iiB}  si  ajri} 
-inojaSB   qoiqAi.   nt    siooqos   jo  jaquuix 


•;qgn«)  si  aouaps  di} 
-samop    qoiqM    ai    siooqos    jo    joqninx 


•}q3ne^   si   Suiiiibj; 
IBiint'ai    qoiqAi    ui   siooqos   jo   ioquin^ 


•sjojoa.np  jooips  uaniOAi  jo  asquin^ 


•jaapnajuuadns    aqj    jo   uopotpsunf 
aq}  niq^iM  sjojoojip  looqos  jo  aoqrat'iM 


•}napaa}ni.i.iihis 
aqj     A"q    pajisiA     siooqos    jo    iaqianjj 


•sajuogijaoo 
aSailOO    }nauBtajaiI    ppq    oqA\   ja'qumM 


•sa^BOBRJao 
aSattoo   iBnoisiAOJcI   pioq   oq/A   jaqain^ 
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HIGHER  INSTITUTIONS 


Location. 

o 
a 

o 

a 

a 

Name  of  Institutions. 

M 

City   or  Town. 

County. 

° 

o  a 

S-i 

Oro 

a 

<u  - 

03  VH 

M 

0 

COLLEGES    AND    UNIVERSITIES. 

Albright    College Myerstown.     . 

Allegheny    College,     Meadville,      .. 

Beaver    College,     Reaver 

Bryn    Mawr   College Bryn   Mawr,    . 

Bucknell    University Lewisburg,     .. 

Carnegie    Institute    of   Technology Pittsburgh,     . 

Dickinson    College Carlisle 

Drexel    Institute Philadelphia, 

Dropsie    College,     Philadelphia, 

Duquesne  University Pittsburgh,      . 

Frankliu   and   Marshall   College Lancaster,    ... 

Geneva     College Beaver   Falls, 


Lebanon.     ... 
Crawford,     .. 

Beaver 

Montgomery, 

Union 

Allegheny,     . 

Cumberland. 
Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia. 
Allegheny, 
Lancaster, 
Beaver 


Grove   City 

Haverford 

Mechanicsburg,     ... 

Huntingdon 

Easton 

Philadelphia 

Annville,      

South    Bethlehem, 
Lincoln  University, 

Bethlehem 

Bethlehem,    


Grove   City    College 

Haverford    College 

Irving    College 

Juniata    College 

Lafayette    College 

La    Salle    College 

Lebanon   Valley  College 

Lehigh    University 

Lincoln     University 

Moravian    College 

Moravian     Seminary     and     College     for 
Women. 

Muhlenberg    College 

Pennsylvania    College,     

Pennsylvania   College   for   Women 

Pennsylvania    Military    College 

Pennsylvania    State    College 

St.     Joseph's     College 

St.    Vincent    College 

Susquehanna    University 

Swarthmore    College 

Temple     University 

Thiel    College 

University    of    Pennsylvania 

University   of   Pittsburgh 

Ursinus    College 

Villanova    College 

Washington  and  Jefferson   College Washington 

Wavnesburg   College Waynesburg 

Westminster  College New   Wilmington, 

Wilson   College Chambersburg,     .. 


Allentown,  .. 
Gettysburg,  . 
Pittsburgh,      . 

Chester 

State  College, 
Philadelphia, 

Beatty 

Selinsgrove.    . 
Swarthmore, 
Philadelphia, 
Greenville. 
Philadelphia, 
Pittsbun  h. 
Collegeville, 
Villanova.     ... 


Mercer 

Montgomery,    . 
Cumberland, 
Huntingdon, 
Northampton, 
Philadelphia,    . 

Lebanon 

Northampton, 
Chester,     ....... 

Northampton, 
Northampton, 

Lehigh 

Adams 

Allegheny, 
Delaware, 

Centre 

Philadelphia,    . 
Westmoreland, 

Snyder,     

Delaware, 
Philadelphia, 

Mercer 

Philadelphia, 
Allegheny,      ... 
Montgomery, 
Delaware.     ... 


Washington, 

Greene 

Lawrence,    . . 
Franklin,    ... 


THEOLOGICAL   SEMINARIES. 

Crozer   Theological   Seminary Chester , 

Lutheran    Theological    Seminary Philadelphia 

Meadville   Theological   Seminary Meadville 

Moravian    Theological    Seminary Bethlehem 

St.   Vincent   Theological   Seminary Beatty , 

The    Evangelicel    Lutheran    Theological  Gettysburg , 

Seminary. 

Theological    Seminary,    Lincoln    Univer-  Lincoln  University, 

sity. 

The   Western   Theological   Seminary,    ..  Pittsburgh 

MEDICAL   COLLEGES. 

Hahnemann     Medical     College Philadelphia 

Medical     School,     University    of    Penn-  Philadelphia 

sylvania. 

School  of  Medicine,  University  of  Pitts-  Pittsburgh 

burgh. 

Temple     University,      Medical     Depart-  Philadelphia 

ment. 

The   Woman's    Medical    College Philadelphia 


1855 
1815 
1853 
18S5 
1846 
1900 

1783 

1892 
1907 
1878 
1787 
1S48 

1SS4 
1S33 
1856 
1S76 
1832 
1867 
1866 
1866 
1857 
1807 
1742 

1864 
1832 
1870 
1862 
1855 
1851 


18S5 
1817 
1853 
18S0 
1846 
1912 

1783 
1894 
1907 
1911 
1787 
1883 

1884 
1833 
1857 
1878 
1826 
1863 
1867 
1866 
1S54 
1863 
1863 

1867 

1832 
1S69 
1862 
1855 
1S52 


189-1 


1S58 


174C 
1787 
1869 


Delaware 

Philadelphia,    . 

Crawford 

Northampton. 
Westmoreland. 
Adams 

Chester 

Allegheny.     ... 


Philadelphia. 
Philadelphia, 

Allegheny, 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 


1785 
1850 

1852 
1S69 


1868 
1864 

1844 
1S07 

'1826 

1S57 

1S25 


1818 
176c 

1886 

1884 
1S50 


i<:8s 

1870 
1755 
1819 
1S69 
1849 

1<!02 
1851 
1S52 
1869 


1847 
1S63 

iS26 

1854 

1827 


1888 
1850 
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OF  LEARNING. 


Relieious     Denomination. 


Official    Title   of    Officers 
in  Charge. 


Name    of    the    President,    Principal    or 

Superintendent. 


United    Evangelical President 

Non-Sectarian President 

Methodist   Episcopal,   President 

Undenominational President 

Baptist President 

Non-Sectarian Director, 

.Methodist  Episcopal President 

Non-Sectarian President 

Non-Sectarian President 

Catholic President 

Reformed President 

Reformed    Presbyterian President 

President 

Friends President 

Lutheran President 

Church   of   the    Brethren President 

Presbyterian President 

Catholic President 

United   Brethren President 

Non-Sectarian President 

Presbyterian President 

Moravian President 

Moravian President 

Evangelical    Lutheran,     President 

Lutheran President 

Undenominational President 

Colonel, 

Interdenominational President 

Roman    Catholic President 

Catholic President 

Lutheran,     President 

Non-Sectarian President 

Undenominational President 

Lutheran President 

Undenominational Provost, 

Undenominational Chancellor 

Reformed President, 

Catholic President, 

Non-Sectarian President, 

Presbyterian President. 

United    Presbyterian.    President, 

Tresbyterian President, 


L.    Clarence   Hunt,    A.    M.,    B.    D. 
William  H.   Crawford,    D.   D.,   LL.  D. 
Rev.   Le    Roy   Weller,    A.   M. 
M.   Carey   Thomas,    Ph.   D.,    LL.   D. 
John  Howard  Harris,   Ph.   D.,   LL.  D. 
Arthur    Arton     Hamorschlag,     Sc.     D.. 

LL.    D. 
James  Henrv  Morgan,   Ph.  D. 
Hollis  Godfrey,   Sc.  D.,   F.  R.  G.  S. 
Cyrus   Adler,    B.    A.,    M.    A.,    Ph.    D. 
Very   Rev.    Martin   A.   Hehir,    LL.   D. 
Henry  Harbaugh   Apple,    D.    D.,    LL.    D. 
William   Henry   George,    A.    M.,    B.    D.. 

D.    D. 
Alexander  T.  Ormond,  Ph.  D.,  LL.  D. 
Isaac    Sharpless,    Sc.    D.,    LL.    D. 

E.  E.   Campbell,    A.    M.,    Ph.   D. 
J.    Harvey   Brumbaugh,    A.    M. 

John  Henry  MacCracken,   Ph.  D.,  LL.  D 
Brother    Denis    Edward.    LL.    D. 
Rev.    G.   D.   Gossard,    D.   D. 
Henry  S.   Drinker,    E.   M.,    LL.   D. 
Rev.    John    B.    Kendall,    D.    D. 
Augustus   Schultze,    D.   D.,    L.   H.    D. 
John    H.    Clewell,     Ph.    D. 

John   A.    W.    Haas,    D.    D.,    LL.    D. 
William  A.   Granville,   Ph.   D.,   LL.   D. 
John    Carey    Acheson,    LL.    D. 
Charles  E.   Hyatt,    C.   E.,   LL.  D. 
Edwin    Erie   Sparks,    Ph.    D.,    LL.    D. 
Rev.   J.   Charles  Davey,    S.   J. 
Leander   Schnerr,    D,    D. 
Chas.    T.    Aikens,    D.    D. 
Joseph   Swain,    B.   S.,    M.   S.,    LL.   D. 
Russell  H.   Conwell,    D.  D.,   LL.   D. 
Franklin    B.    Sawvel,    A.    M.,    Ph.    D. 
Dr.    Edgar    F'ahs    Smith. 
S.    B.    MeCormick,    D.    D.,    LL.    D. 
George   Leslie   Oinwake,    A.    M.,    Ph     D 
Rev.  Edward  G.  Dohan,  A.  M..  S.  J.  B.. 
O.    S.    A.  ' 

F.  W.  Hlnitt,  Ph.  D.,  D.  D.,  LL.  D. 
Herbert  Pierrepont  Houghton,  Ph.  D. 
Charles   Freeman,    Dean. 

Anna  J.   MeKeag,    LL.   D. 


Baptist President, 

Lutheran Dean.     ... 


Unitarian President, 

Moravian President, 

Catholic President, 

Lutheran President, 


Presbyterian, 
Presbyterian, 


President, 
President, 


Rev.    Milton    G.    Evans,    D.    D. 
Rev.  Henry  Eyster  Jacobs,   D.  D 

LL.    D.,    S.   T.    D. 
Franklin   C.    Routhworth,    D.   D.,    LL.   D 
Augustus  Schultze,   D.  D.,   L.  H.  D. 
Leander    Schnerr,     D.    D. 
J.    A.    Singmaster,    D.    D. 

Rev.  John  B.    Rendall,    D.   D. 

Rev.   James  A.  Telso,    Ph.   D.,    D.   D. 


Dean, 

Undenominational Dean, 

Non-Sectarian,     Dean, 

Undenominational Dean, 

Non-Sectarian Dean, 


Dp.    W.    A.    Pearson,    Ph.    C,    M.    D 
Provost  Edgar  F.  Smith,  Ph.  D.,  Sc.  D., 

LL.   D. 
Thomas  Shaw  Arbuthnot,   A.   B.,   M.  D. 

Frank   C.    Hammond,    M.    D. 

Clara  Marshall,    M.  D. 
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HIGHER  INSTITUTIONS 


Name  of  Institutions. 


Location. 


City   or   Town. 


County. 


VETERINARY     MEDICINE. 

School  of  Veterinary  Medicine,  Univer- 
sity  of   Pennsylvania. 

COLLEGES   OF   PHARMACY. 

Philadelphia   College  of  Pharmacy 

Pittsburgh    College    of    Pharmacy 

Temple   University,    Pharmacy   Dept.,.. 

DENTAL    COLLEGES. 

Dental  School,  Medico-Chirurgical  Col- 
lege. 

School  of  Dentistry,  University  of 
Pittsburgh. 

Temple    University,    Dental    College,    .. 

LAW   SCHOOLS. 

Dickinson    School    of   Law 

University  of  Pennsylvania  Law  School, 


Philadelphia,     Philadelphia. 

Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

Pittsburgh Allegheny,     . 

Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

Pittsburgh Allegheny,     . 

Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

Carlisle Cumberland, 

Philadelphia Philadelphia, 


1821 
1878 
1884 

1822 
1S78 
1888 

189" 

1867 

189t 

1S96 

1862 

1863 

1834 

1790  . 

1890 

No. 


STATISTICS. 


OF  LEARNING— Continued. 


Religious     Denomination.  Official    Title    of   Officers 

in  Charge. 


Name    of    the    President.     Principal    or 
Superintendent. 


Undenominational,     Dean Louis   A.    Klein,    V.    M.   D. 


Non-Sectarian Dean Howard    B.    French. 

Dean Julius   A.    Koch,    Ph.    D. 

Undenominational Dean John    R.    Minehart,    M.    D.,    Phar.    D. 


Non-Sectarian 

Undenominational,     .. 


Dean j.    n.    Broomell,    D.    D.    S. 

Dean h.    Edmund   Friesell,    B.   S.,    D.   D.    S. 

Dean s.  H.  Guilford,   A.  M.,  D.  D.  S.,   Ph.  D. 


::••••••;•■•. Dean William    Trickett.    LL.    D. 

I\on-Sectarian,     Dean 
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COLLEGE  AND  UNIVERSITY  COUNCIL. 

(Authorized   by   Act   of   June   2G,    1S95,    P.    L.    327.) 
Members  Ex-Officio — Governor  Martin  G.  Brumbaugh,  President;  Attorney-General, 

Francis  Shunk  Brown;  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer, 
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(Authorized    by   Act   of   May    IS,    1911.) 

MEMBERS. 

Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  Ex-OfEcio,  Harrisburg;  William  Lauder,  Riddlesburg;  E.  S. 
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Secretary,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 
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M.  I.  Kast,  Assistant  Architect,  Harrisburg. 
Miss  Edna  M.  Kugler,  Stenographer,  Harrisburg. 
Miss  Emma  B.  Harclerode,  Stenographer,  Steelton. 

Miss  Helen  Glenn,  State  Supervisor  Mothers'  Assistance  Fund,  Franklin,  Pa. 
Miss  Frances  Colbourne,  Assistant,  Philadelphia. 


BUREAU  OF  MEDICAL  EDUCATION  AND  LICENSURE. 

MEMBERS  EX-OFFICIO. 

Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  Harrisburg,  Dr.  Samuel  G.  Dixon,  Harrisburg. 

MEMBERS  BY  APPOINTMENT. 

(Authorized    by   Act    of   June    3,    1911.) 
John  M.  Baldy,  M.  D.,  Philadelphia;  Daniel  P.  Maddux,  M.  D.,  Chester;  Irwin 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION 
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Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 
NATHAN  0.  SCHAEFFER. 
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High  School  Inspectors. 
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Other  Officers  of  the  Department. 
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H.  H.  FLEISHER,  Recording  clerk.        J.  O.  KNAUSS,  Messenger. 


Stenographers  and  Typewriters. 
MISS  MARY  Y.  McREYNOLDS,  MISS  ETHEL  K.  BALDWIN, 

MISS  EDITH  L.  BREITINGER,  MISS  RUTH  L.  GRISSINGER. 


Bureau  of  Professional  Education. 
JOHN  LOMAN,  Examiner. 

A..  DAVIS  JACKSON,  Examiner  and  School  Visitor. 
ANNA  M.  CAMPBELL,  Stenographer,  422  Perry  Building,  16th  &  Chestnut  Sts., 
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C.  BLAINE  SMATHERS,  Examiner  and  School  Visitor,  University  of  Pittsburgh, 
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Bureau  of   Vocational  Education. 
AGRICULTURAL  DIVISION. 

L.  H.   DENNIS,  Director  of  Agricultural  Education. 

H.  C.  FETTEROLF,  Supervisor  of  Agricultural  Education. 
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MRS.  SUSAN  E.  SHAFFER,  Stenographer. 
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INDUSTRIAL  DIVISION. 

MILLARD  B.  KING,  Director  of  Industrial  Education . 
E.  L.  BOWMAN,  Supervisor  of  Industrial  Education. 
STANLEY  A.  ZWEIBEL,  Supervisor  of  Industrial  Education. 
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District. 

Principal . 

Postoffice. 

First, 

George  M.  Philips,   

Second, 

P.  M.  Harbold,  

Millersville. 

Third,     I  A.  C.  Rothermel, 

Fourth,    E.  L.  Kemp, 

Fifth,    W.  R.  Straughn, 


Sixth, 
Seventh,  .. 
Eighth,  ... 
Ninth, 
Tenth,  .... 
Eleventh,  . 
Twelfth,  .. 
Thirteenth, 


D.  J.  Waller,  Jr., 

Ezra  Lehman,    

Charles  Lose 

James  E.  Anient,  . 
W.  S.  Hertzog,  ... 
Albert  E.  Maltby, 
Frank  E.  Baker,   . 
Amos  P.  Reese,   .. 


Kutztown. 

East  Stroudsburg. 

Mansfield. 

Bloomsburg. 

Shippensburg. 

Lock  Haven. 

Indiana. 

California . 

Slippery  Rock. 

Edinboro. 

Clarion. 
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County. 


Adams,    

Allegheny,    

Armstrong,    

Beaver,    

Bedford,    

Berks,    
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Cambria,    

Cameron,    

Carbon,  
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Chester,    
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Clearfield,    
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Crawford,    
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Delaware,  

Elk,  
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Fulton,    

Greene,    
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Indiana,    

Jefferson,    

Juniata,    

Lackawanna,    — 
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Lehigh,    

Luzerne,   
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Mercer,    
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Tioga,    
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Wayne,    ..< 
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Wyoming,    .- 

York,     


Name. 

(Commission  expires 

May,   1918.) 


PostofBce. 


H.  Milton  Roth,  

Samuel  Hamilton,    ... 

C.   M.  Heilman,   

David   C.   Locke,    

Lloyd  H.  Hinkle,  .... 

Eli  M.  Rapp,   

T.  S.  Davis,  

Herbert  S.  Putnam,   . 

J.   H.   Hoffman,    

Frank  A.  McClung,  . 

M.   S.  Bentz,   
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James  J.  Bevan,  — 
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P.  D.  Blair,  

J.  Kelso  Green,  

Frank  E.   Shambaugh,. 
A.  G.  Criswell  Smith,.. 

J.  W.  Sweeney,   

I.  H.  Russell,  

John  S.  Carroll,   

J.   O.   Carson,    

L.   E.   Smith 

J.   Emery  Thomas,    

Harry  D.  Freeland,    ... 

L.  E.  Boyer,  

James  F.  Chapman,   ... 
L.  Mayne  Jones,  

C.  E.  Kauffman,   

J.  C.  Taylor,   

Daniel  Fleisher,  

W.  Lee  Gilmore,   

John  W .   Snoke,   

Alvin  Rupp ,    

Frank  P.  Hopper,   

G.  B.   Milnor,   

Chas.   W.    Lillibridge,.. 

H.  E.  McConnell,   

Lawrence  Ruble,  

Frank  Koehler ,    

J.  Horace  Landis,  

Chas.  W.  Derr,  ... 

Geo.  A.  Grim,   

I.  H.  Mauser,  

Daniel  A.   Kline,    

Lucian  Westbrook ,    

R.   O.   Welfling,    

Livingston   Seltzer,    

T.   A.   Stetler,    

D.  W.   Seibert,   

Harry  R.  Henning,  

Geo.  A.  Stearns,  

E.  A.  Retan,   

Wm.   W.    Spigelmyer, . . 
Dallas  W.   Armstrong,. 

C.   S.   Knapp,    

L.   R.   Crumrine, 

J.  J.  Koehler,   

Robt.   C.   Shaw,    

John  E .  Morgan ,   

C.  W.  Stine,   
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State  College,  . . 
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Bloomsburg,     . . . 
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North  East,   .... 
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Indiana,   
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Scranton,  
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Norristown,    
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New  Bloomfield, 

Matamoras,  
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Lopez ,   
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Washington,    ... 
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Greensburg,    
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York,   
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3,000 
2,250 
4,220 
1,800 
3,000 
2,000 
3,000 
2,364 
2,400 
2,000 
3,000 
2,000 
2,000 
2,000 
3,500 
3,100 
2,500 
3,500 
1,500 
2,500 
1,500 
2,500 
2,000 
2,200 
2,300 
1,560 
5,000 
3,000 
2,000 
2,250 
2,200 
5,000 
3,000 
2,500 
2,000 
1,675 
1,900 
5,000 
1,500 
2,750 
2,500 
1,950 
1,500 
2,500 
3,500 
1,640 
2,000 
1,600 
2,000 
2,500 
1,700 
2,500 
2,500 
3,000 
2,300 
8,500 
2,000 
2,500 


•Of  tbls  amount,   Supt.  Hamilton  receives  17,000,   the  remainder  Is  paid  to  assistants. 
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Name. 

(Commission   expires 

May,   1918.) 


Postoffice. 


Abington     twp . ,     (Mont- 
gomery Co.),    

Altoona,     

Allen  town ,     

Ambridge,    

Archbald,     

Ashland,     

Bangor,     

Beaver  Falls,  

Bethlehem ,    

Blakely,    

Bloomsburg,    

Braddock,    

Bradford,     

Bristol,    

Butler,  

Carbondale,    

Carlisle,  

Carnegie,    

Chambersburg,    

Charleroi,  

Cheltenham  twp.,  (Mont- 
gomery Co.),    

Chester,  

Coal  twp.,  (Northumber- 
land Co.),    

Coatesville,    

Columbia,  

Connellsville,    

Conshohocken,     

Corry,  

Danville,    

Darby,   

Dickson  City,  

Donora,  

DuBois,  

Dunmore,   

Duquesne,    

Easton,    

Erie,     

Farrell,   

Franklin,    

German    twp.,    (Fayette 
Co.) 

Greensburg,  

Greenville,     

Hanover,    

Harrisburg,  

Hazleton,   

Hazle  twp .,  (Luzerne  Co.) 

Homestead ,   

Huntingdon,   , 

Jeannette,    

Johnstown ,    

Juniata,    

Kane,   

Kittanning,    

Lancaster,     

Lansford,    

Latrobe,    

Lebanon 

Lewistown , 

Lock  Haven,    

Lower  Merion  township, 
(Montgomery  Co.),   

McKeesport,   

McKees  Rocks,  


Edward  S.   Ling,    

H.  H.  Baish,  

Francis  D .  Raub,  

B.  S.  Bayle,  

William  A.  Kelly,  .... 

T.  E.  Garber,   

John  W.  Graver,   

Clyde  C.  Green,  

Wm.  G.  Cleaver,   

Harry  B.  Anthony, 

L.    Parvin    Sterner,    ., 

F.  C.  Steltz,  

Edw'd  E.  Schermerhorn 

Louise  D.  Baggs,   

John  A.  Gibson,   

Patrick  M.    Brennan,    , 

John  C.  Wagner,   

Thomas  J.  George,   .... 

A.  B.  Hess,  

Thos.  L.  Pollock,  


Oscar  W.  Ackerman,.. 
J.  Lin  wood  Eisenberg,. 

P.  Frank  Brennan,   

Wm.  T.  Gordon, 

William  C.   Sampson,   , 

Stanley  P .  Ashe, 

A.  M.  Weaver,   

Chas.  L.  Wilson,  

Daniel  N.  Dieffenbacher 
Wilmer  A.  Kreider,   .. 

A.  W.  Marvin,  , 

Edgar  Reed,    

Ira  M.  Gast, 

C.  F.  Hoban,  , 

C.  H.  Wolford,. 

Robt.   E.    Laramy,    

Ira  B.  Bush,  

L.  R.  Eckles,  

N.  P.   Kinsley,    


Albert  Montgomery,  .. 
John  H.  Alleman,  .... 
Grant  B.  Gerberich,  .. 

Oden  C.  Gortner,  

Frederick  E.  Downes,. 
David  A.  Harinan,  .... 

Joseph  B .  Gabrio,  

Landis  Tanger,  

Wm.  M.  Rife,  

E.  W.   Long,    

J.  N.  Adee,  

M.  B.  Wineland,  

F.  R.  Neild 

F.  W.  Goodwin, 

Hervey  B .  Work ,  

Elmer  E.  Kuntz,   

R.   M.   Steele, 

E.   M.   Balsbaugh 

T.  Latimer  Brooks,  ... 
C.  W.  Hunt,  


S.   E.   Downs 

Joseph  B.  Richey,   . 
Thos.  K.  Johnston, 


Glenside,    

Altoona,   

Allen  town, 

Ambridge,    

Archbald,    

Ashland,  

Bangor,    

Beaver  Falls,    . 

Bethlehem,    

Peckville,     

Bloomsburg,     .. 

Braddock,    

Bradford, 

Bristol,     

Butler,    

Carbondale,    ... 

Carlisle,    

Carnegie,    

Chambersburg, 
Charleroi,    

Glenside,    

Chester,    

Shamokin,  

Coatesville,  

Columbia,    

Connellsville,   .. 
Conshohocken,  . 

Corry,    

Danville,    

Darby,    

Dickson  City,   . , 

Donora,    

DuBois,  

Dunmore,    

Duquesne,   

Easton,  

Erie,  

Farrell,  

Franklin,   

McClelland  town 
Greensburg,    . . . 

Greenville 

Hanover,    

Harrisburg, 

Hazleton,  

Hazleton,  

Homestead,    ... 
Huntingdon,  ... 

Jeannette,    

.Johnstown,   .... 

Juniata,   

Kane,   

Kittanning,  .... 

Lancaster,   

Lansford,  

Latrobe,     

Lebanon ,    

Lewistown,  .... 
Lock  Haven,   .. 

Ardmore,   

McKeesport,    . . 
McKees  Rocks, 
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City  Borough  or 
Township. 


Name. 

(Commission  expires 

May,  1918.) 


Postoffice. 


Mahanoy  City,  

Mahanoy  twp.,   (Schuyl- 
kill Co.),    

Meadville,  

Middletown,    

Milton,  

Minersville,     

Monessen,    

Monougahela  City,   

Mount  Carmel,   

Nanticoke,  

New  Brighton,    

New  Castle,   

New  Kensington ,   

Newport  twp . ,   (Luzerne 

Co.),  

Norristown ,  

Northampton ,  

Oil  City,  

Old  Forge,  

Olyphant 

Philadelphia,    

Phoenixville ,  

Pittsburgh,    

Pittston,   

Pottstown ,  

Pottsville,  

Punxsutawney ,   

Radnor  twp.,  (Delaware 
Co.),  

Reading,  

Redstone  twp.,    (Fayette 
Co.) 

Rochester,    

Scranton ,   

Shamokin ,    

Sharon,   

Shenandoah ,  

South  Bethlehem, 

Steelton,   

Sunbury,   

Swissvale,     

Tamaqua,  

Tarentum ,    

Taylor,  

Throop,   

Titusville,    

Tyrone,   

Uniontown,   

Upper  Da  rby ,    

Vandergrift,  

Warren,    

Washington ,   

Waynesboro ,  

West  Chester, 

West      Mahanoy      twp., 
(Schuylkill  Co.),    

Wilkes-Barre,  

Wilkinsburp,     , 

Williamsport,  

Win  ton,  

York,    


H.  W.  Dodd, 


Jos.  F.  Noonan,  

Edward  Sargent,    .... 

H.  J.  Wickey,  

Wallace  W.  Fetzer,   . 
C.  E.  Raudabush,.... 

H.   E.   Gress,   

Renwick  G.   Dean,   .. 

Samuel  H.  Dean,  

Alton   P.    Diffendafer, 

Floyd  Atwell,  

George  A.  Dickson,  .. 
J.  E.  Hershberger,  .. 


Thomas  A.  Dixon,  

Allen  S.  Martin,  

William  D.  Landis,  ... 

James  J .  Palmer,  

Francis  R.  Coyne,  

M.   W.   Cummings,   ... 

John  P.   Garber, 

Isaac  Doughton,  

William  M.  Davidson,. 
Francis  S.  McGuigan,. 

Wm.  W.  Rupert,  

E.  R.  Barclay,  

Frank  S.  Jackson,  — 


Geo.  H.  Wilson, 
Chas.  S.  Foos,  .. 


Ira  H.   Hess,    

William  S.  Taft,   

S.  E.  Weber,  

Joseph  Howerth,    

W.  D.  Gamble,  

J.  W.  Cooper,   

Abner  H.  Buck,   

L.  E.  McGinnes,  

I.  C.  M.  Ellenberger, . 

C.  C.  Kelso,  

J.  F.  Derr,  

Andrew  D.  Endsley,  .. 
Wm.  S.  Robinson,  .... 

John  J.  O'Hara,  ; 

Henry  Pease,    

J.  L.  Gaunt,  •...', 

Frank  W.  Wright,   ... 
H.  M.  Mendenhall,  ... 

T.  T.  Allen, 

R.  T.  Adams,   

Thos.  G.  McCleary,   . 

J.  H.  Reber,   

Addison  L.  Jones, 


Mahanoy  City, 


Mahanoy  City,  

Meadville,    

Middletown,     

Milton,    

Minersville,    

Monessen , 

Monongahela  City, 

Mount  Carmel,  

Nanticoke,    

New  Brighton,   — 

New   Castle, 

New  Kensington,  ., 


Glenlyon ,    

Norristown , 
Northampton,    . 

Oil  City,    

Old  Forge,   .... 

Olyphant,    

Philadelphia,     . 
Phoenixville,    . . 

Pittsburgh,   

Pittston,     .. 

Pottstown,    

Pottsville,    

Punxsutawney, 


Wayne, 
Reading, 


Brownsville,  R.  D.  20 

Rochester,  

Scranton,  

Shamokin,  

Sharon,  

Shenandoah,  

So.  Bethlehem, 

Steelton,  

Sunbury,    

Swissvale,    

Tamaqua,    

Tarentum,  

Taylor,    

Throop,    

Titusville,    

Tyrone,  

Uniontown,     

Llanerch ,   

Vandergrift,  

Warren,   

Washington ,  

Waynesboro,    

West  Chester,   


M.  H.  Carey Lost  Creek,  .. 

James  M.  Coughlin, Wilkes-Barre, 

James  L.  Allison,   Wilkinsburg, 

Fred  W.   Robbins,    Williamsport, 

John  J.  Judge Jessup,    

Atreus  Wanner,    York,   


$2,200 

2,400 
2,500 
1,200 
1,800 
1,800 
2,400 
2,000 
1,800 
2,600 
2,400 
2,800 
2,500 

2,000 
2,600 
2,000 
3,600 
1,800 
1,800 
9,000 
1,700 
9,000 
2,400 
2,000 
2,400 
2,400 

2,800 

4,000 

1,800 
2,100 
5,000 
3,000 
2,300 
2,200 
1,800 
2,500 
2,400 
3,000 
1,800 
2,650 
1,700 
1,560 
2,250 
1,800 
3,000 
1,600 
2,600 
2,500 
3,000 
1,800 
2,500 

1,500 
4,500 
3,000 
2,900 
1,800 
2,500 
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